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SECTION li 

From the death ef king Jobn^ A.D. 1216, ft tie 
death rf Henry lU^ A^D. 1272. 

^ I^HE death of kiiig John was very feafoiii* A.^.TtTis. 
-*► able, and faved both his family and his ^J^[|jf^ 
country from the ruin with which they kioKMn 
were threatened^ by the confederacy of the re- ***^*** *• 
volted barons of England with prince Lewb of 
Francci 
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s HISTORY or BRITAIN. Book IV. 

A.D.S116. William^ marlhal of England, and earl of. 
Cwona^ Pembroke, the chief fupport and ornament of 
tion of the royal caufe,* conduced young Henry, eldeft 
*"'^ ' fon of the late king, to Gloucefter, where he had 
called a meeting of the nobles ; and placing the 
infant prince (then only in his tenth year) in the 
midfl: of the aifembly, he addrefied them in a 
fpeech, at once fo full of wifdom, loyalty, and pa- 
triotifm, that it gained every heart. All the barons 
and clergy who were prefent, acknowledged 
Henry for their lawful king, and proceeded to 
Earl of his <:oronation on the 28th of Odober \ In an- 
r™i^ud ^*^/ affembly of the barons, at . Briftol, on the 
protcftor. lith of November, the earl of Pembroke was 
unanimouily chofen protedor of the kingdom} 
a trufl: which he bad well deferved, and which he 
difcharged with the greateft honour, wifdom> and 
fuccefs*. 
Fopoiar One of the firft a^s of the protedor's adpii- 

of the pro- niftration was to renew the great charter of liber- 
ties, the darling objed on which . the Englifh had 
fet their hearts ; a wife meafure which brought 
great popularity to the roy$l caufe^ At the fame 
time he wrote letters to all the difcontented 
barons, eameilly intreating them to fubmit to the 
government of young Henry, againft whom they 
eould have no complaint, folemnly promifing 
them indemiiity for all pad offences, and all po£- 

' M* Parftt p* flpo. Hemiirg. 1. 3. c. i. 

* M« Ptril, p* aoo. Chron. Petriburgen. Trivit. p« i6S« 

3 Bbckftone's IntroduAion to the great ohuier^ p. 4|« 
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fible fccurity for the future enjoyment of tHelt A.D.wt6, 
liberties, honours, and eftates \ Thefe letters ~"^'"^^ 
produced a great effeft. Several powerful bafonSf 
as the earls of Salifbury, Arundel, and War* 
renne, with the proteftor^s el deft fon, deferted 
Lewis, and .came over to Henry ; and many others 
waited only for a convenient opportunity to follow 
th^ir example *. 

While thefe things were doing in the cabinet^ A.D.t%ip 
the war was ffoiag on in the field with various- ^'^1?*'^ 
fuccefs ; but without any decifive aftion. Lewis ttoni. 
failed in all his attempts upon Dover, through 
the incorruptible fidelity and invincible refolution 
of Hubert de Burgh, its heroic governor ^ In 
the beginning of the year icti7, Lewis received 
a confiderable reinforcement from France, which, 
together with the citizens of London (who ftiU 
warmly efponfed his caufe againft their native 
prince), enabled him for fome time to maintsdti 
the difpute. At l^ength, on the 19th May A.D. 
1^17, adecifive battle was fought in the ftreets 
of Lincoln, in which the army of prince Lewis 
was entirely defeated, the earl of Perche, its 
commander in chief, was killed, and many of the 
Englifh barons of that party were taken prifoners ^ 
On the news of this defeat, prince L^wis, who Peace be* 
was then befleging Dover, haftened to London ; JJ[J^" ^^ 
but fome reinforcements which ht cxpeSed being ^""f* 

4 Ryiner^ vol. x* p. ±15, At6. Bndy, Appeml. N^i^J. 

5 M. Pari*, \u td%» ^ I<|. pt soo* 
^ Id. p. 104. ChfQO*I>il«ft« p*ti« . 
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A.atn;. deihoyed by the Englifli fleet, and the royal army 
^*'""^^"^ approaching, he entered intp^ a negotiation with 
the protedor, which foon terminated in a peace V 
By this peacei Lewis, having ftipulated for a full 
indemnity to the Englifh of his party, renounced 
his pretenfions to the crown of England ; and 
foon after departed with all his forces jnto France. 
In this manner, by the courage, wifdom, and 
moderation of the protedor, the flames of a de« 
ftrudive civil war were happily extinguiflied, and 
young Henry was feated in peace on the throne of 
his anceftors. 
Death of After the departure of 4he French, the protec- 
tee protec- tor faithfully performed every article of the treaty 
fucceffion with the Englifli barons, by putting them in full 
acRoc*hef poff^ffion of their eftates and honours ^ He fent 
and Hubert itinerant judges mto all parts of the kingdom, to 
de Burg . ^^ ^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^ charter, and the charter of tlie 

forefts, were fully executed. In a word» he 
omitted nothing that might contribute to the true 
honour of his royal mailer, and to the peace and 
A.D.iftf9. profperity of his country. But while this great 
and good man was thus nobly employed, he was 
carried off by "death about the middle of March 
A.D. 1 219, to the unfpeakable lofs both of the 
king and kingdom. He was fucceeded in the 
regency by Peter de Roches bifhop-of Winchefter, 
a Poiftiven, and Hubert de Burgh, high jufticiary**'. 

* RycDer» vol. i. p. tii. M. Paris, p. no. 

f M. Paris, p. 210. AnnaJ* Waverlien. p. 184, 

>• Cbron. T. Wikes, p, $9. Mr Pitrif,- p. aio. 
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One of the worft confeqttences of the late civil A.D.1119. 
wars was, that they greatly increafed the lawlefs c^'u^ 
licentious fpirit of many of the great barons, who <>' 'he new 
were littje better than great robbers; and the '^^^^^* 
mutinous difpafition of the citizens of London, 
who were ftill very much' difafFefted to the pre- 
ient government. The new regents employed the 
three firfl years of their admitiiflration in rediicing 
the earl of Albemarle, andfbrtie other turbulent 
iMirons, to order, and in quelling and puniihing fome 
dangerous mutinies of' the -Londoners. In doing 
this they ezercifed fome a£ts of power and feverity, 
by which they gave great offence ; particularly, 
by , commanding one Conftamine, an audacious 
incendiary, and fome other ringleaders of the 
London mob^ to • be hanged without a formal 
trial". 

Hubert de Burgh, who had the chief direftion ad.iuj. 
of affiurs, thought it would diminifli the general Henry de. 
odium which his great power, and the fpirited age. 
exertion of it, had drawn upon him, to have the 
king, who was now in his fixteenth year, declared 
of age. He therefore obtained a bull from the 
pope (who was ftill confidered as fuperior lord of 
the kingdom), declaring Henry of age, and com- 
manding all the barons to deliver up the royal 
caftles, which they held,, into the king's hands '^. 

The high judiciary fet an example df obedience* Refnaory 
to this bull, by giving up. the tower of London, juced!'*" 

>' M. Paritf, p. %t4» si8. Chron, Donft. p. i«9. Annal, 
W^verlicn. p. 187. >* M. ParU> p« tio. Trifit. p. 174^ 
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A,D.in3. ^nd Dover caftle, twp royal fortreffcs, which had 
been compfiitted to bis cullody during the king's 
minority. But this was an example which many 
of the barons did not incline to follow. The 
earls of Chefter and Albemarle, and feveral others, 
^efufed to give up the royal caftles which were in 
their cuftody, raifed forces to fupport their refu« 
fal, and the Nation was threatened with another 
civil war; which was happily prevented by the 
interpofition of the archbifhop of Canterbury, 
who, by threatening the refradory barons with 
pcGommunication, brought them to fubmit '^ 
A.D. I %t^ ^mp events had lately happened in France, which 
F^^a'ncr^ »»gaged the attention of Henry and his minifters, 
concluded par):i(:ularly the death of Philip Auguftus, and 
py a truce. ^^^ foqceffion of his fon Lewis. Tl^at prince had 
engaged, by a f^cret article in the treaty which 
))e mad^ with Henry at his departure out of Eng- 
land (as fomfi of our hi(lorians affirm), to reftore 
JTormandy at his acceflion to the crown of 
Frl^lce'^ Ambafladors were fent to demand the 
performance of this article; but Lewis was fo 
fyr from complying with this demand, that he 
raifed an army, with which he fell into the pro- 
vince of Poi£lou, which ftili belonged to England, 
took feveral places of ftrength, ^nd at laft th« 
city of Rochelle, the caphal of the province '% 
On the news of thefe loiTes, Henry called a parlia? 
fnent at Weftminfter, from which he requeued ^n 



n M. Paris* p. %%t» Chr«ii. Dunft. f. x^S. 

'f ^^?#fi»i P* ••!• 9< Rymer, vol, i» p. s^^. 
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aid to enable him to put a ftop to the progrefs of A.D.ti«4, 
the French arm^, which threatened the total exp 
pulfion of the EliiglUh from the continent. The 
parliament at firft (hewed no great difpofition to 
comply with this requeft; but upon the king's 
confenting to confirm the charters of their liber* 
ties, they granted him a fifteenth of all the move* 
ables both of the clergy and laity **. With this 
money the king raifed a confiderable army, which 
he fent into France, under the command of his 
brother prince Richard earl of Poidou and Com* 
wall, and die earl of Salifbury. Thefe generals 
having landed with an army at Bourdeaux, A^ D» 
1225, recovered fome places, and, in A. D. las^, 
brought the king of France to confent to a truce 
for three year^'^ By this means peace was rcr 
ftored both at home aiid abroad. 

Henry, in a parliament held at Oxford in Fe* A.D.iis7. 
bruary A; D. 1227, ^'^^ declared of full age fdr j?^J/i^" 
government, and the regent, Hubert de Burgh, gomn- 
divefted of his office ; but ftill retaining the favoiir "*"*• 
of the king, he was made earl of Kent '% 

A violent quarrel broke out this year between A.D.i*»s, 
king Henry and his brother Richard earl of Cora.- b^wiJ^i 
wall. Richard had feized a manor belonging to Henry and 
one Walleran, affirming it belonged to his earldom pr\net ^ 
of Cornwall ; and when the king commanded him Richard, 
to reftore it to its former owner, he refufed to obey; 
and forming a confederacy with feveral great 

■* M. Parity p* s&5* Rymer, toI. 1. p. ^77. • 

'7 Rymeri toI. 1, pti$^* «95. ** M.Piriif p» »$•• 
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A.D ttftS. barons, raifed a powerful army. The king being 
quire unprepared to refift fo great a force, and 
knowing bis hrother*s covetous difpofitiou, entered 
into a negotiation with him, and. gained him over 
by a grant of lands of much greaster value than 
thofe in queftion. The confederates being thus 
deprived of their bead, were qibligfKi to diftnifs 
their forces, .and remain quiet '^ - , 

A.D.X1S9. Lewis VIU. of Frapce, after ^ very fliort reign, 

xp ttte was now dead ; and having been fucc^eded by aa 
^pptjDpnt. infant fon, that kingdom became a fcene- of great 
confuiion, and prefented Henry with a favourable 
opportunity of recovering hjs French dominions, 
The N-ormans even import^ined \iva\ to come over 
* with an army, and promifed tp receive him with 
open arms ^% But Henry being engaged in tri^ 
fling difputes with his EngUfli fubjefts, negleSed 
tbfs favourable opportunity, At length, however, 
when the troubles in France were compofed, ancj 
queen Blench eftablifhed in the regency, Henry, 
very unfeafonably r'efolyed to make a vigorous 
. attemptfor the recovery of thefc dominions. Butthi^ 
attempt was as iii conduced as it was ill timed. In 
% the ytiur 1229, Henry fummoned all his military 

tenants, both in England and Ireland* to attend him 
at Portfmouth on Michaelmas day, in order to em? 
baik tor France, In confequence of thisfummons, ^ 
very numerous apd gallant army appeared at the tim^ 
gnd pifice appointed ; but fuch was the negligence 
or tteachery of Henry's miniders, that fufficien( 

« MrPvMt p* »33? v' W- p. US- 

numbers 



<*. r. §1. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 9 

mrmbers of fliips were not provided for their A.D.ii»9. 

tranfportation. This* occafioncd the expeditiou to '-^-'^^ 
be delayed. Henry having fpent the winter in 
raifing money by very illegal and oppreffivc me- 
thods, reaSembled his army in the fpring, and 
on the laft day of April A. D. 1230, he em- 
barked for France, and in a few days arrived at 
St. Malo's, The arrival of the Engllfh army re- 
vived tbe.fpirits of the malecontencs in France; 
the duke of Britanny joined the Fnglifh, with all 
his forces; and every thing wore a promifing 
afpe£l. But all thefe blooming hopes were blafted 
by the mifcondud of Henry, who fpent the whole 
campaign . without any adion of moment, in a 
continued courfe of expenfive pleafures ; fo that . 
many of the poorer knights were obliged to fell 
their horfes and arms to defray their expences* 
About the end of O^ober, Henry returned to 
j£nglapd, covered with difgrace *'• ' 

The hiftory of England for fome years after ^^^^^., 
this, confifts of little elfe, but fonie cpurt-in- buigh. 
trigues, and violent contefta for power, between 
the bifliop of Winchefter and the high julliciary. 
The late mifcarriages abroad had rendered the 
miniftry of Hubert de Burgh exceedingly odious, 
both to the nobility and common people. The 
king, who was naturally fickle, being teafed with 
^continual complaints againft his minifter, began 
to withdraw his affeftion from him ; which being A.D.i sj^ 
pbferved by his enemies, they redoubled their 

»" ^J. ParU, p. 449. ^51, •i*. AnnaU Warcrlien, p. i^t, 
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^•^»*3*- clamours againft him, and at laft wrought his 
downfall**. Hubert was removed from his place 
of high jufticiary, though it had been granted 
him for life ; and he was commanded to give an 
account of the difpofal of the revenues of the 
crown during his adminiftration* The fallen mi^ 
nifter, perceiving his ruin was refolved upon, and 
even his life in danger, took fanduary in the 
priory of Merton; from whence the king com- 
manded the mayor of London to bring him either 
dead or alive. The mayor and citizens of Lon- 
don, to whom Hubert had always been peculiarly 
odious, were preparing to execute thefe orders 
with great pleafure, and had affembled to the 
number of twenty thoufand for that purpofe ; when 
fome of the moft prudent barons reprefenting to 
the king the danger of fuch tumultuary proceed* 
ings, and of committing the execution of juftice 
to an enraged niob, he recalled his orders. Hu- 
bert, fome time after, having privately left his 
fanduary to vilit his wife, 'who was fifter to the 
king of Scots, was difcovered and purfued by 
fome fbldiers into a fmall church ; from whence 
they dragged him; and having loaded him with 
infults and indignities, carried him to the tower 
of London. But the church interpoiing, obliged 
the king to return him to his fan£luary; where 
be was fo ilridly guarded, to prevent his efcaping, 
or receiving' any viftuals, that he furrendered 
himfelf, and was once more lodged in the tower *K 

•* M. Parii, p. ijt. *i Ui p. S5S— stf I. 
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When he was every moment expecting the worft A.i>'.itit. 
effeds of the malice of his enemies, the king's '^^'^*^ 
re&ntment began to cool, and he pofitively re* 
fufed to coQfent to the death of a man who had 
adhered fo fteadily to his father and himfelf in 
their adverfity* Hubert, after many various turns 
of fortune, at laft recovered fome degree of the 
king's &vour ; but wifely abdained from all con- 
cern in the adminiftration of public afl^irs *^w 

Whatever were the faults of the late minifter, A.D.iijj. 
die nation reaped no advantage from his fall. He ^^^°^ 
was fucceeded by his great rival and enemy Peter ***« S"^**^ 
de Rodies, bifliop of Winchefter, a man of a 
v^ry bold and raterprifiiig fpirit. This minifter in- 
vited over many of his own countrymen from Poic- 
tou, cm whom, by his perfuaiion, Henry bellowed 
all ciSces of honour and profit, procured them 
the richeft heirefles in marriage, and gave them 
the wardfliip of the richeft of the royal wards**. 
Thefc foreigners, elated by prolperity and court- 
£ivour, treated the lEngliih nobility with con- 
* tempt. But the grelat barons were not of a 
temper to bear fuch treatment with patience: 
a number of them, with the earl of Pembroke 
at their head, boldly remonftrated to the king 
agaittft this preference given to foreigners before 
his own nobility. To this remonftrance the bifliop 
of Winchefter, in the king's name, returned a 
haughty, anfwer ; with which the barons were fo 

>4 Chron. T. Wikes, p. 41, 41. Chron. Duntl. p. no. 
f< Cbiron. Duoft. p. i5i« M. Paris, p. *$%* 
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A-P Mil* mudi provoked, that they ^withdrew from court. 
The king foon after furnmoning a parliament to 
meet at Oxford 24th June, A. D» 1233, the 
barons by concert refufed to attend. Nor did 
they pay any greater regard to a fecond fummons, 
to meet July 11, at Weftminfter. They even 
went fo far as to fend the king a mefiage, that 
if he did nqt immediately difmifs the bithop of 
Winch^er and the Poidivens from court, they 
would drive both him and them out of the king- 
^om, and place the crown on a worthier head ^. 
U his daring language greatly alarmed the king 
and bis minifter ; who, plainly feeing that the 
barons were formidable while they were united, 
laid a fcheme to divide them ; in which they 
were fuccefsful. Richard earl of Cornwall, the 
king's brother, together with the earls of Chefler 
and Lincoln, being gained by the court, fo many 
deferted the confederacy, that the earl of Pern* 
broke was almofl left alone, to bear the weight 
of the royal indignation. That valiant nobleman, 
after defending, himfelf very bravely for fome time 
in England, was decoyed into Ireland, by a con-* 
trivance of the bifhop of Winchefter, and there 
bafely betrayed and murdered *^ Thus did that 
bold and cunning minifter diifipate this formidable 
confederacy, and triumph over his enemies, by the 
mod wicked arts. 



»• M. Paris, p. 165. *^ M. p. 163, 264, &£ 5, &e. 

Annal. Wavcrlieo. p. 195. Cbroo. Puni(. p. iig. 
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' But this -^ triumph of th^ bifliop of Wmchefter A.D.ia54. 
^as but of fliort duration, Edmund archbilhop of Disgrace 
Canterbury reprefented to the king, in fucH ftrong j^^^^^."„ 
and Hvely t^rms, the great injury which he did to HiOiopof 
himfelf and hisfubjefts^ by placing fuch unbound- ^r*"*^^*' 
ed confidence in fo hated a miniiler, and loading 
ftrangers with fuch unmerited honours, that Hen* 
Fy*s • eyes were opened ; the bifhop of Winchcfter 
was commanded to retire to his diocefe; the Poic- 
dvens were turned Out of all their places ; which 
were filled by Engliflimen. The primate, by whofe 
influence this change was brought about, had a 
great fway m the new adminiflration ; from which 
the people entertained the moft fanguine hopes *'. 

Bang Henry, who was now. in his twenty-ninth A.D.iij6. 
year, had been as unfortunate in love as in war, J^*"/iJl*e 
having • paid his addreffes to fevcral ladies without »»»<< »*» 
fuccefs. At laft, however, in the beginning of the quences. 
year 1236, he was married to.Eleanora, fecond 
daughter to the count of Provence; which mar- 
riage foon became the occafion of new difquiets *^ 
The queen was followed into England by many of 
her relations and countrymen, wha became great 
fiivourites with Henry, who on all occafions dif- 
' covered an. extravagant fondnefs for (bangers. 
Willsatm of. Savoy, bifliop of Valence, the queen'g 
matemal uncle, became prime minifter, and had . 
the chief dire&ion of all affairs ^^ Peter de Savoy 

» 

*9 Heming, p. 575. M. Pari«, p. 176. Rymer^ torn, x* p- 44.8* 
»• M. Paris, p. 196^ &c# M. Weft. p. 33?, 
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AJ[>.ii$6. ixra^ made earl of Richmond, and Boniface de Savoy 
vrzs raifed to the fee of Canterbury, and almoft all 
other places of power and truft were again filled by 
foreigners. Tbefe proceedings did not ^1 to re* 
irive the difcontehts of the Englifh barons ; and 
the hiftofy of England for fome years after the 
king's marriage confifts chiefly of the reinonftrances 
of the £ngli(h nobility againft the foreign &YOilr« 
ite&V ^nd their attempts to remove them from the 
king's prefence and councils, and the arts of thefe 
favourites to maintain their ground. Whenever 
Henry was hard prefTed and threatened, or flood in 
need of money from his parliament, he made the 
moft folemn pfomifes to difmifs all foreigners, and 
to govern only by the advice of his barons : but as 
foon as the danger was over, and his wants fup- 
plied, he wantonly violated all his promifes ^\ 

A.D.1S38. Amongft other foreigners who at this time crowd- 

Monifo'** ^ '^^ ^^^^^ ^^ England, was Simon de Montfort^^ 
marrtet fec<Hid fon c^ the famous earl of Montfort, eeneral 

the kina*ft ' • ' O 

fiilcr* of the croifade againft the Albigenfes. This young 
nobleman enjoyed fo great a degree of Henry's fa* 
vour, that he ventured to pay his ^ddttSes to his' 
fitter Eleanbra, countefs dowager of Pem1>ro3Be» 
whom he married with the king's confent, and was 
created earl of Leicefter February 2, A.D. 1239:* 
for which great favours this nobleman did not make 
a very grateful return, as will appear from the fe* 
quel of this hiftory ^\' 
A.D.ift4o. The perfon and government of Henry were now 
Ex'pedi- become exceedingly unpopular, by his incorrigible 

tion to the n j^^ p„i, p, 3^. ^^i ,, t* Id. 314. 
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attachment to foreigners,— -his violation of the moR, A.D.114CU 
folemn promifesy-^— bis many illegal and arbitrary 
exactions of money,— -and the af&ftance which he 
gave to the papal legates in the like exadions ;— 
by all which the kingdom was opprefled and fleeced 
in the mod intolerable manner. While Henry 
was on fuch ill terms with his fubje£ls«at home, he 
very imprudently entered upon a foreign expedi^ 
tion« Ifabella, the queen-mother of England? foon 
after the death of king John, married the earl of 
Marche, to whom ihe had been betrothed in. her 
youth. The eftates of that earl lay in that part of 
Poidou which was fubjeft to France; and Lewis IX* 
having beftowdd that country on his brother AL* 
phonfo^ to him he commanded the barons of thefi» 
parts to pay homage. Queen Ifabella perfuaded 
her huiband to refufe this homage as below his dig« 
nity, to (hake off* his allegiance to France, and call 
in her fon the king of England to his protedion* 
Henry accepted the invitation, and raifed an army^ 
with which he invaded France A. D. 1242. But this 
expedition was neither better condu£ted, nor more 
faccefsful, than his former ohe into that country* 
Lewis foon reduced that part of Poidou which be« 
longed to England, and obliged the earl of Marche 
to implore his mercy ; and ii that good king had 
not been reftrained by fcruples of confcience, he 
^ould have deprived Henry of his few remaining 
dominions on the continent ^^ The king of £ng« 

» M« Paris, p. 39ft, 391, 5rc. M. Weft. p. %o6. Chroo. Dunft. 
p. 153. 
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AJy.Ju^ land, after buyinjr a truce of five years with France^ 
and expending an immenfe Aim of money in this 
difgraceful expedition, returned to England in Sep-^ 
teraber A. D. 1 243 ; and in order to conceal his 
ihame, he commanded ail hfa military tenants to 
' meet him at Portfmouth, and condud him to Lon<» 
don» in great pomp, as if he had returned viftori-^ 
ous ^. 
ilJD.1944. A government at once fo weak and To profiife^ 
A i>»riia. could not fail to become daily more and more odi-^ 
ous and contemptible. The king, whofe prodi«« 
gality rendered him always indigent, foon after his 
return fummoned a parliament to fupply his wants. 
The parliament, far from granting W\$ requeft, be-* 
ing now fully convinced of his incapacity for go- 
vernment, formed a' fcheme to deprive him of the 
^ adminiflration, and commit it to four great barons 
chofen by themfelves : but by fuddenly diflblving 
the parliament, he prevented the execution of that 
fcheme '^ 
• "47. gjjjj. further to increaft the miferies of the king^* 
the kin^*t dom, and to render the king and his government, 
bfottof ^ poffible, more odious, a new company of foreign- 
ers arrived A. D. 1247 ^^ Thefe were three of 
the king's uterine brothers, fons of the earl of 
Marche and queen Ifabella, who was' now dead^ 
Thefe young noblemen, at their arrival, were ex- 
tremely indigent. Henry received them with great 
kindnefs ; and, whhout confidering either his own 

3* M. Paris, p. 409, Cbron. T. Wlkes, p. 45, 
Sf M. Parii, p. 43s. 3^ Idv p» 491. 495. 

dream* 



fch. I. §1. CIVIL AN6 MIlITAkY. ^ 

\ 

circumftances, or the difcontents of hfe - fubjeas, *:£:'*^' 
made haftc to load them tHth wealth and honours ^K 
This continual profufibn had liow brought Henry 
into futh ftraits, that^ to pay forae part of his debts^ 
he was obliged to fell his jfewels ; which ! were pur- 
chafed by the citizens of London ^\ He had broke 
his faith fo frequently to his parliaments, that it was 
now become cuftomary with thefe great aliembUes 
to anfwel: all his demands of money with cutting 
reproaches for the violatibn of his ptomifes, his 
profufion to foreigners, and his other a£is of male- 
adminiftration* This obliged Henry to have re- 
courfe to many illegal and Qppi'effive meth9ds of 
taifing money to fupply hig wants. In order to fur^ 
liiih a plaufible pretence for thefe exa^ons, he af- 
fumed the fign of the erofs in the year 1250, and 
declared his refolution to go in perfon into Paleftin'i^, 
at the head of an army, for the recovery of the Holy 
Land ^. To defray the ekpences of this expedition^ 
he extorted money from the Jews, the clergy, the 
dties, tlie merchants, and, in a word, from all kind 
of perfons, by all kind of means ; but haying ob^ 
tained the money, he talked no more of the exptf* 
dition« Notwithftanding all thefe expedients for 
taifing money, fuch was the infatiable avarice of 
thofe foreign harpies with whom Henry was fur- 
rounded, that he was thereby reduced to fuch ftraits 
as to fay, ^^ that alms given to him were more cha- 
** ritably beftowed than on rfie wretch who begged 

f Knyghton, col. 14.36. S^ M. Paris, p. 50t* 

39 Id. p. 518. M, VVeft*p« 338. Chron. Dunft. p. 193* 
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A,D,«uir- ** frota door to door^/^ Nay (if we may believe 
^'"''^^^ a contemporary hiftorian), the officers of the king*^ 
houfehold aded the part of common robbers and 
.highwaymen, witfe the knowledge of their royal 
mafler, who ihared in their booty. 
AiD.t»5*. The province of Gafcony, irf France, ftill belong- 
Qiiarrei ^ to the CFOWH of England ; but feveral barons in 
»enry and that province had rebelled againfl the Englifh go^^ 
Lciceftcr**^ Tcmmeht, and Henry had fent his brother-in-law 
Sohum de Montfort earl of Leicefter with an army 
to quell ihefe rebellious barons. Montfort fucceed- 
ed in his defign^ and reduced the revolted barons ; 
but €:^ercifed fuch feverity in his government, that 
the whole inhabitants of Gafcony were exafperated 
againft him, and fent commiffioners over to Eng- 
land, who accufed him of many afts of oppreffioii* 
fienry received thefc commiflioners very favour- 
ably, and plainly difcovered his wifhes that Mont- 
fort might be found guilty. This obliged the earl 
to have recoorfe to the difcontented barons ; among 
whom he made fo powerful a party, that when he 
«ame to his trial he was acquitted by his peers, in 
i^ite oi all the Gafcon commiflioners, and the king 
himfelf, could fay againft him. Henry was fo much 
enrage4 at this, ^hat, forgetting the dignity of his 
charafter, he loaded the earl with opprobrious lan- 
guage, calling him a villain and a traitor. Mont- 
fprt, naturally proud and paflionate, ftarting up in a 
violent rage, told the king he lied. Such were the 
fierce and rude manners of thofe times, and fo much 

♦• M- Parl^^p. 517; 
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tiras majefty degraded by tibe weaJkciefs of this prince ! ,^-^'^5 at 
This dutrageous alFront however made fo deep an 
impreilioa m the king's mind, that he was never 
cordially reconciled to the earl ^\ 

Henry finding that all the violent, illegal, and a.d,i%s3- 
difgraceful methods of raifmg money, which he had J^^^^^^l' 
ufed, were quite infufBcient to fupply his wants, re- f^^j^^^ 
folved again to make trial of a parliament ; and one foicofnTty. 
was fummoned to meet at Weftminfter on the 5th 
of April, A. D. 1253. The king laid an account 
of his neceffities before this affembly ; and further 
informed them, that he defigned to fet out as foou- 
as poffible for the Holy Land, and earneftly im 
treated them to grant him fuch a fupply as would ; 
enable him to accomplifh that pious defign. In 
order to obviate their ufual reproaches, and to gain 
their confent^ he made many acknowledgments of . 
his former errors, and gave them the ftrongeft af* 
furances, tfiat he would govern for the future ac- 
cording to their wiflies, and would confirm the char- 
ters of their liberties in any manner they pleafed. 
Though the parliament was by no means convinced 
of his fincerity, yet, after fome deliberation, they 
wifely refolved to make one further trial, by taking 
him at his word ; and agreed to grant him a tenth 
of all ecclefiaftical revenues for three years, and ^ 
Outage of three {hillings on every knight's fee, on 
his confirming the charters .with fuch awful folem- 
nitif s as might be deemed inviolable ; to which the 
TAifL confented* According to this agreement, the 

♦« M, Paris, p. 507. 513. 559, S609 
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A.D.ri53. king, with the whole parliament, met, on the 4th of 
May, in the great hall at Weftminfter, the prelates 
and clergy in their robes, with each a lighted taper 
in his hand. The great charter, and charter of the 
forefts, were read aloud to this auguft affembly ; and 
then a fentence of excommunication, containing the 
moft tremendous curfes and denunciations of the 
divine wrath againft all who fhould violate, or con- 
fent to the violation of thefe charters, in any partis 
cular, was pronounced ; at the conclufion of which, 
the prelates and clergy threw their tapers on the 
ground, crying with one voice, *' So niay every 
*' one be extinguilhed, and ftink in hell, who Ihal! 
** incur this fentence/* To which the king, laying 
his right hand upon his heart, replied, *** So help 
" me God, as I fhall faithfully obferve all thefe ar- 
^' tides, as I am a man, as I am a Chriftian, as I 
" am a knight, and as I am a crowned, anointed 
" king/* Thefe obligations, it muft be confeffed, 
were as folemn and awful as could well be devifed ; 
but they were very foon violated by this faithlefs 
and mifguided prince ^^ 
A.D.12S4. The diverting Montfort earl of Leicefter of his 
t^on^mo command in Gafcony, which followed foon after the 
Gafcony. violent quarrel above related, was attended with very 
ill efFefts, The Gafcon barons, no longer overawed 
by that brave and aftive governor, became more 
and more turbulent ; and even invited the king of 
Caftile to take pofTeffion of their country, who pre- 
tended to have got a grant of it from Hefiry II. 

^A M. Paris, p. 580. Annal* Burt* 3S3, M. Weftmond. p. S54« 
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The Caftilian, in conjun6Hon with the dilaflFe^led a.d.ii54* 
barons, reduced feveral places, and threatened the "^'"'"^ 
reduction of the whole province. But Henry, 
being now reconciled to his Engliih fubje£ls by 
his late folemn cojifirmation of their charters, 
found himfelf in a capacity to undertake an expe- 
dition into Gafcony *^ Accordingly he fummoned 
all his military tenants to meet him in June at 
Portfmouth ; and on the 15th of Auguft he arrived 
at Bourdeaux with a gallant army, which foon 
recovered all the places which had been loft, and 
obliged the king of Caftile to make a formal re- 
nunciation of all his pretcnfions to Gafcony. The 
reconciliation between the two courts was fo com- 
plete, that a marriage was concluded between Ed- 
ward prince of England and Eleanor princefs of 
Caftile, 

But Henry, who delighted much in low diOio- Hemy en« 
neft cunning, carefully concealed all this, and fent to deceive 
over his commands to the queen, and his brother *^^' p**^'»** 
the earl of Corawall, regents of England, to call 
a parKament, and demand a fupply for carrying 
on the war. A parliament was accordingly affem- 
bled on 27th January A.D. 1254; but, having 
got fome hint of the pacification, refufed to grant 
any money until Gafcony was aftually invaded.. 
Henry not fatisfied with this denial, commanded 
the regents to reaffemble the parliament fifteen 
days after Eafter. But the earl of Leicefter re- 

♦! M. Paris, p. $%j, M. Wcftmonft. p. xj^, Rymcri Faed«o>9 
1. 1, p. 505, 
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i^.D.1154. turned from Gafcony before that time, and having 
^-^^'^^ made a full dllcovery of the ftate of afFairs thcre^ 
th^ parliament returned the fame anfwer to this 
fecond demand ^ and all Henry's diihonourable 
arts to impofe upon his people ferved only to re- 
vive their former diftrufl: of him, and contempt 
for him ^. 
Henry re Lewis king of France having this year returned 
Efigiand. from his unfortunate expedition into the Holy JLand^ 
Henry applied to him for leave to pafs through 
France in his way to England. This favour was 
readily granted ; and Henry, with all his nume- 
rous court and retinue, were magnificently enter*- 
tained for fome time at Paris; and all pofliblc 
honours were paid him in all places through 
which he paffed. So much timte \?^as fpent in this 
journey, that Henry did not arrive in England 
till the beginning of the year 1 255 ^^ 
A.D.12S5. The pope, who ftill afted as fuperior lord of 
^ffT'^T^ England, had contributed very much, by the 
CI own of great authority he poffeffed, and the terror of his 
Hc'i!rVsfe- fpin^^nal thunders, to fupport Henry in all hi^ 
cond ioD. illegal €xa£kions, and to prevent the difcontented 
barons from proceeding to extremities. But. his 
holinefs about this time led his royal vaiTal of 
England into an Sffair whic|> involved him in 
l^reat expence and trouble, by making him an 
offer of the crown of Sicily for his fecond fon 
prince Edmond'^. The pope pretended to dit 

4* M» Paris, p. 591. 594. 45 IJ, p, 5^0. 

4* Rymer, v&U i» p. 51a, &c, 
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pofc of that crown^ both as fuperior lord of Sidiy^ A.D.it|5* 
and as ylcar of Jefus Chrift, to whom all the 
kingdoins of the earth belonged. He had offered 
this dangerous prefent to Richard earl of Corn- 
wall, the king's brother, who wifely declined the 
ofFdr ; but Henry, not fo caudous, accepted of 
it ; and his fon was ftyled king cf Skily. This 
crown however was to be won before it could be 
worn. In order to this, Henry gave his holinels 
an unlimited credit, to employ what fums of 
money he pleafed in wrefting the crown froi^ 
Mainfroy, who was in poflelfion of it, engaging 
to reimburfe him^^ The pope, glad of an op» 
portunity of making war on his mortal enetoy 
Mainfroy at another's coft, fpared no expence^ 
and in a little time the unwary Henry Ibund hioi' 
felf loaded with an immenfe debt of 250,000!. ^' ■ 

ITie fituation of this prince, on this occa/ion, A pariim- 
was truly perplexing : if he refufed to pay this 
debt, befides lofing all hopes of the crown of 
Sicily, he would incur the indignation of the 
pope, whofe favour was his greateft fupport} if 
he attempted to pay it, he muft have recourfe to 
new and greater a£ts of oppreflion, which might 
be dangerous. To extricate himfelf out of thefe 
difficulties, he refolved to call a parliament: bul 
in doing this he ufed a piece of craft, which de* 
feated its own end. He fummoned only fucfa 
barons as he hoped would comply with his 
defires, fending no writs to fuch as^ he ap* 

♦^ M. Paris, p. 599. 
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AlXiisj. prdiended would be refra&ory. This parlia^ 
^""^^ ment met on the 1 8th Oftober, A.D. 1255 j 
and when the king laid before them a reprefenta- 
tion of his necelSities, and requefted a fupply, 
they made anfwer, that they could grant no money 
without the confent of the abfent barons, who had 
not been fummoned ^. 
Srio*"^ The church was now Henry's great refourco 
oppreft for money ; and by the afliftance of papal author 
« ^'■gy* riiy he fqueezed the clergy without mercy. The 
pope, by virtue of the plenitude of his apoftolical 
power, grafted the king, by feveral bulls, the 
goods of all clergymen who died inteftate ; the 
revenues of all vacant benefices, and of all non? 
vefidents ? he publifhed a croifade againft Main- 
froy, whom he reprefented as a greater enemy to 
the Chriftian faith than any Saracen^**: he com- 
manded all the money which had been granted by 
the Englifh parliament for an expedition into the 
Holy Land to be employed in the conqueft of Si- 
cily; he releafed Henry and all others who had 
tak^n the crofs or promifed money for the holy 
wsir, from their vows, on condition of their en- 
gaging in perfon in the war againft Mainfroy, or 
advancing money for its fupport. It would be 
endlefs to enumerate' all the arts which the pope 
and king employed at this time to extort money 
from the people, efpecially from the clergy of 
England $ bpt one of thefe arts was too remark- 
able for *the.villany and impudence of it to be 
omitted. Walleran bifhop of Hereford, a crea- 
ky IVI, Paris* p. 6^4.. 5* Rymer, vol. 1. p. 568. 593. 

; s . 4 ' tur? 



Out. J I. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 



^:i 



ture of the pope, who refided at Rome as an a.b.i»55. 
agent for the church of England, lirew bills of ' -'^^^^r^ 
different values on all the bifhops, abbots, and 
confiderable clergymen of the kingdom, amount- 
ing on the whole to 1 50,540 marks : anv immenfc 
fum in thofe days! Thefe bills were granted to 
ItaUan merchants; who, it was pretended, had 
advanced the money contained in them, for the 
Sicilian war *'• 

When this eKorbitant demand was firft notified Rf^iftwce 
to the Englilh clergy, they were filled with aftonifli- cUrgy, 
ment and indignation, and fome of them declared 
their refolutipn to fuffer any extremity rather than 
comply with it^ They were threatened with de^ 
privation ; and one of the bifliops had the boldnefs 
to fay, that if they took his mitre from his head, 
he would fupply its place with a helmet ^\ Yet, 
with fuch union and perfeverence did the pope 
and king urge their demand, that the clergy, 
after a long and fpirited refiftance, were conftrain- 
ed to fubmit to this intolerable impofition ". 

Ttiough Richard earl of Cornwall was of a a.d.i»57, 
yery different charader from the king his bro- f^^^^J^"^ 
ther, being as remarkable for amafSng money as Cornwall 
the other was for fquandering it; yet at laft his kin^t'the 
ambition got ,the better of his prudence, and he Ron^J«- 
embarked in an affair which proved as chimerical 
and cxpenfive as that of Sicily. The imperial 
throne being vacant, fome of the eleftors caft 
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A.DX&57* tl^eir eyes on earl Richard, or rather oa his riches, 
'^^'''^' and he was chofen king of the Romans, . and a 
deputation fent to invite him to come and take 
poffeflion of that dignity. Richard, dazzled with 
the luftre of the Imperial crown, after fomc hefi- 
tation, accepted of the invitation; and in April 
A. D. 1257, he departed from England with ai 
noble train of forty Englifh gentlenien, and 
carried with him, if we may believe Matthew 
Paris, a contemporary hiftorian, no lefs a fum 
of money than feven hundred thoufand marks, 
equal in value and efHcacy to eight millions of 
our money at prefent "• Buj this prince, on his 
arrival in Germany, found that he had a powerful 
rival for the Imperial throne, in Alphonfo king 
of Caftile i and expended all the money he carried 
with him, befides feveral remittances from Eng- 
land, without obtaining any thing in return but the 
empty title of king of the Romans. 
A.D.i»58. The departure of earl Richard from England 
Fatal con- ^t this time was very* fetal both to his country and 
of the de. his family : to his country, by draining it of fuch 
ear^Rfch- ^ prodigioii^ mafs of treafure, the want of which 
ant was very feverely felt ; to his family, by depriving 

it of the fupport of the fir ft prince of the blood, 
the richeft and moft powerful fubjefik in Europe. 
For though Richard had often joined the difcon^ 
tended barons, in their remonftrances againil the 
illegal and arbitrary meafures of Henry*s govei?i- 
ment ; yet whenever the baions attempted to go 

5+ M. Parisj p» 639. 
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loo far, and to deprive the crown of its jufl: pre* A.D i^s** 
rogatives, he always delierted them, and pui a ftop 
to their proceedings.. But as foon as the throas 
yras deprived of this great fupport, the barons 
made bold attacks upon it; and the mifguided 
prince foon fumiihed them with a favourajple opr 
portunity. 

Henry, ftill deluded by the pope, continued to {^^^^^ 

profecute the ridiculous defign of conquering SU 

cily, called a parliament^ and demanded Jdi^Iies 

for that purpofe. Never was any demand more 

imprudent or unfeafonable. It fumifhed the earl 

of Leicefter, and the other difcontented barons^ 

with the faireft occafibn of rq)roaching Henry 

with all the errors and abufes of his government j 

which they did in the ftrongeft terms, concludiag 

with a folemn declaration, that they were deter» 

mined no longer to rely on his oaths and pro- 

mifes, which had been fo often violated, but were 

refolved immediately to drive all foreigners from 

his court and prefence, and to have the admimf-^ 

tration put into fuch hands as they could depend 

upoa. In fine, they propofed, that twenty-four 

perfons fhould be chofen, twelve from the king's 

council, and twelve from their own number, to 

whom full powers Ihould be given to reform all 

the abufes in the goveminent, and to make fuch 

regulations as ihould effectually prevent the return 

of fuch abufes. The king, intimidated by the 

determined air and martial appearance of the 

barons, who came into the parliament-hall in 

complete armour, confented to every thing ptx>. 
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A.p.iist. pofed; and another meeting was appointed to 
bring this new model of government to per« 
feftion «• 

The pro. Accordingly, on the nth June A. D. 1258, 

Oxford, that femous afTembly, afterwarils called the mad 
parliament^ met at Oxford. The barons came 
attended with fuch an armed force as rendered any 

' ^ r oppofition from the court imprafticable. Accord- 
ing to agreement, twejve barons were chofen by 
the kinjg's council, and twelve by the parliament ; 
to, whom was given an abfolute authority, unli- 
mited both ^s to time and power, to reform the 
ftate^ and make what regulations they thought 
fit, for the fiitpre government of the kingdom ; 
in a wordj into thpir hands was committed the 
whole legiflativjB and executive power: and the 
king himfelf, his eldeft fon prince Edward, and 
all perfons in all Nations, took ^ folemn okth to 
obferve and obey all regulations which Ihould be 
made by thefe twenty-four barons *^ As the earl 
of Leicefter was the moft co^flderable perfon in 
this junto, for riches, power, eloquence, boldnefs, 
ani popularity, they afted chiefly by his direftion 
and advice, llieir firft tfanfaftions bore a fpe- 
cious appearance of a real regard to the public 
good. They ordained, that three feffions of par- 
liament fliould be held every year, in the months 
of February, Juncj and Odtober^'i — ^I'hat four 
knights ihould be chofen in each county, to 

Sf M. Parit».t>. 6$3.. ^ 

** Rymcfi vol. i« p. 655. ChroP. Dunft,.|;, 33^. 
5' Ann* Burt. p. 4-1 5« 
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enquire into the peculiar grievances of that county, A.D.i*5S. 
and lay the fame before each meeting of parliament; '~^' -* 
and that the expences of thefe knights in the per- 
formance of that fervice fliould be borne by their 
county: — ^That a new high (heriff fliouId be eleded 
every year, by the votes of the freehplders in each 
county: — ^That none of the royal wards (hould be 
committed to the cuftody of foreigners : — ^That no 
new forefts or warrens fliould be created : — and. 
That the revenues of counties fliould not be let to 
farm. Such were the firft: legulations (commonly 
called the Provijion^ of Oxford) which were made 
by the twenty-four barons **. 

If thefe barons had proceeded in the fame mo- A.D.iaj:9. 
derate and equitable courfe, and made all proper ^/j^*^'**"^ 
hafl:e to finifli the work of reformation, there would ftitution. 
have been no great reafon to complain of their abufe 
of the unlimited authority with which they had been 
intruded. But their fubfequent proceedings difco- 
vered a very interefted fpirit, and indicated an inten- * 
tion to perpetuate their own power, and turn it to 
their own private advantage. They got into their • 
pofleflion aH the royal cafl:le83 which they either kept 
in their own hands, or committed to the cuftodyof 
their creatures. They turned out all the great ofE- 
, cers of fl:ate, and of the king's household, to make 
room for themfelves and their dependents. They' 
enriched themfelves and their families, by the royal 
efcheats and wardfliips. In a word, the twenty-four 
barons engrofled the whole power, and a great pare 

• 

f' Rymclri FoMl^ra^ p. 669j 2(c. Anna). Burton, p. 4141 &c* 

of 
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4.0.1*5^ of the revenues of the crown j the king was a mere 
^'^'^'~^''- pageant of ftate, without the leaft fhadow of au- 
thority,. and the Englifh conftitution was entirely 
changed from a monarchy to an ariftocracy, or ra- 
ther an oligarchy ^* 
Prince Ed- Prince Edward, th^ king^s uterine brothers, the 
^Hged to queen's relations, and fonie of the Englifh barons, 
lubmit. fnade fome oppofition to all theft prodigious 
changes ; particularly to the oath of unlimited fub- 
miffion to ail the ordinances of the twenty-four ba« 
rons, made and to be made ; and to the furrender 
of the royal caftles : but the torrent ran fo ftrong, 
that all oppofition was in vain, and they were oblig- 
ed to fubmit \ 
The king's The foreign favourites, againft whom Leicefter, 
SJo^iirrs himfelf a fore^ner,' denounced the moft terrible 
*'*• threatenings, feeing the king no longer able to pro- 

teO: them, betook themfelves to flight, and efcaped 
out of the kingdom". Even the king of the 
Romans, who paid a vifit to his native country, 
A. D. 1 259, was not allowed to fet his foot in Eng- 
• land, until he had folemnly engaged to take the oatB 
of fubmiffion, and comply with all thefe changes ^\ 
With fuch a high hand did the twenty-four barons 
exert their unlimited authority, that the pr»pe him- 
felf, who made nothing of dethroning emperors, 
though greatly exafperated againft them on many 
accounts, was obliged to fmother his refentment. 

59 Ann. Burt. p. 4^ J. T. Wykes, p. 53. * ««> T* Wykes, 

pu Si" Ann. Burr. p. 411. 6> M. Paris, p. 660. Ann. Burt. 

p. 4^1. 64 X. Wykes. p. 5^, 
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The twenty-four barons, however^ -did not long a.D.h^x. 
enjoy their exorbitant power in peace. They had The 14. 
loft much of their popularity by their arbitrary *'"''°"* ^*- 

*^ * V y J come un« 

proceedings: they were often called upon, both by pop«Ui. 
king and people, to finifli the intended reformatfon, 
that they might lay down their commiffion ; but 
they made no hafte to comply with thefe calls ; and 
fome trifling regulations which they publiflied gave 
little fatisfaftion *^ But what was moft fatal to 
ihdr power and intereft, was fome fecret jealoufies 
and difputes which arofe amongft themfelves, par- 
ticularly between the two powerful earls of Leicefter 
and Gloueefter, the latter alleging, that the former 
affumed too great a fhare of authority, and a6led 
many things without confulting his colleagues \ 

The king, who bore with great impatience the AJD,ii$%, 
ftate of infignificancy to which he was reduced, '^^^^ *^*"S 
hearing of thefe circumftances, began to entertain vours to 
hopes of recovering his former authority, and form- amhorhrl* 
ed a fcheme for that purpofe. But this, like many 
other fchemes of that prince, was ill-concerted and 
unfeafonable ; his fon, prince Edward, and his bro- 
ther, the king of the Romans, who were moft able 
to fupport him, being both out of the kingdom* 
Henry, however, having taken his refolution, came 
unexpeftedly into parliament, which was held at 
London, April 23, A. D* 1262, and reproaching 
the twenty-four barons with the breach of their 
promifes to him, and the many abufes of their 



*i Tiivh. p, 209. Ann, Burt, p, 4a9— 439< 
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A.D.ii6fc. |K>wer, declared that he would no longer pay any 
^"^'^"*^ regard to the jwovifions of Oxford, but 'Would im- 
mediately refume the exercife of his royal autho- 
rity \ Having made this bold declaration, he re- 
tired to the tower, whofe governor he had gained, 
feized a confiderable treafure which was dcpofited 
there, and from thence, by proclamation, turned 
out all the great officers, judges, and Iheriffs^ which 
had been nominated by the twenty-four barons, and 
put others in their room**. This occafioned infi- 
nite confufion in the kingdom ; fome obeying the 
officers and magiftrates nominated by the king, and 
. others obeying thofe nominated by the barons ; and 
many paying no regard to any magiftracy, but liv- 
ing as if all government had been dilTolved- 
Difpute The twenty-four barons, and their party, were 

Hcory and prodigioufly aftouiflied at thefc proceedings of the 
the baron» king, of which they had received no previous notice, 
ftiiied. But after their firft furprife was over, they began to 
confiilt what was neceffary to be done for their own 
prefervatioh, and that of their authority. In order 
to this, they refolved to bury all their private quar* 
rels anc! animofities in oblivion j and the earls of 
Leicefter and Gloucefter were reconciled: they, 
bound themfelves anew, by the moft Solemn oaths, 
to ftand by one another, and to fupport the pro- 
vifions of Oxford with their lives and fortunes-. 
Strengthened by this union among themfelves, the 
twenty-four barons began to talk and aft with their 
former authority. They fent the king a meffage^ 

«i T. W3 kcs, p. S5^ •• Id. p. 5^. 
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Requiring him to recal his late declaration, and fub- A.D.t*6». 
mit to the provifions of Oxford, declaring, that if 
be did not comply, they would compel him to it 
by force of arros^^ When things were in this 
ftrange unfettled ftate, prince Edward and the king 
of the Romans arrived in England. The prince, 
very much to has own honour, but to the great 
furprife and difappdntment of his father^ declared, 
that though he had taken the oath of fubmifSon 
to the Oxford provifions, nluch againft his will, yet 
he thought himfelf bound to obferve that oath ^\ 
The king of the Romans offering his mediation, it 
was accepted by both parties ; and an agreement 
was brought about on the following terms : That 
Henry ihouM once more fubmit to the provifions 
of Oxford ; and that the barons (hould change and 
mitigate certain articles wiiich were molt difpleaf- 
ing to the king. But the earl of Leicefter refufed 
|o fign. this agreement, declaring, that he could no 
longer rely on any promifes of a prince who had fo 
often violated his moft folemn oaths ; and he retir- 
ed into France in great difcontent. By this pad- 
fkation, however, forae degree of order and tran- 
quillity was reftored to the diftrafted kingdom ^. 

Henry imprudently trufting to this appearance of A.D.i»63* 
trasupnllity, or more probably in order to avoid P^^*^^*" 
fulfilling his part of the late treaty, haftened over to 
Bdurdeaux,. to fettle, as he pretended, fome affairs 
b Guienne '^ The barons, difpleafed that the king 

W M. Paris, p, 667. «« Id. ibid. ^ T. Wykes, p. 57. 
70 M. Weft. p. 381. 
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A.D.i»63. had left the kingdom without confirming the Ox- 
ford provifions, were greatly incenfed at his endlefs 
prevarications ; and the earl of Leicefter, returning 
from France, fo effedually inflamed them, that 
they became more united, and more determined to 
proceed to extremities, than ever. As foon as the 
king returned from Guienne, the barons addrefled 
him in a body, demanding the immediate confirm- 
ation of the provifions of Oxford. But Henry hav- 
ing overcome the fcruples of his fon prince Edward, 
and depending on the affiftance of his brother, and 
fome other barons, returned a rough anfwer to this 
demand ; and even went fo far as to call theiti re- 
bels, and threatened them with the fevereft punifli- 
ments. This anfwer was more than fufEcient to drive 
the barons to extremities : they immediately flew 
to arms ; and chufing the earl of Leicefl:er for their 
general, they deftroyed the lands of the king and his 
adherents, put to death all foreigners that fell in, 
their way, and took feveral cities, before the king 
had any troops ready to oppofe them''. This 
brought Henry once more to confent to any terms 
the barons thought fit to prefcribe ; and a fecond 
pacification was made on the following conditions : 
I. That all the king's caftles fliould be delivered 
to the barons. 2. That the provifions of Oxford 
fliould be inviolably obferved. 3. That all fo- 
reigners fliould be baniflied. 4. That the admi- 
niftration of affairs fliould be committed to fuch 
as the barons pleafed ^*. 

7i Trivit. p, iti. M. Weft. p. jS*. 

^> Chron. Dunft. p. 35s. M, Paris, p. C6tf 669. 
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But this pacification was no better obferved thai^ a.d i«6j. 
the former ; and the whole year 1 263 was fpent in y^f""-^ 
alternate truces and hoftiiities between the king and paciHca- 
the barons. The citizens of London having in *'°"* 
general embraced the party of the barons with the 
moft ardent zeal, the mob of that city infulted the 
queen, as flie was upon the river in her barge, with 
the moft opprobrious language ; and even put her 
in fear of her life, by throwing at her dirt and 
ftones ''K Prince Edward was befieged in the caftle 
of Briftol by the inhabitants of that city ; and hav- 
ing got from thence by ftratagem, he was again be- 
fieged by the barons in Windfor caftle ; and being 
taken prifoner in a conference with the earl of Lei- 
cefter, he was obliged to purchafe his liberty by the 
furrender of the caftle ^\ Thefe, and fome other 
unfavourable events, again difcouraged the king, 
and obliged him to fubmit to more difadvantageous 
terms than any he had yet yielded to, in order to 
obtain a ceflation of hoftilities. A pacification was 
accordingly concluded, on the i8th of July A. D. 
1263, by which the authority of the twenty-four 
barons was to continue, not only during the reign 
of the prefent king, but even during that of his 
fucceflbr'*. 

This iaft condition, as might be expeded, was A.D.iiC^. 
. very difpleafing to prince Edward j who, exerting Difputc* 
himfelf with great vigour, gained over to the royal HeTry* and 
P party feveral great barons, who either envied the ^^^% *'^'^?"' 

; * ' ^ referred to 
t the king of 

I 7» T. V/> kcs. p. 57. M. Paris, p. 668« France, 

\ '♦ Trivit. p. »I3. ^1 M. W^tft. jS3, 
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A.D.xt64, authority, or diiliked the violence, of the twenty- 
four. This brought the two parties much nearer 
to an equality than they had been, and made them 
both readfly agree to refer all their difiPerences to 
Lewis IX. king of France, a prince univerfally ad- 
mired for his great wifdom and virtue. This re- 
ference being ratified by the oaths and fubfcriptions 
of all the great men in both parties, Lewis under- 
took the honourable and friendly ofSce of umpiise, 
*^ and fummoned the {lates of France to meet at 
Amiens on the 23d January^ A. D. 1264, in order 
to examine the merits of this great caufe in their 
prefence ; and on the 3d of February he pronounced 
this equitable award : That the proviiions of Ox- 
ford, being deftruflive of the royal authority, and 
fubverfive of the ancient conftitution, fhould be 
annulled, and the king reftored to the pofieffion of 
all his caftles, lands, and revenues ; to the nom^ 
nation of the great officers of ftate, and of his bonfe- 
hold ; and, in general, to all the royal rights and 
prerogatives which he had enjoyed before the meet- 
ing of the parliament of Oxford. On the other 
hand, he decreed. That a general amnefty fhotdd 
be granted to all the fubjefts of England, for all 
paft offences ; and that they fhould be maintained 
in the full enjoyment of all liberties and privileges 
which had been granted to them by any former 
charters ^. 
War be- As loon as this award was notified to the earl of 
He""yand Lciccfter and his party, they rqefted it with dif- 

the barons. 

70 Rymer, vol. i. p. 77^1 777» 778. M. Weft. p. 3 J3. 
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dain ; affirming, Cihat the one part of it was a <:Qn- ^•5'^^; 
tradiaion to the other; and that it wasimpoffible 
the liberties of England granted by the charters 
couid be maintained, without the provifions of 
Oxford "• It now appeared evident to all the world, 
that tfeis great quarrel could be decided only by 
die (word ; and therefore both parties prepared for 
war with great eagernefs. The earl of Leicefter 
continued in London, the zeal and wealth of 
whofe citizens wa€ the great lupport of his party, 
and fent his fons and partizans into all parts of 
England to raife forces. The king fummoned 
his itt^tary taiants, and the barons of his party, 
from all quarters, and foon found himfelf at the 
head of a numerous and gallant army ^\ The 
royal arm^ were at iirft fuccefefal, having 
taken Northampton by affault on the 5th April. 
Simon de Montfort, one ^f Leicefter's fons, with 
Tome other barons, and the whole garrifon, were 
made prifoners; and Leicefter and Nottingham 
opened their gates to prince Edward ^^ On the 
other hand, the earl of Leicefter formed the fiege 
of Rochefter, in which the earl of Warrenne, and 
feveral other barons of the royal party, had taken 
Ihelter*^. The king and prince, hearing of their 
danger, haftened to their relief ; and Leicefter, at 
their approach, raifed the fiege, and retired with 
his army to London. 

Here having received a powerful reinforcement Battle of 
of fifteen thoufand of the moft zealous "^ citizens, ^^^' 

77 Chron.^unft. ^ .363. 7» Rynu 1. 1. p. 77*. 

79 T. W>kes, p. 6o, *« id. p. 6i. 
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A.P.ra64; lic thought himfelf fufficiently ftrong to meet thie 
royalifts in the field''. Leaving London, there- 
fore, he directed his march towards Lewes in 
Suifex, where the king and prince, with their 
army, lay encamped. At this place, on the 14th 
of May A.D. 1264, was fought the famous and 
decifive battle of Lewes. The royal army was 
divided into three bodies, the van commanded by 
prince Edward, the main body commanded by 
the king of the Romans and his fon Henry, and 
the rear by the king in perfon, affifted by fome 
of the chief barons of his party ^*, The other 
army was divided into four bodies, the van, con- 
fifting entirely of Londoners, commanded by Ni- 
colas de Segrave, the main body commanded by 
the earl of Leicefter in perfon, and two bodies of 
referve, the one commanded by the earl of Glou- 
cefter, and the other by Henry and Guy de 
Montfort, two of Leicefter's fons. In the begin- 
ning of the a£lion, viftory declared for the royal- 
ifls. Prince Edward made fo furious an attack 
upon the Londoners, that he put them to flight ; 
and, tranfported by his youthful ardour, and the 
refentment of the many injuries they had heaped 
upon his family, purfued them four miles with 
great eagemefs and flaughter "^ Leicefter, taking 
advantage of the great error the prince had com- 
mitted, led on the bodies commanded by himfelf, 

»' M. Weft. p. 386. 

»» M. Weft. p. 387. T. Wykcs, p. 63. 
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by Gloucefter, and by his fans, againft the main A.D.f264. 
body of the royalifts, which was defeated Mrith 
great flaughter, and the king of the Romans, who 
commanded it, taken prifoner ; and foon after king 
Henry fliared the fame fate, the rear of his army, 
where he was, being alfo defeated, and purfued 
into the town of Lewes \ 

Prince Edward at laft returninc: from the pur- '^**5 ^^^* 

° * of Lewes 5 

fuit of the Londoners j to his infinite furprife and 
grief, found the day entirely loft, and heard that 
the two kings, his father and uncle, with many 
of the chief barons of the party, were prifoners* 
He endeavoured to perfuade the forces he had 
about him, to renew the battle wliile the viftors 
• were in fome confufion ; but they were too much 
confounded and difpirited to liften to his perfua- 
fions; and the artful Leicefter, fearing fome at- 
tempt of that kind, amufed the prince with pro- 
pofals for an accommodation®*. In the mean 
time the earl was bufy in fecuring his royal pri- 
foners, and rallying his troops, with which he fur- 
rounded the prince on all hands. Edward, find- 
ing that there was hardly a poflibility left for his 
efcape, was obliged to fubmit to thefe hard con- 
ditions : That the provifions of Oxford (hould be 
confirmed and executed ; and that the prince, and 
his coufin Henry, fon to the king of the Ro- 
mans, fhould furrender themfelves prifoners, and 
remain as hoftages for their refpedive fathers, in 

8* M, Weft. p. 387. «5 Hemming^ p. 584, 
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AJ).i»64.. the hands of Leicefter and the barons^ until all 
things were completely fettled ". 

This treaty is commonly known in the Engliib 
liiftory by the name of the Mife of Lewer; in 
confequence of which, prince Edward, and his 
coufm Henry, immediately furrendercd themfelves 
to Leicefter, who fent them under a ftrong guard 
to Dover caftle. As the; great defign of Leicefter 
and the barons in making the mife or agr6bment 
of Lewes, was to get prince Edward into their 
hands, who was the chief objeft of their fears, 
and of the hopes of the roysJ party, as foon as 
they had accomplifhed this end, they paid no 
further regard to that agreement. The two kings 
who fhould have been fet at liberty by that treaty, • 
were ftill prifoners in effeft, being, furrounded by 
fuch only as were entirely devoted to Leicefter j 
who made the unfortunate Henry fend orders to 
all the governors of his caftles to furrender them 
to the baroGs ; and made ufe of the king as an 
inftrument of deftroying the royal authority, and 
advancing his own, and that of his party *^ 

The earl of Leicefter having got the chief per- 
fons of the royal family, and the whole royal 
authority, into his hands, became wanton with 
profperity, and gave full fcope to his two ruling 
paflions, avarice and ambition. To gratify the 
former, he feized the eftates of eighteen barons 
of the royal party, and appropriated to himfelf 

8« M. Paris, p. 671. Knyghton, col, 2451. T, Wykes, p. 63, 
'7 Kymer^ vol. i. p. 790, &c. 
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the gneateft part of the money arifing from the A-I>-^^^4t 

ranfom of the prifoners which had been taken at "^^''~^' 

the battle of Lewes ; and took many other oppref- 

five and diflionourable methods to fill his coffers ''. 

To fatisfy his amotion, he contrived a new plan 

of government, by which the royal authority was 

committed to three perfons^ viz. himfelf, the earl 

of Gloycefter, and the bilhop of Chichefter ; and 

as the ' bifhcp was entirely under his influence, he 

in reality had the fupreme dire&ion of all public 

affairs \ 

Such immenfe wealth and exorbitant power in ,^^*^* ^ 
any fubjed could not fail to excite envy ; and the condiua. 
natural haughtinefe of Ldcefter, increafed by his 
great good fortune, rendered his exaltation ftill 
more offenfive and invidious. He was generally 
fafpeded, and even openly accufed, of afpiring to 
the throne. The fallen and defolatc ftate of the 
royal family, not only increafed the tendernefs and 
affedion of their own party, but began to awaken 
corapaffion in the breafts of many who had con- 
tributed to their fall. The earl of Gloucefter, in 
particular, feeing himfelf fo much eclipfed by his 
all-grafping and too powerful affociate, fecretly 
cocdpired his ruin ^. 

The earl of Leicefter was too quick-fighted A. 0.126;. 
not to difcem the exiftence, and dread the confe- ^*'^*"** 
quences, of thefe increafmg difcontents, which 

«« T. Wykcs, p. 63. M. Paris, p. 671. 
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A.D.iii^s. prevailed chiefly among the better fort. In order 
to diminifh this odium under which he had fallen, 
he put on an appearance of moderation, and 
called a parliament, in order, as he pretended, to 
fet prince Edward at liberty. To this famous 
parliament were fummoned not only the great 
barons, but every ihire was ordered to fend two 
knights, every city two citizens, and every burgh 
two burgeflfes, as their reprefentatives ^'. This 
parliament affembled 28th January A. D. 1265, 
and, by the perfuafion of the earl of Leicefter^ 
made a decree to fet prince Edward at liberty, 
but at the fame time commanding that he fhould 
remain near the perfon of the king his father. 
The prince was accordingly brought from Dover 
caftle, and delivered to his father ; but as the 
king was in reality a prifoner in the hands of 
Leicefter, the prince was guarded with the moft 
jealous care, and Toon found that he was ftill 
a prifoner, only a little more at large ^\ This 
grofs impofition rather increafed than diminifhed 
the hatred and jealoufy of the public againft 
Leicefter. The earl of Gloucefter, not daring to 
truft his perfon within the reach of his daring and 
powerful rival, retired to his eftate, repaired and 
garrifoned his calUes, and made all poffible pre- 
parations for his own defence ^^ 
Pimce Leicefter, determined to crufti the earl of 

makes his Glouccfter and his adherents, proclaimed them 

cicape. 
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traitors in the king's name, raifed an army, and A.D.1165. 
marched towards them, carrying the king and 
prince with him. As the two armies drew near 
to one another, the earl of Gloucefter formed a 
fcheme for the deliverance of prince Edward out 
of the hands of Leicefter ; he even found means of 
communicating this fcheme to the prince, and of 
getting a horfe of extraordinary fleetriefs conveyed 
to him. The prince, in confequence of this 
concert, feigned himfelf indifpofed for fome days, 
and then pretending to recover, he propofed to 
take an airing on horfeback, for the benefit of 
his health. Leicefter fufpefting nothing, and 
trufling to the fidelity and vigilance of the gen- 
tlemen he had placed about the prince's perfon, 
made no oppofition. As the prince and his com- 
pany, or rather guards, were riding along, he 
artfully propbfed running matches between the 
feveral gentlemen who were beft mounted; while 
he himfelf, as hardly recovered from his indifpo- 
fition, moved gently along, on the horfe conveyed 
lo him by the earl of Gloucefter. At length, 
when he obferved the horfes of his attendants fuf- 
ficifently blown by their diverfion, the prince, 
fuddenly clapping fpurs to his horfe, rode off at 
fiill fpeed. As foon as his attendants recovered 
from their furprife, they purfi^ed him till they faw 
the prince received by a party of horfe, which 
had been fent to favour his efcape ^\ 

94 T. Wykes, p. 67. W Kci/ining, p, 585. 
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This fortunate efcape of prince Edward gave 
incredible joy to all the friends of the royal family; 
who flew to arms, and haflened to his (tandard ; 
and being joined by the earl of Gloncefter, Roger 
Mortimer, and tlie barons of thefe parts, he fbon 
found himfelf at the head of a very gallant 
army ^K At the defire of the earl of Glouceft^er, 
the prince made a fol^mn declaration to the army. 
That if God fhould grant him vidx^ry, he would 
perfuade the king his father to banifli all toreign*- 
^rs, to preferve the liberties, and govern accord- 
ing to the laws, of England, This dedaration 
infpired his army with the warmeft attachment to 
his perfon, and the moft ardent zeal for the royal 
caufe ^. 

Though Leiceller was greatly aftonifhed at the 
prince's efcape, he was not wanting to himfelf, 
but took every meafure he could think of for his 
own prefervation. Having the ki-ng ftiU in his 
hands, he obliged that unhappy prince to iffue a 
proclamation, declaring his fon prince Edward, 
the earl of Gloucefter, and all their adherents, 
traitors, and forbidding his fubjefts to give them 
any affiftance ^\ He wrote to his eldcft fon, 
Simon de Montfort, to make all pofEble hafte to 
join him with an army from London, But this 
junfliion never took efFeft; for prince Edward, 
making forced marches, furprifed young Montfort 



95 T. Wykes, p. 6?, »* Id. ibid. 

97 Brady's Appendix, N®2ii, 222, Rymeri Fordcray t# i. p. 810, 
Stx» 8T2, &c. 
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and his army at Kennehvorth, and cut the greateft A.D.i«65. 
part of them in pieces, on the ift of Auguft 
A* D. 1 26^ ^^ The prince, without lofing a 
moment's time, turned about and directed his 
march towards the Severn^ in order to meet and 
attack old Montfort, before he heard of his fon's 
defeat. Leicefter had palTed the Severn, and was 
advanced as far as Evefliam, expefting every mo- 
ment to be joined by his fon with his army from 
London, of whofe misfortune he had received no 
information. Prince Edward commanded one 
part of his army to approach Evefham by the 
road from Kennelworth, difplaying the banners 
which had been taken from young Montf<)rt'3 
army j and the earl of Leicefter*s fpies, deceived 
by that appearance, brought him word, that his 
fon,. widi bis army, was at hand. But the earl did 
not long enjoy the pleafure of this miftake y for he 
loon difcovered with his own eyes, that they were 
enemies who advanced ; and obferving their great 
numbers, and excellent order, he had a prefage 
of his approaching fate ; which made him cry out, 
God have mercy on our fouls ; far our bodies 
are prince Edward's^." The armies foon en- 
gagedy and, being animated by the example of 
their valiant leaders, fought with uncommon fury. 
In the heat of the adion, king Henry was 
wounded^ and in great danger of being flain by 
a foldier of Ms fon's army ; but crying out, " I 

9' T. Wykes, p. 69. M. Paris, p. 67a. Annal. Waverljen, 
p.119. 99 W, Ueinmipgjp. 586. M« Pari$> p. 672.. 
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A. D. 12(5 5. <c 3jj^ Henry of Winchefter, thy fovereign; don't 
*' kill me/* he was known, and condufted to a 
place of fafety'"*. The Welfh troops in Lei- 
cefter's army were the firft who turned their 
backs ; but even after their flight, his other forces 
for fome time maintained their ground, until the 
carl himfelf, and his fon Henry Montfort, were 
flain ; which put an end to the fierce difpute : 
and prince Edward obtained a mod glorious and 
complete viftory near Evefham, on the 4th 
Auguft A. D. 1265. Befides the earl of Lei- 
cefter and his fon Henry, many other- barons of 
that party were killed ; Guy de Montfort, another 
of Leicefter's fons, and feveral other barons,^^ were 
taken prifoners *°*. 

Cbaraaer Thus fell Simon de Montfort, the great earl of 

©f the earl . , ^ 

of Lei- Leicefl:er, who raifed himfelf to a degree of great- 
nefs hardly inferior to royalty, and of wealth fu- 
' perior to that of fome of our monarchs. Nothing 
is more difficult than to form a juft idea of the 
real charaSer of this illuftrious perfon, who was 
abhorred as a devil by one half of England, and 
adored as a faint and guardian angel by the 
other '°*. He was unqueftionably one of the 
greateft generals and politicians of his age ; bold^ 
ambitious, and enterprifing ; ever confidered, both 
by friends and enemies, as the very foul of the 
party which he efpoufed. He was fierce and 
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clamorous in thecaufe of liberty, till he arrived at A.D ia6^. 
power, which he employed in aggrandifing and en- 
riching his own family. But whether he did this 
in order to enable him to eftablifti the liberties of 
his country on a folid foundation, or only to gratify 

his own avarice and ambition, is perhaps impoffible 
to be determined. 

The death of the earl of Leicefter was followed A.D 1166. 
by the total ruin of his family, and definition of o^^nlls of 
his party. The great eftates of the barons were ^^^ ^a»^'« 
confifcated without mercy ; which drove fuch of bam. 
them as had efcaped from the fatal battle of Evef- 
ham to defpair. A number of thefe, under the 
command of Simon de Montfort, eldefl fon of the 
earl of ^ Leicefter, feized and fortified the ifle of 
Axholm, and ftood upon their defence ; but after a 
brave refiftance, they were obliged to furrender to 
prince Edward, and their leader, Simon de Mont- 
fort, was banilhed the kingdom '°^ One Adam 
de Gurdon was at the head of another party of 
thefe defperadoes in Hampfhire ; and being a per- 
fon of great ftrength and courage, he was reduced 
with fome difficulty, prince Edward having taken 
Adam prifoher with his own hand, after a very fierce 
and dangerous combat. The prince, charmed with 
the bravery of the man, though exerted againft his 
own perfon, not only faved his life, but granted 
him his liberty : a favour which he returned by the . 
moft zealous and devoted fervices *°^ The garri- 

»*J W. Hemniirg, !> 3. c. 32. p. 587. 1", Wykes, p. 73, 
"4 T. W}ke», p. 76. M, Patis, p. 675. 
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as),it66. fon of the caftle of Kennelworth was not fo eafrly 
fubdued, holding out againft the royal army fevc- 
ral months, and were at lafl: obliged by famine to 
furrender, in November A. D. 1 266 *°^ But the 
moll formidable body of the remains of the late 
powerful and triumphant faction had taken refuge 
in the ifle of Ely, and made great depredation on 
all the neighbouring country. In order, therefore, 
to extinguifh thefe furviving fparks of civil diffen- 
fkMi, a parliament was held in the town of Kennel- 
worth, during the fiege of the caftle. In this par- 
liament more moderate counfels prevsuled, and cer-> 
tain commiffioners were appointed to compound 
with the rebellious barons. Many of the difinhe- 
rited, as they were then called^ made their corapo- 
fitions, and were reftored to their eftates '°^. But 
the rebels in the ifle of Ely, trufting to their own 
ftrength and that of the place, ftill continued to 
hold out. 
AD. 1^67. In order to their reduftion, the king held a par- 
GioVccftr/ IJan^ent at St. Edmondlbury on the i oth February 
•lifconieijt- A. D. 1 267 '°^ But the earl of Gloucefter, who 
had contributed fo much to the deliverance of 
prince Edward, to the deftruftion of Leicefter, and 
to the reftoration of the king to his liberty and 
authority, refufed to attend that parliament. This 
great nobleman, difgufted at the feverities exer- 
cifed towards the difinherited barons, and with the 
little regard that was paid to the folemn promifes 

»o5 T. Wykes, p. 78. "o^ Thia aa of parliament is caUed 

4ri^um de Ktnntlwottb, M, Parity p. 675. *^7 T. Wykcs, p. 78* 
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■which had been made to him by the prince before A.D.1167. 
the battle of Evelham, had retired in ^ difcontent 
to his own eflate; and the meffengers who were 
fent to him by the parliament, to invite him to that 
affembly, found him bufy in raifing an army. He 
gave thefe meffengers the fti^ongeft affurancds, that 
thefe preparations were defigned againft his enemy 
Mortimer ; and even put into their hands a declar- 
ation, under his own feal, that he never would bear 
arms againft the king : with which declaration the 
king and parliament were fatisfied ; a fupply was 
granted, and an army raifed for the redufHon of 
the ifle of Ely '^ 

When the king was engaged in this expedition The earl 
againft Ely, and prince Edward was employed in ceftcr^"" 
reducing fome of the difmherited barons in the 
riorth, the earl of Gloucefter marched fuddenly 
with his army to London, into which he was re- 
ceived without oppofition. The city of London 
had been the chief fuppoVt of the Leiceftrian party; 
and the intemperate zeal of Fitz-Richard the 
mayor, and the lower rank of citizens, for that party, 
had driven them to commit many cruel outrages 
on the royalifts, and to offer many indignities to 
the royal family; For thefe enormities the city was 
feverely puniflied after the battle of Evelham j for 
which being full of refentment and difaffe£Uon, the 
earl of Gloucefter was a welcome gueft. Here the 
earl publifhed a manifefto, declaring, that he had 
taken up arms, to pr<y:ure more moderate term$ 

«o» T, Wyket, p. 7». 
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A.D.ift67. for the difinherited, and to oblige the king and 
prince to keep their promifes, of preferving all the 
liberties of England ^°^. 

^aci^ ca- Henry was greatly alarmed with this new and 
dangerous infurredion ; and prince Edward arriving 
from the north with an army, and, having joined 
the king, they direSed their march towards I^on- 
don "°. At the approach of the royal army, which 
was very numerous, the earl of Gloucefter made 
propofals for an accommodation ; and having ob-, 
tained an indemnity for himfelf, his followers, and 
the city of London, he laid down his arms, and re- 
turned to his duty. The ifle of Ely furrendered oa 
the 25th of July A. D. 1267, by which a period 
was put to the civil wars and diffenfions with which 
England had been fo long diftrafted. This happy, 
event was chiefly owing to the defeftion of the earl 
of Gloucefter from the Leiceftrian party, and to the 
wifdom, valour, and aftivity of prince Edward. 

Scotland The courts of England and Scotland had now for 

aadWale$. jjjj^j^y y^j.g jjyg^j jj^ ^jj^ j^qQ. cordial friendfhip with 

one another, the two royal families being united, by 
the marriage of king Henry's fifter Joan to Alex- 
ander 11. king of Scots, and of his daughter Mar- 
garet to Alexander IIL Even the national anti- 
pathy between the two kingdoms was in a great 
meafure extinguiihed by an almoft uninterrupted 
peace of half a century. The Englifh in this reign 
did not live in the fame harmony with their neigh- 

'o» Rymeri Foedera, t. i. p. 41. T. Wykes, p. 8i, 
"« Chron, Dunft. p. 394, 395. T. Wykcs, p. 79, 
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boiirs of Wales, whofe princes bore with great im- A.D.1267. 
pati^ce the fuperiority of the crown -of England 
over them and their country, and made frequent 
attempts to throw it off. But all thefe attempts 
were unfuccefsful, and ended in fre(h fubmiifions 
to a power with which they were unable to contend* 
in the late civil wars Lewellyn prince of Wales 
warmly efpoufed the party of Leicefter and the 
barons, and at length (bared in the confequences of 
their defeat : for immediately after the fiirrender of 
the ifle of Ely the royal . army marched into Wales, 
which obliged Lewellyn to renew his homage and 
fealty to Henry, and to pay him befides the fum of 

twenty-five thoufand marks "'. 

By the fubmiffion of the Welfh, England was A.D.ift6s. 
reftored to a ftate of perfefl: tranquillity ; but the Croifadc. 
rage of civil difcord was no fooner extinguifhed, 
than the foolifh and pernicious fpirit of croifading 
revived: for Henry having aifembled his parlia* 
tnent in April A. D, 1268, at Northampton, both 
the king, and Ottobon, the pope's legate, warmly 
recommended a new expedition for the recovery of 
the Holy Land ; and prince Edward, with feveral 
great barons, many knights, and a great multitude 
of common people, affumed the crofs "*. While 
preparations were making for this expedition, an- 
other parliament was held at Marleborough, in 
November, in which feveral good laws were made, 
which are well known by the name of the Statutes 
9f Marleborough "'. 

»" T. Wykei, p. 84. «" Ann. Waverly, ?• tM. 
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A.D.1170, Aftdr tvv6 years had been fpent in preparations^ 

VrincTEd- ?^^^^^ Edwatd embarked at Portfrhouth, in 'May 

ward;8 ex- A. D. i2^o, to join the king of France at Tunis ''^J 

to the^** but that great and good king Lewis IX. dying thfere 

Holy of the plague, and the French army rettlrning home, 

* the prince was fo refolved on this romantic expe* 

dition, that he proceeded to Paleftine with his own 

little army. There this brave prince gave many 

proofs of his undaunted courage and military fkill, 

and fo much alarmed the Saracens, that an affafliii 

was employed to murder him, who was killed in 

ftitiking the attempt, but not till he had wounded 

the prince in the arm with a poifoned knife, by 

which his life was in great danger "*. 

A.D.117** ' While prince Edward was gathering barren lau- 

Henryiii. ^^^^5 ^^^ encountering real dangers in the Holy 

Land, his family, and his native fcountry, flood 

much in need of his prefence. In this interval the 

royal family fuftained two great loffes, by the death 

of Henry 'de Almaine, and of his father, the king 

of the Romans : the former being bafely murdered 

at Viterbo, in Italy, by his two exiled coufins, Guy 

and Simon de Montfort "^j and the latter dying of 

grief for the lofs of his fon, at Berkhamllead, ad 

April A. D. 1272. King Henry, worn out by age 

and ii^firmities, was quite unequal to the talk of go* 

vemment, which under his feebk adminiftration 

became utterly contemptible. The great barons 

opprefled the people at their pleafure, the highways 

iH M. Weft. p. 400. 

««5 M. Parif, p. 67S. T. Wykes, p. 97. Chron. Mailros, 
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were infefted by robbers, and the inhabitants of A.D,ia7a* 
London, and fome other cities, became very riot- '^~'~*~^ 
ous and diforderly. As the king was returning 
from Norwich, where he had been fuppreffing one 
of thefe riots, he was taken ill at St. Edmundfbury, 
from whence being conveyed to Weftminfter by 
eafy joumies, he there died, on the i6th Novem- 
ber A. D. 1272, in the fixty-fifth year of his age, 
and the fifty-feventh of his reign "^ 

Henry IIL fumamed of Winchejler^ was in his Chwaaer 
perfon of middle fixture, of a robuft conftitution, iii. 
bttt unpleafing countenance; his left eye-brow 
hanging down, and almoft covering his eye "'• 
This prince was certainly not poffeJBTed of great 
intelledual abilities, much lefs of true wifdom, and 
the right art of governing ; yet his underftanding 
does not feem to have been remarkably defedlive, 
but had unhappily taken a turn towards low dif- 
honeft cunning. As the ends which he had in . 
view were often bad, and fuch as "could not be 
openly, avowed, he endeavoured to attain them by 
the winding ways of treachery and deceit. Some 
of Henry's repartees are preferved in hiftory, which 
do not befpeak him to have been that fimple fool 
he is often reprefented. When the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, with the biihops of Winchefter, Salif- 
bury, and Carlifle, werefent by parliament in 1253, 
to prefent a very ftrong remonftrance againft un- 
(canonical and forced ele£tions to vacant fees; 

"7 M. Weft. p. 401 . T, Wykei , p. 9^^ 

f«» M.Paris, p.6Sp. 
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A^ii^*- « It IS true/' replied he, " I have been foynewhat 
^* faulty in that particular: I obtruded you, my 
** lord of Canterbur)^ upon your fee: I was obliged 
^' to employ both entreaties and menaces, my 
lord of Winchefter, to get you cleSed, when 
you (hould have been rather fent to fchool : my 
*' proceedings were indeed very irregular and vio- 
*^ lent, my lords of Salifbury and Carlifle, when I 
'^ raifed you from the loweft ftations to your pre- 
fent digmties. It will become you therefore, my 
lords, to fet an example of reformation, by re- 
figning your prefent benefices, and try to ob- 
tain preferment in a more regular manner "'/^ 
But this prince was much more defedive in perfonal 
courage than in underflanding ; and, as appears 
from the whole courfe of his hiftory, as well as from 
many anecdotes, was of a very cowardly and timo- 
rous nature. In th^ year 1^58, when the royal au? 
thority was much eclipfed, and the earl of Leicefler 
was in his glory, the king, in going to the tower 
by water, was overtaken in a ftorm p{ thunder and 
lightning, with which he was greatly terrified, and 
ordered his barge to be put a-fliore at the firft 
Janding-place. But being met by the earl of Lei- 
cefler at his landing, his terrors redoubled, and he 
exhibited all the marks of the greateft conftemation 
in hif countenance, whicK made the earl obfgrve, 
that the ftorm was now over, and he had no further 
reafon to be afraid ; to whiqh the king replied, 
^^ I am indeed beyond meafure afraid of thunder 

"? M« Pari?, p. 579. 
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** and lightning; but, by God*s head, I fear thee a.d.i«7». 
" more than all the thunder in the univerfe "°/* 
Henry was ftill more deftitute of the noble virtues 
of iincerity in making, and fidelity in obferving, his 
engagements, 'than he was of courage. Whenever 
he was hard pulhed by the difcontented barons, he 
fubmitted to any terms they thought fit to prefcribe, 
and confirmed them by all the moft awful oaths 
and folemnities they <:ould devife ; but the moment 
he thought he could do it with fafety, he violated 
all his promifes and oaths without hefitation, fatif- 
fying himfelf with the abfolution of his good friend 
the pope, which he eafily obtained. This wicked 
prevarication was not more odious than it was per- 
nicious to his affairs, and obliged the barons to 
proceed to much greater extremities than otherwife 
they would have done, plainly perceiving that no- 
thing could make him keep his promifes, but put- 
ting it out of his power to break them. But the 
moft Angular feature in this prince's charafter was ' 
his incorrigible partiality and affection to foreigners, 
which attended him through his whole life, and 
occafioned infinite vexations to himfelf and his fub« 
jefts. No fooner was one fet of thefe foreign &• 
vourit^s driven from the royal prefence, by attacks 
which (hook the throne itfelf, than others took 
their place, and wer^ cherifhed with equal fond- 
nefs, and difplaced witn equal difficulties and dan- 
gers*. It is highly probable, that thefe foreigners, 
having their fortunes to make^ were much more 

"o M^Parit, p. 6 s6f 
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A.v. ^t7%, fiipple apd infinu^ting, and more ready to coipply 
with all his humours, than the Englifli barons, 
ponfcious of their own power and importance^ 
The piety of jthis prin.ce is much extolled by the 
inonkifh writers of thofe times "V • He was no 
.doubt a very ufeful and liberal fon to his holy 
father the pope, whon]i he affifted with all his might 
in fleecing his unhappy fubjefts. He was alfo a 
jnoft devout worftiippcr of rufty nails and rotten 
bones, particularly thofe.of his favourite. Saint Edr 
ward the Confeffor, which he placed in a ihrine of 
gold, adorned with precious ftone$ "*. One of the 
moft commendable pa^ts of thi^ prince's charafter 
is hardjy ever rn^ntionpd by our hiflorians, his love 
p{ thp arts ; for the encouragement of which he exr 
pended great fums of money "^ It muft further 
be owned, that he was a very warm and generous, 
though not a very conftant frienjl^ a faithful hufj 
|)and, and an afFe£kionat^ parent, 

Pis cl)i1- Henry IIL left two fons ; Edward his fucceflbr^ 

""• and Edmund furnamed Croucb-bafk, titular king ojF 

Sicily, and earl of Lapcafter, Ldcefter, and Derby, 
and high fteward of England ; and two daughters j 
Margaret, married to Alexander IIL king of 
jScots, and Beatrix^ married to John duke of firif 
taniiy"\ 

piftoiy of As 4Jexander 11. king of Scotland had been in^ 
cot an • ^y^g^ ^Q ^jj^gj. jjj^p jjjg confederacy with princq 

lit £rat beftialis homo^ fed religiofus. Cbron. Mailros, p. ^44, 
M. Paris, p. 680. '*» T, Wyke«, p. 88. 

* f»J See chap. ^ of thU boQk, M+ M. Paris, p. 679* 
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Lewis of France, and the revolted barons, by the A.D.i«i7, 
profpeft of obtaining poffeffion of the three northr Alexander 
em counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, ^^* 
and Weftmorlaad ; as foon as that profped vaniih* 
)2d, by the defeat of the confederates at Lincoln, 
25th May A.D. J 2 17, he began to think* of 
making peace \jfith the young king Henry IIL 
which, after fome time fpent in negotiation, was 
concluded "S By one article of thi^ treaty, it 
was flipnlated, that the king of Scotland fhould . 
marry the princefs Joan, the eldeft filler of the 
Jung of England; and their nuptial^ (after fome 
delays, occafioned by the detection of the princefs 
i^ France) were celebrated 25 th Jiane A, D^ 
1^21 "% 

This peace and marriagie put a ftpp tq all hofti- A.D.ia»f» 
lities between the two nations for feveral years, JJih Eng- 
and introduced a friendly intercourfe between the **"^' 
Jwo royal families, now fo nearly related. The 
king and queen of Scotland made frequent vifits 
to the court of England ; where they were nobly 
ent^rtjiined, and received many valuable proofs of 
friendfhip from their royal brother "^ This ex- 
ternal tranquillity gave Alexander leifure to fup- 
prefs ^ dangerous infufreftion in Argyle, A. D. 
1222, and to punifli the people of Caithnefs for 
the murder of fheir bifliop;^ whom they had burnt 
Jp death in his o\yn Jipufe "^ ^fhe Internal peace 

>*' M. Paris, p. 104. Feed. torn. x. p. 214. Chron. Mel. p. 155, 
"(^ M. Paris, p. 11 6* Rym. Feed. torn. i« p. 240. 
^V Ford. !• 9* <;• ^j, A|. Paris, p. 250. Chroo. McJ. p, ^03. 
Rjrm. F;td, t.|. p. 370. 37^. ^*^ Ford. I. ^. c. ^4. 37- 
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A.l>.i*ii. of the kingdom was again difturbed, A. D. 1229, 
by Gillefcop, a turbulent -baron in the north, who 
was at laft defeated and flain "^ 
pifputcs Though the intimate relation and pacific difpo- 
y^, fitions of the two Britifli monarchs prevented an 

optn rupture, there were ftili feveral fubjefts of 
difpute between them, which now and then occa- 
fioned fome difquiet. On the one hand, Henry 
fometimes difcovered a difpofition to revive the 
claim of homage from the king of Scotland, 
which had been given up by Richard I. ; and on 
the other hand, Alexander ftill infifted on his 
claim to the three northern counties of Eng- 
land'^. This difpute was determined, A. D, 
J 237, by the mediation of thp pope's legate ; and 
Alexander accepted of certain lands in Northum- 
berland and Cumberland, in lieu of all Iiis 
claims ^'*. 
Peath of Joan queen of Scotland, who had contributed 
ibe queen, ^^ much to the pcace of her family and her coun- 
try, died 4th March A. D, 1238, without having 
had any children, and Alexander married a French 
lady, Mary, daughter of Ingelram de Cougi, icth 
May A.D. 1239'^*. 
Qi^iarrci Though the friendfhip between the two mo.. 

ilnd prt? narchs was not immediately diffolved when the 
Tcfttcd. great bond of union was removed, yet it gradu-. 
ally declined, and national jealoufies revived, 

>»• Ford, 1. 9. c. 47. 

>30 Rym. Feed. t. i. p. }34, 335, 374* &c. 

*^» See Lord Hailes's moft accurate Annalt of Scotland, vol. i, 
p. J 33. "^^ Chrpn, Mel. p» 103, »04* 
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After fome time fpent in mutual complaints and A.D.i»44« 
iaccufations, both princes raifed armies and pre- ^'~'~~ 
pared for war, A. D. 1244'". But that was 
happily prevented, and a peace concluded, by the 
^lediation of Richard earl of Cornwall and other 
Englifh barons, and Alexander engaged to live in 
amity with England, and not to affift her en^« 
mies, unlefs the Englilh did hirji fome wrong '^^ 

WTien Alexander was engaged in an expedition l^eath and 
againft Angus of Argyle, who refufed to do ho- ©f Alex- 
mage for certain iflands, he was feized with a fever, *"***' ^^^ 
of which he died in the fmall ifle of Kirarry, 8th 
July A, D. 1249, in the fifty-firft year of his 
age, and thirty-fifth of his reign '"• He was on? 
of the wifeft and beft princes that ever filled the 
throne of Scotland : and though he maintained 
the independency of his crown abroad, and the 
authority of his government at hpme, with the 
greateft fteadinefs and fpirit ; yet in doing both he 
jtfted with (b much temper and integrity, *' that 
*' (to ufe the words of a contemporary Englifh 
^* hiftorian) he was juftly beloved by all the peo- 
^ pie of England, as well as by his own fub- 
" jefts "•. He was fucceeded by his only fon, 
of the fame n^me, a child in the eighth year of 
fas age* 

Alexander IR. was both knighted and crowned ^*^^*|^^.^ 
by the bifliop of St. Andrew's, at Scoon, 13th aadcriij, 

"51 M.PariSy p. 43*. 436. '>'♦ Rym. Feed. torn. i. p. ^z$* 

135 M. Paris, p. 5i5> 5|6, CbrQii. Nfailros, p. 2i9r 
^>* ly?, fans, p. 436. 
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A.D.1244- July, only five days after his father's death ^''. 

^"^ '"*^ . This precipitation was ufed to prevent the king of 
England from interfering in thefe ceremonies. 

Hrsmar- Alexander had been betrothed, A. D. 1242, 

"' ' when he was only a year old, to Margaret eldeft 

daughter of Henry III. a princefs about the fame 

' age ; and their nuptials were celebrated with great 

A.D.1251. pomp, at York, 26th December A. D. 1251'^% 
On that occafion Alexander did homage to Henry 
for his poiTef&ons in England ; but Henry, taking 
advantage of his youth, and other circumftances, 
required him to do homage to him for his crown 
and kingdpm of Scotland. To this u^feafonable 
and ungenerous requifitiqn, Alexander, by the 
advice of his council, returned this prudent an- 
fwer, ** That he had been invited to York to 
^^ marry the princefs of England, not to treat of 
^^ ilate affairs ; and that he could not take a ftep 
^^ of fo much importance, without cpnfu|ting hi$ 

" parliament "V* 
^*^?| Scotland was a feene of much difquiet, and of 

various revolutions, during the minprity of Alex- 
ander IIL The great me^ w^e divided into two 
parties, the one compofed of the powerful family 
of the Comyns, and their friends; the other of 
the reft of the nobility and their followers, Ro- 
bert de Ros and John de Baliol, two of the Co- 
. myn party, werp regents^ ^d had the young king 
and queen in th^ir hands, which gave them a great 

»J^ Ford. 1, 10. c. I, f38 J(I, Paris, p. $95, 554, 

»3? Id. p. 554* SfS* 
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advantage ovfcr their rivals'^. They kept their A.D.i*si. 
fovereign and his confort in a kind of confine- 
inent in the caftle of Edinburgh, without allowing 
them to cohabit j of which, and fome other dif- 
courtefies, the queen made bitter complaints. * 

The king of England, being uncle to the kingj ^ '"f °^ 
and father to the queen of Scots, could not be an interpofes. 
unconcerned fpeflator of thofe tranfaftions. Lif- 
tening to the complaints of his daughter againil 
the Comyns, he embraced the interefts of the op- 
polite party, who had the good fortune to take 
the caftle of Edinburgh by furprife, and fet the 
king and queen at liberty*^'. To fupport them^ 
Henry came with an army to the borders of Scot^ 
land ; but at the fame time, Auguft 25, A. D. 
1255, he emitted a proclamation, declaring, that 
he did not defign to attempt any thing againft the 
rights and liberties of that kingdom^'**. He was 
vifited by the king and queen of Scotland, who 
fpent fome time with him, firft at Werk caftle, 
and afterwards stt Roxburgh. At this laft place 
a plan for the goremment of Scotland, during 
the king's minority, was fettled, 20th September. A.D.ns^. 
By this plan the Comyns and their friends were 
difmifled from the council, and deprived of all 
their places, and the adminiftration was com- 
mitted to fifteen' of the chiefs of the oppoftte 
party ^\ 

. H« M. Paris^ p. 609. Chron. Dunft. p. 317. 
'^* Chron. Mailrot» p. ^%o. 
H» Rym, Foed. tOfn« i» p. s(a» HI Id. ibid. p« 566^ 567. 
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A.D.1J55. The tranquillity of their kingdom being thus 
Ai«wnd« reftored, the young king and queen, attended by 
a retinue of 300 horfe, vifited the court of Eng- 
land in Auguft A. D. 1256 j and on September 2, 
Alexander obtained a grant of the earldom of 
Huntingdon from his father-in-law '^. As a further 
mark of his affeftion, Henry iffued orders to all 
bis military tenants in the five northern counties, 
to affift the king of Scotland with all their 
forces "*^ 

The peace of Scotland was of (hort duration. 
Gamelin, late chancellor, and bifhop-eled of St. 
Andrew's, a zealous friend of the Comyns, was 
confecrated by William de Bondington biQiop 
of Glafgow, who was of the fame party, in diredi, 
oppofition to an injun£lion of thofe in power. 
For this a£t of difobedience, the bifhop of St. 
Andrew's was outlawed, and the revenues of his 
fee were feized. He flew to Rome, and com- 
plained to the pope, who efpoufed his caufe fo 
warmly, that he excommunicateci all his enemies. 
The Coniyns and their party, taking advantage 
of this, exclaimed loudly, that the king and 
government were in the hands of excommimi-* 
cated perfons ; and that the kingdom was in 
danger of being laid under an interdift. Not 
contented with clamours, they flew to arms, and 
feized the king and queen at Kinrofs. They alfo 
made an alliance with Lewellyn prince of Wales, 
who was then (1257) at war with England, and. 



»♦♦ M.Paris,. p. 6a6. 



'45 Rym« Feed* torn. i. p. 605. 
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canying the young king with them, they marched A-Dnsr- 
their army to the borders. But Henry having 
raifed an army in the north, a negotiation was fet 
on foot, which produced a kind of coalition of 
parties, and a regency was formed, confiding of 
ten perfpns, four of each party, with the queen- 
dowager and her fecond hufband, John de 
Brienne '^. 

Though this coalition of parties was probably Peace «* 
not very lincer^, it produced an external calm, 
which gave the king and queen of Scotland an 
opportunity of vifiting the court of England^ 
where the queen was delivered of a daughter, 
named Margaret, A. D. 1 260 ^\ 

Alexander having now arrived at full age, took Norwc- 
the reins of government into his own hands, and Ion. 
conduded the affairs both of peace and war with 
prudence and courage. It was not long before 
his courage was put to the trial. Haco king of 
Norway, having coUeded a fleet of one hundred 
and fixty (hips, embarked with a numerous army 
and failed towards Scotland, in fummer, A.D» 
1263, moil probably with an intention to reco- 
ver fuch of the weftem ifles as had formerly be- 
longed to his crown, but had been wrefted from 
it by the Scots. He made himfelf mafter of the 
iilands of Arran and Bute, and afterwards landed 
his army on the coaft of Cunningham. By this 

146 Chron. Mailros, p. zii. M. Paris, p. 644. Rym. Foed» 
torn. I. p. 670. 
'47 Rym. Feed, torn. 1. p, 713. Chron, MailroS| p. 223. 
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AJ>. ia57. time Alexander had raifed an army, with which 
he attacked the bold invaders of his counCry^ at 
Largs, Odober 2. The battle was fiefce ami 
bloody ; but viftory at laft declaring for the Scot^/ 
the gteateft part of the invading army fell in the 
adlion of in the purfuit.' To complete the mif* 
fortunes of the Norwegians^ their fleet was diffi- 
pated, and many of their fliips wrecked, by 3 
dorm, the day after the battle. Haco reached 
the Orkneys, where he landed, and foon after 
died, as it is faid, of a brbken heart ^^ This 
defeat of the Norwegians was followed by the re* 
du£lion of almoft all the weftem iflands, and the 
fubmiilion of Magnus king of Man, to hold his 
country of Alexander, and to fumifli liim with teii 
gallies, when demanded '^* 
A.D.I 264. Alexander^ now enjoying perfefl. tranquillity at 
fendTa^r h6me, fcHt 2L choice body of his fubjefts, imder 
to Henry ({jg conduft of John Gomynj John Baliol, and 
Robert Bruce, to the afliftance of his father-in- 
law Henry III. againft his revolted barons, Thefe 
troops behaved bravely, and fufFered much at the 
battle of Lewes : two of their leaders, John Co- 
myn and Robert Bruce, were made prifoners^ but 
foon obtained their liberty *f . 
Weftern Magnus king of Norway, difcouraged by the 

(dtoScotI difafter which had befallen his father, yielded all 
^*"'^* his rights to the weftern iflands and the ifle of 

i^* ToiTari. Hift. Norvrg, 4. 47. Ford, !• lo. c. 17, Chron* 
Mailro*, p. i»4.. **' Ford. U 10. c. i8. 

^^^ M. Paris; p^ 669. Heonming, p. 581. Knyght« col. »447* 
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Maa (A.D. 1266) to the crown of»Scotkiad, A.aiajy^ 
for the fum of 4000 marks, to be paid in four 
ye^rs, and a quitrrent of 100 marks yearly '^% 
The Norwegians ftill retained the Orkney and 
Shetland iflands* 

Scotland enjoyed fo perfedl a peace during the Great 
reft of the reign of Alexander III. which falls luy.^"* 
within this peripd, that it happily affords few ma- 
t^rials for hiftory. , It wa^ no fmall addition to the 
felicity of this good prince, that his queen was 
delivered of one fon, who was named Akscander^ ' 

A. D. 1263, and of another, who was named 
David^ A.D, 1270'^% 



SECTION n. 

Xbe civil and military bijiory of Britain^ from th^ 
death of Henry III. A. D. \%Ti^ to the death 
of Edward I. A. D. 1 307, 



THOUGH Edward L eldeft fon of the late ^^""^f^^ 
king, was at a diftance from England when i. 
his father died, the greatnefs of his charaQ:er fe- 
cured his peaceable fuccefQon, and perfons of all 
ranks fwore fealty to him with much alacrity % 
In an affembly of the nobility held on the day 
after the royal funeral, the archbilhop of York, 

>Si Torfafft Hift. Norveg. vol. 4.. p. 343. 
<5« Chron. Mailros^ p. 9^25. BoecCy 1* 13. > 
' Rymerl Fcsdera^i t. i* p. Z%Z* Walflsfhanii p* 54. Weft« 
rooDft. p. 352, 

Vol., VII. F the 
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AJP.i>73. the carls •£ Cornwall and Gloucefter, were chofen 
regents of the kingdom ; and this choice was con- 
firmed in a more full affembly or parliament, in 
January A, D. 1273. 

A.D.I 274. Edward was in Sicily, on his return from the 

His coro- •' r t • 

nation. Holy Land, wjien he received the news of his 
father's death, and of his own peaceable acceffion* 
Being informed at the fame time, of the perfedk 
tranquillity of his dominions, he made no great 
hafte to take pofTeffion of the crown. After 
fpending fome time at Rome, and other parts of 
Italy, he vifited the court of France, and per- 
formed his homage for the territories which he 
held of that crown. Having fuppfeffed an in- 
furreftion in Gafcony, and fettled fome commer- 
cial difputes with the earl of Flaiiders, he em- 
barked for England, landed at Dover, Auguft 2, 
A. D. 1274, and was crowned at Weftminfter, on 
the 1 9th of the fame month, together with his 
queen Eleanora, th:^ amiable and affedionate 
companion of his travels *. 
Firft^as As England at this time enjoyed a profound 
ward's go- peace, Edward very wifely feized that favourable 
▼eminent, opportunity of enquiring into the ftate of the 
lands and revenues of the crown ; and into the 
conduft of the flierifFs and other officers, who had 
both defrauded the king and oppreffed the people 
in the late reign ^ He was at no lefs pains to 
reftore the internal police of the kingdom, and 

* T. Walfingham, p. 45, 4.6. T. Wykes, p. loi. 
I Chron. Dunft. p. 426* 

the 
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the vigorous execution of the Iaw$, which the A<D.r»75. 
late troubles and the feeble adminiftration of 
Henry had rendered contemptible^ By the ad* 
vice of his parliament, which met at Weftminfter 
in May A. D. 1275, many good laws were ena£t« 
ed^ which have been ever fince diftinguiihed by 
the name of the Statutes of We/imin/ier\ But 
it was not long before Edward was /interrupted in 
thefe falutary works of peace, and involved in 
fcenes of war. 

The only vaiTal of the crown of England who DifptitA 
had made any fcruple of payipg homage and Trf^cetf 
fwearing fealty to Edward at his acceifion, was Waltt* 
Lewellyn prince of Wales* This prince had been 
feveral times fummoned to come to court, and 
perform his homage j but, without diredly refufc 
ing, he ftill delayed to do this, under various 
pretences* While Edward was employed in regu* 
lating the internal ftate of his kingdom, he 
winked at thefe delays ; but that aiFair being now 
fettled, he determined to bring this powerful and 
refraftory vaffal to obedience. The animofity of 
the prince of Wales againft Edward was much 
increafed by an incident which happened about 
this time* Lewellyn^ who had been a faithful ally 
and zealous friend to the great earl of Leicefter, 
in the days of his profperity, ftill continued to 
cultivate the friendfhip of that family, after their 
banilhment out of England, and had even entered 
into a Gontraft of marriage with Eleanor de 

^ Coke*t ad Inftitutei p. 156. 
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A.D.H76. Montfort, a daughter of that earl ; but the young 
lady being , intercepted on her paffage from France 
to Wales, was detained a prifoner in the* court 
of England ^ When the prince was again fum- 
moned to come and perform his homage, he made 
bitter complaints of the injury which had been done 
him, and refufed to comply, unlefs his bride was 
immediately fet at liberty, and the king's fon, with 
feveral noblemen, were put into his hands as hof- 
tages for the fafety of his perfon. This laft de- 
mand was thought infolent and unreafonable, both 
by Edward and the Englifh parliament, which met 
after Eafter, A,D. 1276, at Weftminfter, to con- 
fider of this affair. The parliament further declar- 
ed, that Lewellyn had forfeited his dominions, by 
refufing to dp homage to his fuperior lord; ex- 
horted Edward to reduce him by force of arms ; 
and for that purpofe granted him a fifteenth of the 
moveables both of the clergy and laity *. 

A.D.1277- In confequence of this advice and fupply, Ed- 

WaUs!"^ ward prepared in good earnefl: for the conqueft of 
Wales. Every thing being prepared for this ex- 
pedition, in the Tpring A. D. 1277, Edward ad- 
vanced towards Wales at the head of a great army ; 
and with equal caution and courage penetrated into 
the heart of that country. 

Peace with Lewellyn, as ufual, retired with his army into 
the mountains of Snowden j but here he was foon 
afTaulted by famine, which obliged him to fue to 

i Walfingham, p. 46, 47. T, Wykcs, p. 104* 
^ Ann. W^averlieji. p. 231. 
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Edward for peace, which was granted, but on very A.D.iyr^ 
hard terms. He agreed to pay 50,000 pounds for 
damages, and the expences of the war j to do ho- 
mage to the crown of England, and even permit 
all the barons of Wales to do the lame, except four ; 
to give up all the country between Chefliire and the 
river Conway ; and to fettle fuitable revenues on his 
two brothers Roderic and David \ who had taken 
flielter in the court of England, and implored the 
protcdion of Edward again ft their own brother'. 

Though Lewellyn had been reduced to the ne- Lenity of 
ceffity of fubmitting to thefe fevere conditions, 
which hardly left him a fhadow of fovereignty j 
Edward was not very rigorous in exafting the full 
performance of them. He remitted the payment 
of the 50,000 pounds * ; delivered to Lewellyn his 
betrothed wife ; affifted at their marriage ; and, 
conduQing the prince to Weftminfter, he there 
performed homage to Edward, according to the 
late treaty, on Chriftmas day A. D. 1277, in pre- 
fence of the bifliops and barons of England ". / 

The annals of England, in the two next years,. A.D.1178. 
are full of the fevere punifliments which were then mentof 
inflided upon the Jews for clipping the coin, and '^* J*^** 
other iniquitous praftices ". An order was iffued 
to feise the whole of that people in one day^ the 
1 2th November A^D. 1278"; and, after a very 
ihort trial, two hundred and eighty of them were 

^ T. Wykcs, p. 105, 106. Rymer, vol. s. p. 88* ^ 

* Trivit, Ani>. 1277, 9 Rymer, vol. *.. p« 91. 

»« T. Wyket, p. 106. " Walfing, p. 48, 
V T. Wykei, p« 107. 
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A>P« iay$, hanged in London only, and all their lands, houfes, 
money, and goods, to an immenfe value, were 
confifcated ^K 

Inquifition Edward at the fame time employed another me- 

into the 1 t . rr . 

titles of the thod to fill his coffers, and increafe the revenues of 
*'°"** the crown ; by appointing commiffioners to exa- 
mine the titles by which the barons and others held 
their lands, Thefe commiffioners, by a vigorous 
exertion of their authority, gave great trouble and 
vexation to many, brought a great deal of money 
into the exchequer, by fines and compofitions for 
defeddve titles, and added many eftates to the royal 
demefnes. But a (lop was put to their career by 
the boldnefs of the earl of Warren ; who appearing 
before thefe commiffioners, and being defired to 
produce the inftruments by which he held his 
^ftate, drew an old rufty fword out of its fcabbard ; 
♦* This,'* fays he, " is the inftrument by which 
♦^ my anceftors gained their eftate, and by which 
** I will keep it as long as I live.** This anfwer 
being reported to Edward, he became fenfible of 
the impropriety of pufhing this inquifition any fur- 
ther, and wifely revoked the qommiffion '\ 
War with But it was not long before Edward was called 
again into the fields of war; in which indeed he 
too much delighted. Lewellyn prince of Wales 
and his fubjeQis were very uneafy in that ftate of 
fubjeftion to which they were reduced ; and this 
uneafinefs was much increafed by the infolencp of 
the victorious Englifli fettled in the ponquered 

f3 M. Weft. p. 367. "4 Aru, Waverlien. p. 135. 
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country betiveen Chefliire and the river Conway ; A.D.ii8r. 
and by the haughtinefs of the lords marchers, who 
flighted all the complaints of the Welfli "^ David, 
brother of Lewellyn, diffatisfied with Edward, in- 
flamed the refentment of his brother, and exhorted 
him to make another brave effort to fliake off the 
Englifli yoke, and recover the ancient freedom and 
independence of his country. Accordingly in the 
fpring A.D. 1 28 1, the Welfh flew to arms, and 
made inroads upon the Englifli territories. Their 
firfl: attempts were crowned with fuccefs : they took 
the lord Clifford prifoner, and gained fome other 
flight advantages over the troops which were fent 
to oppofe them '^ 

Edward was not ill pleafed with this frefli infur- A.D.iaSa. 
reftion of the Welfli, as it furniflied him with a of*WaUi. 
plaufible pretence for making a total conquefl: of 
their country. In order to this, he fummoned his 
barons and military tenants to meet him at Wor- 
cefl:er about Midfumnier ; and having collefted a 
great army from all parts of his dominions, he ad- 
vanced towards Wales '^ Lewellyn, unable to face 
fo great a force in the open field, retired into the 
fafl:neffes of Snowden, whither he was followed by 
Edward, who feizing all the paffes, refolved once 
more to reduce the Welfli by famine. As he 
imagined this would be a work of fome time, he • 
gave the command of the army to Roger Morti- 

■5 PowePs Hiftory, p. 344. &c. 

•6 Walfmg. p. 49. Annal. Waverliun. p. 134.. 

«7 AJ. Weft- P- 4"' T. Wyke8,p. 110. 
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I^.D,ii««. nicr, and^ retiring to the caftk of Rudhlati, quietly 
waited the event. But the affair was brought to a 
fpeedier iflue than he expefted: for the Welfh 
having defeated a fmall party of the Englifli who 
had raJhly ventured over from the ifle of Angiefey 
on a bridge of boats, were fo much elated with this 
trifling fuccefs, that they left their faftnejSTes, and 
attacked the Englifli in the open plain. I'hey 
paid very dear for their prefumption ; for they re- 
ceived a total defeat, on the nth December 
A. D. L282, Lewellyn himfelf, and two thoufand 
of his men, being left dead on the field of battle *^ 
Prince David made his efcape^ and flralked about 
the country for fome time in various difguifes ; but 
being betrayed and taken prifoner, he was condiift- 
ed to Shrewfbury, tried by his peers (probably as^ 
earl of Derby), condemned and executed as a 
A.D.ia^3. traitor '^ His head (with that of his brother) was 
expofed to public view on the walls of the tower of 
London, and his quarters fent to York, Briftol, 
Northampton, and Winchefl^er. In this cruel 
manner did Edward flied the blood of the laft of 
the ancient fovereigns of Wales, derived frohi fo 
long a line of princes ^. 
Effcfls of After this decifive viftory, and the death of their 
qucftr"' princes, the Welfli made no further refifl:ance ; but 
tamely, though not without much inward forrow 

18 Powell's Hift. Wales. « T. Wykes, p. 1 1 1. 

*«> Knyghton, col. 2465. T. Walfing. p, 50, 51, 52. Chron. 

Trivet, an. 1281, 82, 83. Annal. Waverlitn. p. 235, &c. He- 
mingfordy t. i. p. 7. X3« 
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and reludance, fubmitted to the Englifli yoke; A.D.itj-s. 
and an end was put to that long and bloody quarrel '^^'*^^^ 
between the Englifli and ancient Britons, which 
had fuMifted more than eight centuries. This, 
however Ihocking it was to the brave and inde- 
pendent fpirits of the WeHh, was a very happy 
event, as it put a flrop to thofe torrents of bloody 
and fcenes of defolation, occafioned by the mutusd 
enmity of the two nations ; and as it made way for 
the introduction of the Englifli laws, learning, an4 
arts, into Wales. Some years after the conqueft 
of Wales, Edward beftowed the title of Prince cf 
Wales on his eldeft fon Edward, which hath ever 
iince been the title of the eldeft fons of the kings 
of England. 

The final redufUon of Wales produced a pro* P«ace^ 
found peace, which continued feverai years with- . 
out the leaft interruption, and gave Edward leifure 
to make further improvements in the laws and 
government of England, which will be takeii no* 
tice of in their proper place *'. 

Since the acceffion of Edward to the throne rf Edward 
England, he had been feverai times called upon three ycara 
to attend the kings of France as one of their *" France, 
vaflals, by virtue of his territories on the conti- 
nent; but being engaged at home, he had fent 
excufes ; which were admitted. Being now at lei- 
fure, and receiving a fummons from Philip the 
Fair, who had lately mounted the throne of France, 
to come and perform his homage, and being alfo 

•» Chap, 3, 

chofen * 
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A.IX1186. chofen mediator between the competitors for the 
~^'^*~ crown of Sicily, he refolved to rifit the continent. 
Having appointed the earl of Pembroke regent of 
the kingdom, he fet fail for France on the 24th 
June A. D. 1286*% attended by feveral Englifli 
biihops and barons. The tranfaftions of Edward, 
during his long refidence abroad, belong more 
properly to the hiftory of his foreign dominions 
than to that of England. It is enough to fay, that 
he was chiefly employed in profecuting fome claims 
which he had to certain territories in France, as 
heir to his mother Eleanor of Provencp, and in 
putting an end, by his mediation, to the long and 
bloody difpute between the houfes of Anjou and 
Aragon about the crown of Sicily ; and that in 
both thefe affairs he a£^ed with great wifdom, ho- 
nour, and fuccefs. He was by thefe things, how- 
ever, detained rather more than three years in 
France, and did not arrive in England till the 1 2th 
of Auguft A.D. 1289 "^ 
A.D.1S89. Edward's long abfence from England had been 
ijuencw attended with many inconveniencies. It had en- 
of the couraged the Welfh, not yet well reconciled to the 
fence. ' Englifli government, to raife an infurreftion, which 
was fupprefled with fomp difficulty. The king^ 
dom was a fcene of much violence and confufion ; 
particularly one Thomas Chamberlain, a gentle--, 
man of defperate fortunes (in conjunftion with fe- 
veral other defperadoes), was guilty of a mofl out- 

" M. Weft. p. 411. »J T. Wykes, p. iiS. Htmingford, 
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rageous aft of villany, by fetting fire to the town A-D.i»89. 
of Bofton in Lincolnfhire, in the time of a great 
fair, and plundering the merchants aiid townfmen 
of money and goods to an immenfe value, in the 
confufion occafioned by the fire. Chamberlain was 
taken and .hanged ; but could not be prevailed 
upon to difcover any of his accomplices *^ The 
very fountains of juftice were polluted, and loud 
complaints were made of the corruption and ve- 
nality of the judges. The king, foon after his re- 
turn, called a parliament to examine thefe com- 
plaints ; which were found to be true. Sir Thomas 
Weyland, the chief jufticiary, being found guilty, 
was baniftied the kingdom ; the other judges of 
both benches, of the Jews, of the forefts, the juf- 
tices itinerant, feveral IherifFs and bailiffs, and 
others concerned in the adminiftration of juftice, 
being alfo found guilty, were fined, according to 
the degrees of their demerits, or their wealth; 
which fines are faid to have brought no lefs than 
one hundred thoufand marks into the royal trea- 
fury *^ The Jews, too, feem to have taken oc- 
cafion, from the king's abfence, and the venality 
of the judges, to pufh their exaftions to a greater 
length than ever; for the cry againft them was 
now become fo vehement and univerfal, that the 
parliament affembled at Weftminfter on the' 14th 
of January A. D. 1290, came to a refolution to A.D.i»9«, 
banifli the whole race of thefe greedy and ufurious 
Ifraelites out of the kingdom. In confeqtience of 

f^ HemiRg. vol. i. p. 16, 17. *5 T. Wykcs, p. lai. ^ 
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this refolution, all their real eftates were confif- 
cated, and no fewer than fifteen thoufand Jews 
were at this time expelled from England ^^ 

The kingdoms of England and Scotland had 
continued many years in. the moft perfeft peace 
and harmony. The two royal families, ftriaiy 
united by the ties of blood, had maintained a con- 
ftant intercourfe of friendly vifits and^ mutual good 
offices ; — the coin of each kingdom had been cur- 
rent in the other, and the merchants had enjoyed 
the greateft freedom of trade in both. But this 
happy period of peace and harmony was now near 
an end, and was fucceeded by the moft fierce and 
lafting animofities, and a long feries of cruel and 
deftruftive wars, which brought many calamities 
on both kingdoms. In order to difcover the fatal 
fource of thefe national animofities and wars, it will 
be neceffary to take a view of fome events which 
had lately happened in Scotland. 

Alexander III. king of Scots, who was killed 
on the 19th of March 1286, by a fall from his 
horfe, near Kinghorn, left no children, and but 
one grandchild, a female, an infant, and in a fo^ 
reign country. This was Margaret, the only child 
of Alexander's daughter of the fame name, late 
queen of Norway, the undoubted heirefs of the 
crown of Scotland, and recognized as fuch by the 
ftates of that kingdom, which met ^bout three 
weeks after the king's death. The fame conven- 
tion of eftates made choice of fix noblemen to be 
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regents of the kingdom during the abfence of their A.t).i»9a. 
young queen, then only about three years of age ^\ 
For fome time thefe regents afted with wifdom and 
unanimity, and their government gave univerfal 
content ; but the earl of Buchan, one of the re- 
gents, dying, and the earl of Fife, another of 
them, being murdered, difputes arofe among the 
remaining four ; and every thing tended to confu- 
fion. Eric king of Norway, bearing of thefe dif- 
tradtions, began to be apprehenfive for the inte- 
refts of his daughter, the queea of Scotland ; and 
in order to fecure to her the pofTeiEon of that 
crown, he applied by ambafladors to Edward king 
of England, her grand uncle, for his affiftance an4 
proteftion *^ This application was very agreeable 
to Edward ; who had already formed a fcheme for 
uniting the two Britifli kingdoms, by the marriage 
of his eldeft fon Edward with the young queen of 
Scots ; and had even privately procured a difpen- 
fation from the pope for that purpofe. Conferences 
were held at Salifbury between the ambaffadors of 
^ the king of Norway, fome of Edward's minifters, 
and plaiipotentiaries from the regency of Scotland ; 
in which all the preliminaries for the young queen's 
voyage into her dominions were fettled ^\ 

Edward, thinking all things now ripe for open- Marriage 
ing his grand fcheme, fent a very honourable em- pri^c^Ed.. 
bafly to the parliament of Scotland, met at Brig- ward and 
ham, near Kelfo, on the i8th of July 1296, to quwnof* 

Scatlaml 
*7 Buchan. Hift. Scot. J. S. p. 132. Rymeri Foed. t. ». p. 166. *^<^go^»*^- 
ft7i. 314.. 327» 339« ** Rymeri Feed. t. ». p. 4.16. • 
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A.D.1390. make a formal demand of their young queen in marj 
riage with his fon, and with full powers to fettle all 
the conditions of the marriage. The parliament of 
Scotland readily agreed to the marriage, as advanta-* 
geotts to both kingdoms; but, in fettling the condi- 
tions, they took every poflible precaution to prcfervef 
the independency of their country, and to guard 
againft every danger that might arife from fo ftrift ant 
alliance with fuch a powerful and ambitious neigh-* 
bour. It was agreed. That the Scots fliould en- 
joy all their ancient laws, liberties, and cuftoms :— * 
That in cafe Edward and Margaret fhould die 
without iffue of the body of Margaret, (he king- 
dom of Scotland Ihould revert, free, abfolute, and 
independent to the next heir : — ^That in cafe Ed- 
ward fhould die before Margaret, without iffue by 
her, the body of Margaret fhould be remitted to 
Scotland free and independent : — ^That the military 
tenants of the crown, and other fubjefts, fhould not 
be obliged to go out cf Scotland, to do homage^ 
to fwear fealty^ to .eled or to be elefted to any 
ofHce, or to do afty fervice that had been ufually 
performed in Scotland: — :That the kingdom of 
Scotland fhould have its chancellor, officers of 
ftate, courts of juflice, &c. as before: — ^That a 
new great feal fhould . be made, and kept by the 
chancellor, with the ordinary arms of Scotland^ 
and the name of none but the queen of Scotland 
engraved upon it: — That all papers and records 
belonging to the crown and kingdom of Scotland, 
fhould be lodged in a fecure place within thafe 
kingdom, under the fcals of the nobility :-— That 

all 
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all parliaments called to treat of the affairs of Sdot- A.D.ji9o^ 
land, (hould be held within that kingdom : — ^That 
no duties, taxes, or levies of men, ihould be raifed 
in Scotland, but fuch as had been ufual: — ^That 
the king of England fhould pay the pope one hun* 
dred thoufand pounds, for the ufe of the holy 
wars : — ^and. That himfelf and his dominions fhould 
be excommunicated, and laid under an interdict, * 
. if he did not religioufly obferve all thefe articles ^. 
Thefe articles were agreed to and confirmed by 
Edward : and as this is the firfl ^plan which was 
formed for the union of the Britifh crowns, it is a 
great curiofity. The Scots in thefe times are re- 
prefented by fome of our hiftorians as an ignorant 
and barbarous people ; but it is hard to fay what 
better precautions could have been taken by the 
wifefl nation, in the moft enlightened age, for fe- 
curing the freedom and independency of their 
country. 

All thefe preliminaries being fettled to the mu- ^^}^ ©f 
tual fatisfaftion of both nations. Sir Michael Scot quwn of* 
and Sir David Weems were fent as commiifioners Scotland. 
from Scotland to Norway, to receive the young 
queen, and conduct her into her own dominions ^\ 
But when all Britain was big with expeftation of 
the arrival of this princefs, who was to be the bond 
of lafling peace and union, a ruipour of her death 
was firft heard, and afterwards more certain intel- 
ligence was received, that (he had died ii^ Orkney, 
where, being fick, (he had landed 
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It will be difficult to find in hiftory the death of 
any one perfon attended with more fatal CQnfe" 
quences than that of this infant queen. It diifi* 
pated in a moment all the pleafmg hopes of peace 
and union, and entailed long and bloody wars 
upon both the Britifh kingdoms, which brought 
the weakeft of them to the very brink of ruin. 

Edward, in the courfe of the late negotiations, 
had gained a very powerful party in Scotland , and, 
amongft others, Frafer, bifhop of St. Andrew*s, 
one of the regents, from whom he received the 
earlieft intelligence of the young queen*s death, 
with an advice to raife an army and approach the 
borders. He readily complied with this advice, 
which was fo agreeable , to his own fccret views. 
But as he was condufting his army towards Scot- 
land, he met with a very grievous affli^kion by the 
death of his beloved queen Eleanor, the faithful 
partner of all his cares and joys, and companion of 
all his travels. Ambition on this occafion yielded 
to tend^rnefs and grief: he fufpended his expe- 
dition, to accompany the remains of his queen, 
from Grantham in Lincolnfliire, where fhe died, to 
Weftminfter, where {he was interred with great 
funeral pomp ^ V 

In the mean time Scotland was a fcene of great 
confufion. The two chief competitors for the 
crown, John Baliol and Robert Bruce, were ea- 
gerly employed in ftrengthening their parties and 
preparing their forces to affert their claims* It 
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foon became vifible to all the world, that this dif- A.D.ia9i. 

pute could • not be terminated within the kingdom 

without a fierce and deftruftive civil war. To ! 

laivoid this the regents, the ftates, and eveii the j 

competitors, agreed to refer this great controverfy 

to Edward king of England ; who had always 

profefled the greateft refped and affeftion for the 

Scotch nation; who had lately acquitted himfelf , 

with fo much honour as an umpire between the 

competitors for the crown of Sicily ; and who had 

power fufEcient to put his fentence in execution. 

The bifliop of St. Andrew's was fent into England, 

to inform Edward of this reference, and intreat 

him to take upon him the office of an umpire 

between the competitors for the crown of Scot?* 

land^*. 

This office Edward accepted with the greateft EdwaH*« 
pleafure, and managed with the moft admirable dua. ° ' 
policy; never diifclofing his defigtis till he was aU 
moil fecure of their fuccefs, and through the whole 
proceedings obferving all the external fliews and 
forms of juflice, however much the elTentials of it 
were violated. 

In confequence of his office of arbitrator, he Aflfembiy 
fummoned the ftates of Scotland, and the compe- ham?*^' 
titors for the crown, to meet him at Norham, a 
fmall town on the fouth banks of the Tweed, a few 
miles from Berwick ; and that they might not he- 
fitate at palling that river, he made a declaration, 

14 Buchanan, I. S. p. 134. Fordvn, I. ii. c. 4a* W« Hc« 

wing. t. 1. p. 3a, 33* 
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^•^•'*9«- that It fhould not be drawn into precedent". 
Edv/ard came to the place of meeting, attended 
by a fplendid court and powerful army. 

Edwarci ', When all were affembled, on the roth of May 

claims the t^ • r . n • • r 

fuperiority A. D. 1291, Roger Brabazon, chief jufticiary or 

hnd!"^" England, made a fpeech to the dates of Scotland j 

in which, after a very fniooth exordium, he told 

them, that king Edward was c6me to determine 

the great caufe concerning the crown of Scotland^ 
in virtue of his right of fuperiority and direft do- 
minion over that kingdom, and required that this 
right fhould be immediately recognifed, and fo- 
lemnly acknowledged, by the ftates, as the firfl: 
ilep to be taken. The ftates, greatly aftonifhed 
at this unexpeded demand, aflced fome time to 
confider of it, and were allowed till the next 
day. 
Gioundt Edward had been at great pains in collefting 
claim. arguments in fupport of his pretentions to the 
fuperiority over Scotland, which he hoped would 
foon draw after it the poffeffion of that kingdom, 
A paper, containing thefe arguments, was read to 
the affembly at Ndrham. But after all the pains 
which he had taken, that paper hath appeared to 
many a very weak performance, more like the 
work of a chicaning attorney than of a great 
king. It confifts chiefly of fcraps out of abbey 
chronicles, and other Englifti hiftories, many of 
them very unfairly quoted, enumerating all the 
defeats which the Scots had received from the 

35 Ryiiier« vol, ft. p. 5x8, ForduDi 1. 11. c. 10. 
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Englilh, and all the difadvantageous treaties ^hich ^^'l^'; 
they had made with them ; together with a minute 
recapitulation of all the homages which had been 
paid by the kings of Scotland to the kings of 
England ; though all the world Igaew, that thefe 
homages had -been paid for the lands which the 
Scotch kings poffefled or claimed in England, and 
not for the kingdom of Scotland- Edward was 
not even afliamed to mention the legendary llories 
of Brute and his fons, and of king Athelftan's cut* 
ting a yard deep wiA his fword into a rock near 
Dunbar, by the afliftance of his good friend St* 
John of Beverley, as proofs of the fuperiority of 
the kings of England over Scotland ^\ He in- 
fifted at great length on the homage performed by 
'William the Lion, king of Scots (when he was a 
prifoner), to Henry II. for the whole kingdom of 
Scotland, as one condition of his being fet at li- 
berty .; but, with the greateft difmgenuity, he took 
no notice of the renunciation of that homage and 
fuperiority granted by Richard I. to the fame king 
William". It had been eafy for the ftates of 
Scotland to have anfwered thefe weak arguments, 
if they had been at liberty ; but they were entirely 
in the power of Edward ; and therefore, at the 
meeting on the nth of May, they earneftly re- 
quefted a longer delay, that they might have an 
opportunity of confulting with the other bifcops 
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s 

A.D.iajt. and barons who were abfent, about a matter of 
fo great importance. With much difficulty they 
obtained a delay of three weeks ; and Edward ap- 
pointed them to meet him again at the fame place ^ 
on the 2d day of June. 
lEdiward;s j^ the mean time Edward was not idle, but em- 
acknow- ployed every method in his power to ftrengthen his 
ledgred. party in Scotland, and both by threats and pro- 
mifes to bring as many as poffible to acknowledge 
his fuperiority ^^ According to appointment, the 
guardians of Scotland, with tlie competitors for 
the crown, and many barons and prelates, met, 
on the ad of June, in a plain oppofite to the caftle 
of Norham, where Edward then lay. The bifhop 
of Bath and Wells, chancellor of England, was 
fent by Edward to reprefent him in that meetings 
and report the refuk of their deliberations. Some 
of the Scots barohs reprefented, that the queftion 
concerning the fuperiority of England could not- 
properly be determined until Scotland had a king, 
his honour and intereft being fo much concern- 
ed ^^ But the competitors for the crown, afraid 
of oflfending Edward, by difputing a pc»nt which 
they faw he was refolved to carry, confented to 
acknowledge the fuperiority of the crown of Eng- 
land over the crown and kingdom of Scotland j 
and, by their influence and example, brought the 
, reft of the ftates to acknowledge the fame, or to 
remain filent^. Edward was not even contented 
with this acknowledgment, but obliged all the 

38 Hemingford, rol, 1. p. 33. J9^ Walfiug. p. 56* 
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competitors to give him letters-patent, under their A.D.i«9i. 
hands and feals, owning his fuperiority, and pro- 
mifing to fubmit to his decifion ^\ Thus did 
Edward, by his power and policy, gain this great 
point, on which his heart was very much fet, and 
with which he was greatly delighted. How fhort- 
lighted is the greateft human wifdom! Little did 
this prince imagine, that, inftead of entailing the 
fuperiority of a kingdom, he was entailing nothing 
but a bloody and deftrudive quarrel, on his coun- 
try and his pofterity. 

No fooner had Edward fucceeded in his firft 5^^^*'^ 

demands 

pretenfion, than he difclofed another* That m andob- 
might have a kingdom to beftow on the perfon to J^^Jjes.^ 
whom it ihould be adjudged, he demanded to have 
all the royal caftles and places of ftrength in Scot- 
land put into his hands; and this demand was 
granted^*. 

The king of England, having thus obtained Compcti- 
every thing he could defire, proceeded to take *thc crowo 
fome fteps towards the decifion of this great caufe, j^aoaT** 
and to determine which of the competitors had 
the beft right to the crown of Scotland. Thefe 
competitors were now multiplied to the number of 
thirteen ; fome of them probably ftirred up by Ed- 
ward, in order to perplex the caufe, and others per- 
haps prompted by their own vanity. The- names of 
thefe competitors were as follows : John Bgliol lorji 

♦* Rymcr, vol. » p. 579- . Heming. t. i. p. 33, 34^ \yairing^, 
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A.D.1291. of Galloway, Robert Bruce earl of Annandale, 
John Haftings lord of ' Abergavenny , Florence earl 
of Holland, Eric king of Norway, Robert Dunbar 
earl of March, John Cummin earl of Badenoch, 
William de Vefey, Robert de Pinkeny, Nicolas 
de Soules, Patrick Galyhtly, Roger de Mandevile, 
Robert de Rofs ^^ ITie titles of the ten laft of 
thefe competitors were either derived from baftard 
branches of the royal family, or fo trifling or ill 
fupported, that they do not deferve a place in hif- 
tory. The three firft were the only perfons who 
had any plaufible pretenfions : and in order to un- ^ 
derftand the foundations of their refpeftive claims, 
it will be neceffary to take a view of a part of the 
genealogy of the royal family of Scotland, 
the ch* f ^ Henry prince of Scotland died before his father 
compcti. king David, and left three fons, Malcolm, William, 
^'^* an^ David. Malcolm fucceeded • his grandfather 

David, and died without ifliie. William fuc- 
ceeded his brother Malcolm, and left iflue; 
but his pofterity were now extind, the laft of 
them being Margaret of Norway, the late infant 
queen of Scotland. It is undeniable, therefore, 
. that the crown of Scotland was now devolved to 
the pofterity of prince David, younger brother of 
the kings Malcolm and William. David had been 
carl of Huntington in England,. and left three 
daughters, Margaret, Ifabella, and Ada, Marga- ' 
ret, the eldeft daughter of earl David, married 
Allan lord of Galloway, by whom fhe had an only 
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daughter, Dervorgilla, married to John Baliel, by ^'^^^^\ 
whom fhe had John Baliol/ the competitor; who, 
according to this account, was great-grandfoir to 
pavid earl of Huntington, by his eldeft daughter. 
Ifabella, the fecond daughter of earl David, mar- 
ried Robert Bruce, by whom ihe had Robert 
Bruce, the competitor, who was grandfon to the 
earl of Huntington by his fecond daughter. Ada, 
third and youngeft daughter of earl DaVid, married 
John Haftings, by whom flie had John Haftings, 
the compedtor, who was grandfon to that earl 
by his youngeft daughter. Haftings could have 
no pretenfions to the whole fucceffion of Bavid 
earl of* Huntington while the pofterity of his two 
elder daughters were in being ; all he pretended to 
therefore was, that the kingdom of Scotland Ihould 
be divided into three parts, and that he fliouid in- 
herit one of them, as heir to one of the three 
daughters of earl David. But the kingdom being 
declared impartible, the pretenfions of Haftings 
were excluded, and there remained only two com- " 
petitors, Baliol and Bruce. Baliol claimed the 
whole kingdom of Scotland, as heir to David earl 
of Huntington by his eldeft daughter ; but Bruce 
pleaded, that though he was defcended from the 
fecond daughter ; yet, being grandfon to the earl 
of Huntington^ be ought to be preferred before 
Baliol, who was only great-grandfon to that ead^ 
The whole controverfy, therefore, between thefe 
two chief competitors turned upon this hinge; 
"Whether the more remote by one degree, de- 
fcended from the eldeft daughter, or the nearer 
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A.D.is9t. by one degree, defcended from the fecond daugh- 
ter, had the beft title ? To examine this, and every 
other queftion that might arife in this caufe, it was 
agreed, that John Baliol and Robert Bruce fhould 
each name forty commiffioners, to whom Edward 
might add twenty-four ; which commiffioners 
ihould fit at Berwick, and report their opinion to 
JEdward, who wa& finally to judge, and pronounce 
fentence ^. * 
A.D.I 29*. Thefe. commiffioners, appointed to examine the 
MHoTin J^crits of this great caufe, met at Berwick, for the 
favour of foft time, on the 2d of Auguft A. D. 129^; and 
Baliol. after three months fpent in various meetings and 
deliberations, they gave their opinion in favour of 
Baliol. All things being now ripe, Edward ap- 
pointed the 17 th of November for pronouncing 
his award and judgment ; and accordingly on that 
day, in the great hall of the caftle of Berwick, ift 
prefence of all the prelates, earls, barons, and great 
men, of both kingdoms, he adjudged the crown 
and kingdom of Scotland to John Baliol *\ But 
this unhappy prince very foon founid, that a de-. 
pendent crown was no very valuable pofleffion. 
, Seventy of As foon as Edward had thus obtained the fupe- 
Edward, yiority of the crown and kiiigdom of Scotland, he 
proceeded to exercife it with unrelenting feverity, 
and in its full extent. He obliged king John, on 
the day after the caufe was determined in his fa^ 
vour, to perform his homage, and fwear fealty 
to him and his heirs, kings of England, for the 

♦♦ Rynaer, vol. «. p. 555, 45 jj, ibid. 598. 
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whole kingdom of Scotland:, after which he per- a.d.x»9s, 
mitted him to go and take pofleffion of his king* *^"'~^' 
d(nn ^. But that his royal vaiTal might not forget 
his dependency by fitting- too long unmolefted on 
his throne, Edward recalled him into England im« 
mediately after his coronation, and made him re- 
new his homage and fealty at Newcaftle, on St, 
Stephen^s day, A. D. 1292. Befides this> that 
John might not imagine that this humiliating ce^ 
remony was, all be had to fuffer, Edward haftencd 
to load him with frefh indignities ; and in a little 
more than one year this fiiadow of a king received 
no fewer than fix citations to appear before the 
king of England in his parliament, to anfwer the 
complaints of feveral private perfons on matters 
of no great importance "^^ 

In confequence . of thefe citations, king John A.D.i^g^. 
attended Edward in his parliament after Michael- i"**'«n»iy 

' , onered to 

mas A. D. 1293, at Weftminfter : and when one the king af 
of the complaints againft him came to be tried, he ^*^^'**" * 
offered to anfwer by his attorney : but this privilege 
was not granted him ; and, after a long ftruggle, 
he was obliged to defcend from his feat, and ftand 
at the bar like any common delinquent ^^ Even 
the tame fpirit of Baliol was roufed by this affront: 
he felt the deepeft refentment, and fecretly refolv- 
ed to embrace the firft favourable opportunity of 
throwing off a yoke which was' become intole- 
rable. It was not long before a very promifing 
opportunity offered. 

♦** Rymer. FocJ, tom» 2. p. 593. ♦^ Ryincr, vol. i, 

J>. 605—616. ♦« Ryley Placet. Pari, p, 152, 153. 
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A.D. 1193. While Edward was eagerly purfuing his defigns 
w»r with o^ Scotland, an accidental fculfle happened be- 
F*ance. twcen the crews of an Englifli and French fliip, 
about a fpring of frefh water near Bayonne. This 
fcuffl^, in which a French failor was killed, being 
reported in both countries, became a national 
quarrel, and produced a kind of piratical wai*, 
trifling indeed in its beginnings, but very bloody 
and deftruftive iii its progrefs. A fleet of two 
. hundred Norman fhips, failing towards the fouth, 
f-ized all the Englifli (hips which they met with in 
their paflage, hanged the crews, and made prize of 
the cargoes. The inhabitants of the cinque-ports 
hearing of this, fitted out a fleet of fixty flout (hips, 
well manned, and waited for the enemy in their 
return. The two fleets met ; and after an obftinate 
ftruggle the Englifli obtained a complete viftory, 
and took or deftroyed the greateft part of the 
French fleet, . As no quarter was given, the aftion 
was very bloody ; and the French, it was pretend- 
ed, loft iCjOoo men**^. 
A.D. 1 194. The two monarchs being otherwife employed, had 
Edward not direftly intermeddled in this quarrel; but this laft 
by the king affair was too ferious to be overlooked. Philip the 
of Ffarce. pj^j^.^ ^j^g ^f p^ance, fent ambafladors into Eng- 
land, to demand reparation ; and Edward, not will- 
ing at this time to break with France, difpatched 
the bifliop of London to that court, with feveral 
propofals for an accommodation. But all thefe 
propofals were rcjeded j and the war continuing, 

♦> Walfmg. p. 58—60. Heming. t. i. p. 39, 40, &c. 
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Philip cited the king of England, as duke of a.d.ii9*. 
Guienne, to appear before him in his court of 
Paris ^°; This citation was given to Edward in 
November A. D. 1294, about a year after he had 
treated the king of Scotland with fo great infolence 
in hk parliament at Weftminfter : fo that while he 
made the, unhappy Baliol feel all the weight of 
feudal fubjeftion, he was treated with the fame 
haughtinefs by his own liege lord, the king of 
France. 

The king of Scotland, feeing every thing tend- A.D.tt^j. 
ing to a rupture, determined to feize that oppor- ^^^J^ 
tunity of throwing oflf the Englilh yoke, by enter- the fcingi 
ing into a ftrid alliance with the king of France, and Sc<»- 
In order to this, he fent ambaffadors into France, **"^* 
to negotiate a treaty with that crown ; which was 
figned and fealed on the 2^d of Odober A.D* 
1295, By this treaty, the kings of France and 
Scotland agreed to affift one another againft their 
comnion enemy the king of England, and not to 
make peace but by common confent/'. 

Edward did not think fit to obey the citation he E J wind 
had received from France; and yet, unwilling to by^heking 
come to an open rupture with that court, he fent <** F»*oce. 
his brother Edmund earl of Lancafter to Paris to 
negotiate an accommodation, Philip appeared ex- 
ceedingly incenfed againft Edward's fubjefts in 
Cuienne (who had joined with the Englifh), and 

5® Waiting, p. 60. Triveti Annal. an. 1294.' 
s^ Kymcr* yoU »• p. 6So» VtjnskiTt Coil«^. vol. 3. p. 60^, &e. 
Hcmirg* 1. 1* p. 76j 77. - 

would 
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A.D.ia95. would liftcn to DO reafonablc kerms. But when the 
^~^'^*~ earl of Lancafter was ready to depart, the queen- 
dowager, and the reigning queen of France, inter- 
pofed their good offices, and propofed, that if 
Edward would furrender Guienne into the hands of 
Philip, in order to fatisfy his point of honour, it 
ihould be immediately reftored. The earl of 
Lancafter, with his brother's confent, figned a 
treaty with the two queens, on thefe terms, which 
was confirmed by the verbal declaration of king 
Philip, before feveral witneffes. In confequence 
of this treaty, the dukedom of Guienne was fur^ 
rendered to the conftable de Nifle, who took pof- 
feffion of it in the name of the king of France^ 
But when the earl of Lancafter demanded the re- 
' ftoration of that dukedom, according to the treaty 
with the two cjueens,' he received a flat denial. 
Edward was again fummoned to appear before 
Philip in his court at Paris; and upon his not 
appearing, the court declared, he had forfeited 
Guienn^; which was accordingly confifcated^% 
Thus Edward, who had ufed fo many artifices to 
gain the fuperiority of Scotland, loft Guienne, his 
undouted property, by a ihameful fraud. 
Edward Though Edward was both afhamed and enraged 

foV war! ^^ be thus outwitted by the court of France, he did 
not take any hafty ftep, but afted with his ufual 
prudence. His firft care was to colledl money to 
defray the expences of a w^ar with France and Scot- 

5» Kymefj vol. a, p. 6ao, &c* Walfing. p. 6i. Heming. t. i. 

land. 
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land, which he faw was unavoidable. In order to A.D. i*95* 
this, he feized the large fums of money which had 
been collefted for the holy war, and were depofited 
in fe veral monafteries " ; and his parliaments grant- 
ed him very large fupplies. At one time the clergy 
granted him one half, the merchants one fixth, and 
the reft of the laity a tenth, of all their moveables ^*# 
Befides all this, he violently feized all the wool and 
hides which were ready for exportation, promifing 
to pay the owners at a convenient time. Edward 
being, by thefe and various other means, poffefled 
of the finews of war, determined to qarry it on 
with great vigour. 

I'his wife prince, though greatly irritated againft f^.'^***^- 
the king of France, on account of his grofs preva- invafioo of 
rication in the affair of Guienne, the invafion of ^^^""0 * 
England and burning of Dov^r, A. D. 1295, and conquer 
many other injuries, refolved to make his greateft 
efforts againft Scotland. He contented himfelf, 
therefore, with fending his brother Edmund with a 
fmall army into Guienne to preferve the few places 
he ftill poffeffed in thefe parts, and to keep the war 
alive in France, while he refolved to attempt the 
total conqueft of Scotland ^^ 

Edward, that he might not want a plaufible pre- A.D.X196- 
tence for invading Scotland, required king John to scotUnl^ 
deliver the caftles of Berwick, Jedburgh, and Rox- 
burgh, into his hands, as a fecurity for his peace- ' 

53 T. Wykes, p. 126. Heming. 1. 1. p. 511 5*. 
5* M. Welt p, 394, 395 Walfinrg. p. 6i. Homing, t. x. 
p. 5S» S*« *^ Walfing. p. 63, 64» 

able 
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Ajy.xt^s. able behaviour during the war with France *^ John 
having concluded the above-mentioned treaty with 
the king of France, and having alfo received from 
the pope art ab'folution from the oaths of fealty 
. which he had fworn to Edward, refufed to comply 
with this demand ^ and as a further evidence of his 
Jioftile difpofitions, he baniflied all Engliflimen out 
of Scotland. In the fpring of the year 1296, Ed- 
ward began to move northward with his army ; and 
arriving at Newcaftle in the beginning of March, 
he there held a parliament, to which king John re- 
ceived a citation, which he entirely flighted ; and 

hoftilities immediately commenced between the two 
kingdoms ". 
te^of The king of England began this war with every 

Kdward, advantage that could promife certain and complete 
fuccefs. He excelled in military (kill and courage, 
and conduced a powerful, united people, againft a 
weak difpirited nation, headed by an unpopular and 
unwarlilje prince. To retider this match ftill more 
unequal, Edward was joined by Robert Bruce earl 
of Carrick, and his fon, of the fame name, who was 
afterwards king of Scotland, vrfth feveral barons of 
their party. King John was even fo much defpifed 
by that part of his fubjefts who acknowledged his 
authority, that they did not think fit to truft him 
with the conduft of the war, but chofe twelve 
guardians, who were to have the chief direftion of 
all affairs ^^ 

'^ Rymer, vol. 2. p. 692. Walfing. p*.€4» 

*7 Heming. vol. X » H* ^4* *' Id. ibid. p. 75. 
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In the beginning of the war the Scots* had fome A.D.i»9«* 
fuccefs. Their fleet defeated an Englifh fquadron succcffa 
which blocked up Berwick by fea, and funk fixteen ^ ^^^^ 
of their Ihips ; — the cattle oiF Werk was betrayed 
. to them by its governor ; and a thoufand men whom 
Edward fent to pi-eferve it, falling into an ambufli, 
were cut in pieces ; — a fmall army of Scots broke 
into Northumberland and Cjiimberland, plundered 
the country, and burnt feveral monafteries, and the 
fuburbs of Garlifle ^^ 

But thefe flight fucceifes were followed by a long Greater 
train of grievous and irreparable lofles, Edward, Edwar" 
crofling the Tweed at Coldftream without oppo- 
fition, inverted Berwick ; which he took by a ftra- 
tagem, on the 30th of March, and put all the nu- 
merous garrifon to . the fword ^. The caftle of 
Roxburgh was foon after furrendered by James, 
fteward of Scotland, who fubmitted, and fwore 
feaky to Edward* The earl of Warrenne, with a 
large detachment of the Englifli army, befleged 
the caftle of Dunbar ; and the Scots army, which 
is faid to have amounted to 40,000 foot and 500 
horie, approaching tc^ raife the fiege, a battle was 
fought near that place, April 37, in whidi the 
Scots received a^ dreadful overthrow, leaving (as 
the Englifh hittorians afSrm) ten thoufand men 
dead on the field of battle *'. This terrible defeat 
entirely difpirited the Scots ; the catties of Edin- 

.59 Trifet. p.aSS* Hcming. t.i. p. 87, 88* Knyghton, coh »47S| 
%^j^, ^9 Heming* vol» i» p. S^— 97. 

6« M. Weft. p. 404, Waifing. p. 67, 
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A.D.I 296. burgh and Stirling furrendered almoft without re* 
^ '~*~ fiftance ; and the whole fouth of Scotland was fub* 
dued before Midfummer. Edwiard, determined 
to purfue his advantage, direfted his march north- 
ward, having received a ftrong reinforcement of 
Wellh and Irifla troops \ 
King John The unfottunate Baliol, after the fatal battle of 
Dunbatj had retired with the (battered remains of 
his army beyond the river Tay. But diftrufting 
the fidelity of his own troops, and defpairing of 
making any effeftual refiftance, he refolved to throw 
bimfelf upon the mercy of the conqueror. Me found 
means to communicate this refolution to Edward j 
who fent Anthony Beck, bifhop of Durham, to con- 
firm him in his defign, and conduft him into his 
prefence ; and that artful prelate, encouraging the 
fallen monarch with hopes of favour, brought him 
before the king of England, on the ad of July, at 
a place called Stroutharrack ^^ At this interview^ 
the two kings difcovered their real charafters, John 
behaving with the moft abjeft meannefs, and Ed* 
ward with the moft unrelenting felfiflinefs. He 
obliged Baliol to make a folemn furrender, by 
letters-patent under his hand and feal, of his whole 
kingdom, and royal dignity, into his hands ^; after 
which he fent him prifoner to the tower of London. 
This pufillanimous and unfortunate prince had en* 
joyed fo little peace and comfort fince his acceffion 

' 6» Heming. vol. i, p. 96. *^l Heftor Boeth, Hilt. I. 14. 

*♦ Rym. Feed. t. 3. p. 718. Heming* U\, p, 99, &c, WaKiiig. 
'p. 68. 

to 
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to the throne, through the continual infults of Ed- A.D.i«9«. 
ward, and the difafFeftion of his own fubjefts, that 
he feems to have loft all relifli for royalty, and 
liever more intermeddled with affairs of govern- 
ment. After remaining fome years a prifoner in 
England, he was fent to his own eftate in France, 
where he died in a private ftation, at an advanced 
age*\ 

• Edward fliewed as little lenity to the kingdom as A.D.iajy. 
to the king of Scotland. He fent all the nobility I'Z'l^^l 
who fell into his hands prifoners into England; he thcScou. 
deftroyed or took away all the public records ; he 
carried off" the regalia, ^nd that fatal chair in which 

their kings had been crowned, and for which they 
had fuch a fuperftitious veneration ; and, in a word, 
he did every thing in his power to obliterate every 
monument of their former independency. All the 
chief offices of the kingdom were beftowed on 
Engliflimen. John de Warrenne earl of Surry 
was appointed governor, with a fufficient force, as 
it was believed, to keep the country in fubjeftion : 
and every thing being fettled to his mind, Edward 
returned with the bulk of his army into England ; 
concluding, that he had made a final conqueft of 
Scotland ^. But the ftquel will Ihow how much 
he was miftaken. 

• While Edward was emploved in Scotland, the WarwUh 

.. 1,, •n''ii !• Fiance. 

war m Guienne had languiihed ; but being now at 
leifure, he refolved to attempt the recovery of that 

*5 Rymer, vol. ^. p. 848* 

" Walling, p! 68. Trivei. p. «99. Hemiog. t. i^^p.ioj. 
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A.p,ii97. proyince with all his power. On this occafion, 
however, he changed hi$ place of operations j; and, 
inilead of fending an army into Guienne, which was 
remote, he propofed to tnake a formidable attack 
ypon France from the fide of Flanders* In order 
to thi8, he concluded treaties with the emperor, 
the dukes of Auftria and Brabant, the earl of. 
Flanders, and feveral other princes on the conti- 
nent, who engaged, for certain Turns of money, to 
fumifli him with troops for his intended invafion of 
France^'. 
Pariia. The great difficulty was, to find money fuffi- 

dent to fet this great machine in motion. He af- 
fembl^d a parliament, and obtained an eighth of 
their moveables from' the cities and boroughs, a 
twelfth from the reft of the laity, and, after a long 
and violent ftruggle, a fifth from the clergy ^^^ 
^tZrlt ^^^ ^^^ haughty prince foon found, that the 

with the clergy were not the only perfons who dared to dif- 
and mal-! P^^^ ^^^ commands ; for having appointed Hum- 
iiiai. phrey Bohun high conftable, and Hugh Bigod 

earl marflial of England, to command a fraallbody 
of troops, which he defigned to fend into Guienne, 
tp create a, diverfion on that fide, thefe noblemen 
refufed to obey die appointment, alleging they were 
not obliged to ferve but where the king was in per- 
fpn. This refufal brought on a violent altercation 
between the king and the high conftable ; in the 
CQurfe of which, Edward^ tranfported with rage, 

*7 M. Weft. p. 421.' Rymer, vol. a. p. 761. 
•» M, Weft. p. 411. Heming. t. i. p. 105— .110. 
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cried out^ *^ By the eternal God, fir carl, you fliall A-O-ii^r- 
** either go or hang j" to which the other replied, 
with equal fiercenefs, " By the eternal God, fir 
*' king, I will neither go nor hang ;" and imme- 
diately left the court, ajccorapanied by the earl 
marfhal and thirty other barons \ 

Though Edward was a prince of ftrong paffions, ^,*j3i^^^^^^ 
hi$ gre$it prudence kept them within due bounds ; xtion. 
and be wifely concealed his refentment againfi: the 
two earls, until they became fo haughty that they 
rdufed to permit the king's officers to raife either 
men or money within their territories '^ Even 
then, being intent on his foreign expedition, he > 
contented himielf with depriving them of their high 
offices, and appointing others in " their room ^'. 
That he might leave his other fubje£):$ in good 
humour, he made ft fpeech to the nobility, excufing 
his illegal exaftions by the neceffity of his aflfairs; 
fderanly promifing, that at his* return he would 
redrefs all* grievances, and make compenfation for 
all their loiTes ; and that he would for the future 
ftriftly obfcrve the great charter of their Uber- 
tics '*. 

Having appointed his fon prince Edward regent Expedi. 
of the kingdom, he embarked at Winchelfea, on the contincBt. 
aad of Auguft A. D. 1 297, and three days after 
landed at Sluys, with an army (as fome hiftorians 
affirm ") of ^0,000 mra. The fuccefs of Edward 
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A.IX1S97* in this expedition was by no means anfwerable to 

'~^*~*^' his iinmenfe expences and mighty preparations. 

His allies, having received his money, were in no 

hafte to fumifli him with troops. The inhabitants 

of the grej^J towns in Flanders were more in the 
intereft of France than of their own fovereign : 
Philip had already defeated the Flemings in the 
battle of Fumes, and taken the towns of Lifle, 
St. Omer, Courtrai, and Ypres. In this (ituation 
of affairs, and the feafon far advanced, Edward 
found he could perform nothing worthy of his 
great name and high expectations, and was glad 
* to conclude a truce with Philip, and refer all their 
differences to the arbitration of the pope. Having 
{pent near eight months in this expenfive and un- 
fortunate expedition, he returned to England in 
March A. D., 1298, where his prefence was much 
wanted '^\ 
Revoiu- If Edward gathered no laurels on the continent 

Scotland in his late expedition, thofe which he had before 
\l^\v gained by the conqueft of Scotland were entirely 

W III Icllil • % f\ m m \m 

Wallace, blafted by a very fudden and furprifmg revolution, 
which happened in that kingdom in the courfe of 
this year. The chief inftrument of this great re- 
volution was the celebrated Sir XVilliam Wallace, a 
young gentleman of an ancient family, but fmali 
fortune, in the fliire of Ayr. Wallace is repfe- 
fented by the Scotch hiftor^ans as the model of a 
J)erfea hero ; fuperior to the reft of mankind in 
bodily ftature, ftrength, and a^ivdtyj. in .bearing 

'♦ Rymer, vol. a. p. 795^8^9^. ♦ • - 

cold 



M 



Ch. I. J2. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 



iot 



cold and heat, thirft and hunger, watching and A. 0.1*97. 
fatigue ; no lefs extraordinary in the qualities of his 
mind, being equally valiant and prudent, magna- 
nimous and difinterefted, undaunted in adverfity, 
modeft in profperity, and animated by the moft 
ardent and unextinguifliable love of his country ^^ 
This extraordinary perfon, having his refentment 
againft the enemies of his country fliarpened by 
fome perfonal affronts, neglefted no opportunity 
of haraffing the Englifli ; and becoming famous 
for his daring and fuccefsful advaitures, he was 
foon joined by great numbers of his cc^untrynien. 
The firft attempts of this chofen and determined 
band were crowned with fuccefs. Several of the 
nobility obferving this, either fecretly^favoured, or 
openly joined them '*. , 

^But this firft dawn of fuccefs was foon overcaft. f ^""^ ^^ 

• Surry 8 

The earl of Surry, governor of Scotland, collefted expedition 
an army of 40,000 men ; which entering Annan- jandf and 
dale, and marching through the fouth-weft of battle of 

01 1 11. 1 li t , r 1 r Stiriing* 

Scotland, obliged all the barons or thefe parts to 
; fubmit, and renew their oaths of fealty ^^ Wallace, 
with his followers, unable to encounter fo great: a 
force, retired northward, and were purfued by the 
governor and hi& army. When the Englifli irmy 
reached Stirling, they difcovered the Scots encamp- 
ed near the abbey of Cambufkenneth, on the oppo- 
fite banks of the Forth. Creffingham, treafurer of 



7f Buchannan, Hift. Scot. 1. 8. p. 137. Fordua, ]. ii«.c. 28. 
7^ Ueming. vol. i. p. ii8« Trivet. -Ann* 11^4 
77 Heming. p. ii%, 123. 
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AD. 1197. Scotland, whofe covetoufncfe tod tyranny had been 
one great caufe of this revolt, eamcfkly prefffed the 
earl of ^Surry to pafs his army Over the bridge of 
Stirling, and attack the enemy. Wallace, who 
obferved all their motion^, allowed as many of the 
Englifh to pafs as he thought he could defeat, when 
rufhing upon them with an irreiiftible impetuofity, 
they were all either killed, drowned, or taken pri* 
foners. In the heat of the aflion, the bridge, which 
was only of wood, broke dawn, and many periihed 
in the river ; and the earl of Surry, with the other 
part of his army, werje mekncholy fpeftators of the 
deftruftion of their countrymen, without being able 
to afford them any aiBftance ^^ Such was the vio- 
lent hatred of the Scots againft Creflingham, • that 
finding his dead body on the field of battfe, they 
treated it with the moft wanton i^fults'^ This 
fevere check, which the Englifh received on the 
nth September A. D. 1297, <>hliged them once 
more to evacuate Scotland. 

I s 

Wallace Wallace, who after this great viftory was falut* 

England, ed deliverer and guardian of the kingdom by his 

followers, purfuing the tide of fuccefs, entered 

England whh his army^ recovered the town of 

Berwick, plundered the counties of Cumberland 

and Northumberland, and returned into his own 

country loaded with fpoils and glory ^^ 

A.D.ia98. I'he news of thefe furprifing events being carried 

^vrjes ^^ Edward in Flanders, accelerated his return. 

Scotland. ' ' 

7' Hcming, vol. 14 p. i»7— 1»9. Tfivct. Ann. 1997. Wal- 
king! P' 73- 
79 Henning. vol. s. p. 150. ^o Id. ibid. p. 131— 136* 
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After his arrival, he iffued orders to all the farces A.D.ia9«. 
of England and Wales to march northward ; and ''~^'^*-^ 
having held a parliament at York, about Whitfun- 
day A. D, 1298, and paffed feveral gracious and 
popular afts, to fecure the hearts of his own fub- 
jefts, he haftened to join his troops at their general 
rendezvous near Roxburgh^'. Here he found 
himfelf at the head of a gallant army, confifting, 
of 80,000 foot and 7000 horfe*^ A fleet of 
fliips, >loaden with prbvifions, had orders to fail up 
the frith of Forth as the army advanced *\ 

The Scots were not in a condition to refift fo s^**« ^f 
great an army, commanded by fo brave a leader. 
Their country, for feveral years, had been almoft a 
continued fcene of war, in which many of its inha- 
bitants had periflied. Some of their nobles were 
in the Englifli intereft, fome of them in prifon j 
and thofe few who had any power or inclination to 
defend the freedom of their country, were difpirit- 
ed and divided. In particular, the ancient nobility 

. began to view the power and popularity of William 
^ Wallace with a jealous eye ; which was productive 
of very fatal confeqiiences \ 

About Midfummer Edward marched from Rox- 5*"l*,^ 

^ burgh to Berwick, which he entered without oppo- 
fition ; and from thence advanced into the coun- 
try, by eafy marches, taking fome caftles, and de- 
ftroying every thing as he proceeded \ When he 



'• Hemtng. vol. i . p» 158, 159. ** Id. ibid. 

^i Waliing. p. 75. *4 ForduDi I. ii. c. 31. 

^' Heniing. 1. 1. p. 159, &c. 
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A.D.i>98. had reached Templelifton, now Kirkliftoja, his army 
began to be in fo great diftrefs for want of provi- 
lions, that he was on the point of marching back 
to Edinburgh. At this critical moment he receiv- 
ed intelligence that the Scotch army were encamp- 
ed near Falkirk at about eighteen miles diftance. 
The Englifli army then advanced to the fields near 
Linlithgow, where they lay on their arms all night. 
Very early in the morning, July 22, Edward, 
though he had been much hurt in the night by 
a blow from his horfe, put his army in motion, 
advanced towards the enemy, and found them . 
drawn up in order near the village of Falkirk. 
Here a battle was fought j the particulars of which 
are fo varioufly related, that it is hardly poflible to 
inveftigate the truth. All that can be l^id with 
certainty is, that the Scots were defeated with great 
flaughter, and the Englifli obtained a complete 
viftory with little lofs '^ 

Edward, after this great vlflory, fpent fome time 
at Stirling, for the recovery of his health, while 
his troops were employed in plundering the'i 
country, and burniiig the towns of Perth and 
St. Andrew's ^^ He then direded his march 
weftward, and found the caftle of Ayr forfaken and ) 
burnt by Robert Bruce, who had lately abandoned 
the Englifli interefl:. A fcarcity of provifions pre- 



£dward*s 
proceed- 
ings after 
the battle. 



86 Walfing. p. 75, 76. Ypoo'egm. Neu»1riae, p: 4.99. Keming. 
t. 1. p. 163, &c. Trivet. Aon. 1198. M. Weftaionft. p 411. 
Knyghton, col. 1517. Buchan. Uiti. Scot, 1. Sv p. 139, Fordun, 
1. II. c. 31/34.. J. Major, 1.4. c. If. 

S7 Heming. t. i* p* 165. 
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vented Edward from purfuing Bruce into Galloway, AA>.ng%. 

as he intended, and obliged him to march direftly '^"^ 
through Annandale (where he took the cattle of 
Lochmaben) into England ^*. 

Edward, before his return from the continent, A.D.i»99. 
had concluded a truce with the kins: of France, Edward's 

. ' marriage 

and had alfo referred all his difputes with that prince and peaco, 
to the pope ^. Boniface, who then filled the papal France, 
chair, in order to lay a foundation for a laftihg 
peace, propofed, that king Edward fhould marry 
Margaret, the fitter, and his fon prince Edward 
fhould marry Ifabella, the daughter of the king of 
France ; and that a congrefs fhould be l held at- 
Montreuil in Picardy, for difcuffing and fettling 
all difpiites between the two monarchs. A peace 
wds accordingly concluded at that place June 9, 
aild ratified by both kings Augutt 3, A. D. 1299 ; 
and about ^ month after Edward married the prin- 

cefs Margaret of France ^• 

i While Edward was engaged in thefe negotia- Stirling 
tions, the Scots, a little recovered from the con- ^^ '^ ^^^ 
fufion into which they had been thrown by their ^^^^^ ^y '. 
late defeat, had collefted fome forces, and invett- 
ed the cattle of Stirling. To preferve that im-. 
portant place from falling into their hands, Edward, 
foon after his marriage, fet out to join his army^^ 
In tl^ north. But when he arrived at Berwick, 
knd propofed to march into Scotland, his great 
barons refufed to follow him, pretending that the 
feafon.was too far advanced for filch an expedition. 

" Henitng, t. i. p. 165. *» J^ymeri Feed. t. 2. p. 817. 

*' Id. ibid. p. 841—8470 Heming. 1. 1. p. 168—170. 
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A.D.1199. This conftrained him to abandon his.ddign, and 
'~^''~*~ dilband his army, having firft fent a permiffion to 
the garrifon of Stirling caftle to furrender on fuch 
terms as they could procure ^\ 
A.D.1300* Edward, in order to femove the difcontents of 
inrzdti ^^ barons, which had prevented his intended ex- 
SciHiand. pedition into Scotland, held a parliament at Lon- 
don, in the time of Lent A. D. 1300; in which 
he confirmed the famous charters of their liberties, 
with fome additions ^. About Midfummer he en- 
tered into the weft marches of Scotland, at the 
head of a great army, took fome caftles, and pe* 
netrated into Galloway. Here a petition was pre- 
fented to him from the guardians and community 
of Scotland, requefting him to permit their king 
John Baliol to reign over them in peace, and to 
allow their nobles to redeem their lands from thofe 
Engliflimen to whom he had granted them. But 
he rejeded their petition with difdain ^^ 
The pope A few days after this CAuguft 26), Edwara^s 
ibperiority progrcfs was mterrupted by a very remarkable 
?and!**'' event. The archbifhop of Canterbury arrived in 
the Englifh camp, and prefented to the king a bull 
from the pope j in ^hich his holinefs very clearly re- 
futed Edward's pretenfions to the fuperiority over 
Scotland ; but advanced ftill more impudent and 
^roundlefs pretenfions of his own, affirming, thai 
Scotland did, and always had belonged to the fee 
of Rome} and commanding Edward, if he had 



•■ Hcming. t. u p« i6S— •I70. 9» Walfing. p. 7I. 
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my cl^m td that kingdom^ to feftd commiflion. A,D.is«d, 
ers to Rome to plead hi3 catife within fix 
months ^* Edward's army being at this time 
diftreffed by a fcarcity of provifions, and the ire- 
quent aflaults and furprifes of their enemies, he 
marched them back into £ngland5 and granted 
the Scots a tiruce from Oaobitr 30, to tiext Whit- 
funday^^ 

Though the arguments advanced by the pope in A*^'**** ^ 
fupport of his claim to the kingdom of Scotland and his 
were in thenifelves perfeftly ridiculous, they gave fo^the"*"' 
Edward and his minifters no little trouhle. After pop«- 
fpending fome time iii colleding materials fbr ati 
anfwer to his holinefs, they laid this affair before 
the parliament, which met at Lincoln January 20, 
Ak D. 1301. The Englifh barons were filled with 
indignation at the prefumption of a foreign prieft, 
in fummoning their fovercign before him to plead 
his caufe, and returned a very fpirited anfwer, de- 
cliring, that they would not allow their king to 
fubmit to fuch an indignity. This anfwer, dated 
at Lincoln, February 12, was figned and fealed by 
one hundred and four of the temporal barons, ife 
the name of the whole parliament ^; Edward fent 
a very long atifwer to the pope, in his own name ; 
in which he enumerated all his claims to the fu- 
periority of Scotland, beginning with that which 
he derived frtmt his famous predcceflbr Brutufe 
thcTrcjan^'. 

»♦ Rytner, U i. p. S44 — 846* Heming. t. i. p. X7i— 177, 
5>I Rymer, U i. p*S6S. 9« Id. ibid. p. 873—875, 

97 Walfing. p, 18—85. Rymcr, t.A. p. 863—888. 
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A.D.130©. The truce with the Scots being now expired, 

^^j!Jj*^ Edward, attended by his fon the prince of Wales, 

again in- and a great army, marched into Scotland about 

Scotlanfi. Midfummer ; but performed nothing that hath 

obtained a place in hiftory. He fpent the winter 

at Linlithgow, where on January 26, A. T). 1301, 

he ratified a truce with the Scots, from that time 

to November 30 of the fame year ^^ 

A.D.i|oi. As foon as this fecond truce ended, Edward fent 

iuh*defeft^ ^^ army into Scotland, under the command of 
ed at Rof- John de Segrave, one of the moft celebrated war- 
riors of that age. But this general having divided 
his troops into three bodies, which marched at a 
confiderable diftance from each other, was defeated 
near Roflin, February 2^, A. D. 1303, by a fmall 
army of Scots, commanded by John Comyn, re- 
gent of Scotland, and Simon Frafer '^ 
A.D.1303, Though the Scots had derived little advantage 
t^ccn * ^''^"^ ^^^^^ alliance with France, in their ftruggles 
France and for prefcrviug the independency of their countfy, 
they ftill entertained hopes of affiftance from that 
quarter. But thefe hopes were now entirely blafted, 
by a treaty of peace that was concluded May 20, 
A,D. 1303, between the kings of France and 
England, in which John Baliol and the Scots were 
not included '*. 

Edward, being now difengaged from all his 
other enemies, feems to have fet his whole heart 
on making a complete conqueil of Scotland, which 

9^ Rymeri t. a. p. 896. 99 Heroing. t. i.p.i97. 

Fordani 1. la. c.a. "® Ryraer, t. a.v p. 9*3— 9*8. 
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had long been the great objedl: of, his ambition; A.D.i303 
With this view, he marched into that country, at 
the head of fo great an army, as deprived that un- 
hap^y people of all hopes of fuccefs from refiftance. 
Accordingly he met with none till he arrived at 
Brlechin, where Sir Thomas Maul defended the 
caftle againft him, till he was killed by a ftone dif- 
charged from an engine ^°'. After this he con- 
duced his army to the extremity of the province of" 
Moray, and back to Dunfermline, where he fpent 
the winter with his queen and court **"*. 

In the courfe of laft year, Robert Bruce, and A.D.ijo^, 
feveral other barons, had fubmitted to Edward; ?j.q^![o5°^ 
and in the beginning of this, John Comyn earl of' fubmitto 
Badenoch, who had long acted as guardian of 
Scotland, in the name of his uncle John Baliol, 
followed their example, together with his friends 
and followers '°\ All thefe barons were fecured in 
their lives, liberties, and eftates ; but fubjefted to 
certain pecuniary penalties. A few who had been 
moft afiivein their oppofition were baniflbed for a 
certain time. The garrifon of Stirling caftle, the - 
only fortrefs of the kingdom which had not fur- 
rendered, were declared outlaws, in a parliament 
held at St. Andrew's in April '°^ 

Edward, in order to finifh the conqueft of Scot- f^^ ^P^ 
land, made great preparations for the liege of Stir- of Stirling 
ling caftle, which he inverted immediately after ^^^'*' 
Eafter. It was defended about three months againft 
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A.D.IP4' all his efforts, by Sir William Oliphant,- and a ftnall 
garrifon, ^ho were at length compelled to furren- 
der at difcretion '°^ As all the ftrong places, a$ 
well as the chief men of Scotland, had now ful>- 

m 

mitted to Edward, he appointed John de Segrav^ 
governor of that kingdom, and fet out on his re- 
turn to England about the end of ^uguft '°^. 
AD. 1 305. Though the renowned William Wallace had 

wndrtSn ^°^S ^^^^ excluded, by the jealoufy of the nobles^ 
ed anu ex- from cc^nmauding the armies, and influencing the 
ecuted. councils, of his country, he ftill continued to aflert 
its independency, even after all the reft of his 
countrymen had fubmitted to fuperior force* 
This, together with the remembrance of the many 
mifchiefs which he had done to .his Engliih fub- 
]ed:s, and perhaps fome apprehenfion that he might 
again rekindle the flames of war, made Edward 
employ various means to get pofleflion of his per- 
fon. In this he at laft fucceeded. Wallace was 
furprifed, fome fay betrayed, in one of his lurking- 
places near Glafgow, condufted to London, tried, 
condemned, and executed Augufl: 23, A. D. 
1 305 ""^ Thus fell one of the bravefl: men, and 
moft determined patriots, that Scotland ever pro- 
duced i and with him the freedom and independ- 
ency of his country feemcd to fall. 
Plan foe Edward was flow employed in forming a plan 
vem^ent for the future government of Scotland, in which he 

of Scot- 

larid, ,9j ^^ Wtftmonft. p. 4459 44^* Hcming. t. 1. p. 105, %o6. 

Rymer, t.a. p. 950. '®* Trivit. Ann, 1304. 
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'was ^ffift^d by Robert Briiq^ earl of Carrick and A.D.13P5, 
Annandale, >yho appears to have poffeffed a confi- ^^'~^ 
derable degree of his favour'"^. By this plan* 
(which was drawn up by cominiffioners appointed 
for that purpofe) various changes were to be made 
ia the laws of Scotland ; and the chief plages of 
power and profit were to be poffeffed by Englifli- 
men *°'. Thefe arrangements did not contribute 
any thing to reconcile the minds of the Septs to 
their new governpient or their new governors. 

Robert Bruce earl of Annandale, fon of Robert Ro^^ 
Bruce the competitor, died in his way from Lon- forms the 
don, foon after Eafter A. D. 1304; and John ^^^^^g 
Baliol king of Scotland died at his eftate in France <^« throne 
about a year after "°. Thefe two events feem to und. 
have infpired Robert Bruce, the fixth of that name, 
and grandfon of the competitor, with the defign of 
affertin^ his claim to the crown of Scotland, and 
attempting to refcue his country from the Englifli 
yoke. With this view, he left the court of Eng* - 
land, and came into Scotland about the end of this 
year, or the beginning of the next. 

John Comyn earl of Badenoch was head of the A.D.1306. 
moft opulent and powerful family at this time in ^^^^^^ kills 
Scotland. He had been feveral years guardian of ^""^"* 
the kingdpm ; and was one, of the laft who fub- 
mitted to Edwai'd. Bruce, being fenfible that the 
affiftancq of fo potent a baron would be of the 

w« Rylcy, p.«43» '•^ Id. p. 379* ' 

"o Homing, t^. i, p. 214. Hift. Chron. dc Maicurs d'Abbe 
viHtf p. %6^, 206. 

greatefl: 



\ 
I 



H2 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Boot IV. 

A.D.i3off. greateft advantage, and his oppofition the greateft 
detriment to him, in his attempt upon the crown, 
defired and obtained an interview with him in the 
convent of the friars minors at Dumfries, Febru- 
ary ID, A. D. 1306. What was faid at this inter- 
view muft for ever remain a fecret, as noiie were 
prefent but the two chieftains ; but it is certain, — 
that they quarrelled,- — that from words they pro- 
ceeded to blows, — that Bruce ftruck Comyn . with 
his foot, and then wounded him with his dagger, — 
• that one of Bruce*s friends. Sir Thomas Kirkpa- 
trick, rufliing in, put him to death "^ 

^*^^* . After this daring and defperate deed, Bruce and 

CFOWDCO . 

at Scone, his friends feized the cattle of Dumfries by fur- 
prife, apprehended the Englifh judges, who were 
then holding a court in the town-hall, publifhed 
Bruce's refolution to aflert his claim to the crown, 
and difpatched meffengers into all parts, to invite 
the friends of his family, and of the freedom of 
their country, to come to his affiftance. Thefe 
meffengers were fo fuccefsful, that in a few days 
Bruce found himfelf at the head of a fmall army, 
wi^h which he advanced, taking the catties, and 
wafting the lands, of all who refufed to fubmit to 
his authority. About the middle of March he had 
penetrated as far as Perth, the Englifli every where 
endeavouring to fave their lives by flying into their 
own country "*. Having affembled all the chief 
men of his party, he was crowned at Scone on 

'" Heming. t. i. p. 119. Wajfing. p» 91. M. Weftmonft. 
p. 455. *'* M, Wettmonft. p«455- 

Friday 
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Friday, March 27, A. D. 1306, ift prcfence of four A.0.130^. 
bifliops, five earls, and a great multitude of knights 
and gentlemen. .For the greater foiemnity, thig 
ceremony was repeated on thmSunday after, when 
the crown was put upon his bead by the countefs 
of Buchan, fifter of the earl of Fife (which family 
claimed a right to crown the kings of Scotland)^ 
her l^-other i>eing abfenf, and in the Englifh m^ 
tBreft"^ ' 

Nothifig could e::s:ceed thei furjMife and indig* e"^*i^°j*^' 
nation of Edward when he heard of this revolution byanEng. 
in Scotland. He was then at Wmchefter, and im* lifl^army. 
mediately commanded Aymer de Valence, Henry' 
de Percy, and Robert de Clifford, to raife all the 
military in the north of England, to join the forces 
of the family of Comyn, and all the Scots in the 
Englifli intereft, and to take vengeance on the 
tzaitor Bruce, as he called him, and all his fol- 
lowers ^^. Thefe commands were punftually obey* 
ed : the three generals entered Scotland with a con- 
fiderable army, in the beginning of fdnmer, and 
were jcaned by the partifans of ^he Comyn family^ 
who were much enraged againft Bruce for the 
murder of their chief. 

As the enterprife in which Robert Bruce had Misfor- 
mgaged was one of the boldeft and moft defperate Bruce* 
that ever was undertaken, fo it was for ibme time 
one of the moft unprofperous. Many of his braveft 
friends were killed or taken, June 24, at the &tat 

liJ M. Weftinonft. p4 ^s^» Hentttt|^. t. r« p. l^o. 
"^ Rymery r. %. p, 98^. Hemiirg. 1. 1. p. air» 
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A.D.r3o«. battle of Methven, near Perth ; where he was futv 
prifed and defeated, and from whence he made hi$ 
efcape with great difficuhy"^ The (hattered re!* 
mains of his army were again defeated at Dairy, a 
few days after, by the men of Argyle, under the 
xrommahd of their chieft;ain the lord Lorn, who, 
being the nephew of the murdered Comyn, was 
the mortal enemy of Bruce^ Unable any longer 
to keep the field, he difmiffed his few remaining 
followers ; and, after ikulking for fome weeks on 
the continent, he took (helter, with only two or 
three friends, in the fmall ifland of Ruchrin, one 
of the moil unfrequented of the Weftern Ifles "^ 
Nor was Bruce lefs unfortunate in his family and 
friends than in his forces. His three brothers^ 
Neil, Thomas, and Alexander, with Chriftopher 
Seton, an Engliih baron, his brother-in-law, be- 
ting taken in different places, were tried, condeipn- 
ed, and executed as traitors. His brave and faith« 
ful friends, the earl of Athol, Simon Frafer, and 
feveral others, fliared the fame fate "^ His queen, 
his only daughter, Marjory, his two fifters, Mary 
and Chriftina, with the countefs of Buchan, the 
heroine who had placed the crown upon his head, • 
were all taken, and committed to different prifons, 
Vhere fome of them were treated with great feve- 
rity"'. ' 

F<Wflr<l - While the wretched Bruce was overwhelmed by fo 
biTfideft many calamities, his powerful adverfary Edward was 

/bi>, and 

invades <,, VValfing. p. 91. Htming, t. i. p. *ii. 

Gotland* ,,5 Fordun. 1. 1». c. 11. Buchan. 1. 8. p. 14*. 

'^7 Id.ribid« "^ Rymer, t. l. p. 1012—1015. 
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dolIe^Jing money; and raifing forces,- to niaWtf a final A.D.i3o«i 
coriqueft of Scotland. To anirnate the young nobi- ^' ' ""^^ 
lity with greater ardour in this enterprife, Edward 
(Conferred the honour of knighthood upon his ddeft 
fon Edward prince of Wales, in his palace at Weft-' 
minfter, on Whitfunday, with very great foleminity^ 
Immediately after, the prince went in* proceflibn to 
Weftminfter church, mounted on the high altar, and 
knighted about three hundred young noblemen and 
gentlemen, who were all dreffed in robes embroi- 
dered with gold, which they had received out o£ 
the royal wardrobe. At the end of this ceremony, 
two fwans, adorned with trappings and bells of 
gold, were brought with - great pomp into the 
church ; and the king took a foleihn oath, by the 
God of heaven, and by thefe fwans, that he would 
march into Scotland, and never return till he had 
avenged the death of John Comyn, and puniflied 
the rebellious Scots. The prince, and the young 
knights, his companions, took oaths to the fame 
purpofe "^ Soon after this folemnity, the king, 
with the prince and his knights, let out to join the 
army, which was appointed to rendezvous at Carlifle • 
in July. But this great army meeting with no^ 
enemy in the field, fpent the campaign in plunder- 
ing the country, taking prifoners, and receiving the 
fubmiffions of fuch as furrendered'"**. 

When neither friends nor foes knew what was ^'^^ *p- 
become of Bruce, he fuddenly made his appear- is forced 

to retire* 

"9 M. V^Teftmonft. p. 45^. 
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A>^is«6. ^nce, about Michaelms^s, on hls^ own elbte in 

' '"'^'^"*^' Carrick, at the head of afmall but refolute bwd 

of followers, furj^ifed Hairy de Percy, who had 

obtained a grant of that eflate frpm Edward^ (etzed 

bis b^iggage, and befiegcd himfelf in Tumberry 

caftle* But on the approach of a large detachment 

of the Englifh army, he was obliged to raife the 

fiege, aod take fbelter in the highlands '"• 

y^.D.ijo;. Edward, who wa3 now in a declining ftate of 

fomrtJi^' health, fpe^t the laft moatths of the former, and 

catcd, and the firft months of this year, in Cumberland, and 

ban^Qjcd! ^^Id a parliament at Carlifle, which met January ao> 

A. D. 1307, While this parliament was fitting, on 

February 22, Peter d'Efpaigne, cardinal-legate 

from the pope, attoided by the king, bifliops, and 

barons, in their robes^ with candles Ughted and 

bells ringing, folemnly excommunicated Robert 

Bruce, and all who favoured him, as peijured trai^. 

tors and enemies of peace "*. A few days after 

this folemnity. Piers de Gavafton, a Gafcon gentle^ 

man, the great favourite and corrupter of prince 

Edward, was baniflied the kingdom ; and both the 

prince and Gavafton took a folemn oath, that he 

never fhould return without the king's leave "*^. 

When Edward was thus moving heaven and 
earth againft Bruce and his adherents, that prince 
was not idle in his retreat* About the beginning 
of April, he defcended from the mountains, at the 
head of a body of men ; which, increaiing as he ad* 

«*• Heming. t. i. p. 2*5. n^ Id. ibid. p. »*6. 

"*3 Ryroer^ t, %, p. 1043,. 
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v^nced, at laft amounted to ten thoufand. With A.D.ijor. 
this army he defeated Aymer de Valence, earl of 
Pembroke, at Cumnock, and a few days after 
Ralph de Monthermer, earl of Gloucefter; who - 
flying to the caftle of Ayr was there befieged "^ 

Edward, exafperated beyond meafure at this in- ^«***> ^^ 
idligence, ifTued his commands 10 all the forces of 
his dominions, to come to him at Cariifle three 
weeks after Afidfummer. But before that time, 
the dylentery, with which he had been long afilid:* 
ed, had rendered hhn fo weak, iSiat he was con- 
iined to his chamber ; and a report prevailed that 
he was dead* To difprove this report, he (et oilt . 
irom Cariifle July 3 ; but was ^ feeble, ^at he 
could travel only three miles ; and having tefted 
<me day, he reiiched Burgh on the Sands about 
five miles from Cariifle, July 5, and there expired 
in his tent, July 7, in the fixty-ninth year of his 
age, and thirty-fifth of his reign"*. When he 
took leave of the prince of Wales^ he gave him 
(as is ufual on fuch occafions) much good ad^ce^ 
In particular, he charged him, undei* the pain of 
incurring his paternal malediction, — never to recal 
the baniflied Gavafl:oh,-^o fend his heart into the 
Holy Land, — to carry his body with the army into 
Scotland, and not to bury it till he had made a 
complete conquefl: of that country'**. What re- 
gard his [an paid to thefe injunctions, we fiiaU fee 
in the next fe£tion. 

^H Walling, p. 93. Heming, t. i« p. »37. 
lis WaUing, p. 93. Heming t, i. p. igy, %$%• Rymer, t. »• 
p. 1059. *** Walfing, p, 93, 
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Ajy.iioj, E4ward I. from the length and fmallnefs of his 
Chsraaer ^^gs commonly called LongShanks^ had, in other 
©fEdwarci refpeSs, a very advantageous perfon, being re* 
piarkably tall, ftrong, and gracefuL He had fine 
hair, yellow in his youth, darker as he advanced 
in life, and gray in his old age. His forehead was 
large, all his features regular, and his complexion 
fair when he was young, but browner in his man«- 
hood. He greatly excelled in riding, tilting, and 
in every martial and manly e^ercife. Hunting and 
hawking were hi3 favourite amufements '*'• New: 
\ were his mental endowments inferior to his perfonal 
perfe£]dons. His excellent underilandihg and good 
fenfe rendered him one of the bed legiflators, and 
greateft politicians, that ever filled the throne of 
England. His perfonal courage and military fkill 
were equally confpipuous. He had a facred regard 
to juftice, when he was not blinded by ambition. 
In a word, he was induftrious, frugal, fober, and 
chafte ; a dutiful fon, a fond hufband, and a ten- 
der parent. But his charader was not without its 
blemiihes : he was too fond of power ; and would 
probably have endeavoured to render himfelf ab- 
folute, if he had not flood fo much in need of the 
love and affiftance of his fubjefts in profecuting his 
ambitious fchemes. It was evidently this thaj 
compelled him fo frequently to confirm the char- 
ters ; which he generally did with an ill grace, and 
to ferve fonie particular purpofe. The ambjtion 
pf extending his authority over all the ifle of 9ji- 
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tain, was, in truth, the great blemifli of this prince's A.D..i3o7, 
charadeF, which betftiyed him into many crimes 
and errors, and brought many calamities on both 
the Britifli kingdoms. As his fchemes for the re- 
du£tion of Wales were fuccefsful, the cruelty and 
iniquity of them have been long forgotten. But 
his attempts on Scotland, having been more unfor- 
tunate, have appeared more criminal ; and his 
greateft admirers cannot deny, — that he took an 
ungenerous advantage of the unhappy circum- 
ftances of the Scotch nation ; — that he abufed the 
confidence which they repofed in him ;— -and that 
he committed many afta of injuftice and cruelty in 
endeavouring tp eftabliih his dominion over them. * 

It feems indeed probable, that by labouring fo 
long, and fo earneftly, to perfuade the world of his, • 
right to the fovereignty of Scotland, he at length 
became perfuaded of it himfelf ; and it mufl: alfo 
be confeffed, that the objeft was fo defirable, and 
the probability of obtaining it fo great, that few 
ambitious princes could have refifted the tempt- 
ation. 

Edward I. was firft married to the princefs HiscW^ 
Eleanor of Caftillc, by whom he had four fons and 
eleven daughters. The three eldeft of thefe fons, 
John, Henry, and Alphonfo, -died unmarried, long 
before their father ; the youngeft, Edward,^ furviv- 
ed, and fucceeded him. Four of the daughters of 
this marriage, Eleanor, Joane of Acres, Margaret, 
aild Elifabeth, were married to the earls of Bar 
and GlouQefter, the duke of Brabant and earl of 

1 4 Holland; 



72a 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IV. 



Hiftery of 
Scotlaod. 



Cbangei 
in the 
royal fa- 
mily of 
Scotland. 



Holland ^ fix of tbetn died in their in&ncy ; oM 
of them, Mary, was a^nun, and furvived her hr 
ther. Edward's fecond queen was Margaret of 
France, by whom he had two fons, Thcmas of 
Brotherton earl of Norfolk, and Edmund of Wood^ 
ftoke earl of Kent, and one daughter, Eleanor, who 
died in her infancy. 

At£XAMD£R. m, king of Scotland, with his 
queen, and a fpkndid train of his nobility, attend*- 
ed the cor<xiation of his brother-in-law, Edward L 
at Weftminfter, 19th Auguft A.D. 1274'**. At 
that time the greateft cordiality reigned betweeik 
the two nations, as well as the two royal femilies* 
Soon after, the unhappy quefticm about homage, as 
ufual, occaiioned fome difquiet. But as both pari- 
ties were then amicably difpofed, this cUfpute was 
compromifed, by permittmg Robert Bruce earl of 
Carrick to do homage in the name of Alexander, 
and by exprefling it in general and ambiguous 
terms, to be on account of the lands and tenements 
which he held of the king of England, without any 
fpecification '**• 

Margaret queen of Scotland died about fix 
months after ihe had attended her brother's corb* 
nation ; and feveral great changes took place in the 
royal family of Scotland in a few years ^^. David, 
the youngeft fon of Alexander, <Ued A. D. 1281 ; 
and in that iame year Margaret, lus only daughter. 



»» Koyghr. eol 
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tvas married to Eric king of Norway, and died A.D.i307, 
A. D. 1 283, leaving an infant daughter of the fame ~^'^*^ 
name '^'. Alexander prince of Scotland married 
Margaret, the daughter of Guy earl of Flanders, 
A.D. 1383, wd dSed in January A. D. 1284^ 
vithrat iffue '^. Thus, in a fliort lime, this un- 
happy prince loft has queen, and all his cfaildven, 
having only one infant grandchild left. 

Alexaider HI. after he had been ten years a Mairiigt 
widower, feeisig his family fo weak, at the eameft of Aiex- 
ffcqueft of his nobility, married loleta^ daughter of ^^^^"^ ^^^ 
Itie earl of Dreux* But he was unhappily killed 
t>y a fall from his horfe^ near Kinghorn^ a few 
la^^hs after marriage, i6th March A. P* 1286, 
m the forty-£fth year of \^% age, and thirty-feventh 
of his reigp '^\ 

Hardfy any prince was more fincerely lamented, Laim^nted 
(pr longer remembered, by his fubjeds, than Alex- -^l "^* 

ando: III* of Scotland, both <m account of the 

» 

peace and profperity they had enjoyed under his 
govemmeoty and .of the dq>brabie calamities ia 
wifaich they were involved after his death. 

The hiftory of Scotland, from the death of 
Ale;&ander to the death of Edward L is fo inter- 
woven with that of England, that it could not 
be feparated from it, and hath been already re* 
lated. 

'I' Rym. Peed. t. 4. p. 370. Ford* L 10. e. yj* 
i^ Rym* Fi«d. toin. %. p. 249* Ford. \. to» c« \f. 
i|3 ford. 1. 10. c. 40. 
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S E C T 1 O N m. 

The civil and milifary bijlory of Britain^ from the 
accejjion of Edward IL A. D. 1307, to ^he ac- 
cejfton of Edward III. A. D. 13^7* 

EDWARD II. at his acceflion to the crown of 
England, enjoyed many, great advantages; 
which feemed to promife him the monarchy of 
Britain, and a glorious and happy reign. He was 
then in the twenty-third year of his agCj at the 
head of a mighty army, fluflied with many former 
viQories, inflamed with the moft violent national 
animofity againft the Scots, with whom they had 
been about fifteen years at war, and animated with 
the moft ardent defire of acquiring both riches and 
honour, by the complete conqueft of their country. 
-But it foon appeared that he was not poffeffed of 
talents to make a proper ufe of thefe advantages. 

Edward fpent about three weeks at Carlifle, 
waiting for fome of his forces, receiving the ho- 
mage of his Englifh barons and other military te- 
nants of the crown, and giving orders about his 
father's funeral, and other matters. At length,, 
Auguft I, A. D. 1307, he began his march into 
Scotland, direfting his route towards Dumfries, 
having fummoned the nobility of Scotland to meet 
him at that place, to perform their homage*. 



. 1 



I Chron.. de Lannercoft, 



Here 



Oh. I, J 3- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 



12J 



Here he trifled away hb time in receiving the fub- A-D.i^oy, 
miifipns of f^ch of the Scotch barons as obeyed his 
fummons, without taking any vigorous me^fures 
for the redudion of Robert Bruce and bis follow- 
ers, who were becoming daily more formidable. 

As foon as Edward Ikard of his father's death, G«rafto« 
he difcovered his <:ontempt of his own mod folenrn 
oaths, and of the dying uijundions of his iUuftrious 
parent, by recalUng Piers Gavafton from baniih- 
ment ; and while he redded at Dumfries, he further 
betrayed his extravagant fon<kiel$ for that pemici« 
ous favourite, by granting him, Auguft 6, the whole 
earldom of Cornwall, and all the great eftates of 
his coufip Edmund, which had lately fallen to the 
crown *. 

Edward paid no greater regard to the laft and ^^^^^ 
mod eameft of his father's admonitions, to profe- England, 
cttte the war againft Scotland with the gieateft vi* 
gour, and never to defift until he had made an entire 
conqueft of that country. For from the very be* 
ginning of his reign he allowed that war to lan<- 
guifli, and advanced no further than to Cumnock, 
in the (hire of Ayr, where he continued only a few 
days. Becoming, weary even of the fhadow of war, 
and impatient to embrace his returning favourite 
Gavafton, having conflitured Aymer de Valence 
earl of Pembroke guardian of Scotland, he dif- 
)>anded a great part of his army and returned to 
England in the beginning of September K 
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Thefe firft trati&dicns of Edward's rdga gave 
EdwarcrT the people of England very unfavourable knpref* 
^'^^'If ^^^' ^^^ ^ ^^ dtTpofitions and abilideg of thm 
too. new king ; and the events which followed ferved 

ftill farther to confirm thefe impreffions. As fooa 
as the favourite Gavafton arrived at court, he was 
loaded with wealth and honours, s&d had the entire 
direction both of the kmg and kingdom^ The 
faithful fervants of the late king were the firft 
who felt the fatal effeds of the favourite's ttn« 
bounded fway* The chancellor, treafurer, barons 
of the exchequer, and judges of both benches, 
were all turned out of their places ; and ibme of 
them, particularly Walter de Langt<m Ireafurer^ 
imprifoned, and treated with great feverity ^ The 
places of thefe difcarded minifters and judges were 
filled by the creatures of the favourite. Edward^ 
not yet weary of con£Brriag benefits on his beloved 
Gavafton, gave him a ftill ftronger proof of hii 
unbounded affedion, by introducing him into the 
royal family, and beftowing his own ndece, fifter 
of the young earl of Gloucefter, upon him in maiv 
riage ^ Nay, when this infatuated prince failed to 
Boulogne, in January 1308, to celebrate his nup- 
tials with the princefs Ifabella, daughter of the king 
of France, to whom he had already been efpoufed by 
proxy, paffing by the princes of the Wood, and aH 
the ancient nobility of England, he conftituted 
Gavafton guardian <^ the kingdom in his abfence, 

♦ Walfingham, p. 9^. J. de Trokclowe^ )>. 4.. Romit^. t. i, 
p. t44. s Hemiag. vol. i. p. t^i* Mon. Malmt p. 9^. 
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with mcu-e exlenfiv^ powcars tli^oi had ever l!>een a.d.i}07, 
gpi^ted to any fora^r guardian ^ 

Such 9Xk aAomfliing profufian o£ royal &vour^ Mtfeon* 
\gaB cmmgh tOi have excited eiwy agamft a perfba QJ^fton. 
of the greateli; prudence and humHity. But tbefe 
ifiHues conftiouted no part of tite cbarafter of this- 
vortldefe miniofli!.. Gn the contrary, he was vainr 
4nd i^oknt m the highcft: degree ; and made the 
moft oftentatious and provoking (HTplays of his 
perfonal accompKfliments, and of his power and 
tiches. Some of the nobiBty he offended by his: 
iatiiical wit; fome he aftonted by his fiiperior 
addrefe in tournaments, the favourite diverfion of 
tbe great hi thefe times :' and he enraged them all 
by engrofflng the royal favour and bounty, and 
AjjHiving th^m of that fhare in the confidence and 
liberality of tli^ir fovereign, and in the manage? 
ment of public affahrs, to which they thought 
themfekes entitted by their birth and ft*ation^ 
Thus, while Giavafton was beloved beyond mea- 
fiire by his deluded fovereign, he was abhorred 
and hated with the' greateft violence, both by the 
ROlMlity and common people ; who never could be 
pmvaited upon to ffiew him the leaft refpeft, or call 
him by any other name than that of Piers Gavajlorty 
though a ridicukm» proclamation was ifTued by the 
king, commanding adi men to give him the title of 
£dr/ ^fCarnwnllm common converfation ®. 



6 Rymer, t. 3. p, 47. 53. Ypodig. Neuftrix, p. 499* 
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Edward returned from France on the 7th of 
February, accompanied with a fplendid train of 
French princes and noblemen, and was crowned, 
together with his young queen, in Weftminftei' 
abbey, on the 25ih of the fame nK>nth K 

Though Edward was now married to a young' 
and beautiful princeis, it foon appeared thsit (he 
pofleflCed a very fmall (hare of his affedions ; and 
that his fondnefs for his favourite, was not in the 
lead diminifhed. He beftowed upon Gavafton all 
the rich prefents which he had received from the* 
king of France at his marriage; he allowed him 
to plunder the treafury of one hundred <thoa&nd 
pounds, beiides jewels left by the late king ; and 
he appointed him to carry the crown at the coro* 
nation, where he far outAone all the nobility, and 
even the king himfelf, in the fplendour and rich*- 
nefs of his drefs '**. Thefe and many other marks 
which the king daily gave of his extravagant fond- 
nefs for his favourite, inflamed the refentment of 
the nobility to the greateft height, and madetherat' 
refolved to tear the infolent minion from behind the 
throne, and drive him out of the kingdom*. 
Thomas earl of Lancafter, the king's cou(in« 
german, the richeft and moft powerful nobleman 
in the kingdom, was at the head of the difcontent- 
ed barons, who had a meeting in the refe6;ory of 
Weflmmfter abbey, a few days after the corona* 
tion, and petitioned the king to bsmiili Gavafton 



9 Walfing. p. 95, 96. Rymer^ t» )• pr 59, 

*o Rymer, t. 3. p. 6%, Sec. M. Weftmoaft* Contra. 



out 



Qui. }S' CIVIL- AND MILITARY. %»i 

% 

V 

put. of the kingdom. But he declined giving any A.D.130% 
anfwer to this petition till after Eafter, when the 
parliament was to meet". The barons, being / 
febfible* that force alone could prevail upon the . 
king to grant a petition fo contrary, to his inclina- 
tion, employed the interval in providing fuch a 
force ; and had feveral meetings, at Ware, North- 
ampton, and other places; in which they bound 
themfelves by oath to ft and by one another in pro- 
curing the baniflinient of Gavaftoh ". 

The parliamOTit met at Weftminfter on the 28 th Pari'*- 
of April ; to which the earl of Lancafter, and the 
barons of his party, came, attended with fo great 
an armed force, that the king was in no conditioa 
to deny them any thing. Their demands, how-, 
ever, were more moderate than might have beeiji; 
expe£led. They infifted only, that Gayafton 
Ihould be banifhed out of England for life ; that 
he fhould depart out of the kingdom before Mid-. 
fummer next, and take an oath never to return ^ . 

'Without requiring the confifcation of his great 
eftate, or calling him to account for the immenfe 
fums of the public money which he had converted 
to his own ufe '^ The king, though with extreme 
reluctance, confented to the banifliment of his fa- 
vourite, and granted his letters-patent to that pur- 

. pofe ^ 

«» M. Weftmonft. Contin. 

«» Chron. St. Auguft. 

■} Trivit. Contin* p. 5. Kerning, p. 245. 
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A.D.y3oS. As foon 8s the parliament was ^mifkdy Edwanf 
Gavafton gavc Ws favoitiite frefh proofs of his tmabating 
iTmeianl ^^^^fi, by granting him feveral large eftat€», 
of ireiaod. both in England and Gafcony "^ ; and when he 
found it impoffible to retain him any longer n^ar 
his perfon, without incmring both the cenfares of 
the church and the dangers of a eivit war, inftead 
of fending hkn into Gafcony, as the difconteftted 
barons exped!ed, be appointed him lord liettteiiaiitf 
of Ireland, and accompanied him to Briftol in hisf 
way to that kingdom '*. Gavafton fpent about a 
year in Ireland, Iking in royal fplendour, and dSE^ 
playing his military Ikill and courage, of which he 
poffeffed a confiderable ihare, in taking fome 
caftles, and defeating fome parties of the rd>el- 
l!ousIriftl'^ 

A.D.I309- ,' In the mean time Edward bore the abfence of 
wcaUed!* ^^^ favouritfe with great impatience, and employed 
every art to pave the way for his return. He pre- 
vailed with the pope to abfolve Gavafton from the 
oath which he had taken never to return to Eng- 
fcmd '• ; and greatly foftened the refentments of his 
moft powerful enemies by favours and promifes "•• 
When all things were thus prepared, the favourite 
was recalled, and the infatuated prince flew to meet 
him at Chefter about the end of June 1309 % and 

«* Rymer, t. 3. p. 87, &c. 

>^ Id* ibid. p. 9», 93. M. Maltnf. Vita Edwardi II. p. loo. 

17 Danieri Hift. £d. IL in Kenet*s Hift.voJ, i.p. 204. 
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tieceivfed him with the greateft tranfports of joy^ A.D.iid^. 
and all the marks of the moft fond affeftion. 
Edward had at this time fo far regained the con- 
fidence of his nobility and other fubjefts, by many 
great conceffions which he had made them *'^ that 
he prevailed with- the parliament, which met at 
Stamford, July 26, to approve of Gavallon's re- 
turn, and confent to his remaining. in England un*- 
molefted. 

If Edward and his favourite had been capable ^'et^T 
of becoming wifer by their paft difficulties, they Edward 
might have enjoyed their prefent tranquillity much y^^J^*" 
longer than they did; But being both equally vain 
and thoughtlefs, they abandoned themfelves to the 
moft extravagant demonftrations of jpy. Nothing 
was to be feen at court. but the moft magnificent 
and expenfive feafts, balls, and tournaments ; at 
all which Gavafton made the moft confpicuous 
figure, and eclipfed all the ancient nobility by the 
richneis and fplendour of his appearance, and the 
luftre of royal favour**. Befides this provoking 
difplay of his profperity, fo apt to excite envy, he 
inflamed the refentment of fome of the moft 
powerful barons, by turning them into ridicule, 
and giving them opprobrious and difgraceful nick- 
names, callkig the earl of Lancafter, the firft 
prince of the blood, and moft , potent nobleman 
in the kingdom, the Stage-player \ the earl of 
Pembroke, Jofepb the Jew ; the earl of Warwick, 
the Bla€k dog rf 4rden€y &c. This imprudent 
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A.D.1309. condufl: very foon produced its natural confequen- 
*''^^'"^' CCS, and Gavafton became the obje£k of univerfal 
deteftation. The difcontented lords began to draw 
together, and appointed tournaments in feveral 
places, as a plaufible pretence for their meetings, 
• which were in reality defigned for contriving the 
deftruftion of the favourite *^ 
A.D.1310. The king, in order to avoid the gathering florm, 
nennJ made a progrefs into the north, and called a par-? 
liament, to meet at York on the 1 8th of OSober, 
in which Gavafton took his place as earl of Corn- 
wall. But the difcontented and now confederated 
barons, pretending to dread fome danger to their 
perfons from the power and treachery of the fa- 
vourite, refufed to attend this parliament ; which, 
for that reafon, was adjourned to meet at the fame 
place on the 3d of February A. D. 1310 *\ The 
. fame caufe rendered this fecond meeting ineffe&ual. 
The king, who was in great diftrefs for money; 
being at length convinced that he could obtain no 
aid from his parliament, while the objed of his 
affeflion, and of their deteftation, was in view, re- 
folved to part with his favourite for a time, and 
• fent him out of the way. 
Charge m After the departure of Gavafton, the confede- 
tution. rated lords no longer refufed to come to a parlia- 
ment, which met at Weftminfter in Lent 1310** ; 
but they came attended (contrary to a royal pro- 

« 
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damation**) with fuch numbers of armed follow- A^D.xjro* 
ers, that they were entire mafters both of king and 
parliament. This enabled them to make that tem- 
porary change in the conftitution, n\ore fully re* 
lated in the third chapter of this book ; and of in- 
vefting twelve of their own number, under the title 
of Ordainers^ with a kind of diftatorial authority, 
which they were to enjoy till Michaelmas in the 
year following ; and the king granted a commif- 
fion for chufmg thefe ordainers on the 1 6th March 
1310^ 

After Edward had made this great conceffion Edward 
to pleafe the confederated barons, and the other ^rofe7ute* 
bufinefs of this feffion of parliament was ended, «he war 
he began to turn his views northward, and to und. ^*** 
think of doing fomething in earned in the war 
with Scotland, which had languiihed ever fince his 
acceflion to the throne *^ 

If Edward had profecuted the war with Scot- Robert 
land, in the firft year of his reign, with any vigour, ^j"7eg"^ 
the total and final conqueft of that country would, g»^«at part 
in all human probability, have been the confe- undr" 
quence. All the places of ftrength in that king- 
dom were already in his poflfeflion ; the far greateit 
part of the nobility and people had fubmitted to 
the Englifli government ; the potent family of the 
Comyns, with fome others, had cordially embraced 
the Englifh intereit ; and a long and dangerous 
ficknefs with which Robert Bruce, the new king of 

«* Rymer, t, 3. p, aoo, *^ Ryl«y» P« 5»6. Rymer, 

t. 3. p. 204. x%o» ^ Rf mer,/ f., %* p, m. 1 
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A.D.i3to. ScotSj was feized at that time, would have facili- 
tated the fuccefs of the enterprife. But Edward, 
by his hafty return into England, and the fubfe- 
quent errors of his conduft, loft all thefe advan- 
tages, never to be regained. For as foon TiS Bruce 
recovered his health, he applied himfelf with great 
fpirit to improve the favourable opportunity which 
the imprudence of Edward and the diftraftions 
of the Englifli government put into his hand ; and 
' by a feries of wife, vigorous, and fuccefsful mea- 
fures, in the fpace of three years he reduced all 
Scotland, except a few fortreffes, under his obe- 
dience. 

Erfward ^|. length Edward fummoned all the military 

invsiics 

Scotland, taffals' of the crown to meet him at Berwick, with 
their troops, on the 8th of September 1310, in 
order to an expedition into Scotland. This fum* 
mons was but ill obeyed ; feveral of the confede- 
rated lords remaining in London to attend the 
twelve ordainers, who were employed in preparing 
their ordinances for the reformation of the govern- 
ment *^ Edward, however, marched into Scot- 
lamd at the head of a coniiderable army; and Bruce 
declining an engagement, and retiring into the 
north, he advanced as for as Linlithgow without 
feeing an enemy ; but was foon obliged, for want 
of provifions, to return with his army to Berwick. 
He fpent the winter in this place, happy in the 
fociety of his beloved Gavafton, who had lately 
emerged from his retreat 
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Edward fent'his favourite with an army into A.D.ijir- 
Scotland (in March 1 3 1 1 ), to gather laurels, arid oavafton's 
abate the general odium aeainft him. Gavafton fxpetiition 

, ° . ^ 1 1 into Scot- 

penetrated a great way mto the country j but not land, 
being able to bring the Scots to an engagement, 
he returned without performing any aftion of eclat. 
After his return, Edward fet out for London to 
hold a parliament, which was fummoned to meet 
there on the 8th of Auguft, and continued to fit 
till the loth of Oftober. 

In this parliament the '•famous ordinances com- Ordinan- 
pofed by the twelve ordainers were debated ; and firmed/ 
at length, with much reluftance, confirmed by the 
king, and fworn to by the lords and commons, 
and copies of them, under the great feal^ fent to 
all the Iheriffs of England '\ 

By one article of thefe ordinances. Piers Gavaf- ?*^.^^°? 

^ , i baniuied* 

ton was, for many crimes therein enumerated, to* 
be baniihed for ever out of all the king's domi- 
nions, ahd to depart before the ift of November 
next, under the penalty of being treated as a com* 
mon enemy td the king and kingdom ^\ 

After his favourite was thus once more torn A.D.i3i?5. 
from him, Edward retired into the north, and took ^cjaw** 
up his refidence at York. Unable to live long 
without his beloved Gavafton, he recalled him 
from Flanders, the place of his retreat ^^ ; received 
him at his arrival with the greateft tranfports of 

3< Mon. Malmf. p. 110—113. J.deTrokelowe, p.7»S« 
Pradjr's Hift. vol. 3. p. 10%, ii9. Append. N^ 50; &c. 
1^ Mon. MalmC. pf ii4>i &^. >^ J.Trokelowei p. S« 
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joy ; heaped new favours upon him ; and publifli- 
ed a proclamation, declaring that his banifhment 
had been illegal ^^ 

This imprudent meafure rekindled the rcfent-- 
ment of the confederated barons ; who immedi* 
ately drew together, raifed an army, and, having 
appointed the earl of Lancafter their general, di- 
refted their march northward". The confede-* 
rates now received a great acceffion of ftrength, by 
the junftion of the earl of Warrenne to their party, 
and by the general diflatisfaftion with the king, 
and rage^againft the favourite, which prevailed 
amoBgft the people. 

In the mean time, the king and Gavaft6n fpent 
their time in pleafure, and in the mod profound 
fecurity, at York, without taking any meafures 
to meet or diffipate the approaching ftorm. At 
length, when they heard that the confederate army 
was near, they retired firft to Newcaftle, and then 
to Tinmouth, where they * embarked with a fmall 
retinue, and arrived at Scjirborough. The king 
having put Gavafton into the caftle of that place, 
which was efteemed impregnable, marched on to 
York, in order to raife an army, to make head 
againft his enemies-^*. 

As foon as the earl of Lancafter received intel- 
ligence of this, he marched from Nev^caftle, and, 
detaching the earls of Pembroke and Surry, and 

34- Rym. Feed. t. 3. p. 198, 

35 Wa Ting. p. 100. J. Trokclowe, p. 10. Mon. Malmf. p. 118, 
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Hen^ de Percy, with a fufEcient body of troops, A.D.isi*. 
to befiege the caftle of Scarborough, he polled 
himfelf between that place and York, to prevent all 
communication between the king and Gavafton ". 
The king, trembling for the fafety of his favourite, 
and unable to relieve him by force. Tent his royal 
mandate to the beHegers, commanding them to 
defift from their enterprife^^ But flighting this 
command, they puflied the fiege with vigour ; and 
Gavafton, finding the place deftitute of provifions 
for a long defence, capitulated on the 1 9th of May ; 
and furrendared himfelf to the earl of Pembroke 
and Henry de Percy, on condition that he fhould 
be kept fafe in their cuftody till the firft of Augufl 
next : that in the mean time endeavours fhould be 
ufed for bringing about a general accommodation ; 
but if that did not take place, he fhould then be 
reflored to the caflle of Scarborough, in the fame 
condition in which he left it : and for the obferv* 
ation of tbefe conditions thefe two noblemen 
pledged all their lands ^\ 

The earl of Pembroke having thus eot the <5*vaftoii 

" " executed* 

perfon of the hated Gavafton into his poffeflion, 
conduced him to the cafUe of Deddington, near 
Banbury, in Oxfordfhire. Here the earl left him 
in the cuflody of his fervants, and went to fpend a 
few days with his lady, who refided in that neigh- 
bourhood '*°. In the mean time, on Saturday 17th 

>7 J. Trokelowe, p. 17. i* Rym. Feed. t. $. p. 3*7, jaS. 

99 Rym. Foed. u 3. p. 334, Mon. Malmr. p. isx 
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A.P-uta. June, very early in the morning, the caftle of 
Peddington was befet by a great body of armed 
men, commanded by Guy 'earl of Warwick ; and 
.Gavafton finding his guards neither able nor 
willing to defend him, furrendered himfelf into 
the hands of that earl, his niofl . furious and im* 
placable enemy, who carried him to his caftle of 
Warwick. As foon as this event was known, the 
earls of Lancafter, Hereford, and Arundel, the 
chiefs of the confederacy, repaired to Warwick ; 
and after fome cpnfultation they agreed to put 
their prifoner to death, as a traitor and public 
enemy, without any regard to the capitulation, 
and without any formal trial. In confequcnce of 
this refolution, on the i ft July, the three earls with 
their followers conduced the wretched Gavafton 
to Blacklow-hill, near Warwick, where they be^ 
held his head fevered from his body by, the hand$ 
of the executioner, with fome degree of that fa* 
vage pleafure which party-rage is too apt to in- 
fpire on fuch occafions ^\ 

Edward, when he received the news of his be- 
loved favourite's death, was filled with inexpreffible 
grief, and with the moft furious refentment againft 
its authors ^» He haftened to London, and applied 
himfelf with uncommon fpirit, to collet money, 
and raife an army : but as he had loft the affeSions 
of the greateft part of his fubjeds, his endeavour? 
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were not very fuccefsfiil; and he foon heard, that A.p.fii^ 
the confederated barons were approaching the ca- 
pital at the head of a much more powerful army 
than he could bring into the field. This difpofed 
him to liften to milder counfels ; and the count of 
Evreux, the queen's tmcle, cardinal Arnaud, the 
pope's nuncio, and the earls of Gloucefter and 
Richmond, interpofing their good offices, ,a treaty 
was fet on foot between the king and the barons. 
While this treaty was depending, the queen was 
delivered of her eldeft fon, prince Edward, at 
Windfor, on the 13th of JTovember^^ This 
happy event is faid to have put the king into fuch 
a good humour, that it contributed greatly to fa- 
cilitate the fuccefs of the negotiations ; and a pad* 
6cation was concluded, December 120, on the fol- 
lowing terms : ** That the barons fhould come 
•^ before the king in Weftminfter-hall, and afk his 
•* pardon on their knees ; that they Ihould reftore 
** the horfes, arms^ jewels, plate, &c. belonging to 
** Gavafton, which they had fei^ed at Newcaftle j 
^ and that a full pardon ihould be paffed in the 
^^ next parliament to the barons and their ad- 
** herents, for the death of Gavafton, and all 

^* other crimes and mifdemeanors ^J' 

» 

Though the armies on both fides were difband- A.D.isis. 
ed, and fome appear2^nce of tranquillity reftored by ^^^ *J,"f„^ 
this pacificaticm, the reconciliation between the vificthc 

*^ court of 
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AJX13I5. king and the barons was far from being cordiaL 
Edward, who had not yet forgot his refentment 
for the death of his favourite, was in no hafte to 
call a parliament, and grant the pardon he had 
promifed ; and the barons, jealous of his ill inten- 
tions, kept at a didance from court, and in a pof- 
ture of defence. Whilft affairs were in this unfet- 
tled ftate, Edward, having conftituted his nephew 
the earl of Gloucefter guardian of the kingdom^ 
embarked at Dover for France May 23, with his 
queen, and a fplendid retinue, to be prefent at the 
knighting and coronation, of Lewis king of Na- 
varre, his brother-in4aw, on June 3, at Paris ^K 
Before his departure a parliament had been called 
to meet at Weftminfter July 8, and he fent over a 
commiffion to the biihops of Bath and Worcefter, 
and the earls of Gloucefter and Richmond, to hold 
that parliament ^\ But his abfence rendered this 
meeting abortive, and increafed the difcontent and 
jealoufy of the barons, who now became impatient 
to obtain the promifed pardon, and began to talk 
- of having recourfe to arms. 

King and The king arriving from France July 16, and 

cttftdUd7" ^^^S made fenfible that it was dangerous to trifle 
any longer with the difcontented barons, fummon- 
ed a parliament to meet September 23, at Weft- 
minfter *^ At this parliament, by the mediation 
of the queen, the prelates^ Jtnd the earl of Glou* 
icefter, the pacification between the king and th^ 

♦J Rymeri Feed, t. 3. p. 393, ♦^ Jd. ibid, p, 4«x. 

f7 Id. ibid, t. 3. p. 41$* 

baroni 



Oi. I. $3- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 139 

barons was completed. The barons came into A^P-'^m* 
Weftminfler-hall, and implored the king's pardon 
on their knees : the king publiflied a general par- 
don to the barons and ail their adherents October 
16, and the day after he granted particular pardons, 
under the great feal, to the earls of Lancafter^ Here- 
ford, and Warwick, and about five hundred knights 
and gentlemen of their party, by name ^'. The king 
feafted the earl of Lancafler and the barons of his 
party, and was feafted by them ; and as a ftill more 
fubftantial proof of their reconciliation, the barons 
and knights of (hires granted the king a twentieth, 
and the citizens and burgeife^ a fifteenth, of their 
moveables, to enable him to carry on the war 
againft Scotland^. 

Robert Bruce, who was now generally acknow- A,D*i3i4% 
ledged. by his own fiibjefts, and by foreign nations, |^7|j[^, 
as king of Scots, having made the beft advantage 
of thefe dilTenfions, which reigned fo long in Eng- 
land, had reduced all Scotland under his obedience 
before the beginning of the year 1 3 1 4, except the 
caftles of Stirling, Dunbar, and Berwick. He 
had alfo reftored order to the civil government, 
and authority to the laws ; extinguifhed the Englifly 
faftion, revived the fpirits, and united the hearts, 
of the Scots, in defence of their king and country. 
Nay, this wife and intrepid prince had even made 
feveral bold incurfions into England, and returned 
loaden with the fpoils of his enemies ^. 
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A.D.i3t4.. If ^vas now high time for the Englifli, as foon as 
Edward their internal tranquillity was reftored, to think fe- 
i^rtpaics^ rioufly of avenging thefe injuries, and recovering the 
midabic dominion of Scotland, which they had loft by their 
i^£i^d/ inteftine broils. With thefe views, Edward ap* 
plied with great vigour to the raifing of money, 
collcfting provifions, arms, fhips, and forces, for a 
formidable expedition into Scotland, which might 
decide the fate of that kingdom at a fingle blow, 
and reduce it once more under the Englifli yoke **. 
He inlifted troops in Flanders, and other foreign 
countries ; fent for his military vafFals in Gafcony, 
Ireland, and Wales ; and fummoned all the warlike 
power of England to meet him at Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, three weeks after Eafter^*. The earls of 
Lancafter, Arundel, Surry, and Warwick, only fent 
their vaflals, not thinking fit to truft themfelves in 
the king's power ^^ But in general this fummons 
was fo well obeyed, that Edward found himfelf at 
the head of the greateft army that ever marched 
out of England into Scotland, attended by an in- 
credible number of carriages, loaded with arms, 
provifions, and baggage of all kinds *^ Every 
thing being ready, he moved from Berwick June i8, 
direfling his march towards Stirling caftle, the re- 
Kef of which was the immediate objeft of this 
mighty armament, and arrived by eafy marches, 
jmd without any oppofition, within three miles of 

f ' Rymeri Feed, t. 3. p. 43*. 463. 475. 
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that place, on June 24. Here the Scotch anny AD.ism. 
prefented itfelf to view, dravm up dn the north 
banks of the little river Bannock, diredly in the 
road to Stirling ". 

Scotland had been fo long in a ftate of war, and Number 
fo often defolated by the Englifli armies under Ed* fitionof** 
ward L that it was now thinly inhabited ; and king i^^^**** 
Robert, with all his efforts, could not collefik above 
thirty thoufand men to defend his crown and king- 
dom againft fo formidable an invafion. With thig 
army, however, being the greatefl: he could raife, 
he refolved to ftand his ground, depending on their 
determined courage, and declared refolution to die 
or conquer. He chofe his ground with great judge- 
ment, having a mountain on his right, a morafs 
on his left, and a fmall river in front. To render 
the approach of the enemies cavalry, in which they 
abounded, ftill more difficult and dangerous, he 
had dug many pits along the banks of the river, 
into which he had driven (lakes, (harpened at the 
head, and very artfully covered them with turfe 
and ruflies **• There were fome flcirmifhes betweeii 
<letached parties of cavalry on the evening in which 
the armies came in fight; in one of which the 
king of Scots gave a proof of his ftrength, dexte- 
rity, and courage, which greatly raifed the hopes 
of his army, by cleaving Henry de Bohun to the 
chin, with a battle-axe, at the head of his troop *^ 
But the day being too far fpent for a general engage- 
s' Mon. Mfttrnf. p. 1461 147* Watfing. p. 105. 
f« T* de laMorc, p. $9^' *^ ^^»"* Malipf. p, 147, 14!. 
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A.D.15T4. ment, both armies retired to their ground, and 

waited with equal impatience the return of light. 
Battle of This fhort niffht is faid to have been fpent in a 
fcn^B, ' very different manner by the different armies. The 
Englifii, defpifing an enemy whom they had fo 
often conquered, confident of viftory from their 
fuperior numbers, and abounding in provifions of 
all kinds, fpent the hours in mirth and jollity. 
The Scots, fenfible, that the moment which muft 
determine the fate of their country, and make 
them and their pofterity either a free or a de- 
pendant people, was approaching, employed the 
awful interval in afts of devotion, and in mutual 
exhortations to conquer nobly or die bravely. 
As foon as the dawn appeared, both armies began 
to put themfelves in order of battle* The earl of 
Gloucefter, who commanded the Englifli cavalry, 
full of youthful ardour, and difputmg the pofl of 
honour with the earl of Hereford, advanced to the 
attack with too much precipitation, fell among the 
covered pits, was thrown from his horfe, and 
killed ^'. This difafter threw the cavalry into fome 
confufion ; and Sir James Douglas, who com- 

• 

manded the van of the Scotch army, making a 
furious attack upon them at the fame inftant, 
completed their diforder, and put them to a total 
rout ^\ The infantry, obferving with aflonifhment 
t^e defeat of their horfe, and feeing another army, 
as they imagined, marching s^ong the hills, (which 

5t T. de U Mare, p. 5^4. Mon« Malmf. p» 147^ X4S. 
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was only the waggoners and boys in the Scotch A;d.iii4. 
camp, f urnifhed with ftandards to make the ap- '^"*^*"*^' 
pearance of an army at a diftance,) were feized 
with a panic, and fled, without ftriking a blow, or 
coming near an enemy* In this deplorable fcenc 
of confufion the unhappy Edward difcovered no 
want of perfonal courage, and was with much 
difficulty perfuaded to quit the field of battle, and 
fave himfelf by flight^. By the moft moderate 
accounts of contemporary hiftorians, there fell in 
this battle, or were taken prifoners, of earls, ba- 
rons, and knights, 154, of gentlemen 700, and of 
common fpldiers above 10,000*'. As this great 
defeat happened early in the morning on IVIid- 
fummer day, at the diftance of eighty miles from 
any place of fafety, very few of the flying army 
would have efcaped with life and liberty, if many 
of the Scotch foldiers had not preferred the plun- 
der of the Englilh camp (where they found aa 
immenfe booty) to the purfuit of their enemies ^. 
Such was the fatal defeat of Bannockbum, which 
^for fome time greatly funk the fpirits of the 
Englilh nation, eftablifhed Robert Bruce on the 
throne of Scotland, and reftored the long-difputed 
independency of that kingdom ^K 

Edward remained about three weeks at Berwick, ^'jj^?' 
whither he had efcaped, and then fet out for York, EngUaO. 
to hold a parliament, which was futnmoned to 

•• Mon, Malmf. p. 151. J. Trokclowe, p. 17. 
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A.D.f3i4. meet there on Augufl: 15^*. Enghnd was at this 
time a fcene of great diftrefs and mifery ; difpirited 
by defeat, diftrafted by faftion, depopulated by 
famine, and defolated by an army of Scots, who 
had made an incurfion into the northern counties. 
But the earl of. Lancafter, and the barons of his 
party, who had not been in the late battle, inftead 
of flying to the relief of their bleeding countrj^, 
took that opportunity to promote their own am- 
bitious views ; and the king being unable to make 
any refiftance to their will, they turned all his of- 
ficers and fervants out of their places, which they 
took to themfelves, or befl:owed on their depend- 
ents ''^ The remainder of this unfortunate year 
was fpent in fruitlefs overtures for peace, and ia 
exchanging prifoners. Bruce now received his 
wife, his daughter Marjory, then his only child, 
his fitter Chriftina, and all the lords and gentle- 
men who had been prifoners in England fince the 
jtime of Edward I. in exchange for fome of the 
earls, barons, and otiiers, who had been taken at 
the battle of Bannockbum ^. 
A.D.1JI5. Though the whole power was now in the hands 
Swte of q{ ijjg ^jrj q{ Lancafter and his partifans, the nation 
reaped no advantage from their adminiftration. 
The famine ftill continued to rage with great vio- 
lence ; and tlie imprudent methods ufed by a par- 
liamenl: aflembkd the 20th January, to remedy 
that evil, by fetting a fixed price on all kinds of 

•♦ Rymer^ t. 3, p. 493. Walfing.p. xo6. 
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j»*ovi(ipps, rather ipcreaf^d it ^. The Scots, who A.i>.ijis. 
vjGxc a^£ted with the fame calamity, fought reUef 
by maHing^ iQcurfiona into England ^ and though 
foine troQpai tver.e fisnt into the north, yet no efec- 
tual car^ ^a^takeptp prevent theoi**. 

The Scotsi were fo much elated by thdr late Kxpcdi. 
fuccefle^, tk2Lt they begw to entertain hopes of Edward 
conquering anoiher kingdom. The Irifli had long f^"^ j"** 
hprm the Engfifli yoke with impatience; and 
thinking tblisi a favourable opportunity to throw it 
off, th^y invited Edwai^d Bruce, broths to the 
king of Scots, to come over to thdr afliftance 
with a hpdy of troops, and promifed to make him 
king of Ireland. £d;ward, naturally ambitious 
and enterprifing, joyfully accepted the invitation; 
and landed near Carrickfergus, May 26^ with a 
fmaU Uut fded army of 6600 men; and being 
joined by fome Irifh chieftains, he had feveral 
s^dion^ with the Eiigliib, with various fuccefs \ 

At ^ p^Uimient held at Lincoln in the months A.D.iji^. 
of J?nu?iry and February, the king having once ^"^i^rty 
i^ore conBirned the famous ordinances, and fub- p^^^^^^- 
mitted to every condition imppfed upon him by the 
Lancaflrian £idion, an e^pedit^on ag^inft Scotland 
-was refolved upon ; the ^rl of Lanc^der was de* 
clared the chjef of the king-s council, and general 
of the army, which wa^ tq aijenible at Newcaftle 
8th July^^ 

♦7 Walfing. p. 106, 107, J. Trokelowe, p. 30, 31 » 
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A«D.i}t6. It ig not a little furpiifing, that while he was 
Expedi- threatened with fo formidable an invafion from 
Robert England, Robert Bruce (hould think of leavmg 
Bruce into bis kingdom, and invading Ireland. This renders 
irejan . j^ highly probable, that there was fome foundation 
for what was furmifed by the enemies of the earl of 
Lancafter; that there was a fecret correfpond- 
ence between that earl and the king of Scots ^'« 
However this may be, Robert made an expedition . 
into Ireland this year, to aflift his brother in the 
conqueft of that kingdom ; but a dreadful famine 
raging in that country, and a great mortality 
breaking out in his army, he was obliged to return 
without effeding any thing confiderable, leaving 
bis brother. and his trufty followers to ftruggle 
fome time longer with thefe difficulties. - 
Intended While the king of Scots, with the flower of his 
9gafn« nobility and fighting men, were abfent, Scotland 
Scotland feexncd to invite an invader, and prefent the Englifh 
pointed, with a favourable opportunity of recovering all 
their lofles. King Edward feems to have been 
difpofed to feize this opportunity ; for he came ta 
Newcaflle at the time appointed for the rendez- 
vous of the army. But the earl of Lancafter, with 
the barons of his party, and their followers, not 
appearing, the intended invafion never took effed '*. 
A4D.1317. The war which had continued fo long between 
^^'h?^^ England and Scotland, had prevented the Englifli 
pope to for many years from taking any part in the affairs 

nlSjCe ft 
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of the Holy Land; though Edward IL had at A.D.isif- 
fumed the crofs a little befi3re his father's death. p^a7e'be^ 
But the pope about this time projeiSing a new ^^^ 
croifade, refolved, if poffible^ to bring about a andScoc- 
pacification between the two Britifli kbgdoms^ fuccefsfuU 
that Edward might be at liberty to fulfil his vow* 
With this view he publilhed, by his own authority, 
a truce between them for two years, threatening 
thofe who did not obferve it with excommuni- 
cation " ; and fent over two cardinals to negotiate 
a peace. Thefe cardinals arriving in England in 
July, and having waited on Edward at Notting- 
hami, proceeded towards Scotland. But- Robert 
Bruce, being diifatisfied with the letters which they 
had fent to acquaint him of their coming, in which 
they gave him only the title of Governor of Scotland^ 
would not fufFer them to enter his kingdom, paid 
no regard to the truce which the pope had pub- 
liflied, and equally flighted the excommunication 
and iaterdift which followed ^* : a proof that this 
prince was poffefled of a fpirit fuperior to the 
wretched and flavifh fuperftition of the age in which 
he lived ! 

The diffenfions in England between the royal civil dlf- 
party and that of the earl of Lancafter, were again between 

revived, and raged at this time With the g^eateft ^^YLan. 
violence. The royalifts did not fcruple to accufe caiWan 
that earl of treafon, for not coming to the rendez- J^*"*^*' 
-yous at Newcaftle the former year, and for not 
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A<D.i3i^ attending two meetings of parKament this year^ 
^^^^"^""^ jljg qne ^t Clarendon, the other at Weftminfter j 
by which thefe 'meetings were rendered abortive ^* 
The earl excUfed himfelf, by alleging that* his 
enemies at court had formed defigns againft his 
life. Thefe political animofities were much in* 
flamed by a family quarrel, which broke out at 
this time between the earl of Lancafter and his 
lady, whofe caule was warmly efpoufed by the 
royal party. Alice counted of Lancafter, only 
child of Henry earl of Lincoln, had been the 
greatefl. heirds perhaps that ever was in England, 
and brought her hufband an immenfe acceffion 
' both of wealth and power ; but being diflfatisfied 

with his condud, ihe made an elopement on Mon* 
day, May g'j and was received and proteded by 
John de Warrame earl of Surrey, at his caftle of 
Riegatte'^ This, was furioufly refented .by the 
'earl of Lancafter, who flew to arms, and took 
feveral caftles belonging to the earl of Surrey, and 
fome belonging to the king ^^ But when a civil 
war was thus kindled, the two cardinals above 
mentioned, the earl of Pembroke, and fome other 
noblemen, i^terpofed i and, by their mediation, an 
accommodation was patched up, by which all dif- 
ferences were referred to a parliament, appomted 
to meet ^t Lincoln January 27, next year ^'. 
A.D.I 3 1 8. The earl of Lancafter keeping his forces' ftill on 
Mftriim ° ^"°^^» ^^' nieeting of parliament was put off from 
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time to time j 2md it did not aOwdly affembJe till ADrars, 
the month of July, at Northampton ^^ At tl^s 
meeting the e^l carried every point to his.mind. 
The faunous ordinances vere again confirmed, and 
.a ftanding council, of eight biihops, four earls, ai|d 
four barons, appointed, who were conftantly to at- 
tend the king by turns, four every quarter ; without 
whoie advice he was to perform no ad of govern* 
ment"**. 
As Robert Bruce owed his crown, and the JScots ^•■''•* 

' • ^ ' recovered , 

the recovery of their independency, to the diiicords by the 
and fadions in England, fo they ftill continued tQ ^^^** 
ms^e advantage of thefe difcords : for, on the sd of 
April this year, they recovered the important town 
and caille of Berwick, and pufhed their deftrudive 
incurfions into England, as far as Yorkfbire ^\ 

After the pacification of Northampton, the Eng- i^nTf^^^f 
Uih began to turn their eyes northward, and to Scotland 
think of putting a flop to the career of their ene^ fniftraud. 
mies* With this view a parliament was held at 
York in Oftober '*• While this parliament was 
fitting, Edward received the joyful news, that the 
Engliih, under the command of John lord Ber* 
mingham, had obtained a complete viftory over 
the Scots in Ireland, on the 14th Odober, near 
Pundalk ; and that Edward Bruce, with almoil all 

79 Rymer, vol. 3. p. 596. 71*. 
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f ^ ^ his followers, had fellen in the field of battle *'• He 
would gladly have taken advantage of this favour- 
able event, and invaded the Scots in their own 
country, before they had -recovered from their con- 
fternation occafioned by this great difafter. He 
even colleded fome forces for this invafion; but 
the barons declining to engage in this expedition at 
fo advanced a feafon of the year, he was obliged to 
• . lay afide the defign \ . 

Th E^''* Though Edward was very far from being a war- 
hih befiege Kke prince, his animolity againft the Scots was fo 
great, and his defire of revenging the dreadful de- 
feat of Bannockburn fo flrong, that as foon as any 
degree of tranquillity was reflored at home, he al- 
ways refumed his defigns againft Scotland. Hav- 
ing fpent the winter in the north, he held a parlia- 
ment at York in the fpring of this year ; in which 
an expedition againft Scotland was refolved upon. 
The barons and knights of fhires granted an eigh- 
teenth, the citizens and burgefTes a twelfth, and the 
clergy a tenth, to defray the expenccs of it ; and all 
the military vaflals of the crown were fummoned 
to appear at Newcaftle June i o \ As all parties 
were now, in appearance at ieaft, united, the troops 
which came to the rendezvous formed a very nu- 
merous army, which, marching from Newcaftle, 
invefted Berwick by land, September i, while a 
fleet from the cinque-ports blocked it up by fea 
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The Scots did jiQt attempt the relief of Berwick j A.p.i ji^. 
but formed a deiign of fm'prifing and c^txy'mg o$ The Scots 
the queen of England, who lived in great kcnvkj^ lljcornon 
With a flender guard, at a village near York* The into Siig- 
execution of this defign was condmitted to the, re* . * , 
nowned fir, James Douglas, with .a body of chofen 
troops, who marched into England with great fe- 
<:recy and expedition. But their> intendon being 
difcovered, the queen was. removed to a place > of 
fafety ; and the archbiihdp of York, coUeding tliie 
militia of the country, marched^out September 20, 
and attacked the Scots. The prelate, : and his 
undifciplined followers, wiere routed with great 
flaughter by Douglas and his hardy veterans ^^ 

In the mean time the royal army before Berwick lerwick 
made little progrefs in the fiege of that place ; "ifed. 
which was foon after railed, each party, throwing 
the blame of this mifcankge on the other "• Com- 
miilioners from England and Scotland met at 
Newcaftle December 6, and, on the 21ft of that 
month, concluded a truce between the two king- 
doms for two years \ Thus ended this unfortu- 
nate campaign, which funk the chara£ter of king 
Edward flill lower in the eyes of his fubjefts, and 
contributed to revive the rage of party, which had 
been .concealed, but not extinguifhed. 

Edward, after the conclufion of the truc« with A.D.ijici 
Scotland, fummoned a parliament to meet at York appofmed,* 

but did 

*' Walfing. p. lis. Mon. Malmf. p. 19%, 193, 194. ^* 
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ia Jandary ; but the etui of LaSftcaifter fef tilhig tpi 
attesnd, it broke up \Kthout doing any b^fil^tfg of 
importance •". 

Though it wa» not ufieotitniDn in thofe dmes for 
one king to hold territories of another by feudal 
tenure, nothnig could be more kicoirrenient. This, 
not only gave occafion to frequent difputes, but 
obliged the royal vafial to leave bis own kingdom, 
to attend the court of die fupcrior of tHcfc territo- 
ries, to fwear fealty, and perform his homage, at 
the acceffion of every new lord. Tbie kings of 
England ftill held the duchy of Guibnne, and the 
county of Poi&ou, of the kings of Trance ; and 
Philip the Long having Isttely mounted -fiiat throne, 
^be fummoned his royal vaffal of England to attend 
his court, and would admit of iio excufe. Edward 
findkig himfelf under a necei&ty of leaving his 
kingdom in its prefent unfettkd ftate, embarked 
for France on Juiie 19, and returned from thehoe 
on July 22 ^\ 

Soon after the king's return, a parliament was 
called, to meet at Weftttiinfter Odober 6, in w&ich 
feveral good laws were made, for reftoring the in- 
temal police of the kingdom, which had been 
much relaxed by the late difprders, and for vindi- 
cating the dominion of the crown of England over 
the narrow feas, which had been invaded by the 
Flemings ^\ But thefo^ falutary works of peace 
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* 

^ett fe<Ai fiiccMdefl Iff theb^rf^r^ ci dvil v^ sflfd a.d.is«>. 
devaiktbn. 

Bdwal^d, naturtilty iiicapibte of long apjrfieatiiMi A.D.1321. 
to fierious byjinefs, -foiid of p^^ and amufe^ racy^'^' 

mtel^ and addided eo the^attachments of private !S^'"'^ ^^^ 
frimdftip to a degree t^hitii is hardly credible, ^*" *"' 
had fdtne fiine ago fet his aiedkms eh a new fa*- 
vourile. This was Hn^ Spenfer, chamberlain 
<^ the houfUiold, a yoting gentleman of an andent 
iamily, aa atnple fortmie, and an amiable perfon '; 
t>ot ^jctreml^ly debauched, inftifferably infoknt, and 
inftttably totetous. Edward had married him to 
Eleanor,^ the eldeft fitter, and one of the three 
cdhdrefles, of the tate eari of Gloucefter ; whh 
whom he obtained almoft the whole county of 
Glamorgan, as her (hare of that great ihherkance^'. 
But ihis was fer from fatiating his unbopnd^d ava- 
rice : he ^ctoached on the fhares of his two (iilers- 
in4aw, and on various pretences invaded the 
rights and properties of almofl: every baron and 
gentkmab in the neighbourhood of his eftates. 
This behaviour foon rendered hhn the objeft of 
general terror and deteftation, and obliged all who 
either felt. or feared his Opprelfions to confpire his 
ruin, in order to prevent their own**. The earl 
of Hereford with many other lords in the marches 
of Wales, entering into a ccHifederacy in, the be- 
ginning of this year, raifed an army, and com- 
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A.D.ISS1* nutted dreadful ravages <m Spenfer's eftates in 
Glamorgaulhire, and other weftem counties* The 
confederates, to ftrengthen thdr party, and com- 
plete the ruin of their enemy, entered into aii af- 
fodation, on June 28, with the earl of Lancafter 
and his partifans ; and they all, to the number of 
about fifty, fubfcribed an inftrument, binding 
themfelves to purfue the two Spenfers, father and 
fon, till they had driven them out of the kingdom, 
or got them into their hands ^K The elder Spenfer, 
whofe name was ilfo Hugh, was a perfon refpe£)> 
able for his age and wifdom, and had long main- 
tained a fair and honourable charader; but, by 
(baring too largely in the fruits of his fon's favour 
with the king, he was involved in the fame odium, 
and ezpofed to the fame accuiatio^s with his fon ^. 
The confederates, who by the acceffion of the 
earl of Lancafter and his party, were become 
very power&l, advanced with their army towards 
London, deftroying the houfes and plundering the 
eftates of the elder Spenfer in their way. When 
they arrived at St. Alban's, they fent a meflage to 
the king, demanding the banifliment of the two 
Spenfers ; to which he returned this mild anfwer, 
that the elder Spenfer was beyond feas in his fervice, 
and the younger at fea guarding the cinque - 
ports ; and that they could not be legally baniflied 
without a trial* The confederates, fzr from being 
latisfied with this anfwer, advanced with their army, 

»' Walfing, p. 1 1 3. J. Trokelowe, p. 4S9 49. Tyrrel, ? oU 4. 
p. i8o« 96 r« de la More, p. 594. 
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and took po&lfion of London, whofe cidzew^*^*')*** 
generally favoured their caufe ^\ 

Edward was at this time holding a parliament ^^^^^^* 
at Weftminfter, which he had fummoned to meet nt|h«4. 
there July 1 5, to put an end to thefe difturbances 
in an amicable way. But che confederated lords, 
inftead of attending the parliament, to which they 
had been fummoned, held frequent confultations 
amongft themfelv^ in London ;- in which having 
drawn up a fentence of forfeiture and baniflimenf 
againfl: the two Spenfers, father and fon, they 
brought it down to Weftminfter-hall, accompa- 
nied with an armed force, and got it confirmed 
by parliament^. In the fame manner they ob- 
tained from the king in parliament, Auguft 19, 
a full pardon to themfelves a^d their followers, for 
all the treafons, murders, and felonies, which they 
had committed, from the ift of March to that 
day. After this, the confederated barons fepaiiated 
and returned home ^. 

Though Edward found himfelf under a necef- ^*'^"' 
iity of fubmitting in this manner to the imperious 
didlates of the confederated barons, he bore the 
yoke with much uneafinefs ; and an incident hap- 
pened foon after which greatly inflamed his re* 
fentment. The queen going to Canterbury to 
perform fome a£b of devotion, fent her marfhals 
to the caftle of Leeds, belonging to the lord £ad« 
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A.D.iitt. lefmere, to take «p her lodgifigs, and provide fi» 
her reception; but the lady Badlefmere refilled, 
firft^ the marlhalsy and afterwards the queen her* 
fetf in perfon, adnuffion into the caftle "^^ The 
haughty princes, enraged at this affront,, flew 
back to Londo^i; and excited the king to arenge 
the indignity which had been offered hen Edwand, 
who had many reafons to be offeiided with Bad* 
lefmere, haftily raifed jfbme troops, befieged the 
faille of Leeds, and obliged it to furrender on the 
laft day of Odober ; and, to ftrike terror into his 
enemies, he commanded the governor, and eleven 
inferior officers of the garrifon, to be hanged "^\ 

o?Edward '^^^ Spenfers, hearing of this fpirited and'fuc^ 
againft the cefstul exertion of the royal authority, adventured 
aroDt. ^^ return to England: their banifliment was de- 
clared illegal ; and they encouraged the king to 
purfue vigorous meafures, and to take vengeance 
on all his enemies '^. Many other powerful ba- 
rons, as the earls of Kent and Norfolk the king's 
younger brothers, Pembroke, Richmond, Arundel, 
Surrey, Athol, Angus, &c. diiliking the violent 
meafures of the confederates, and refenting the 
force which had been put upon them in the late 
parliament, repaired to the royal ftandard ; and 
Edward foon faw himfelf at the head of a very 
powerful army. That he might give his enemies 
no time to renew their confederacy and prepare for 
their defence, he marched with great expedition, 

too Walftng. p. I IS* J- Trokelowe, p. j*. 
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iibout the ouddle of December, towards die boidi^ A*&:ii4t. 
of Wales, The royal army met with little Oiffo* 
fiti^a in Its progrefs ; the caftles furrendered as foon 
as they were fummoii^d, and the barons, furprtfed 
and unpjfepared, other fled, or furrendered them* 
lekes, and were thi'owa into d^rent prifcm&i 
The earl of Hereford, alid fome others, wkh about 
three thonfand folbwers^ efcaped intQ the novth to 
join, the earl of Lancaft^ '**^ ^ 

As foooas the earl of LaoKaAerhad beard that AJ).i3ii. 
the 'king was ratfing an amvy, he began to prepare J'^f"^g^^'^ 
for his own defence. With this view, he had and taken 
called a meeting of his partifans in the north, at **" ^"*'^' 
Doncafter, a^tJi Novanber laft '°^. No longed 
<:oncealing his oonnedions with the kiiig of Scots, 
he fent John de Moubray and jRx>ger de Cliftbrd 
to that prinfce, who entered into a formal alliance 
with the confederates, engaging to fupport them 
with the whole power of his kingdom as foon as 
the truce expired. In oonfequence of this alli- 
ance, he fent a body of troops, under Thomas 
Randolf earl of Murray, and the lord James . 
Douglas^ two of his beft generals, into Northum- 
berland in the beginning of . this year ^K The 
earl oi Lancafter having coHefted his own nume* 
rous followers, being joined by the earl of Here*^ 
ford) and depending on a powerful aififtance from 
Scoftland, no longer defpaired of fuccefs, and 

'o^ KnyghtoDy col. 2540* Walfing. p. 116. Mon. Malmf. p. fti4« 
lo* Rymer, vol. |« p. 9^<9» 
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AAfSftt. marched with his anny to obftrud the paflage of 
the royalifts over the Trent at Burton. The king 
having attempted to force a paffage at this place 
in vain, for three days fucceffively, at length pafled 
at a ford a few miles higher ; and on 'March lo, 
the. two armies came within fight on the fame fide 
of the riven But the earl, either intimidated by 
the great numbers and refolute countenances of 
the royalifts, or thinking it imprudent to hazard a 
battle without his whole force, retired without 
fighting, and marched northward to meet the Scots, 
and fome other troops, who had not yet joined 
him. This was a fatal refolution ; for this retreat 
looking like a flight, difcouraged his followers, 
and made them defert in great numbers. On the 
1 6th March, when he came to Boroughbridge, he 
found an army on the other fide of the river, under 
the command of fir Simon Warde and fir Andrew 
de Harcla, ready to difpute the paffage. The earl 
of Hereford was killed in attempting to force the 
bridge ; and the earl of Lancafter being repulfed 
in endeavouring to pafs the river at a ford, re- ' 
turned into the town of Boroughbridge, aiid was 
there taken next morning (with about a hundred ' 
barons and knights, and a much greater number 
of gentlemen), and carried prifoner to York. In 
this manner, thefe formidable confederates, who a 
few months before were predominant, were now 
either killed, captivated, or difperfed 
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Edward, now triumphant over all his enemies, A.D.ijit. 
arrived at Pontefraft; and the earl of Lancafter ^]^^ 
being brought thither from York, was, after a Ihort owcuwd, 
trial, condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered ; but, by the king's- lenity, was appdnted to 
be beheaded ^^ On Monday, March 22, this 
once potent earl was carried out of Pontefrad, 
his own chief refidence, mounted on a lean horfe, 
without a bridle, in a fordid drefs, to a hill about 
a mile diftant, and there beheaded, with the fame 
circumftances of mean and favage infult which he 
had ufed towards Gavafton a few years before"^: 
a fate unworthy of his royal blood and princely 
fortunes, but not altogether unmerited by his 
fadious, turbulent, and rebellious difpoiition. 
About eighteen other barons and gentlemen of the 
party were executed, many efcaped beyond feas, 
and a great number were confined in different 
prifons '•'. ' Of the many great eftates which were 
forfeited on this occafion, fome few were beftowed 
on the earls of Pembroke, Richmond, and other 
barons, who had fupported the royal caufe; but 
the far greateft part of them was fwallowed up by / 
the blind abandoned avarice of the younger 
Spenfer'^ 

If Edward had been capable of making a right Edward** 
ufe of his prefent victory, by exercifing feverity to- JJfc*of hh 
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i\.p.i3it9. wank a kv^ of the moft ciimm^ and ds^gerous 
of the vanqpiflied party, Ihpwing mercy to ail the 
reft, and thereby gaining their afie^^^kni^, and 4i- 
yiding the fpoiU with aa equal znA j^ud^t hand 
amongft the loyal barony, he would bavt laid a 
{bUd foundation for tibjs fotun^ pea,ce and tratiqiul-» 
lity of his reign. 9ut, by furring bi$ rapaaioils 
favourite to feize almofl: the whole, he drove hi^ 
enemies to defpair, and left his friond^ ki dif« 
content. 

In a parliament which met at York on the %d 
May, fuch of the famous Qrdinai¥:€s (fo ftrenuoufly 
fupported by the Lanicaftnan party) as wcrre incon- 
fiil^nt with . the juft rights of the crown were re« 
pealed^ the lajte fentence againft the Spenfers de* 
dared illegal, aqd an e^pecUtbn againft Scotland 
refolved upon. The barons and knights of (hires 
granted a tenth^ the citizens and burgefles a iixth 
of their . moveable^, and the clergy five peiice in 
the mark of their annual revenues, to defray the 
expences of that expedition '"• 

The rendezvous of the army was appointed to 
be pn July 24, at NewcaiUe ; frpm whence they 
marched intp Scotland "^ The prudqnt Pruce 
did not think fit to hazard an engagement with the 
EngUfb) now united amongft themfelves, and 
flufhed with their late vi^ories ; but retiring before 
them, and earrying away all kinds of provifions, 
Edward and his army were foon reduced to great 
diftrefsy and obliged to return into jCngland 
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The ScoM, follonring the rear of &e retteat^g A.iXi3^<«« 
army, plundered the baggage, took the earl of ~!~'^^ 
Richmond and fome others prifoners, almoft fur^ 
prifed the king himfelf at Beland abbey, and car- 
ried their ravages to the gates of York '^. 

Andrew de Hercia, who had lately been ad- Andrew 
vanced to the .earldoin of Carlifle, and the go- exccu^il^ * 
Temment of the northern counties, for his good 
fcrvice in taking the earl of Lancafter, now entered 
ito fome fecret engagements with the king of 
rots of -a fufpicious nature, for which he was con-* 
demned and executed as a traitor "^ Thus ended 
this very bufy year, in the former part of which 
£dward haid been favoured with a Vjcry uncommon 
flow of fuccefs and profperity. 

Both the Briliih nations being at length tired of A.D.i$t3k 
this tedious and deftru&ive war, negotis^ns for a i^^^f ^e. 
long truce or peace were fct on foot about. the be- »^«n 
gmning of this year"^ After many meetings, andfsc"^ 
between the EngUfli and Scotch commiiHoners, at ^^^- 
Newcaftle and other places, a truce was concluded 
on March 30, 1323, to continue for thirteen years, 
by which Robert Bruce, though not diredly ac<^ 
knowledged kmg of Scotland, was left in full pof« 
^fion of that kingdom "% Some endeavours tirere 
' foon after ufed to change this truce into a perpetual 
peace j but without effcft "'« 

XI4 Walfing. p. Z17. J. Trokelowc, p. 6i(, 64. MureiDof. p.f. 

'^^ Ryrtier, vol. 3. p. 973^ t^to. WalHog. p. iiS« Kymer^ vol. 3^* 
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Kfi^Iand bdng now at peace wkfa ^11 her Aqgh- 
bou^d) zAd trithin. htfrfelff Edwjurd aiMl his &-> 
T6ttrit€ fldtter6d themfehrcs^ that they had ovcf- 
cdnfe aU difficulties. But lhi& was only. a decdt-' 
ful calm; and a difcerning ey€ might have ob« 
ferved feveral figns of an approaching ftorm. The 
Spenfers, though wallowing in Wealth, and bafk« 
. ing in the funfiiine of royal fatour, could hardl]^ 
srppear in any place, without meeting with fome 
indication of the public hatred« A band of do* 
^radbes, under the coaduSt of one Hobat LeweT, 
i^vaged the eftates of Hugh^ the father, lately 
created earl of Winchefter, and even attempted to 
fei^e his perfon. Several plots \trere formed to fur-» 
prize the royal cafUes, where the itate prifoners of 
the Lancaitrian party were confined in order to 
fet them ^t liberty ; and the famous Roger Mor- 
tiifier of Wigmore, one of the moH daring and 
dangerous of that party, made his efcape out of 
the tower of London, and got fafe to France "^ 

Philip the Long, king of France, having died 
in January 13212, was fucceeded by his brother 
Edward to charfcs the Fair, who, accordkig to cuftom, fum- 
- ' ' moned the king of England to come and perform 
his homage for his French dominions. Edward', 
ikot having complied with this fummons, received 
one more peremptory in Auguil this year, in all the 
neceflary forms of law, requiring him to appear at 
Amiens on July i, 1324, at furtheft. Some dif- 
putes which had lately arifen in Guienne, rendered 

"5 Kymelr, vol, 4. p. ad. Knyghtoo. M. Weft. Contin. T. dc 
la Mofei p. 196* Walfi^ng. p. x2o< Mon* Malmf. p. 2149 &<^* 
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this afiair more ferious^ and made the king: of A^t>.t32 3. 
France infift the more pofitively cm Edward's per- *~^'^^ 
ifortning his homage in perfon ""*. 

While the day appointecT fbr performlflg ffecf A'.D*ifi44 
homage was at a diftance, Edward and his fa- ^^s^f^t* 
vourite enjoyed themfelves- in great traiiquillity ; to France* 
but when it drew near, they became rnieafy. A 
parliament was held at Weftminfter in the begitt- 
ning of Lent, which being confulted on the expe- 
diency of the king's journey into France, advHed 
to fend an honourable embafly to endeavour ta ' 
procure a delay. In c6nfeqUence of this advice, 
the earl of Kent, artd the archbifhop of Dublin, 
were fent ambaffadors^ td the court of France *". 
The ambaffadors were hoiidurably entertained, but 
had no fuccefs in their negotiations. In the mean 
time the difputes in 6uienn« had been fucceeded 
by hoflilities, which were pufhed with fpirit and 
fuccefs by the French ; and Edward began to make 
fome preparations in England for an expedition 
into that country, for the defence of his territories* 
When things were come to this crifis, a private 
intimation was given to the Englifb ambaiiadors, 
that if the queen of England would come over, 
flie would prove the moft fuccefsful mediatrix^ 
and procure an accommodation on the moft fa- 
vcmrable terms. The bi(hop of Winchefter then 
at Paris, took a journey to communicate this i 

propofal to the court of England ^\ 

"• Rymeri vol. 4* p. 74. 9S. **' Walfing. p.^i^o, 1*1. 
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A.D.1SS5. Edward^ glad of any expedient to avoid a war, 
.Qneen ^nd fufpe£ting no danger in this meafure, com- 
fenuo* plied with it, and fent the queen to vifit Her 
France* brother the king of France, and negotiate 'an ac- 
commodation between two princes to whom fhe 
was fo nearly related '*^ The firft negotiations of 
this royal* ambafladrefg were attended with all the 
fuccefs which could have been exped:ed from 
them. She, foon after her arrival, concluded a 
truce; and, on May 31, a defimdve treaty of 
peace "\ By this treaty, the difputed duchy of 
Guienne was to be put into the hands of the king of 
France, who engaged to reftore it to Edward as 
foon as he had done homage for it in perfon ; and 
it was flipulated, that this ceremony fliould be per- 
formed at Beauyais, on the :29th Auguft. Though 
fome of the terms of this treaty were not perfeftly 
agreeable to Edward, yet, rather than lofe Guienne, 
or engage in a war, he confirmed it "^ 
Spenfer Hugh Spenfcr, the king's^ favourite, was now in 

thTki^nVf ^ ^^^ terrible dilemma. His averfion to this 
voyage to vQyage to France had been the real caufe of all the 
king's delays ; and he had ftrong reafons for this 
averfion. On the one hand, he was no ftranger to 
the fecret enmity of queen Ifabella againll; him; 
and therefore durft not accompany his mafter to 
the court of France, where (he might have oppor- 
tunities of executing her vengeance. On the other 
hand, if he ftsud behind, he was afaid of falling 

»*l Adam Maremuth, p. 63. •»♦ Rymer, vol. 4. p. 153—156. 
■^5 IJ. ibid. p. 156* . 

a yiGdm 



Ch-.i. ^3- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 16$ 

a vidim to the public hatred, when no longto pto* AJ}.\%%5^ 
te£|ted by the prefence of his fovereign '**. For 
thefe reafons, ^penfer' had always oppofed this 
voyage with the greateft violence. But a parlia* 
ment, which met at London on June 25^ having ' 
advifed the king to execute the treaty, be feemed 
^ at length determined, and aAually began- his 
journey. He did not long perfift in this refolu* 
tion, fo difagreeable to his favourite i for, when 
he arrived at the abbey of Langedon, near Dover, 
he fell fick, or pretended ficknefs, and fent to 
France to obtain a ihort delay ^^\ 

When Edward s^d his fitvourite were in this Eciward 
perplexity, a new and une:q>e£led overture came bis foreign 
from the court of France, that, if the king of *'*^^"j?"* 
England would beftow his French dominions on andfemu 
his fon Edward prince of Wales, the king of France. ' 
France would accept of the homage of that prince, 
and grant him the inveftiture of thefe territories. 
This propofal, by the perfuafion of Spenfer, was 
eagerly embraced by Edward; and executed witl^ 
a rapidity which is hardly credible. The king 
conveyed all his French domini6ns to his fon 
prince Edward, at Dover, on September 10; the 
prince failed from that port on the 12th, and did « 

his homage to the king of France, at Beauvais, / 
on the 14th of the fame month ^^. But the un-^ 
happy king Edward had foon reafon to repent of 
this precipitation. 

■*® Mon. Malmf. p. %i%» «»7 Rymer, rol. 4. p. 163, 
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ff the ^rk defigns vfhkh now began to be dif- 
clofed were really formed before the queen left 
England, and tliofe fficcei&ve overtures from the 
court of Fnmce were in confequence of them, it. 
muft be confefled, that never any plot was laid 
with deeper policy, or executed with greater art ; 
and a much wifcr prince than Edward might have 
^Uen into the ihare. However this may be, it 
now 2g)peared, that queen Ifabelia had far other 
tods in view than making peace between her 
brother and her hiriband : for, when that was ac- 
compliflied, and flie was invited to return home, 
flie plainly declared, fhe n^er would return till 
Hugh Spenfer was banilhed from the court and 
kingdom ***. 

This declaration was like a clip of thunder to 
Edward and his favourite ; and their confternation 
v'ithl^or- XV2S foon after much inCTeafed by the intelligence 
brought them by 'the bifliop of Exeter from the 
court of France. That wife and loyal prelate, who 
had beenfent by Edward as guardian and cbun- 
felloT to the prhice of Wales^ havmg obferved, 
that the queen of England was continually fur- 
Vounded with the fugitives and exiles of the Lan^ 
c^ftrian faftion, and having even difcovered the 
infamous and criminal nature of her connexions 
with Roger Mortimer, who had lately made his 
efcape -qut of the tower of London, be haftened 
home in difguife to inform his injured matter of 
jhefe difcoveries 
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Ed5Kajrd» greatly jjJiarmed^ both as ?i king aod A-^»m- 
hulbajod, wfoti^y in the moft eanxeft mamier, to the Edward^s 
queen and prince to return hooxe, and to the king *^^*r *;^ 
of France to fepd then^ back* He cjiUed a queen and 
CQuiicil of his prjelat^ and nobility to n;e:et ^t ^^* 
Weftounfte^, JSfov.ember jo, for their advipe; and 
all the bUhops agreed to write, in the ftrongeft 
term^9 ito the queei>. to return with the prince her 
fon'^'. But aU thefe importunities w«re to ilo 
purppfe* The cruel and perfidious Ifabel, who 
had already injured JSdward in his bed, had forn^ 
ed a plot tP deprive him of his crown, perhaps of 
his lifi?;. ' 

Thoygh the king of France had npt the virtue A.D.i3i6. 
and gwerofity to cruih thofe plots which were gj?"^*^ , 
forming in his court againit his unhappy brothef- contraaed 
in-law, he did not think fit openly to countenanee '^ ©f hoF. 
and fupport them* This obliged IfabeJ and her land, 
accomplices to feek the protedioa of fpme pther 
prince, to enable them to execute theif defign^. 
Edward was on friendly terins with the fovereigns 
of Spain, Portugal, and Flanders, which prevent- 
ed the confpirators froni applying to any of thefe 
powers, and . obliged them to have recourfe to 
William count of Hainault and Holland. A ne- 
gotiation was commenced, and in a little time 
concluded wth that prince^ who engaged to fur- 
niih die queen with a fmall fleet and fo^^ie troops, 
to enable her to make a defcent upon England i in 



>3i Rymer, vol.4, p* i&o, iSf, i8i. T. de la More, p. s^f • 
Adam ^!lureroatby p. 6j. Mon. Malmf.' p. 1411 143* 

M 4 return 



5« HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BooklV. 

A*P'i$*<* return for which favour, a marriage was contraded, 
between the prince of Wales and Philippa, the 
count's fecond daughter ^*. 
^"la '* Edward was not ignorant of thcfe preparations 
tioni. which were making for an invafion of his king^ 
dbm, and of the correfpondence which was carried 
oil between the confpirators abroad and the male* 
contents at home ; and did what he could to fecure 
himfelf, both againft his fordgn and domeilic ene- 
mies. Orders were fent to all the fea-ports, to 
fearch all paflengers for letters, and to the fheriffs 
to icize all fufpefted perfons*". The warden of 
the cinque-ports, and the admirals of the north and 
fouth, were ordered to have their fleets ready to 
oppofe a defcdit'^. AH the military tenants of 
the crown were commanded, by proclamation, 
February 8, to have their followers in readinefs ; 
and foon after the prelate^ received a like com- 
mamdp Orders were alfo iflued to apprehend the 
emiflaries of the queen and prince, and the 
Ipreaders of falfe reports againft the king ^^K But 
all thefe royal mandates were very ill obeyed^ and 
in many places entirely flighted. , 
The queea The queeu and her accomplices having fperit 
Pogiaod. the fununer in making preparations for their in- 
tended expedition, embarked on board a fmall fleet 
at the Port of Dort in Holland ; and, after a ftormy 
paff;8ige, ^rived September 24, at Orewell haven^ 

'>* T. de la More, p. 59s. 'H Rymer^ vol. 4. p. 183. 
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near Walton, in Suffolk ''^^ Befidea the queen and A.D.isig. 
prince, there came over in this fleet the earl of ~*~''^*^' 
.Kent, who had been betrayed into this confpiracy 
againft his king and brother, Roger de Mortimer, 
the great njoyjer of this enterprife, with 2757 men 
at arms, commanded by John de Beaumont, bro« 
ther to the count of Hainault '^'. A fmiall force 
to invade fo great a kingdom, and dethrone fo 
^eat a king i But they brought with them a whok 
army of political lies; which did incredible exe- 
cutioQ, rendered the unhappy Edward odious and 
contemptible in the eyes of his fubje&s, and mad^ 
the deluded people look on the perfidious Ifabel 
and tlie profligate Mortimer as the molt illuftrious 
patriots and deliverers of their country,^ 

The queen, foon after her landing, publiflied an The oueen 
artful manifefto, declaring. That, fhe intended no ^J!^t^'^ 
harm to any but the Spenfei^, and their creatures:; ?".^ *J 
that the fole defign of her expedition was, to eafe mlny. ^ 
the people of their burdens, to reform the difor« • 
ders of the government, and improve the liberties 
of the church ^'. In a little time flie w^ joined 
by the earls of Norfolk, Leicefter, Pembroke, and 
other barons; and by the bifliops of Norwich, 
Hereford, Ely, and Lincoln, with their followers, 
who compofed a numerous and powerful army; 
with which ihe advanced in purfuit of the king '^^ 
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Edward was at Londdn w}»ea he rpcdvcd tbe 
news of die queeo's Iwdiuag ; ko^ whea^ce he i£- 
fued a procUiQatioOy S(aptember 26^ commaodiog 
all his fuhje£l8 to make war upon and deflroy thefe 
invaders, except the qweHs prince, and earl of 
Kent; and pid)l]ih6d a rewai4 of 1000 L for this 
bead of Mortimer ^« Having atteoipted in va^ 
to arm tbe citizens of London m his caufe, he left 
th^Et city, acc(Ma:q>anied by tb^ two Sp^iisrs, 
chancellor Baldock, and a Sender xetinuey dtre&« 
ing his march towards BriAol, where he hoped lo 
raife an army to oppcJe bis floeqaies ^, 

As foon as the king left London, the soob of 
that place aflembkd in great multitudes, and pro- 
ceeded to the moft outrageoiis zQs of vJoklK^, 
plundering and murdering all whom they fuipe6ted 
of having any connedioa with the Spenfers, or 
attachment to the king. Amongft others, they 
feized the bifhop of Exeter, dragged hira to tbe 
crofs in Cheapiide, cut off his head, and threw his 
body into tbe river ^\ 

In the tiiean time the wretched king, abandoned 
almoft by aH the worid, and clolely purfiied by a 
detachment of the queoi's army, dwft not ftay in 
Briflol ; but leaving that city under the comn^md 
of the rider SpedTer, be pafled over into Wales, r in 
hopes of finding more loyaky among the ancient 
Britons ^\ 
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Briftol was immediately befieged, and in a few a.d.i3i«« 
days furrendered; by which Hugh Spenfer, the griftoi 
father, earl of Winchefter, fell ittto 'the hands ^«*- 
of his enemies ; and the qileen, wkh her whole 
army, coming to Briftol on Oftober 26, this ve- 
nerable nobleman, in the Tiinetieth year of his age, 
^as, the day after, without any formal trial, 
flanged upon a gibbet, and his body ctit in pieces, 
smd thrown to tfce dogs ^. So much had crril 
rage hardened the hearts, and inflatned the paf- 
fions, of the humane and geneious Englifh! 

At the fame time and place Edward prince of ^^ynee ©f 

^ * Wales 

Wales was declared regent of the kingdom by the proclaim - 
prelates and barons in the queen's army; which *^"S««^ 
foon after marched to Hereford, where it continued 
about a montb ^*. Here the earl of Arundel 'was 
condemned and executed as a traitor, though his 
chief crime feems to have been his having <xm- 
traded an alliance with the Spcnfers, by marry- 
ing his eldeft fen to a dau^ter of Hugh the 
younger ^. 

The king, after his departure from Briftol, Edward 
having made an unfuccefsful attempt to raife an Spenfer 
army in Wales, «nibarked ibr Irehtid^ in hopes of **^^"'*^* 
finding there fome refuge from the purfuit of hi^ 
enemies; Bot after beating about for feveral days 
in the Severn fea, contending with contrary winds 
^uid ftormy weather, he relaaded near Swaiifea, 

»44 Leland*^ Colleflanea, vol. 1. p. 673. Walfingham, p. izf. 
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A.D.i}t6« and concealed himfelf, xvHh a few followers, in the 
monaftery of Neath "^^ Hi$ retreat was foOa 
difcovered ; and he fell into the hands of Henry 
earl of Lancafter on November 16, who ccmduded 
him, firft to Monmouth, from whence he was re^ 
moved to Kenelworth cattle'^. With the king 
was take;n his chancellor Robert Baldock, and, in 
a neighbouring wood, his moft obnoxious and 
hated favourite Hugh Spenfer. This lafl: was con- 
duced to Hereford, where the queen and prince 
lay with their anny ; and on November 24, he was 
• ' there hanged on a gibbet fifty feet high : his head 

was fent as an agreeable prefent to the citizens of 
London, who fet it with great triumph upon the 
bridge'^. Baldock, being a pried, efcaped im- 
mediate execution; but foon after died in great 
nvfery, in the prifon of Newgate, of the feverc 
ufage which he there received '*°. 
State of England was at this time a fcene of great con- 

^ * fulion: government was diflfolved, the courts of 
juftice Ihut, and lawlefs violence every where 
reigned. The mob of London, and of other 
cities, who were callfed the riflers^ plundered and 
murdered whom they, pleafed, without con- 
troul ''\ 
A.i>.i3»7- The queen and Mortimer, by whofe direftion 
ii.'dcpof. ' all aiFairs were conduced, now began to difcover 
**** another part of their plotj which' was, ^to depofc 
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the king, whom they had got into their hands, A>P.iy^ 
and place the prince of Wales upon the throne,, 
who being but fourteen years of age, was entirely 
under their management* With this view, they 
called a parliament, in the name of the prince, as 
guardian of the kingdom, to meet at Weftminfter 
January 7. As foon as the parliament met, which 
confifted entirely of the accomplices and favourers 
of the queen, the depofition of the king, and the 
elevation of the prince of Wales to the throne, were 
brought upon the carpet. But thefe queftions 
were far from beiiig debated with that calmnefs 
which their importance required: the houfe was 
every day furrounded by the London mob, and 
every thing conduced with clamour and violence. 
At- length, on Tuefday the 13th January, the prince 
was feated on the throne ; and a charge, digefted 
into fix articles, exhibited againft the king; for 
which he was depofed from his royal dignity, and 
the prince proclaimed king in his ftead"**. The 
articles of this charge, confidering by whom it 
was brought, were not of fo high a nature as might 
have been expeSed, confifting of alleged incapacity 
for government ; negligence ; fpending his time in 
trifling amufements ; violating fome of the immu- 
nities of the church ; banifhing, difinheriting, and 
putting to death many noblemen, meaning thofe of 
the^^Lancaftrian faftion '". On this general charge, 
without any proof, or any opportunity of anfwering 

f'* AngHt Sacra, vol. r. p. 367. Walfing. p| xt6. Ypodig^a 
Ncuftria;, p. 50S. >53 KnygbtOD, p. 3765. W«(fing. p. 137^ 

for 
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A.D.Tur* for himfelf, was this unhappy prince diyefted of 

his crown. 
Comtnif- When the news of the king's depofition was 
fenttothe brought to his cruel and perfidious queen, (he 
king/ counterfeited the ihoft violent and inconfolable 
grief, fhedding a flood of tears, and even falling 
into fits ; and the prince (probably with more fin- 
cerity) declared, that he never would accept of the 
crown in his father's lifetime without his confent^ 
To remove thefe fcruples of the prince, and render 
this whole tranfa£lion \he more plaufible, the par- 
liament appointed a deputation of their number to 
attend upon the king at Kenelworth, to intimate 
to him the fentence of his depofition, and procure 
his confent '^\ The bifibops of Hereford and 
Lincoln, two of this deputation, and the king's 
mod inveterate enemies, were firft fent into his 
prefence; and having, by threats and promifes, 
brought him to a feigned fubmiflion, the other 
parliamentary commiflioners were introduced. As 
foon as the wretched Edward beheld them, he 
funk down to the fioor in a fwoon, from whence . 
being recovered, the deputies performed their 
office ; to which the king replied. That he was in 
their power, and fubmittcd to their will '". Judge 
TrulTel, who attended the commiflioners, in a 
formal manner, in name of the prelates, earls, ba«* 
rons, and people of England, as their procurator^ 

renounced all homage, fealty, and obedience to 

> 

»54 Walfinf , p* itS. T, dc k Mor^ p. 6oo* 
'^5 Knyghtoi)^ p. 1550. 

Edward} 
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Editard'^; suod then fir Thomas BJbunt^ hlgb A.D.t^y. 
ftewatd^ breakii^g bis ftaff, and declaring all the *~^'^*~' 
king's officers difcharged from their fervice, this 
uncomnion ceremony ended, and ^vith it the un- , 
profp^ous reign of Edward II. on January 20, 1 327, 
after it had continued nineteen years, fix months, 
and fifteen days. 

That we may not have occafion to refume this 'K^^^"^ 
mournful fubjed, we fhall attend the degraded pofedking« 
monarch to his grave, referring the other public 
tranfadions of this year to the fucceeding reign^ 
to which they . moft properly belcHig. Edward, 
after his depofition, wis for fome time committed 
to the cuftody of his- coufin Henry earl of Lan<« 
cafter, who treated him with great tendemefs and 
humanity* • B^t this vi^s by no means agreeable 
to the, diffyofiiions and d^figns of the queen and 
Mortimer, who therefore took him out of the 
bands of that npbleman, April 3, and put him into 
the quflody of Thomas lord Berkeley, John de 
Mautravers, wd fir Thomas Goumay, who were 
to keep him, each a month, by turns '^^ Even 
thefe new keq>ers were not equally favage, the 
lord Berkeley treating him with much more hu- 
manity than the other two, who probably defigned 
to break his heart by their hard ufagc'*'. They 
hurried him from caftle to caflle in the night-time, 
thinly clothed, and without any covering to his 

>s6 Knyghton, p. 2550, Mon. Malmf. p. 244. 
>S7 T. de la More, p. 600. Walling, p. 127. 
■J* T. dc la More, p. 603. Walfing. p. i«7. 

head. ' 



A.D.T327. Ijead'*'. Mautravcrs ^onc day commanding hurt 
'^*^'''"*^ to be ftavcd with cold and dirty water, the fallen 
monarch was fo much a£Fe£bd with this indignity, 
that he burfl into tears, which bedewing his face^ 
he faid, with a fmile, of grief, ** S^, I have pro- 
** vided clean and warm t^atcf, whether you will 
" or not '^r 
k^^'^^Rd^ While this wretched prince was fuffcrbg thcfc 
iKira* and many other infults from the hands of his cruel 
keepers, a great change was gradually tttorkiag in 
the fentiments of his late filbjed» in his; JBivour. 
The people of England bad been witughlf up into 
the moft violent rage agamft the M^eak, mifguided 
Edward, as a cruel and execrable tyrant, and inta 
the higheft admiration of the queen and Mortimer, 
as angels fent from heaven for tbdr deliverknce< 
But when the true chara&ers of thefe laft, and the 
criminal nature of their union, came to be better 
known, the people began to open their eyes, to 
fee they had been deluded, and to pity the foflfer-' 
ings of their wretched fovereign. In confequ^nce of 
this, feveral fchemes were formed by the people of 
Bridol, the Dominican friars, and others, for fetting. 
Edward at liberty **'. But thefe fchemes ferved only 
to 'haflen the cruel fate of this unhappy princeir 
For the queen and Mortimer, not thinking them- 
felves fafe while he was alive, fent orders to theTr 
tools, Goumay and Mautraven, to difpatch him 
immediately. l*hefe well-chofen inftruments of 

«<» T. d« U More, p, 600. '*<> Anonymi Hift. p. 838. 

^' Lthn4» Col, foF. v p«475» 476. Walfini;, p« ii/. 
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cruelty obeyed this command; and felling the op- A.D.1317, 

portunity when the king was at Bcrkeley-caftle, and 

the lord Berkeley confined at Bradley by" ficknefs, 

they threw the king upon a bed, and thruft a red 

hot iron through a horn into his fundament, which 

made him fill the whole caftle with his ftiriekSj 

and foon put an end to his life by the moft exqui- 

fite torments '**. Thus perifhed Edward of Cair- 

narvon,. on the 21ft September 1327, in the forty* 

third year of his age. 

Edward II. is faid. to have borne a great refem- cimaaer 
blance to his illuftrious father in the ftature> n. ^^^ 
ftrength, and beauty of his perfon ; but unhappily 
the refemblance was not fo great in the qualities 
of the mind. Though not remarkably deficient 
in perfonal courage, he had no talents for war^ 
nor was he better qualified for the condufl: of poli- 
tical intrigues, being paffionate, talkative, and ir- 
refolute. He was guilty of many follies, but of 
few- vices ; and fpent his time rather in a frivolous 
than ih a criminal manner. But the moil ftriking 
feature i^ this princess charafter, was his un- 
bounded and inviolable attachment to his two. fuc- 
ceiSve favoi^rites, Gavafton and Spenfer. This 
was the real caufe of all the calamities of his reigu^ 
the miferies of his life, and the violence of his death. 
For thefe unworthy favourites, by their imprudence, 
infolence, ambition, and avarice, excited univerfal 
hatred and indignation, and brought ruin upon 
themfelvr;: and their too indulgent mailer. 

«*» T. dc la Marc, p. 603. Walfiug. p. la/. 
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A.D.I3*?. Edward had, by his queen, Ifabel of France, two 
Chiicullr' fons and two daughters, viz. Edward his eldeft 
of Edward fon and .Aicceffor, bom at Windfor, 13th No- 
vember 131 2; John, his youngeft fon, born at 
Eltham, ift Auguft 13 16, died at Perth, unmar- 
iried, in 1334; his eldeft daughter, Jane, born in 
the tower of London, and married to David Bruce 
king of Scotland; and Eleanor, bom at Wood- 
ftpke, and married to the duke of Guilders. 

Htftory of Ahh the moft important events in the hiftory of 
Seotiaiid. Scotland, from ^the acceffion of Edward II. to the 
long truce A. D- 1323, are interwoven with that 
of England, and have been related. The fliort 
interval between that and the time of his death 
'was employed by the illuftrious king Robert 
Bruce, in regulating the internal police of bis 
kingdom, and fecuring the fucceflion of his crown 
to his only fon David, then an infant ; and foiling 
lum, to Robert Stewart, the only fon of his 
daughter the princefs Marjory ^^K 

<6| Fordun, I. 13. c. 19. 
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The chit and military hijlorf of Britain j frm th 
accejjkn of Edward IIL ^4fb January A; D» 
^Z'^l'i to the accejjion of Richard IL 21/? Jum 
A. D. 1377. ' 

nPHE reign of Edward III. may be faid to A.D.ist7. 
-*^ hare commenced on 24th January 1327, Acceffion 
as on that day his peace was proclaimed in Lbn- of Edward 
don, which in thofe times was the firft a^t of royalty * ' 
in each reign \ He was crowned in Weftminftcr 
abbey, on lit February, by the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury *. 

The parUament which had depofed Edward II. Regwcy 
was dill fitting, and appointed a council of re- byparKa- 
gency, confiding of the archbifhops of Canterbury "**'*^' 
and York ; the bifhops of Winchefter, Worcefter, 
and Herefoird ; the earls of' Lancafter, Norfolk, 
Kent, and Surry; the lords Percy, Wake, Ing- 
ham, and Rofs. The earl of Lancafter was de- 
clared chief of this council, and guardian of the 
young king's perfon, who was little more than 
fourteen years of age. But notwithftanding this 
appointment of a regency, the king and all his 
authority were in the hands of the queen and 
Mortimer ^ The fame parliament reverfed the 

> Rymer, toK 4. p. «43--**45* 

* Id« ibid, p, 244./ Walling, p* ia6. 

3 Heming. t. a* p. 170* Le}and*t QoUeftan* T0I. %• p. 476. 
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A-D.ija/. attainders which had been paffed fome years be- 
fore againft the late earl of Lancafter and his ad- 
herents % confifcated the eftates of the Spenfers 
and their creatures ; granted the fum of 2o,oooL 
. to the queen to pay her debts, and afEgned her a 
jointure of 2o,oooL a year ; an immenfe fum in 
thofe ""times. The queen and her favourite appro- 
priated to themfelves the far greateft part of the 
prodigious treafures and eftates of the Spenfers, 
and were very foon as much and as univerfally 
hated as their former proprietors. 
The citi- -^s ^^^ citizens of London had contributed fo 
sens of much to bring about the late revolution, they 
pardoned. Were rewarded with a pardon of all the afts of vio- 
lence which they had committed, and with a new 
charter containing many ample privileges ^ A 
• peace was concluded with France, which put an 
end to the war in Guienne> which had been made 
an engine to ruin the late unhappy king *. 
invaflon of It is highly probable, that the internal tranquil- 
England jj^y q£ ^]^g ^^^ govcmment would not have been 

Scots. of long continuance, if the attention of all parties 
had not been engaged by a threatened invafion from 
a foreign enemy. Though the truce between 
England and Scotland was not yet expired, Robert 
Bruce, thinking it^ diflblved by the depofition of 
the king with whom it had been made, and look- 
ing upon this as a favourable opportunity of mak- 

♦ Rymer, vol. 4. p, 158, 259, 

5 Rymeri Feed. t. 4. p. 145. 457, 258. 

^ Ryrocr, vol. 4. p. 264— 166« i8o« 
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ing fuch an impreffion upon England as would A.D.i3ft7- 
procure him an honourable peace, raifed an army, *~^'"*~ 
and prepared for an invafion ^. 

The Englifli adminiftration, after attempting in, ^«P«<y- 
vain to bring about an accommodation, likewife Edward 

TTT ■ i> 

prepared for war, and raifed a gallant army of fixty, J^^^Ij,'" ^^ 
fome fay one hundred thoufand men, at the head 
of which appeared the young king, full of martial 
ardour. The march of this army was retarded 
fome time at York, by an unfortunate quarrel 
which happened there between the Engliih archers 
and the foreign troops under John de Hainault, 
in which feveral perfons were flain on both fides '. 
This quarrel being at laft compofed, the army 
marched northward loth July, and arriving at 
Durham on the 1 3th, received intelligence that an 
army of Scots had paffed the Tyne, and com- 
mitted dreadful ravages all over the country. Ed- 
ward having refted and refrefhed his army at 
Durham a few days, fet out, July 18, in queft 
of thofe deftroyers. But though he fometimes 
difcovered where they were, by the fmoke of 
burning villages, and other marks of defolation, 
he could not overtake, or bring them to an en- 
gagement. The Scotch army, commanded by 
the two illuftrious chiefs, Randolf earl qf Murray 
and lord James Douglas, confifted of about twenty 
thoufand men, unincumbered with baggage, 
and all mounted, four thoufand of them on 

I 

7 Froiflart, I. i. c. i6. 

^ Id. ibid. c. 17. Leiand Collect, v. ». p. 475. Walfing. p. is7. 
KnyghtoDy col. 2j5i« 
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A.D.1317. g^od horfes, the reft on little galloways, whicU 
enabled then^ to elude the purfuit of a much 
jnore powerful enemy ^ 
Edward Edward, after fpendijig fome days in this fruit- 

▼oun'to ^^^ chace, marched northward, paffed the Tyne, 
find and ^nd ported his aripy in the route by which he 
Scptt. expefted the Scots would return into their owu 
country "^ But after fpending a week in thi^ 
pofition, in great want of provifion5, without hear* 
ing any thing of the enemy, he repaffed the river. 
He wa§ pow fo much at a lofs for intelligence, 
that he promifed a penfion of i ooL a year to him 
who fhould bring the jirft account of the fituatiopi 
of the Scotch army". The hopes of this re^ 
V^d feot many adventurers in fearch of the Scots ; 
zjxd one Thomas Rokelby having difcovered them^ 
brought intelligence that ^they were eneamped, at 
np great ,diftai\ce, on the fouth banks of the river 
Were. Edward marched in great hafte towards 
t]^i^ enemy, determined to give them battle that 
very day; but, on his arrival, found, to his iu- 
G^preiUbl^ vexation, that they had chofen their 
g|round fo i^^ell, that it was dangerous to attack 
tHem« Impatient for an engagement, he fent a 
dh^llenge to the Scotch cooixnanders to march out 
^d decide. the quarrel qi a £sdr and open field. The 
fiery X>ougla& would perhaps have fallen into this 
fiiare, if he had not been reftr<^ned by the cooler 

» Froiflart, 1. 1. c. iS. « Id, ibid. c. 19. 

** Ryiner. vpl. 4. p.. 31ft. Froiflarty I. 4. c. 19. 
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counfels of his colleague, Randolph, who relied/ A^fhtUf. 
that he paid no regard to the defires of an enemy "• *"^'^*^ 

The Scots, not thinking themfelves perfdftly D^ugiat 
fafe in their prefent fituati6n, marched in great J"fJJJ.'*"f^ 
filence, in the night-dme, fome miles fiurther up Edward. 
the river, and took polieffion of a more advan* 
tageous camp j and the Englifh army following 
them the next day, encamped on the oppofite 
bank^^ While the two armies lay here facing 
one another, the lord Douglas formed the bold, 
defign of furprifing the king of England in the* 
midft of his army. With this vi^w, having by 
fome means got die word, he entered the Engliih 
camp about midnight, Augufl: 4, attended by 
two hundred of his moft daring followers, and 
advanced near the royal tent without difcovery; 
but when he was on the point of feizing his prey, 
the ^larm being given, and fome of the ^ng'^ 
guards makkig a defperate refiftance, he efcaped 
in the dark to ai place of fafety ; and Douglas^ 
liaving killed about three hundred of the enemy, 
returned to his friends with little lofs*^* The 

Scots, after this difappointment, refolved.oaa i^e^ 
treat, vrtddi they effeded on Auguft 6. By de^ 
camping filently in the nitght, and marching with 
great expedidon, they got the ftart of the EngUfli 
army fo far, that it was thought in vain to purfue 
them'^ Edward, greatly mortified ^at the efcap^ 

** Troiftzrt, 1. x. c. 19. » Id. ibid. 

^* Knygbton, p. %$$%• FroiHarty K 4* «• 19* 
'I Froiffi^tf K I* c, X9« 
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A.v.iity- of hk enemies, marched firft to Durham, and 
^^'"^ then to York, where the army feparated '*. 
Peace be- The young monarch breathed nothing but war 
England ^^^ revenge againfl the Scots ; but the queen and 
and Scot- Mortimer had other defigns in view. They ima- 
gined it would be a great advantage and fecurity 
to themfelves to have a peace with Scotland, and 
obtain the friendfhip, and, in cafe of need, the af- 
fiftance, of its king. On the other hand, Robert 
Bruce being almoft worn out with infirmities, 
was eai*neftly defirous of leaving his infant fon at 
peace with all his neighbours, efpecialiy with £ng* 
land. Commiffioners from both powers met at 
Newcaftle in November, and fettled the articles of 
a treaty of peace between England and Scotland ''; 
By one article of this famous treaty, the king of 
England renounced, for himfelf and his fucceiTors, 
all claim to any fuperiority over the kings or king- 
dom of Scotland, and agreed to deliver up all evi- 
deuces of fuch fuperiority'*. By another article 
a marriage was concluded between David prince 
of Scotland and the princefs Jane, Edward's eldeft 
fifter. In confideration of thefe great advantages, 
Bruce agreed to pay to England the fum of 30,000 
marks ; which is faid to have been divided between 
the queen and Mortimer. Though this treaty was 
exceedingly unpopular in England, and greatly In- 
creafed the public hatred againft the welUkhown 
authors of it ; yet they had ftill influence enough to 

»* FroilTarf, 1. i. c. 23. 

«7 Rymer, t. 4. p. 328. 335—338. 

'^ Rymer, t, 4.. p. 338—410. 
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get it confirmed by parliament in April A. D*^ A.D.i3i«* 
Though Edward was not yet fixteen years of ae;e* ^^^^} 

? ' •' ^ ' marriages* 

his marriage with Philippa, daughter of William IIL 
count of Hainault and Holland, was folemnized at 
York, January 24, with great pomp *°. In coitfe* 
quence of an article of the peace with Scotland, ' 

the queen-mother of England conduced to Ber- 
wick her daughter the princefs Jane, who was there 
married, July 17, to the prince of Scotland. With 
the princefs were delivered up, and carried into 
s Scotland, many of the jewels, charters, and other 
things, which had been taken from thence by Ed^* 
"ward I ". Thus ended that long and bloody war 
between the two Britifli kingdoms, which involve\l 
them both in very great calamities, and gave, birth 
to that national animofity, which laid a foundation 
for many future wars. 
. The hatred and lealoufy of fome of the chief Confede- 

•^ "^ racy 

nobility againft Mortimer were now become fo againft 
great, that they declined attending feveral parlia- ^**"'"**'* 
ments which were called this year, at Northampton^ 
York, and Salifbury. At the laft of thefe parlia- 
ments, which was held in Oftober, Mortimer was 
created earl of March, which ferved equally to 
increafe his infolence and the animofity of his ene- 
mies. The earls of Kent, Norfolk, and Lancafter^ 
with other difcontented barons, meeting at London, 

*9 A, Murimuth. p. 71. Ypodyg. Neod, p. 510. 
*o Knyghton, col. »5S*. Heining. p. 269. Walfing. p. xiS. 
** Knyghton, col, 2553 • Fordun^ 1. 13. c. 14. Carte, v6!. %• 
p« 397* from Amial^ ad an. 1377* 

in 
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A.D.i3»t, iii Bacember, entered into a confederacy to call 
Mortimer to an account, for the murder of the 
late king, for depriving the council of reggicy of 
all authority, for embezzling the public treafure^ 
for the diihonourable peace with Scotland, and 
feveral other crimes ". 

Bodi parties now began to raife forces and pre* 
pare for war ; the barons trailing to their own 
power and the popularity of their caufe, and Mor- 
timer dq>ending on the perfon and authority of the 
king, which were in his poffeffion. But the earls 
c^ Kent and Norfolk, being princes of little courage 
or capacity, began to dread the confeqiiences of 
carrying things to extremity, and, by the interven- 
tion of fome prelates, made their peace with the 
court. This obliged the earl of Lancafter foon 
after to fubmit to an accommodation, by which all 
difputes were referred to a padiam^t, to be called 
for compoiing thefe differences, and reforming the 
government *\ But other matters intervening, pre- 
vented the meeting of this healing and reforming 
parliament. 

Charles the Fair, king of France, having died 
fome time ago without male iffue, was fucceeded 
by his coufm Philip de Valois, who had fummoned 
Edward to come over and perform his homage for 
his French dominions **. This fummons^was very 
unwelcome on feveral accounts. It ill agreed with 
the high fpirit of Edward to go through the hu^ 

n J. Barnc's Hift. Ed. III. p. 31. 

*!• Knyghton, p. »554. U Rymfr^t. 4. p. 3S1. 

6 miliating 



£dward*s 
▼oyage to 
Franctk 



Cb, i.$4- CIVIL AND MILITARY-. itr 

miUating ceremony of doiog homage ; but it ftiU AJJas^n* 

worfe agreed with the ambitiQus defign^ of claim,- '"^'"*^ 

ing the crown of France, to give fuch a formal ret 

cognition of Philip's right to that crown, Hpw-. 

ever, as be was not yet prepared for afferting hia 

claim, nor could obtain any further delay, he re^ 

fclved to comply with the fummons, making 4 

proteflation before his own council, that what h^ 

did was by conftraint, and ihpuld not be confider-r 

ed as a renunciation of his right to the crown of 

France. Having taken this precaution,, he failed 

from Dover, on Friday,^ May a6, did homage to 

the king of France at Amiens, and returned tq 

Dover on Whitfunday, June \ i *\ In this fliort 

vifit Edward was fo much charmed with the 

fplendour of the court of France, the beauty and 

riches of the country, that he became more r©* 

folved than ever to alTert bis htdX claim to that 

kingdom. 

Though a feeming reconciliation had lately taken aj>.i|jo. 
place between the earl of Kent and Mortimer, it Ea*^! of 
was far from being fincere. A report prevailed at king-i un. 
this time all over England (raifed and propagated, ^/^J^" 
as it is believed, ' by Mortimer and his agents, for and cxe, 
the moft pernicious purpofes), that Edward IL ^^^^ ' 
was ftill alive, and confined in Corfe caitle. This 
report was induftrioufly fcnt to the ears of the earL 
pf Kent, and the truth of it confirmed by fir James 
iPevemel the governor of Corfe cattle, who, though 
|ie would not admit the earl to fee the king his bro- 

M Rymer^ t. 4.. p. 3S69 3X7. 390* 
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A.D.1330. ther, promifed to deliver him a letter. The un- 
^~^'^^ wary Kent fell into the fiiare, wrote a letter to his 
brother, in which he promifed to exert all his power, 
in conjunction with his other friends, to fet him at 
liberty, and reftore him to the throne. This letter 
be gave to the perfidious governor, who immedi- 
ately fent it to Mortimer, by whom he had been 
employed. As foon as the queen and her wicked 
paramour had got this letter into their hands, they 
procured a parliament to be called, to meet at 
Winchefter on March 11**. Parliaments at this 
time confided rather of the chiefs of a faftion than 
the reprefentatives of a free people, few attending 
them but the partifans of the queen and her fiaivou- 
rite. The intended vidim, the earl of Kent, was in 
. a very eameft manner invited to this meeting by 
the king, or rather by thofe who abufed his name ; 
and as foon as he arrived at Winchefter he was ar- 
refted. On the 1 6th o£ March he was condemned 
by parliament of high treafon, on the abfurd ac- 
cufation of defigning to raife a dead man to tKe 
throne ; and on the 19th of the fame month this 
iniquitous fentence was executed*'. While this 
fcene of iniquity was ading, the young king was 
engaged in a fucceflion of amufements, which 
left him no leifure for refledion till it was too 
late. 
Birth of Not long after this branch was thus cruelly cut 
Wince? off from the royal family, another fprung up in its* 

*« ConciJ. M. Brit. p. 557. 

»7 Leland Col. vol. a. p. 477. Walfing. p. 510. Knygbton, 
p. »55** Hcming, p, a/i. R. de Avcibury, p. 8. 
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room ; the young queen being delivered at Wood- A.D.ijs*. 
ftoke, June 15, of a fon, who was afterwards fo ' -'^•"'^ 
well known to the world, and to pofterity, by the 
name of the Black Prince *®. 

Nor did Mortimer triumph much longer in his Mortimer 
fuccefsful villanies. The king, being now near idf" 
eighteen years of age, and feeing himfelf a father, 
refolved to take the reins of govenynent into his 
own hands, and to emancipate himfelf from the 
tutelage of the queen-mother and her minion, 
whom he had many reafons both to hate and fear. 
He was encouraged in this defign by many noble- 
men who hated Mortimer ; and a plan was laid for 
feizing him at the next parliament, which was to 
meet fifteen days after Michaelmas, at Notting- 
ham ^^ But it was not fo eafy to execute this de- 
fign, Mortimer, both from a principle of vanity, 
and with a view ta fafety, being continually at*, 
tended with a great retinue of armed knights. On 
his arrival at Nottingham with queen Ifabel, they 
took polfefTion of the caftle of that place, with a 
guard of one hundred and eighty knights ; and the 
' queen had the keys of the caflle every night deli- 
vered to her, which fhe put under her pillow. 
The king, at his coming, was admitted into the 
caftle, but only with a few attendants, the reft of 
his retinue being lodged in the town. In, this fitu- 
ation of things, it was impoffible to accomplifli the 
defign without the affiftance of fir William Eland, 
the governor ; who, entering heartily into the king's 

»* Walfirg. p. 130, *9 Knyghtoiiy p. S555. 
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and impartially adininiftered ; and gave new life 
and vigour to all parts of the conftitution ^^ Hap- 
py had it been for his own kingdom, as well as for 
the neighbouring nations, [if he had always em- 
ployed his great talents in thefe beneficent arts of 
peace. But it foon appeared that he was deeply 
tainted with ambition ; the vice of great minds, and 
the fource of infinite mifchiefs. 

Scotland about this time fuftained an irreparable 
lofs by the deaths of three of the greateft men that 
ever fought her battles. Thefe were, the king 
Robert Bruce, the lord James Douglas, who had 
^Deen killed in Spain, and Randolph earl of Moray, 
regent of the kingdom, who died this year, July 
20 ^•. He was fucceeded in the regency by Donald 
earl of Marr ^. 

By one article of the late peace with England, 
it was fUpulated, that fome Englifh noblemen 
fhould be reftored to their eftates in Scotland. 
The execution of this article was delayed from 
time to time, for reafons which are not certainly 
known, by the kiqg of Scots and the regent. 
Several juft and warm remonftrances were made on 
this fubjedt by the court of England ; which pro- 
duced nothing but excufes from that of Scptland ^\ 
The Engliih noblemen, feeing no end of thefe 
delays, formed a defign to attempt^ a revolution in 
Scotland, in favour of the Baliol family, as the 
nioft eflfedual way to get poflei&on of .their eftates 



3" Cotton*s Abridg. 
^o Id, ibid. c. 12. 
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M ^^ kiogdont With this view the lord £d. ADtus. 
ward ftilioly who was living as a private man on '^''^^ 
jiif eftates in France, was inyfted into England^ 
wtk prom^es of affiftance in profecuting his claim 
to the a^pwn of Scotland which his £uher had 
fo i Mtime worn. Edward, who wanted neither 
munige nor ambition, accepted the invitation ; and 
w his iirival in the north of England, with £iMf 
Jtisif^ in his compoay, he was joined by liie leads 
9£ Athcde and Aqgns, the lords Beaumont, Wake^ 
Wares, and ieveial other bftixms, who raifed a lH>d 
of 2^0 men, well armed ^. This mstopfinaU 
ft force to nudtt aa attempt upos the £mth of 
Scodnd, wfaere the peojde were ufiid to acois, and 
«Qntmiudtf upon thdr guard* They therefore em- 
hMfawi 2t Itiflpenfiiar. .mid fetlitur tan ii|c ftUi of 

Forth, landmg at Kinghom Augoft A, dfpef&ig, 
Willi mnch ea3e and great flau^Mjer, a crowd of. 
country people, who had aflevdbled iaftily to ap^ 
pofe their fandiag ^'^ 

This Ifiift fncc^ was followed by odiers ftiU SnceeOes 
greater and more furprifing. The earl of Marr, .nd thlt 
arith the affiftance of the noblemen in thofe pavts, "^^''^ 
coUofted Sn a ftw days an aimy, as it is fa^ tj£ 
40,000 men. But all the proceedings of this qon- 
fiifcd cabbie were rafli and tumukuary. Depending 
on their nmnbers, they kept no guard, and urene 
fiuptifed in iheir camp on the bmks of thr river ^ 



^ WaUing*4i. tp, Hcming. p, ly^. Knjg|it. col. %$6^» 
i9 id* Weft^ Contin* Knyghton^ p, %s6o» R» dt Aveibaiyt 
f;%%^ Hcming. p« i7». ' Ford. 1. 13* c. tz. 
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A.D.1351. Ern, not far from Perth,* in the riight between the 
nth and 12th of Auguft, and routed with great 
daughter. Next morning, a great number of fu- 
gitives rallying, and afhamed of what had hap- 
pened, returned to the charge, but with fuch paf- 
fionate precipitation, that they were again thrown 
into, confufion, and put ^to flight. In thefe two 
actions the Scotch, befide; an incredible number 
of private men, loft the earis of Marr, Carrick, 
and Monteith, with fevaral other lords, and many 
gentlemen, which threw the whole kingdom iht6 
fuch coiiftematiop, that it was though^ proper to 
fend their young king and queen into Fnmce for 
thcdr fafety . Baliol purfiiing this favourable gale of 
good fortune, took poileffion of Pertlr without re^ 
fiftance, and on tht ayth September he was cramfld 
king of Scotland at Scone ^. ' 
Edward Thougb the Idng of England :had taken no part 

marches publicly ih thefe tranfaftions, it is highly prolnble 
north. that they were not undertaken by hiis fubjei^ with* 
but his knowledge and confent. It is at leaft cer- 
tain, that he granted Baliol a fafe-conduft for fa^ 
coming into England; a prefumpdve proof that 
lie did not difapprove of his deiign. Buit however 
this may be, Edward was holding a parliament at 
Weftminfter when he received the news of this 
Xurprifing revolution in Scotland, and was advifed 
fay that ailembly to ' march immediately with a 



« 

*♦ R. dc Avcftury, p. la, 23. Hcming. p.' «7», «73, 174. 
Knyghton, p. .^559- Fordun, !• 13, c, a«, «3, 44., 25. Bachanan^ 
lib.9. Walfing. p. 132. • ' 
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good atmy^ into the north, that he might be at A.D.13331. 
hand to afl: a$ occafion (hould require ^K ^ '— ^v-*i-' 

While Edward was on his march into the north, Baiipi fub-. 
JBaliol executed letters patent at Roxburgh, dated ^^ngdom ' 
Novcniber 23, fubjefting the crown and kingdom ^^ Sc^t. 
of Scotland to the crown of England, engaging to England, 
deliver the town of Berwick to Edward, and to 
nmrry his fifter the priijcefs Jane, if her marriage 
with his rival David Bruce-could be diffolved ^. 
. Not long after this, Baliol, obferving the country Baiioi ex. 
in a ftate of feeming tranquillity, difmiffed his '^ ^ * 
troops^ and retired to Annan with a flender retinue 
to keep his Chriilmas; but here he was attacked 
in the night by fir Archibald Douglas, young Ran- 
dtAfii earl of: Moray, and fir Simon Ffafer, lb 
fuddenly, that with great diflitulty he got on horfe- 
back, without a faddle, and efcaped to Carlifle 
aknoft naked, leaving his brother Henry dead be- 
hind lum, and all his baggage in the hands of his 
enemies. Thus did Baliol lofe his crown by a 
.change of fortune mwe fudden and furprifing than 
'^that by whichr he had gained it ^^ . 

Edward was in York when he heard of this &- A.D.1333, 
cond revolution in" Scotland, and confulted his Edvrani 
parliament, which met m that city, January 5, hisparlia- 
*whether he fhould content himfelf with the fupe- "**"* 
. riority, er attempt to ob&ain the fovereignty of that 
kingdom. But the parliament, for reafons which 

45 Kyintr, t. 4. p. 533, 534. 540.. x 

♦* Id. ibid. p. 536, 537» S%^$ 539« 

^'^ Walfing; p<<32* Knyghton, p. i^Sx* FoixlunyUi). c.%s* 
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AJ^.t33i* are not certaunly khowti, did cbt A3nk fit to giiFft 
tdin any advice on tfaaf important ^ueftkm^. 

The Scots, not contented vnth. having expdled 
Baliol, renewed their plundering incorfions mto dm 
north of England ; which greatly tncenfed Edward 
againft thein,^ and made him haften his prepara^i 
tions for ^e re-eftablifliment of Balidl^. fit 
called a parliament to meet at Toik, in the be* 
ginnmg of March ; which bdng equally incenfed 
againft the Scots for their depredations^ no longct 
c^ferved their former filence, but advifed Edwaord 
to attempt die recovery of Berwidc and the re* 
dudion of Scotland, promifing to ad&ft hkn widi 
all their power ^» 

Edward was not flow in following an advice !b 
lagreeable to his indfaiadons/ He uppoimed dtfe 
rendezvous of his army to be at KewadUe, Mxf ^, 
from whence he marched, and invefted Berwick 
oh all (ides. The place was provided widi t nu* 
merous garrifon, and made a brave defcSace; but 
the fiege was piilhed with fo much^ldgotfr, that tt 
was obliged to capitulate on July 16, and agreed 
to Airreader on Tuefday the doth, at fun-rifix^, 
if not relieved before that dme ; and fir W. tleith, 
governor of the town, was flowed to go to tht 
regent of Scotland, and foficit relief^. 

Lord Archibald Douglas, regent of Scotland 
for king David Bruce, had collected a numttrQUt 
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army, widi which he had invaded England, in ad^mss. 
hopes of drawing Edward from the fiege of Ber- 
wick to the prote&ion of his own country^ But 
the importunities of fir W. ]^eith prevailed upon 
him to change his plan of operations, and march 
dire^y towards Berwick for its relief. The Scots 
army came in fight of that place, Monday July 19, 
about noon, and founc^ the Englifh army drawn 
ujp on tIalUdon hill, about a' mile north*weft of 
the town, ready to receive them* The Scotch 
were grievoufly galled by the Englifh archers in . 
mounting the hill, which made them nifli on to 
i;^e attack with much precipitation* Their firft 
^ock was violent ; but being bravely fuftained by 
Ae £n|^i9i, and the regent being Ulled, they iii- 
Ktantly fell into confufion, and fled on all hands, 
and were purfued feveral miles by Edward,* at the 
bead of th« EngUih cavaby, and by the Irifli under 
Inrd Darcy, with a moft dreadful carnage. Befides 
a prcxMgious number of private men, the greateft 
rart of the nobiUty, who adhered to the family of 
OrucCf were eilher killed or taken prifoners in thi^ 
battle* This glorious vi£^6ry was. obtained with 
very little \qb^ and was followed by the furrender 
af the town and callle of Berwick, according to 
the capitulation ^K 

£dward, latisfied with the fuccefs of this can^ Baiioi 
paign,^ left a body of 3^6,000 men wtth Baliol tp ^^'^ 
reduce Scotland under his authority ; and difmifl^ 

ft 

'» Hfeminf. p. »75, %jCt %jj. Knyghton, p. %i$^. Otterbornf». 
f. \K5* BucbviSAt 1. 9* Fordnii, 1. 13. c* i/j «>• Rym«o vol* 4* 
p. $W» 
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^•^•ns3; ing the reft of his army, returned into England^', 
So many of the heads of the Brucean party had fallen 
in the late battle, that Baliol met with no further 
oppofition, and held a parliament at Perth, foon after 
Michaelmas, in perfeft tranquillity. At this par- 
liament Bailors right to the. crowti of Scotland was 
recognized, the fuperiority of England acknow- 
ledged, all the laws which had been made in the 
reigns of Robert Bruce and hia fon David repealed, 
the noblemen who had adhered to that family were 
profcribed, and their eftates beftowed chiefly on 
the Englilh noblemen who had contributed mbft 
to this revolution ^\ Thus was Baliol once more 
reftored to the throne of Scotland. 

But this unhappy prince ftill wanted the firmeft 
fupport of a throne, the affeftiohs of his fubjedls ; 
and a tranfaftion which foon after happened, ren^ - 
dered him' the objeft of their fovereign contempt 
and hatred. He attended the king of Englahd at 
Newcaftle, June 1 2, and did homstge in perfon for 
the kingdom of Scotland, June 18 ; and made an 
entire ceffion of the Ihires of Edinburgh, Rpxburgh, 
Selkirk, Dumfries, Peebles, Haddington, and Lin- 
lithgow, with all their towns arid caftles, to be for. 
ever united to the crown, and incorporated with 
the kingdom of England ^K 
Unpepu- ' This too liberal conceffion furnillied the friends 
bHIuK of the family of Bruce with a popular topic of de- 



A.D.I 334. 

Ceflioot 
made by 
Baliol to 
Edward. 



1$ Keyghton, p. 1560. V/alfing. p. 13V 

54 Barnes Hi(i. ed, 3 p. 8a. Rymcr, vol. ±, p. 576. 

^S Id. ibid. p. 614 — ^iS. 



clamation 



Ci».j^-^if. C1VIJ^ANI> ■MILITARY. , Ji»9 

ebumtioaj^ajfii^ thia'ihadow of a king ;, who not A.D.V334. 
only degraded ihe honour of l?is crown^ but dif- ^ 
^lepbered its 196ft valuable provinces^ and was no 
better than a tool in the h^nds of the king -of £ng<- 
iand. Even fonie of Baliol's friends wpre difguited 
at. this lafl: tranfa^donj and his whole party was 
torn in pieces by their difpiites about dividing the 
fpoils of their ruined enemies ^^ . • •• i. 

Thefe circumftane^ eiicouraged the chiefs of Attempt ^ 
ithe Brucean party to.confult together, in order to BaiiX • 
take advantage of the difcontents of the people ' 
and the divifions of their enemies* . They fent 
.ambaffadors to the king of France, * w^ohjEid fo 
kindly, entertained their young and unfortunate 
king and queen, to folicit affiftancia for . their re^ 
ftoration ^^ Sir Andrew Moray of Both2«reU« who 
had been regent of Scotland for king.Daviid. Bruce, 
•coUei^Ag an army, -reduced the iiprdi-;of;;&^tland 
CO Ike 6be(Mence bf his mafter, and .DU|ged'!BalIql 
to retire to Berwick. On «thi&fticw.tuhk fiC'ti&iHt,' 
•tlie earls o^-A<4iMe^ "J^nub^Vy waA fiariial 6ther ^^u\^ 
'barons -debited him, ^iid enlaced: nbe^pavi pft- 
ifularpwy ofiiis ma!. ^ ui . , * j .an'J \o j M 
: WbMtEd\?ard reffMoL Av^dUgmU itf* ^i^ Bdward 
*€€mui»d(ions|»:Sa>tiand,'^le^iiJas hoimg Zcptii^^ Bai^C 
-meht; wWch -hi€t at"S&^tfftniii|fe;Sf|)tenAeb>iy^ 
and having obtSdiied a Bfieeiith*; i^mx VAf^ hmon^ 
and knights of {hires, and a tenth from the citir 
^ens and burgiefts, to' enable him to profecote^^^the 

5* Leland*s Colle^l. voKft, p. 554. Fixrd. 1, 13. c. 19. ' ** 
f? Froiflart,!. I. c. 33. * ■ ■ ^, .. ^ . I .• 
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A;D.«U4- war with Scothnd, he fpent the wkiCir ia the norlk 
df England, and at Roxburgh, m At fooih al 
Scotland, that he might be ready to eater upoa 
aAbn in the ^>ring ^'. In the mean timey he for- 
ni&ed Baliol xnth a body -of troops, ivhach enaUed 
him to rnafntidn hk ground, and keep up tlie war 
during the wmter. 

Edward's warlike operationf againd Sfcadaad 
were fu^ended for feme ^e, by the arrival of 
atnbafiadors from the kbig of France, to negotiate 
a peace ^. ' But the(e negotiations proving abor- 
tive, he entered Scotland! on July ii,by way of 
€arlifle, at tht head of a very powerful army, 
white Baliol advanced from Beririd^ widi anbdier 
at the famd time^. The two hiiig$ ^lA their 
amitt joined at Perth^ without having met wiA 
any coofideraide cqppofititm. The rtfnainder df 
this year was fpent in undedfive but pamicious 
plundermgs and ikirmiflies» and in fliort tfuces 
dmt were ill oUerved^ 

HoOilities lien fiifpMidad fer lba« moqths^ by 
$. tr«ie piMiMd by the agetiis of die pope and 
luog of Ffwce^i during which a coogrds was 
held it MiimiU i s Sm mfMiatmg a peace, but 
widMMit ilfefi'^* The irute expiriag May ib Se- 
ward imt m army into Scothnd under |he oom* 
maad of Henry eari of Lancafter, and fooa after 
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haviiig yet received ifae promised fuccpurs from 
FnHiQ^ and being qwte iinable to meet their ente* 
tnm in the field, retired to their woods and momw 
twu, leaving all the level and open country a .de- 
feoceleft prey. Edward, gready incenfed at tfaefe 
rqictled revolts, marched through Athole to In- 
y^raeby marking his way with d^ohtion ; and m- 
tnmii^ in the fame manner by the fea-coaft, he 
bamt the city of Aberdeen, and arrived again at 
Perth about the end of Auguft, having fubdvid 
every thing but the hearts of the inhabitants^ 
Leaving his lHt>ther prince John, and part of hit 
army, widi Baliol at Perth, he haftened to meet 
his parliament at Nottingham, Septemlier 1^3^ 
Here he rectfved the mdandioly news of the death 
of bi^ brother prince John at Perth, and of fimie 
hotele enterprSes 6f the S^ots^. Having dp. 
tiiited a fiqiply from Us parliament at Nottingham, 
ht flew bade te Scodand, and arrived at Perth in 
the beginning- of November. But fir Ancfrew 
Mor^y, the Brucean regem, immediately retired 
irom the fiege of Stiriing caftje to Ins fiiftne^ 
with his follower^ ; ^nd Edward, after carryiiig de- 
flation into feme other parts of that wretdied 
country, left it, and returned to London, about 
Chnftmas*^. 



^ Rymnr, toI. f • p. 695. Hjemmg. p. S7S» 
A| |ie^|Kl'• C^llaa. Vtfl. 9. p. 5j|, 556, ffeming. p» tjS, arv* 
KnygktoBy coK sj^S, 
^* WilfiDg. p. 134. KnyghtODi col. %s6t^ *^ Id. ibid. 
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>V.D.r337. ix^ bed bcen no fecret for fome tiinc paft, that 
£dward ^^ Vvsig of Frauce, dreading the martial and am* 
lefoivesto bitious fpirit of Edward, had rdblved to jrivc a 

yiiert bis x » ^ o ^ 

claim to very powerful affiftance to the party of DaTid 

pfV/awe. Bruee in Scotland, to enabk them to protrad the 

waf-; and that he was -making great preparations 

for that piirpofe. But Edward determined to jMre- 

venit him ; and, inftead of , waiting for him. on the 

defolated plains of Scotland, to carry the war into 

the fertile provinces of France, and boldly ailiert 

Jus clahn to that crowii. A8tbi» fatal ctalm wafi 

thti fource of long and bloody wars between the 

two powerful kingdoms of Eoglsui4 and France;, 

it will be prefer tp explain, «i a fejv wards,^ th* 

fopndjition on which it was bpilt^ . 

Fcranda. ^ \% wo^id be quite incpnTillent with the ftudi^ 

^Tward'i bri^vity of this wqrfc,,t9 eafer ^ipon a jbborious ior 

claim to ^mJry Jmo the orkin »nd true m^ajowe ,of the Salip 

the crown ? -^ ., ^ 7r A^ ^ r 

ff France, law^ aiui. the rule ot fuccdufH^ ip ibe . crown of 
^FraH}ce. It is fufiicieot to obferv^y th^t (hougl^ 
the French monirchy h^ akeady . exiflied niii^ huf^ 
;d^d ye^^ no female had ever tilled that ihrofiye*) 
an(i that the daughter^ of feveral ancient kings of 
l^xdjmt (who died ^ithqut m2^1e iffue) had been 
regularly excluded ftom the fucce^on,.by virt^p 
of fome eftablifhed law or cijfton:^. It was alio in 
virtue of this law or cuftom, that the two imme- 
diate predeceffors of Philip de Valois, the prefent 
king of France, as- well as Philip himfelf, had 
fucceeded to the crown ; zi will appear from the 
follqwing fhort detail of their fucceffions, Phijip 
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the Fair, king of Fraacc, at big death, left three ^^np* 
fons, Lewis Hutin,- Philip the Long, and Charles 
the Rur, arid one daughter^ Ifabel, queen -io 
Edward IL and mother to Edward IIL kings of 
England. Lewis Hutin fucceeded ^ his father, and 
a&er aihort reign died, living (Hie- daughter, 
Joanna, and his queen pregnant, who waft deli- 
vered of a fon who lived only four days ; upMi 
which Philip the Long fucceeded peaceably to the 
crown^ to the exclufion of his ^ elder brother's 
daughter, the princefs Joanna. . Philip the Long 
having reigned'only a few years, died alfo without 
male 1-iiRie ; but left four daughters, Jane, Mar^ 
gtret, Habef, andBhinch; and wa^ fucceeded by 
hts i)rorher Chatks the Fair, to the escdufibn c^ 
all hifr' daughter 8. Gtiairles the Fair^ the youngeft 
of the three fens of Ph)% the Fair, 'died February 
I, A. D. 1328, leai^ing one daughter, Maria, 
aiid hk queen with child. Here this famoas con; 
troferfy began, corcemmg the right to the re^ 
geftcy! till the queen was delivered, and to the fuc* 
C^ion, if (he was deliraacd of a daughter. The 
dabnants were,' Philip de .Vabis, Ibti of Charles 
^e Valois, who wa^ brother to Philip the Fair^ 
and Edward III. king of England, foil of. Ifaibcl 
daughter of the fame Philip the Fair. ^ This gfeat 
cade was debated before an al^mbly; of the ftates 
of France, the only competeat judge^t For Philif^ 
it was pleaded) that the male iffm Qf Philip the 
Fair being extinfl:, andvUll females, and their d^h . 
fcendaftts, bwg by thf ]aws and cuftojus of France 
excluded, he had a clear and undoubted right to 

the 
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^• ^ die regency* as hcang tbc next male heir, the fim 
of Charles de Valois* brother of Philip the Fair« 
For Edward it was argued, that being fon of 
liabel, dai^hter of Philip ihe Fair, he .^rat nearer 
in blood to the three IsA Idngs of France, hdag theit 
iUler'f fon^ than Philip, who was only their iinde'a 
Ibo i and chat though hb motbo* I&bel waa by the 
laws of France excluded oa account of her &x, yet 
he* not being liable to the £ime objeftion, ought to 
Iwc^eedf From this ftate of the cafe it appears, 
fiak the precife point in queftion between thefe two 
princes W93 this> whether, by the laws an^ cuftoms 
of France, not only females* but alfo their dot 
pendants, were es^chided from the fiiOQsffion to 
that orown i Both ^wed that lemalcs weve e»» 
eluded i otherwife neither of them could l»w had 
jwy right, as there were daughters of all the diree 
bft kings of France then Hiring* But they dif* 
Ijimd widely as to the exdufioii of the male dot 
fbendants of thefe excluded fienudes. The adro* 
cates 'for Edward maintainrxl, that the fole nnfbA 
0f the law or cuftom excluding females from die 
crown was on account of the imbecility of thdr 
fcgc, and fuppofed incapacity for reigning; but 
that this feafon not militatl;ig againfl their male 
defcendants, they ought not to be excluded* Thofe 
who pleaded the caufe of Hiilip, affirmed, that, 
Ibmales, having no right to the fucceflion them^ 
felves, could convey no right to their defcendants } 
and that the reafon of the law or cuftom of ex* 
f lading females from the fucceflion was^ not pply 

te 
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to prevent tlie Weaker feac from wearing die crown, A.b.tt^f. 
tut alto to prevent fereigh princes, their defcend- '"^•"*^ 
mts, ftnmgers to the laws and cuftoms of France, 
frdto afcending that throne. They added further. 
That Ute txdufion of die defcendants of females, 
as well as females themfelves, was fo wdi known, 
thkt tw» princes, one defcended from die daughter 
of Lewis Hutin^ and the other from one of the 
daughters of Philip the Long, who had both a 
l)etter dde than Edward, if there was any ftrength 
in his plea, made no claim. Influenced by thefe 
arguments, and perhaps a little fwayed by thdr • 
afie£don to a priuce of their own country, the 
Hates of France, gave a dedfion in fevour of Philip 
de Vatois } who immediately aiTumed the regency ; 
and the queen being delivered of a daughter, he 
afcended the dirone without any further oppofi- 
lion**.. 

< Yhough Edward, naturally ambitious, was no Reafentf 
doubt much difpleafed at this decifion ; yet he found f(£2nc* 
k neceidary to do homage to Philip for his French ^i> 
dbtiAitons, and |)erform feveral other afts expref- 
a^ of his acknowledging him as lawful king of 
i^rttnce. It is even probable, that he never would 
Itave jnrofecuted his daim, unlefs invited by fome 
very &vourabte c^portunity, if many occafions 6f 
Xsfitmd had not arifen between him and Philip, 
leipecially about the afairs of Scotland. Philip 
«pt otill" al^dtded an afyhim to the young king and 

^* Spectlcg^lom.'s p. S;. M^m. de TAcad. de B* ]t* tom.io. 
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AJ>.tfS7. queen of Scotland, when obliged, to abandon thdr 
''^•'^~ country, but he alfo encouraged their partifans, 
fending them foiall fupplies of men and money, 
and was now making great preparations to give 
them a very powerful aid. Edward, greatly r^ 
cenfed at this and other injuries^ refolved to revive 
his claim to the crown of France, apd carry the 
war into that country, 
Edward He was much confirmed and encouraged in tfa|s 

r^^R^hlf J^cfolutipn by Robert d'Artois (a prince of the 
d*Artois. bloocj-royal of France, and king Philip's brother- 
in-law), who had lately taken fhelter in the court 
of England, w^iere he met with a very kind recep- 
tion \ This Robert had many years before main* 
tained a law-fuit for the county of Artois, which 
was adjudged to his rival by a definitive fentence 
of Philip the Fair, in 1309. Though Robert was 
obliged to fubmit to this fentence, he always con- 
(idered it as oppreffive and unjuft. But when 
Philip de Valois, his brother-in-law, mounted the 
throne of France, he began to entertain hopes of 
getting this fentence reverfed ; and prefuming, per- 
haps too much, on the favour of his prince, to 
whom he was fo nearly allied, he was unhappily 
privy to the forging certain deeds for ftrengthening 
his title to the difputed territory '°. The forgery 
was deteded ; a fentence of banifhment and confif- 
cation was pronounced again(t Robert ; who re- 
tired, firft into Brabant^ and afterwards into Enj- 

^5 Rymer, t. 4.. p. 747, Froiflart, h i, c* a/* 
70 Froiflfarty 1. 1. c. »6. p» 31. *" 
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land, irifiatncd with the' moft violent and impish A-Di^s^. 
cable rage againft Philip, who had behaved, as he ~^'^^ 
thought, with unbecoming feverity on this occaiion. 
To gratify at once -his refentment againft Plulip, 
' and to recover the eftates and honours which he 

ft 

had loft, this illuftrious exile laboured eameftly 
to perfuade Edward of the validity of his title to 
the crown of France, and of the pra^cability of 
making good that title ^^ Thefe perfuaiions were 
too agreeable not to be fuccefsfiil ; and about the 
b^inning of this year, he came to a final refo- 
ItiijoDl to attiempt the acquifition of the crown of 
France, which he believed to be his right. 

Edward^ well knowing the difGcuIty of the en- Edward's 
terprife in which he was engaging, and that with- Jiop*fo"p 
but j>owerful alUes on the continent, ftrong fleets ij^ading 
and armies, and a mighty mafs of treafure, he ^*"* * t 
. -could expe& no fuccefs in it, laboured to procure 
all thefe with much diligence. By his ambafta- 
dors, he concluded treaties with the emperor I^ewis 
of Bavaria, the dukes of Brabant and Guilders, * 
the archbifliop of Cologne, the marquis of Juliers, 
the counts of Hainault and Namur, the lords 
Tauquemont, Bacquen, and fome others ; who, for 
certain fubfidies, engaged to aflift him with their 
forces in his defigns againft France ^\ The earl 
of Flanders would have been a moft ufeful ally to 
Edward on this occafion, on account of the powdr 
-and wealth of his fubjefts, and the fituation of 

^' FroifTart, 1. t« c 19. p. 36. , 

7* Rym^o ^o).4.. p. 75}f*-777> &c. FroiiTart, I. i, c* %$* )|» $6, 
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AI>-<3S7- Us country; and he courted hk sdUaoce trjr At 
'"-^-'^^ jnoft tempring ofers. But &at priboe was fteadf 
and vaitn in his altachmeni to Fhiiip. Tla$ 
jQbGged the king of En^snd io culdvale the 
fxiendftop of « i^£liotis demagogue «f that CMO- 
try, one James d'AneviUe, a brewer in GhaiU 
<who «ras at the head of a very powerful, paity 
^ainft the earl, and really poflS^fled more audioikf 
In iht ricbi odes of Flanders than Adr iaarfal 
prince. Bf the influence of this man, thefe dtiai 
"were brought to favour the deiignii of Edward, aaA 
to invite him to bnd his ariny in their lerriloiies. 
This whole year was fpoit in formmg thefe alK* 
snces, and making other preparations for this 
grand expedition ^^ 
A.D.i:^ Though Edward had obtained a confideraUe anl 
*^y^*5^' from a parliament which met laft year ,dxrut Mi* 
iDMwy for chaelmas, he foon found ihat this woukl not be 



^llC^t u 



IlidwII*' ^«ffi«ent to enable him to folfil his en; 

-with his foreign allies, and make libe titheir ncc^ 
iary preparations for the ihvalion of Fjrance. He 
called another parliament, therefore, to meet at 
Weftminfter FebruSLry 3 ; and his defigns agaiixft 
France were at this time fo popular, that he ob- 
tained from the prelates, barons, and knights ^ 
ihures» one half of their wool of this year ^^; a v^ 
valuable and extraordinary grant ! Befides this, he 
levied money by many othar methods. He fdbsed 
all the tin in Cornwall and De v<m(lme j"— tpok 
pofleflion of the lands of all priories alien ;«— the 

'3 Froiflarty I. x. c. 30. ^^ ^yviei^ voU j. ip» }• 
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mofiiiy, je»df ^ and Tafaiable efiindi o£ ih0 tiiiA^ JLD.tit*^ 
bard mcrchanti) the great dealert in mbney of ibdk ~'^^*^ 
iimes« He demandol certaia qiiandtios <ii bread* 
torn, oats, and baton^ fcova^ each cauiit^^ bcfr^ 
iDwed their filver-plate itom. nisattiy abbies, ^ vrtiil 
, as great fuons of moxiey^ bmh abrc^ iotid atbomi^ 
tad pawned his i^ry crotvn for 50,000 fioriiis!^* 
Such mighty tSom t^m neoiffitl^ td^ fet shh gntf 
Inadiine in modem 1 

Havii^ at length got all ti^gs m rttkHnds, axii ^"^^^^ 
iippointed his eldell fba Edwaid g^tacdian bf th^ forFrance, 
' kingdofn) he failed from the pon of Onx/dl, in ^ 
Suffolk, Jufy 16, with a galbnt fleet and afmy '^ 

At his Arrival on the continent, bjt i;rlis fai" frdtH ftn4$ bliK 
' finding his allies fo ready and witting to cMsit t^pod 
aftfon as he expected, prefenting him with diffi^i^ 
tnnlries, fcmples^ and excufes^ kiftead of troop^i 
^is obliged hltxi to fpiend this whole year in tie^ 
gotiations. To remove the fdtrples of the Fb^ 
tnings about fighting againft their liege lord tlw; 
king of France, he aflfumed, iflter much hefitation^ 
the dangerous title of king ^ France ^K That hfe 
ini^ht hlave a pretence iot commandihg the Oer- 
man princes, he obtained from the emperor, hi 
kn interview he had with that prince September a, 
the title of vkur if the mpln^% To fome xk 
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MJi^H^ lift ^^es he granted achraatages ia trade, to others 
honours, and to all. large iums of moaey ^ whkfai 
fo ezfaaufted his treafures, diat he afl^ed and obtain* 
ed^freJb iupplits^ from a parliament vhich was hdd 
iSbh year ia Ins abfence ^^ At length, with much 
diffioilty jmd ' great expence, he hnK^ht . all^ bis 
a!lies to agcw to rendezvous with their troops nes^ 
^tear hj July 8^ in orfk^ to begin the war by the 
fiege of Cambray. That Edward might be near 
it hand to keep his allies ileady,' and quicken their 
pcsparations, he fpent the i»nter at Ajitwerp. 

But after all his laboursand expepces, Edward 
fottad his "^Uies flill dilatory and irrefolute, and in- 
fetiable in their demands for money ; which obliged 
hum not only to jlretch his credit to the utmoft 
iH^ borrowings but alfo to pa^n his queen's jewels ^°. 
It was sdK>ut the middle of September before he 
iiouldbri^g bis army into the field ; and when he 
j^roached; t|ie confines; of. France, the coi^nts of 
I*I^mjur :an4 Hainault refufed to march any further, 
andoredrqd with their forces ^'. After this defedion', 
Jildward had flill an arAiy of 47,900 men, with 
which kf J^vaged the countries of Cambrefis and 
yermawdoi?^% , 

^ thiiipf, who, had .lufficient warning of this for- 
-^jipiidable invafio9,^ had i)ot beei\ indolent in pre- 
paring ifor his own d<sfence. He had formed alli- 
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vices with the king of Bc^mia a&d Navifre, die AJ).Wi9- 
edukes of Brittany, Lorraine^ and /Luftria^ ^c pA- ^^'"V 
latine of the Rhine, the bifh^p of Liege, tite 
counts of Deuxpont, Vairdeiildnt; Geneva, and ^ 
fome others, and no>^ appeaYed at the head of ah 
army of 100,000 men< The two armies lay f3« 
veral weeks^ within a ffew leagues of ^ne another ; 
and even faced eadh other feveral days in the field 
ii^ order of battle. But Philip keeping on the d^* 
fenfive, as unwilling to hazard his crown and Idn^^ 
dom in an engagement; and EawaM finding no 
opportunity of attacking a force fd much fuperior 
to advantage,, both arniies retired into' winter* 
quarters without haviog come to adion *K Thtta 
ended this firft campaign, in which £dwatd reaped 
iiQ real advantage from all the immenfe ftrmtf of 
tnoney which he had eatpended^ and a prodigtooa 
ddi^t of 3oo,oooL which he had. <^>nlraift^ *^ : It 
circumftance which would have difcoufaged.a prince 
of lefs refolution from proceeding afoy fiurther in fo 
ruinous an undertaking. . . 

. Among other engagements into whiph Edward a.d«ij4os 

had entered with his allies, this was oney^UMit to fetiTrn'iftt 
leave the continent till the war was ended./ But Sngiantf. 
this engagement he now found it impoffible to 
perform, his prefence being itidifpenfably neoeflary 
in England to procure fuppUes for carryiag^oQ ^ 

war. Having therefore left his queen» andinfaatt 
fon Lionel, ^rwards duke of Clarence^ with four 

Ss-Froiflaity I. i. c. 4i| 4%, 4). • Hemiog. p4 397***|i9ii W«U 
ijfig. p. 14'}. *4 Cot. AbrHg. p. 17. 
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AJ>.fs40- «|fls»at Antwerp, ai hoibgfis for hk return vitkb 
^wr.-^iT ^ ^^ ^^ Midfonuncri he fet out for England^ 

and landed at Han^ch, Febrtiary ti*K 
l^H. ' 'Though the pMfJe of England, dastzled with 
the profped of cDsquering France, had latelf 
.made more liberal and frequent grants in parlia^ 
mcnt than on any foftaer occafion, feeing no end 
•of new demands, they began to be a little more 
backward. At a parliament which had be^ h^ld 
^in Odbber laft year^ the knights of (hires reftifed 
.to agree to an a^ propofed by the barc^s, till they 
had confulted their conftituents; and titne was al- 
Jowed them to the 20th January this year for tha(r 
^nurpofe* When they met in January they agfeed 
JO the aidy bnt clogged it with tery hard conda-' 
'^tioaa*^* On ibt king^s arrival a new par&tnent 
vWas flinmumed to meet lubrch 99^ before which 
4ie liaid a tery affeCting reprefeAtation of his na- 
:€effities. He told them, that, without a very 
large fopply, all his defigns would be ruined, and 
himfelf diilK>noured; that he was obliged to return 
jbo Bruflels^ and to ftay diere till all the debta which 
lie hod-^oRtiaded abroad were paid. The parlia- 
•- « ment, . moved with this reprefentatbn, granted him 
the math iheaf, fleece, and hmb, of all their lands 
fdr two years ; and the dtixens and burgefies grant- 
ed a ntesh of tbeir moveable, according to their 
ttal. valuer- befidet a very great addition to the 
cnftcma. on. wool^ W0ol*£dUs^ kath^, and otbet 

<' R]mier» vol. 5* p.* i^oVHt* '7<« . 
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goods. In eonlidenttion of this ample fupply» the A^>«i4»' 
kmg remitted feme old debts, and reKuquiihed the 
feudal aid for knighting his eldeft fon and marry- 
ing his eldeil daught^^r Some time after the 
clergy granted a tenth of their revenues for three 
years. For a prefent fupply of money, the kin^ 
borrowed great fums from merchants and others, 
particularly twenty thoufand marks from the city of 
J-ondon**. 

£dw9rd having collected as much money as he ^^'^ 
could in England, began to think of returning to viaory at 
the continent, agreeable to his engagements, and ^*** 
in order to bring his army into the field. But be* . 
fore he embarked, he received intelligence that a 
French fleet of 400 fail was waiting near Sluys to 
intercept him \ To prevent this, he colleded a 
fleet of 260 (lout fhips, in which he (ailed from ^ 

Orwell, June 22, towards the coaft of Flanders, 
^bout ten in the morning on Midihmmer-clay, the 
two fleets engaged off the harbour of Sluys, wh^e 
a moil obfUnatk and bloody battle was fought^ 
But the Englifli fleet having gained the wind of 
the enemy, and their arehers and other troops, ani^ 
mated by the prefence and example of their heroic 
king, fighting with irrefiftible bravery, they at 
length obtained a moft glorious and complete vic- 
tory. Thirty thoufend French were killed iti the 
a&ion, or drowned in attempting to get on fhore ; 
ftoo of thar fliips were taken } and Edward, "with 

^7 Knyghfooy p, 1576. ^Heming. p. 31S, 119. 
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A^p.i£4^' Jiiavt&oFibus fleet, entered die: harbour of Sluyt 

aext day in triumph •**• 

iWi nct^ ^^^ viftory w»s of great advantage to Ediirar4*$ 

jpryt (a£&ir^ both 4t home and abroad. A parliament 

which met foon after at Weftminfter took every 

poffible methoji to ha{len the payment of the great 

iuppUes latiply granted, to enable the king to purfue 

|iis good fortune* His allies were animated with 

fuch uncommon ardour and unanimity, that on the 

9th day of July (as he wrote to his parliament) he 

faw himfelf at the head of a gallant army of 

if 00,000 men, befides a body of 40,000 Fle« 

mings*'. 

W^cctCp . Very high ezpe£t.ations were entertained from 

ward*s* thefe two powerful, armies, commanded by fo 

•^fl"** brave and fortunate a prince as Edward, and ifo 

wife and experienced a general as Robert d'Artois* 

But die event was not agreeable to thefe exped- 

ations. The Flemifli army formed the fiege of 

St. Omers on July 22, but being compded chiefly 

of mechanics unufed to arms, (hey made little 

progre& in the fi^e ; and on the firft fally of tht 

garriibn, they were feized with a panic, and en- 

tirely difperfed, never to be rallied^% 

Stfgt of Edward advanced at the head of his army, and 

ournay. ^^^^ ^^ ^^ p£ j^^ ^^ g^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^y ^ 

TouiDay, ppe of the richeljt and moil: populous 
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cities of Flackers, zeaknifiy attached to .the-Fiefiifi A.P.<3^ 
intereft. Philip having received intal%ence df '-^-"^"-^ 
this defign^ had put 14,000 of {lis bravelb- troops, 
under fooiis of his beft officeFS, into Tournay, wha^ 
with 1 5,000 of the inhabitants in arms, formed ^ 
garrifon which baffled all the efforts of the be- ,• '. 
fiegers^^ 

The king of France, attended hy the kings of '^^fj*'^'* 
Scotland, Bc^emia, and Na,var{e, jand an illu^ anUPhi^ 
trious train rof many other princes, - with a very {jj^J/"* • 
powerful army, remained ^t fpme diftance .from 
Tournay in great tranquillity. When; the two 
armies were in this fit nation, Edward fent a chal^ 
lenge to his enemy, giving him only th^ name 0$ 
Philip de Valois, propofmg to decife the %Harr4^ 
by iingle combat, or with one hundred men qjh. 
each fide, or by a general engagem^it. - To thiji 
challenge. Philip returned a difdainful ^nfwer^ r^^' 
proaching Edward with the violation of }ii$^oad| 
of homage, and rebellion againft his liege lord ^t» : 

Edward, defpairing of taking Tournay by- force, TT^^I 
turned the fiege into a blockade, in hopes of r^* gmt. 
ducing it by femine. - In this he would jMrotoably, *"^** 
have fucceeded, if many of the inhabitaots jiad tiof^ 
been permitted to retire through the quarters of .t&e 
duke of Brabant. At length, howierer^ the placer 
vf,^ rieduced to great diftrdCs for w^ of |)rovi£i0ti$;. 
of which Philip being ii^ormed,. be advanacfii wifhr 
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^D.i}4c>. hit army \i4^!ua three kagitet, in hc^ea of coiiTey- 
■^■^"^ ^'"'^ ing into it fomQ. relief. When the two aimiee 
were fo ne^r each other, frequent fldnnifiies 
happened, and a general engagement was daily 
expe£led •*. 
Tniw When things were in this critical pofture, a 

^/ ^ ' powerful giiediatrix ^nterpofed, and prevented the 
further eSufion of blood. This was Jane countefs- 
dowager of Hainault, mother-in-law to the king 
of England, and fifter to the king of France; who 
)>revailed with thefe two princes, to agree to a cef* 
&tion of hoftilitieg for three days, and to appoint 
plenipotentiaries to treat of an accommodation in 
tiiat time. The plenipotentiaries met accordingly ; 
imd on the laft day of the ceifation, September 25, 
(soncluded a truce, which was to continue from that 
time to the 15th of June next year. By this truce, 
jn which the Scots were included, if they pleafed, 
all hoftilities were immediately to ceafe, and every 
thing to remain in its prefent ftate ^. 
J*J|J^ This truce was highly advantageous and agree* 
^ini^ able tp the )dng of France, who th^eby gain^ 
9kUhis et^ds without any hazard. It was no le& 
peroiciovis ^nd difpleafing to the king of England, 
wlkD w^ thereby deprived of all the fruits of all his 
tpib and expenoest But as it had been negotiated 
by his cfabf tJliBS^ to whom he was deeply indited, 
^ho \M0 weavy of the war, atid unwilling to fi^t, 
he found himfelf ^der ^ nece^ty of confenting 
IP it. 

f 5 Knygbtofiy col. 459S. «• R>nier^ t. $* p. 205— S9Q« 
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One d^eiigti df this truce was to jtfortf time to AJD-ij^Si* 
n^gdtiate z' peace; and coinmiiiionen from both K^g6tfa-^ 
idags met at Arras, and treated of that matter in **<>"• ^ f 
prefence of the pope's legates, who afted as media- 
tors. But though Edward was now very moderate 
In his demands, infiffmg only on being e^ccufed 
Inrni doing homage for his French dominions, 
Tllifip would make no conceflions, and even re- 
fbfed to ti^t till Edward had laid alide the title 
and arms of king of France, and renounced all 
his claims to that crown ; which rendered thefe nego* 
tiadons of peace ineffed:ual. The commiflioners 
however prolonged the truce to 125th June 1342 ^\ 

Though one parliament lad year had granted 
very liberal fupplies, and another had made feveral 
wife regulations for converting them into money, 
and remitting them to the king, thofe entrufted 
with the execution had aded with fo little diligence 
or fidelity, that few remittances had been made, 
which was one great caufe of the backwar4nefs of 
the allies, and the mifcarriage before Toumay. , 
As foon therefore as Edward could difengage him- 
felf after the conclufion of the truce, being greatly 
chagrined at his debts and difappointments abroad, 
and at the negligence of his fervants at home, he 
haftened with great fecrecy towards the fea-coaft, 
and embarking, landed November 30, about mid- 
night, at the Tower of London, which he foun4 
quite unguarded ^'r 

*' Ryj«CK» %%• V^ %^%* US'* *M* Froifldift^ U i* c« ^4. 
9* W^alfing. p. 155. 147. Heming, pf %%6y %%7. RyflMr^ t« 5. 
Ai«t€. Angkia Sacra, t. |, p. »o. 
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jiJX.f%4^ The fifft ftorm of his indigfitdoii fell a^on thofe 
tdwarA ^^^ ^^^ ^ cuftody of tfaat fortre&y who were att 
rmiihet itnprifonecL He then fent for the bifliop of Chi^ 
iiift fef. chefter lord chancellor, and the bifhop of Litchfield 
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lord treafurer, who not being able to exculpatd 
themfelves to his fatisfa&ion^ 'were deprived of 
thefe high offices^. Many other great ofli^a^ 
judges, clerks of chancery, &c. of which foiii^ 
were clergymen, were apprehended and put jm 
prifon '^. 
E^trard's Xhc greatcft delinquent, and the chief objeft of 

witharth* the king's refentment^ efcaped his hands. This 
StnSord ^^ J^^^ Stratford archbilhop of Canterbury, who 
had a£ted as prime minifter in England in the king's 
abfcnce. This prelate had been a great promoter 
of the war with France, encouraging the king to 
undertake it, by promifing to fumifli him with 
conftant fupplies of money ^\ But being gained 
(as it is fuppofed) by the pope, who favoured 
Philip, he had afted in a manner very inconfiftent 
with his promifes, retarding rather than forwarding 
the fupplies "*. ' 
Frefomp. The archbifiiop, dreading the king's difpleafure, 
arch. retired to Canterbury; an4 when he was invited to 
**^F» cpurt, refufed to come. At the fame time he 
commenced a moft flaming patriot, and zealous 
defender of the immunities of the church, in order 

99 Walfing. p. X47 — 150. / 

■00 Id. ibid. Anglia Sacra, vol. x. p. soi 11, } 

'o' AngKa Sacra, vol. t, p. 14* 
>«^ Rymer, Vol. 5. p« %%$• ^^« H^* ^ Ang«<8iic.«ToK Uf^^\,'^7 
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to gain the people and clex^ to hh iiUereik In A^^ny* 
this ipirit he ^lorote oiie letter to^he langy another 
to the chancellor, and a third to the council, diarg« 
ing them, in. not very rdpedful terms. With violat- 
ing the great charter, and the immunities of the 
church, by ^mprifoning clerks; and threatening 
^em all, except the king and royal family, vidi 
excommunication, if they did not immediately re« 
leafe the imprifoned clergymen. In the fame ftraia 
he wrote to all the bifliops of his province, exhort- 
ing and commanding them to publifh excommum* 
cadons againfl; all who violated the charters, and the 
immunities of the church, by imprifoning or doing 
any injury to clerks ***'• 

The king and his council, perceiving by thefc A^O.mt. 
.proceedings of the primate, that he defigned to tnd^mil 
rkife a flame in the kingdom, and imitate his jJJ^^*^[ 
fadious predeceflbr Becket, refolved to ^Gt againft rei. 
him with prudence and firmnefs. To deprive him 
of his popularity, a manifefto was publiflied in the 
king's name, charging the archbi&op with trea- 
chery,— ingratitude, — giving the king ill advicei, 
I— embezzling hi^ revenue$,-^and feveral other 
. crimes "*• To this manifefto the archbifliop pub*- 
liflied a mo/t infolent reply ;« calling /it ajcand^ous 
libel, telling the king in plain tertn$, that the fa^ 
cerdotal was fuperior to the regal pQ^er, and flatly 
denying ^ the prigies laid tQ h^ charge ****. For 

^y Ani^tft Ssfrt. vol. t. p» ti*^*.^ . WtlBiir* P».X5«=-««h 
Heming. p. 31<*-344> 

•5»4 Walfing, p. 1^4. i»5 Anglla |^acK^ voJ« I. p. %j. 
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AJ>.f $4f . this an informatioti t)eing preferred agaiiift him ki 
""^'^ the exchequer, he* declined the jurifdi^on of the 
<DUrt9 and appealed to parliament. A parliament 
accordingly met, April 23, at Weftminfter. The 
archbi(hop9 fupported by his fuffragans and feme 
temporal lords, attempted feveral times^to take his 
place in parliament; but was nbt permitted to do 
it till the charge againft him had been examined. 
:This firmneis of the king at length oTercame the 
haughtinefs of the pKnmate, and obliged him to 
make his fubmiflion publicly in the pamted cham- 
ber; upon which he was admitted to take his feat, 
and a committee was appointed to examine his 
anfwers, and report their opinion to the next par- 
liament "^^ But as this parliament did not meet 
till two years after, the archbiftiop had before that 
time fo effectually recondled himfelf to his fo- 
* vereign, that all proceedings againft him were 
cancelled. Thus ended this violent conteft be- 
tween the crown and the mitre, which at its be- 
ginning feemed to threaten more ferious confe^ 
quences. 
J**^* Edward^s rafti and imprudent fcheme of con- 
ceit hm. quering France by the hands of mercenary alUes, 
Who had no immediate intereft in the event of the 
war, and did not really defire its fuccefs, had in- 
volved him in very great difficulties. -In prole* 
outing this fcheme, he had loft almoft all ins con- 
quefts in Scotland— had drained England of its 
4noney, aiKt tnoft valuable commodities — had 

• * * l«6 Ai^glfi Sacra, p, 39, 40. 
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ftrq>ped himfelf of his . ii!adem» and his queea of A«R«H** 
h^r jewels, which were laid id pawn-'^and had - 
contraded a gfeat load of debt^ tiirhicb was daily 
incresUing by exorbitant iatereit^ without having 
conquered one foot of gix)und» or made the leaft 
progrefs in. his defign. To complete Ikis vexation 
and perplexity, he now beheld thofe allies, oil 
whom he had laviibed all his trcafurcs, abandon* 
ing hioi one after anotlier, as foon as they ob» 
ferved his coffos were enipty. All thefe circum- 
ilances would probably have di(couraged him from 
profectiting his claim to the crown <^ France^ if an 
4mcicpe£led event had not happened, which revived 
his hopes. 

Arthur II. duke of Brittany, had by his firft S^ 
wife three ions, John, Ouy, and Peter; and by of Brie 
hk fecond wife rtie fon^ named John de Mount* **"^' 
fort,' from the name of his mother's family. Ar* ^. 
thur had been fucceeded by bis eldeft fon John IlL 
whd died this year April 30, without iffite. Guy^ 
the fecond fon of Arthur, had died about ten years? 
before; but had left one daughter, named Jane* 
Peter, the third fon of Arthur, h^d died young 
ivithout iffue ; aSid John de MountfiDrt, the fon of' 
Arthur by his fecond wife, was ftill allve^ John 
111. deiirous to Jirefervcf his country from the 
thiferies of a difputed fucceiiSon^ had married hb ' 
niece Jane^ the daughter of his brother Guy, to 
Charles de Blois, nephew to the king of France, 
and got Charles to be fortiially ackfK)wledged bf 
the ftates of Brittany zs his prefiimptive heir and 

TuctelJbr 
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A.O.f34t. facceflbr in tbat duchy ^^ John dc Moontfoit 
nude ni>oppofitioa to this^ defignation during the 
life of John III. but as foon as that prince died, 
he declared himfelf his fucceflbr, feized his trea^ 
fureSy and by- various means got poflefEon of fe- 
veral of the ftrongeft towns of Brittany; whilfl: 
XI!harles de Blois, not imagining he had ajoy rivals 
"was gone to Fans to perform homage and receive 
inveftiture. 
Mount- But though Mountfort had gbt thefe advantages, 

aiNiurance ^^ ^^ ^^^^ fenfible that he could not maintain 
with Ed. poflcKQon agalnft his rival Charles, favoured by 
the ftates of Brittany, and fupported by the king 
of France, without the aiSftance of fome very 
^ powerful ally. Edward king of England was both 

moft likely and mofl able to afford hiih that aifiil- 
ance : he haftened over to England, therefore, and . 
entered into a drift alliance with E<hrard for .the 
advancement of their feveral claims *°*. 
Mount- John de Mountfort, foon after his. return to 

capes from Nantes, received a fummons to attend the court 
Parii. of the peers of France, to fhew his title to the 
duchy of Brittany. This fummons. he impriu- 
dently obq^ed, and was commanded ^by Philip not 
to leave Paris for fifteen days; in which time his 
caufe ftiould be determined. But Mountfoit, juftly 
apprehenfive of being feized, made hisefcape ou$ 
of Paris^ in difguife, and got fafe to Brittany 
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A few days after this efcape, the Qotirt of p^ri AiPrxjin 
determmed this great patiie/ aad adjudged the Brittany* 
duchy of Brittany to beloHg toCbaries de Blois J^^^h^j^t 
in right, of his wife. .Charles having obt^ed deSiois. 
this fenteace in his favour, and, which wa^ pf niorfi JJj|,^uIft:*^ 
cgn/iequence, an army from the king of France to ^ort )>n« 
piit it in ej{:ecu|ion, marched into Brittany^ and was 
fQ fortunate as to take the city of Nan^y, and the 
pgrion of his rival, about the end of October. 
J^ountjbrt was fent to Paris, and (hut up in the 
t^wer of the Louvre "^ 

; ThQ captivity of this priijKre feemed to put, an ^^J"^} 
c^d to his pret^nfioos to the/ duchy of Brittany,' June* 
wd to the hopes of Edward frorti bis alUaace- But Sr^^Twiff- 
both thefe were revived and fupppried by a pei£)n 
6^01 whom it could not have hem ^±pe£bcd. Xlw 
was Jane, wife of the imprifoiif^d/Mountfort, ^d 
fider to the earl of Flanders, one gf the moft iK 
luftrious heroines in the lilts of fame. Thiaprinc^, 
roufed by the captivity of h^r hufband and th» 
impending ruin of her family,^ afTembled the inha^ 
kitant$ of Rennes, where (he then reiided} and, 
holding her infant fon in her arms, harang-ued 
them in a ftrain at once fo bpld and fo aSeSingi 
that they' were feized with the ftrongeft political 
enthufiafoi, and declared their refolutipn to Hv9 
and die in her defence. Having made aprogreft 
through the other towns of Brittany, and isfpired 
4heir inhabitants with the fame paffiohate seal for 
:the interefts of herJamily, ihe . went, aod ihut herr 

m 
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AJ>nsAu Calf up in die poft of HefmeboiKe, expeding the 

})romifed . ftt€Courg from England '"« 
A.D.1J44. 'iijg Englifli fleet, commanded fey fir Walter 
ti^iMnio Manny, did not M till the beginning of Joly, and 
%^<^n/« met with a tedious paffage, which expded the iU 
luftrious heroine to whofe affiftance it was foit to 
the greateft dangers, and gave her an opportunity 
of performing the moft glorious exploits. She was 
befieged in Hennebone in the fpring by Charles de 
Bloit, who pu0ied the fiege with all poffible ar* 
• dour, in hopes of taking the countefs prifonef, 
and thereby puttmg an end to the wan But all 
his efforts were in vain. The ganifon and inha^ 
l»tants, animated by the prelence and example of 
their female commander, who appeared on the 
walls coo^etdy armed, and was foremoft in every 
danger, repelled ail his affaults. At one time, 
flie broke through the befieging army with about 
soo horfe; and in a few days returning with a 
Ifdnforcement^ cut her way into the town/ But at 
length the walls of the place were fo (hattered, 
that it was no longer tenable; and the bifhop of 
Leon was appointed to fettle the terms of capitu* 
lation widi Charles. In this critical moment tht 
countefs mounted a high tower, and looking 
eagerly towards the fea, diicemed a fleet at a dis- 
tance; upon which ihe cried out in a tranfport of 
joy, Succours! fuccours! the Englifli fuccours! 
no capitulation! She was not miftaken: the Eng^ 
h&L fleet Xoon after entered the barbourj landed 

8 . ' the 
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the army^ and obKged Charles to raife th^ ^-'4 t! / 
fiege"\ * 

Though thefe fuccours which now arrived un- Expedi- 

~o , ^ tion into 

der Sir Walter Manny delivered the heroic countefs Brittany# 
from danger, they were not fufEcient to enable her 
to face her enemy in the open-field, or to prevent 
him. from taking feveral towns. She therefore 
^eameftly folicited further afiiftance from England; 
and Edward, determined not to abandon fo brave 
and faithful an ally, failed from Sandwich Odober 
5, with a conliderable fleet and army to her aid "'. 
He landed his troops without oppofition; and 
though his army did not exceed 12,000 men, he 
divided them, and undertook at once the fieges 
of Rennes, Nantz, and Vannes : an imprudent 
meafure ! which rendered all his attempts feeble 
and unfuccefsful, and gave his enemies time to 
GoUeft their forces. Accordingly John duke of 
Normandy, eldeft fon of the king of France, ad- 
vanced at the head of 40,000 men towards Vannes, 
where the king of England commanded the (iege 
in perfon "^ This obliged Edward to collefl: all 
his' troops, and entrench them ftrongly before 
Vannes, where he was foon after inv^fted by the 
French army. It muft be confeffed, that Edward 
and his little army were now in a very critical 
fituation ; furrounded by enemies on all hands, 
and depending for their fubfiftence on fupplies 
from England, which might be . retarded by 

r 
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A.D.1341. contrary winds, or intercepted by the. enemy's 

'"'^''^'^ fleet "^ 
* A.D.134% While the two armies lay in this pofture, in a 
. A truce ftatc of inadivity, the Ehglifh not daring to make 

conc^ t . ^^y attempt on Vannes in the prefence of the 
French army, and the French not daring to attack 
the Englilh in their entrenchments; two^ cardinals 
arrived to mediate a peace, or at leaft a truce. 
Thefe mediators brought about a truce between 
the kings of France and England, and their allies 
on both fides, to commence January 19, and to 
pontinue to Michaelmas in the year 1346: dur- 
ing which time a congrefs fhould be held, in the 
pope's prefence for a general peace. By the arti- 
cles of this truce, all prifoners were to be fet at 
liberty on both fides : all places, both in Brittany 
and elfewhere, were to remain in the hands of 
their prefent poffeffors, except Vannes,, which was 
to b« fequeilered in the hands of the two cardinals, 
to be delivered by them, at the expiration of the' 
truc«, to whom they pleafed "*. This truce was 
confirmed with great folemnity by the oaths of both 
kings, and of many of their chief nobility; after 
which Edwaid embarked with his army, and 
having had a tedious and ftormy paifage, landed 
at Weymouth March 2 "^ 

Confer. "^ parliament, which had been fummohed be- 

cnccs for a fore Edward's arrival, met at Weftminfter April 28, 

. peace Inef- 
feaual, »«s Frojffart, 1. I.e. 98. 

^^^ Rymer, vol. 5* p* 346* 35a. Avefl)ury. p. 100. WaMing, 
p, 159. 

"7 Rymer, vol. 5. p. 357. Avefbury* p. 109, Knyghton, 
col. 1583. 
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before whom he laid the truce which had .been A.D.1343- 
lately concluded^ and aiked their opinion and ad- 
vice concerning the propofed negotiations for a 
peace. The lords and commons having feparately 
deliberated on that fubjeft, came into the royal 
prefence in the White chamber on May i , where 
the lords firft declared their approbation of the 
truce, and advifed the king to fend commiffioners 
to treat of a peace before the pope. Then the 
commons, by fir William Truffel, declared alfo their 
approbation of the truce, and of negotiations for 
a peace, and advifed tlie king to accept of a rea- 
fonable one, if he could obtain it; but if he could 
not, they promifed to aflill him with all their power 
in maintaining his quarrel "^ The king in con- 
fequence of this advice, appointed Hugh Spenfer 
lord of Glamorgan, Ralph de Staflford barorr, 
William de Norwich dean of Lincoln, William • 
Truffel knight, and Andrew de OfFord profeffor 
of civil law, his commiffioners (to whom he after* 
wards added others) to treat of peace with the 
commiffioners of Philip de Valois before the pope, 
as a common friend, but not as a judge "^ Thefe 
conferences were accordingly opened at Avignon^ 
where the pope then refided, O&ober 22, and 
continued to November 29, when they broke up 
withouY effisd; though. the pope feems to have 
laboured with great earneftnefs for a peace. 

In the mean time, each party made bitter com- The truce 

"II K 

.plaints againft the other for violating the truce; which- ferved. 

^^5 Ryraer, vol. 5. p. 471, "9 Id, ibid. p. 366. 58*. 
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'A.D.1S+3. feems to have been very ill obferved qn both 
fides "^. On the one hand, Hiilip had detained 
John de Mountfort ftill in prifon, contrary to an 
article of the truce, and had feized and put to 
death feveral noblemen of Brittany, who he fuf- 
peded had fecretly deferted his intereft and em- 
braced that of his enemy "'. On the other hjind, 
Edward had endeavoured to ftrengthcn his own 
party and that of Mountfort in Brittany, and had 
encouraged the inhabitants of Vannes to expel the 
garrifon of the cardinals, and declare for Mount- 
fort. 
A.D.I 344. It being now evident that the war would be re- 
tionTfor H^wed, both parties endeavoured to ftrengthen 
^^f- themfelves as much as poffible. It was with this 

■ ' view that Edward proclaimed in all countries of 
Europe, a grand tournament or round-table, to be 
celebrated at Windfor in the beginning of this 
year,. that he might have an opportunity of engag- 
ing many brave knights in his fervice"*. He 
alfo fummoned a parliament to meet at Weft- 
minfler June 7, and reprefented to them, by his 
chancellor, that Philip de Valois had violated the 
• truce in no fewer than feven articles, stad defired 
their advice what was to be done on that occafion. 
The parliament entering warmly into the king's 
views, advifed him to be no longer abufed by ill- 

• 

^^oRymer, vol. 5, p. 367. 387, 394. 

1*1 Froiffart, 1. i. c. loo. Knyghton, col. 21583. Avcibury. 
p. 114. 

\%i Walfing. p. 164. FroiiL 1« x. c. xoi. . Aflimole, fol. \%%, 
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oMcrved truces, but to profecute the war with A.D.1344. 
vigour, till he obtained an honourable peace ; and ~^'^*~^ 
to enable hinl to follow this, advice, they gi^uated 
him an aid of two fifteenths from the counties, and 
two tenths from the cities and burghs. The clergy 
of the province of Canterbury, at the fame time, 
granted him the tenths of their livitjgs for three 
years "^ He alfo ufed another means of filling 
his coflFers (frequently praftifed in thofe times), 
by fummoning all the gentlemen in England who 
had 40 1. a year to come, by Aug'uft i o, to re* 
ceive the honour of knighthood, or pay a fum of 
money to be excufcd "^ 

Edward having publifhed a manifefto, contwfi- War with 
ing his reafons'for renewing the war before the ex- ^/^***"' 
piration of the truce, fent a fmall reinforcement 
into Brittany to affift the partifans- of John de 
Mountfort, and a greater ,body of troops into 
Guienne, under his coufin Henry of Lancafter 
earl of Derby, and fome other Englifh noble* 
men"^ The earl of Derby acquired great ho. 
nour to hunfelf and to the Englifli arms, by tak. 
ihg many towns, and defeating the French army 
commanded by the count de Tlfle, though greatly 
fuperior to his own in numbers "^ After thefe 
fucceffes, Derby put his little army' into winter- 
quarters at Bourdeaux, and returned to JEngland 
to folicit^a reinforcement. 

■»J Knyghton, col. 2584. Rymci', vol. 5. P..430., 

!*♦ Ryroei'y vol. 5. p. 416. 

"5 Froiflart, 1. 1. c. 103, Avefbury, p. 115 — iix. 
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The pope made fome propofals in the beginning 
of this year, for renewing the conferences for a 
peace ; but Edward, who had other defigns in view, 
declined giving his confent'**. John de Mount- 
fort, who had languiflied four years in prifon, made 
his efcape in February, by the afliftance of forae 
beggars, and foon after came over to England, 
where he did homage to Edward as king of France, 
for the dutchy of Brittany, on May 20, and returned 
in June with fome Englifli troops to fupport his 
pretenfions "'. By the afliftance of thefe troops 
he gained fome advantages, but did not long enjoy 
his liberty and good fortune, dying of a fever at 
Hennebon, on Septeniber 1 6, The earl of Derby, 
who returned to Guienne in June, made a cam- 
paign no lefs glorious and fuccefsful than the for- 
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About this time Edward conceived the hopes of 
obtaining the earldom of Flanders for his eldeft fon 
(lately created prince of Wales) by the intrigues 
of his great friend James d*Arteville the factious 
brewer of Ghent. To favour thefe intrigues he 
failed from Sandwich on July 3, accompanied by 
the prince of Wales and a fplendid train of Eng- 
lifli noblemen, and landed at Sluys. But this pro- . 
jeQ: was difconcerted by the death of d^Arteville, 
.who was torn in pJeces, July 17, by his gn^t friends 
the mob of Ghent, whofe paflions had taken a dif- 
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ferent turn "^^ The tnifcamage of this fchcme put A.D.iU5 
an end to all thoughts of invading France from the 
fide of Flanders, and Edward fetumed to Englaiad 
July 26'^'. 

It rnuft appear furprifing, that the earl of Derby A.D.1346. 

was permitted to carry on his conquefts in Guienne prepaVes a 

for two years with little oppofition. This was fleet and 

probably owing to the diforder of the finances of amft the 

France at that time, and to the difHculties which !?'^*°^ 

' I)crby in 

Philip met with in eftablifliing feveral methods of Gafcony. 
filling his coffers. Thefe difficulties being now 
overcome, John duke of Normandy marched into 
Guienne, at the head of i oo,oog men^ and threat- 
ened the reduSion of that province '^V Edward 
being informed by the earl of Derby of this danger, 
prepared a great fleet and ftrong army for his relief,x 
and the prefervation of Guienne. But thefe pre- 
parations met with many interruptions and delays ; . 
and, even after the troops were embarked, the fleet 
(which cdnfifted of 1 000 fail) was detained at Portf- 
mouth from th^ begininng of June to the ipth 
July, by contrary winds/?^ 

Godfrey de Harcourt, a Norman nobleman, Edward 
having . been affronte4 and injured by the king of i3o?mVn. 
France, had lately fled to the court of England, and ^y* 
now held the fame place in the favour and confi- 
dence ofy Edward, which Robert d' Artois had for- 
merly poffeffed. This nobleman perfuaded Ed- 

' o Rymer, vol. 5. p, 474.. FroifT^ft, 1. i. c 16, 

Jj* Avefbury, p. i2». Kiiyghton, col. 2^%$, Walfing. p. 165. 

■1» FioUrart, c. i. c* 119. 

*-'i Rymer, vol. 5. p. 4.93. 50S. 514. 518, • Avcibury, p. 123. 
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AJ^fi4^s ^i^ard to change his defign, and, inftead of iailing to 
Guieime, where his tiieimes were ready to oppofe 
him, to invade Normandy, which was a very wealthy 
province, wholly unguarded, and would be a very 
valuable and eafy prey '^. Liftening to this wife 
advice, he failed from St. Helen's July lo, and 
landed at La Hogue in Normandy two days after. 
In this expedition he was attended by the prince of 
Wales, now fifteen years of age, by the flower of 
the Englifh nobility, 4000 men at arms, 10,000 
archers, and 18,000 foot ; an army not half fo nu* 
meroos as that with which he had formerly invaded 
France from the fide of Flanders, but far more 
formidable, as being compofed of his own fubjeSs, 
and wholly under his command. The troops had 
been fo Icmg on fhipboard that it was thought pro- 
per to allow them fix days to reft and refrefh 
themfelves before they entered upon adion'^** 
After this the fleet vifited the feveral fea^ports on 
the coafls, and deflroyed the fhipping: while the 
army, divided into three bodies, ravaged the open 
country, and took and plundered the towns, which 
were ill fortified and worfe defended. In a few 
weeks the troops coUefted * an immenfe booty, 
which was put on board the fleet, andfent into 
England '^ 
Bdward's ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Philip heard of this invafion, he fum- 
progrefs in moued all his alliesjwith all the military tenants of the 
^^orman- ^^.^^^^ ^f France, exccpt thofe in the army in Guienne, 

■J* FroilTart, 1. x.,c. i»i» i-^s Aveibury, p. i^^, 

n^ .FioiSatty It I. c. i»a— 114. Aveibury^ p. 123^-117. 
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to rmdezvous 'with their forces at Stk Dcnii ; and in A.D.134^: 

the mean time he marched in p^ribi35 at the head 

of all the troops he could coUe£i:, to Rouen, to {&» 

cure that capital. It was not long beforie the king 

of England appeared with his army in figbt of that 

city, with a deHgn to aflaulc it ; but not daring to 

pais the Seine iji the face of the French army, he 

marched along the banks of that river ^ plundering 

and burning all. the country to the very gates of 

Paris '^^ But he could no where find an opporta* 

nity of paffing the river ; all the bridges being 

broken down, and the enemy's army attending all 

his motions on the oppofite banks, with a defign to 

inclofe him in the country, and furround him and 

his army* 

Edward extricated himfelf by a ftratagem. Hav* Edward 
ing fecretly prepared materials for fcpainng the scine, and 
. bridge at PoMTy , he commanded his army to de* J^^ISs • 
camp, and march further up the river ; but itiftantly Flanders, 
returned, repaired the bridge, and pafled over his 
army with great celerity, while the enemy, having 
heard of his departure from Poifly, were purfuing 
their march up the river. Having thus pafled the 
Seine, and thrown the French anny behind him, he 
marched with great diligence towards Flandei^s, de- 
feating the militia of Amiens, and a party of men 
at arms belonging to the king of Bohemia,"' and 
burning the fuburbs of Beauvais in his march ^^. 

But when he approached the Somme, he found ^^^"^ 
himfelf in a more dangerous fituation than before* Somme. 

'57 FroiflTart, I. i. c. 12$, Avcibury, p. 117 — 129. 
^}° FroilTait^ 1. i. c. xi.5. R. de Ave{bury> p. 156. 
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AD. 134^. All the bridges on that river were broken down; 
an army commanded by Gondimar de Faye appear- 
ed on the oppofite bank to difpute his pafiage ; and 
the king of France was at his heels, at the head of 
100,000 men. In this extremity, he publiflied a 
reward of 100 nobles to any one who would fhew 
him a ford. A French peafant, named Gobin 
Agarre, tempted by the hopes of this reward, came 
to Edward, and promifed to conduct him to a ford 
between ^ Abbeville and the fea, which might be 
paffed at low water. Following this guide, and 
marching all night, the Englifh army arrived at 
the ford of filanchetaque about fun-rifing, Auguft 
94; where they paffed the river, beat the army un- 
der Gondimar de Faye, and encamped that night 
at Noyelle, and arrived the next day at Crecy *^*. 

Though Edward had thus far overcome all ob^ 
ftacles, and eluded or defeated all his enemies, he 
bftcame fenfible, that it would be extremely danger* 
pus to purfue his march, with an army fo much fu* 
perior to his own, efpecially in cavalry, hanging on 
his rear. He determined therefore to make a ftand, 
and to give his purfuers a check. For this purpofe, 
he chofe his ground with great judgment, on the 
gentle declivity of a hill, with a thick wood in his 
rear. He ordered deep entrenchments to be made 
on each flank, and waited with firmnefs the ap« 
proach of his enemies. 

The king of France dreading nothing fo much 
as the efcape of the Engliih, began the march of his 
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great army from Abbeville early in the morning, A.D,i34^ 

Auguft 26, and continued feveral hours with great 

eagernefs, till he received intelligence that the Eng- 

Ufti had halted, at Crecy, and were prepared to give 

him battle. He was advifed at the fame time, not 

to engage that day, when his troops were much 

fatigued with their march, and in great diforder; 

and he was difpofed to have taken this advice. 

But the difcipline^ of thefe times was fo imperfeft, 

that the orders given for halting were not obeyed ; 

and one corps of this mighty hoft impelling another, 

they continued advancing till they came into the 

prefence of their enemies in much confufion. 

Edward had employed the forenoon of this im- Englith 

, , , CH'dei of 

portant day in drawing up his army in the moft ex- b»ttte, 
cellent order in three lines. The firft line, which 
confided of 800 men at arms, 4000 Englifh archers^^ 
and 600 Welch foot, was commanded by his young, 
amiable, and heroic fon, the prince of Wales, af- 
lifted by the earls of Warwick and Oxford, and 
feveral other noblemen ; the fecond line, comppfed 
of 800 men at arms, 4000 halbardiers, and 2400 
archers, was led by the earls of Arundel sLnd North- 
ampton J the laft line or body of referve, in which 
were 700 men at arms, 5300 billmen, and 6000 
archers, was ranged along the fummit of the hill, 
and conduced by the king in peribn, attended by 
the lords Moubray, Mortimer, and others. 

When the army was completely formed, Edward E<»;^ard 
rode along the lines, and by his words and looks andencou- 
infpired his troops with the moft ardent courage army,^" 

and 
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iLD.T34<- and ftrongeft hopes of viflory^ He thai com- 

^ '~^\ msmded the cavahy to difinounty and the whole 

army to fit down upon the grafs, in their ranks, 

and refreih tbemfelves with meat, drinlc, and reft. 

As foon as the French artny came in view, they 

fprung from the ground, full of ftrength and fpirit, 

and ftood ready to receive them. 

French or. The king of France, affifted by the kings of 

battle* Bohemia and Majorca, the dukes of Lorraine and 

Savoye, and feveral other fovereign princes, with 

the flower of the French nobility, laboured to re- 

Ilore fome degree of order to his prodigious army, 

and drew it up alfo in three lines, but very indif- 

tinftly formed. The firft line was commanded in 

chief by the king of Bohemia; the fecond by the 

earl of Alenfon, the king of France's brother; and 

* the third by Philip in perfon ; and each of thefe 

lines contained a greater number of troops than the 

whole Englifli army. 

The battle of Crecy was begun about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, Auguft 26, by a great 
body of Genoefe crofs-bow men, in the French 
fprvice, who let fly their quarrels at too great a 
diflance to do any execution, and were prefently 
routed by a fliower of arrows from the Englifli 
archers. The earl of Alenfon, after trampling 
to death many of the flying Genoefe, advanced to 
the charge, and made a furious attack on that corps 
commanded by the prince of Wales. The ^arls of 
Arundel and Northampton advanced with the fe- 
cond line to fufl:ain the prince, and Alenfon was 

fupported 
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fupported'by as many troops as coald crowd to* his *A*D.t34^. 
afliflance. Here the battle raged for fome time 
with uncommon fury ; and the earl of Warwick, 
anxious for the fate of the day and the fafety of 
the prince, fent a meiTenger to the king, intreating 
him to advance with the third line. Edward, who 
had taken his ftand on a wind-mill on the top of 
the hill, from whence he had a full view of both 
armies, aiked the meiTenger, if his fon was un- 
horfed, or wounded, or killed; and being anfwered, 
that the prince was unhurt, and performing prodi- 
gies of valour, " Go then,** faid he, "and tell my 
" fon and his brav« companions, that I will not 
" deprive them of any part of the glory of their 
*' vlSory/* This flattering meffage being made 
known, infpired the prince and his troops with re- 
doubled ardour; and the king of Bohemia, the 
earl of Alenfon, and many other great mto being 
flain, the whole firft ahd fecond lines of the French 
army were put to flight. Philip, undifmayed at 
the ilaughter of his troops, and the fall of fo many 
^princes, advanced to the charge with the line un- 
der his immediate command. But this body fodn 
Iharcd the fame fate with the other two ; and Philip, 
after .having been unhorfed, and wounded in the 
neck and thigh, was carried off the field by John 
de Hainault, and fled with no more than five 
knights, and about fixty foldiers in his company, 
of all his mighty army, ' which at the beginning 
of the battle confifted gf more than 120,000 
men. Such was the famous viftory of Crecy, 

the 
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i^.D.i346- the greateft ever gained by any king of Eng- 

"^^"^^^^^ land'^. 

^f FH **^"a ^f^^^ the battle, the king flew into the arms of 

and the the prince of Wales, and grafping him to his bofom, 

Waics.^^ cried, in an ecftacy of joy, " My dear fon, you have 

this day ihewed yourfelf worthy of the knighthood 

which you lately received, and of the crown for 

which you have fo bravely fought ; perfevere in 

your honourable courfe." The prince, as modeft 

as he was brave, funk down on his knees, his face 

covered with blulhes, and begged his father's 

blefSng '^'. 

Loffofihe Edward continued with his army at Crecy three 

French.- . j j 

days, employed in numbering and burying the dead. 
The French had left on this bloody fcene the king 
of Bohemia, eleven other princes, 80 bannerets, 
1200 knights, 1500 gentlemen, 4000 men at arms, 
and 30,000 other foldiers ^^. 
Snccefsof Ncvcr did a more g:lorious year than this pafs 

theEngliih i i i r tT i.n 11 r 

in GuL over, the head or any Enghih monarch, the arms ot 
«nne. Edward being every where crowned with the moil 
brilliant fucceffes. In Guienne the duke of Nor- 
mandy had been obliged to raife the fiege cif AiguiU 
Ion with precipitation, on Auguft 20, after having 
loft a great part of his army before its walls,, in 
many vain afiaults ; and the earl of Derby made 



^♦o Froiflait, !. I. c. i«S, 119, 130, 131, 13*. Walfmg. p. i66. 
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hixnfelf mailer of that whole province^ with all its A.0.1346. 
ftrong places ^^K ^— -v-»*-' 

David Bruce, king of Scotland, having, at the ^^^>«* 
inftigation of France, invaded England with an king of 
army of 50,000 men, was, on Odober 12, at ^^p^^J^^f 
Nevil's crofs, near Durham, defeated in a great and taken 
battle, taken prifoner, and carried to the tower P*^*®"*'- 
of London '^. I'he parliament of England, 
dazzled with the luftre of fo many vidories, 
granted the king a very large fupply, to enable 
him to profecute the war w^th vigour. 

Edward marched his vidorious army from A.D.1347, 
Crecy, September 1 , through the Boulonnois, to- Q^f^^^f 
wards Calais, which he inverted on the 8th of that 
month ; and being well acquainted with its im- 
portance, he refolved to make himfelf matter of it ^ 
if poffible ; but foon found that it could not be 
taken by force, without the deftrudion of great mul- 
titudes of his men. He therefore turned the fiege 
into a blockade; and having made ftrong entrench- 
ments to fecure his army • from the enemy, huts to 
proteQ; them from the inclemency of the weather, 
and ftationed a fleet before the harbour to prevent 
the introduftion of provifions, he refolved to wait 
with patience till the place fell into his hands by 
famine. The befieged, difcovering his intention, 
turned feventeeii hundred women, children, arid 
old people, out of the town to fave their provifions ; 

»41 FroifTirt, t. i. c 134-, >35» *3^' 

»♦♦ Avtibury. p. 14a. Knyghton, p* 2590. Froiffart, 1. x. c, 137, 
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A.D.fl}47- and Edward had the goodnefs, after entertaining 
them with a dinner, and giving them two pence 
a piece, to fuffer them to pafs ^. 

J^ofy '» While Edward lay before Calais, his troops in 
Brittany, commanded by fir Thomas Dagworth, 
defeated Charles de Blois, June 20, and took him, 
with two of his fons, and many other noblemen, 
prifoners ^. 

Fniitleft Philip beheld the procrefs of the fie^e of Calais 

attempt to . *^ • . 

raife the with unfpeakable anxiety, and determining to make 
^^^* one great eflfort to fave il, he fummoned all his allies 
and vaflals to rendezvous at Amiens, in Whitfun- 
week. By this means he raifed an army of 1 50,000 
men, with which he approached the Englifti en- 
trenchments, July 27 ^\ But finding thefe en- 
trenchments impregnable, and every avenue to the 
town effeftually guarded, after fending , Edward 
" fome abfurd challenges to come out and fight him, 
he decamped, Auguft 2, marched back to Amiens, 
and diflbanded his army ^. 
Surrender The garrifon and inhabitants of Calais had by 
-' this time confumed all their provifions, and even 
eaten all the horfes, dogs, cats, and vermin, in the 
place, and were enduring the moft cruel extremi- 
ties of famine, in hopes of relief'*'. But when 
they beheld the retreat of the French army, thefe 
hopes entirely vanifhed j and the next day the go- 
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vemor John de Vienne appeared upon the \^aU&, ^•?-*^^: 
and offered to capitulate. Edward, greatly .in- 
cenfed at their obftinate refiftance, which had 
detained him eleven months under their walls^ at 
an immenfe esdpence both of men and money, fent 
fir Walter Manny, an illuilrious knight^ to ac« 
quaint the governor, that he would grant them no 
terms; but that they muft furrend^r at difcretion. 
At length, however, at the fpirited remonftrancas 
of the governor, and t^e perfuafions of fir Walter . 
Manny, Edward confented to grant their lives to 
all the garrifon and inhabitants, except fix of the 
principal burgefies, who jQiould deliver to him the 
keys of the city, with ropes about their necks. 
When thefe terms were made known to the people 
of <]lalais, they were plunged into the deeped dif* 
trefs } and after all the miferies they had fufiered^ 
they could not think without horror of giving up 
fix of their fellow-citizens to certain death. In 
this extremity, when the whole people were drown** 
ed in tears, and uncertain what to do, Euftace de 
Pierre, one of the richeft merchants in the place^ 
fl:epped forth, and voluntarily offered himfelf to be 
one of thefe fix devoted vidims. His noble ex^ 
ample was foon imitated by other five of the moft 
wealthy citizens. Thefe true patriots, barefooted 
and bareheaded, with ropes about their necks, were 
attended to the gates by the whole inhabitants^ 
with tears, bleflings, and prayers for their fafety. 
When they were brought into Edward's prefence, 
they laid the keys of the city at his feet, and falling 
on their knees implored his mercy in fuch moving 
Vol. Vn. R ' drains, 
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•A.n.ij47. ftrains, that all the noble fpeftators melted into 
tears. The king's refentment was fo ftrong for 
the many toils and loiTes he had fuffered in this 
tedious liege, that he was in fome danger bf for- 
getting his ufual huinanity; when the queen, 
falling . I upon her knees before him^ earneftly 
begged, and obtained, their lives. This great and 
good princefs conduced thefe virtuous citizens, 
whofe lives^ ihe had faved, to her own apartment, 
entertained them honourably, and difmiifed them 
Vilth prdfents '^^ 

Edward took pofleflion of Calais Augufl: 4, and 
in order to fecure a conquefl of fo great im- 
portance, and which had coil him fo dear, he 
found it neceiTary to turn out all the ancient inha*^ 
bitants, who had difcovered fo ftrong an attach- 
ment to their native prince, and to people it with 
Englifh '^'. Soon after this, negotiations for a 
peace or truce were fet on foot under the media- 
tion of the pope; and on September a 8, a truce 
was concluded between the kings of England and 
France, and their allies on both fides, to continue 
to July 8, next year ; which by fucceeding treaties 
was prolonged to 1355'^*. Edward having given 
all neceffary orders for repairing the fortifications 
of Calais, and appointed Almerie of Pavia; an 
Italian, who had gained his favour by feveral 
brave adions^ commander of ths^ place, he em« 

>5o FroifTart, 1. x. c. 146* R. de Aveibury, p. x66. 

»5i Ryiner> vol. 5. p. 575. 
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barked with his cjueen, the prince of Walei, and Ap.is^r* 
many noble perfons, and after a ftormy paffage 
landed at Sandwich Oftober 1 2 '". 

' It had been the wife policy of Edward to sic- A.D.i34>; 
quaint his parliament with all his proceedingsj 
and afk their advice on every emergency; by 
which he gained their confidence and fupport; 
Soon after his return, he fummoned a parliament 
to meet, January 14, at Weftminfter, whofe ad- 
vice he a&ed concerning the war with France 
(which was only fufpended by a fhort truce), and 
(concerning the beft means .of preferving the kt* 
temal peace of the kingdom. The cbmmons, 
who had paid very dear for the martial counfels 
they had formerly given, declined giving any ad^ 
Vice about the war, which they fufpeOied .would 
be followed by the demand of a fubfidy ^^\ This 
parliament not anfwering the king's views, whd 
Wanted an aid, though he had not the cbnfidence 
to afk it, he difmifled them ; and foon after fum- ' 
moned another to meet at the fame place, March 
17. Before this meeting he laid an alarming re- 
prefentation of mighty preparations making in 
France, with a defign, as he faid, to invade Eng- 
land, and deftroy the whole kingdom ; and de- 
manded an aid to enable him to avert this immi- 
nent danger. The commons, after very bitter 
complsunts of their extreme poverty, and of the 
late fevere ta:&ations, grsmted three fifteenths to be 

"51 Rymer, vol. 5. p- 594.. Walfing. p. 167* ' 
*54 Parliamentary Hift. vol. i. p. 468— i;*. 
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A«P.i34t. levied in three years, and appropriated to the 

charges of the war ***. 
Plot to be- Edward foon found that he had made a very 
dUcovtfcd. wrong choice of a governor for his new conqueft 
of Calais. That ungrateful and venal Italian had 
allowed himfelf to be corrupted by Geoffrey de 
Chamay, governor of St. Omer's, and engaged 
for a bribe of 20,000 crowns to betray the town 
and caftle into his hands. Edward received in- 
telligence of this intended treachery, fent for him 
to London, fhewed him' that he was acquainted 
with his guilt ; but promiiTed him a pardon, if he 
would proceed in his' plat, and betray the French 
into his hands. Almerie joyfully confented to this 
propofal, returned to his government, and in- 
formed Edward of the very hour when the French 
were to enter Calais. 
A.Dii349* The king, having received this intelligence, de- 
fetted/ parted fecretly from London with the prince of 
Wales, and embarked at Dover with 800 men at 
arms, and 1000 archers, under fir Walter Manny, 
with whom he was very privately admitted into the 
caftle of Calais. A few hours after his admiflion, 
a body of 1 00 French were let into the fame caftle ; 
and having delivered the 20,000 crowns to the 
governor, a party of Englifli ruflied upon them, 
killed fome and made the reft prifoners. Geoffrey 
de Chamay, with feveral brave knights, and a 
body of men at arms, were waiting in the mean 
time with great impatience at the Boulogne gate of 

Ui Parliament. Hlft. vol. i. p. ^Sg'^zyt, Knyghtoni •• »596. 

. the 



Cfe. I. $4- CIVIL AND MILITARY. »45 

the city, in expeSation of being admitted. But A.D.i349« 
when the gate was opened, they beheld, to their '~'''~^' 
great furprife, an Englifti army march out in order 
of battle to receive therii. Though the French 
were greatly difconcerted at this unexpefted fight, 
they fought for fome time with great refolution.. 
During this difpute, the king had a fierce conflifl: 
with Euftace de Ribeaumont, a brave knight, 
whom he obliged to yield ; and all the party were 
either killed or taken prifoners ^^. 

As Edward was a great admirer of perfonal va^ c^neroy 
lour, he ordered all the French knights and gen- Edward, 
tlemen to be feafted by the prince of Wales in the 
great hall of the caftle. The king entered the hall 
in the time of the banquet, and difcovered to hi§ 
prifoners, that he had been prefent in the late con- 
flifl:, and was the perfon who had fought hand to 
hand with the ficur Ribeaumont. U'hen addreffing 
himfelf to that gentleman, he gave him his liberty j 
prefented him with a chaplet adorned with pearls, 
which he defired him to wear for his fake ; and de- 
clared him to be the moft^ expert and valorous 
knight with whom he had ever engaged -"• 

Edward having divefted Almerie de Pavia of Edvrard 
his- command, of which he was fo unworthy, and England, 
beftowed it on fir John Beauchamp, returned 
with the prince of Wales to England, to enjoy 
fome repofe after fo many glorious toils and 
dangers. 

«5<5 Aytlbory, p. i8o'->i8a. Froiffart, I. i« c. 50, 51. 
*>7 FroiiHtrt. 1. 1. c, 1^0, 15^, i5»- 
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A.D.J 349. . The war between France and England was 
Great fufpcnded for almoft fix years by feveral truces '*'. 
pftiicncc. But the calamities of war were immediately fucr 
ceeded by a depopulating peftilence, which, in 
this and the fucceeding year, carried oflF incredible 
multitudes in all parts of Europe, and particularly 
in England '*^ Thofe who were feized with this 
plague commonly died in a few hours, and very 
few furvived three days. It raged with fo great 
violence in London, that 50,000 perfons were bu- 
ried in one year in one burial-place ^^. In a word, 
if we may believe fome writers, this dreadful dif- 
^afe fwept away, in lefs that two years, nine tenths 
of all the people of England, together with the far 
greateft part of the cattle of all kinds '*\ . But 
thefe accounts afe certainly very much exag* 
gerated. 
A.D.1350. While England was ^SBlGtcd with this deftruflive 
Naval peftilence, it was threatened with an invafion by a 
^* °'^* fleet of Spanilh pirates, confiding of forty very 
large fhips* Edward, full of fpjrit and adivity, 
thi^king this an enemy not unworthy of his own 
prefence, failed from Sandwich on board an Engliih 
fleet, attended by many of his chief nobility, in 
queft of thefe deftrudiye rovers. He came up 
with them, Auguft 29, oflF Winchelfey, where a 
fierce ponflid enfued ; 'm which the Spaniards were 

■" Rymer, vol. j, p. 660. 67JI. 690. 7»«. 725. 
t ^S9 R, de Aveibury, p. i77-*i79* KnyghtoD, c. %S9%» 
160 Stow^s Survey^ vol. »• p. 61. 
?fi« Id« ibid. p. 6i, Knyghton, p. 1699, Walfing. p. 16S. 
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defeated with great, flaugbter, and twenty-four of A.D.1350. 
their {hips taken '*^ 

A few days before this naval vidory, died p^'ilpj^ 
Philip de Valois, king of France, firnamed tl^e Valois. 
Fortunate^ a title which very ill agreed with the 
latter part of his reign. He was fucceeded by 
his cldeft fon John L a prince ftill more unfortu- 
nate than his father '^\ One of the firfl: ads of 
this king was, renewing the truce with England j 
which, however, was very ill obferved '^\ 

The aniraofity between the Englifli and French A,o.j35». 
was fo great, that neither the peftilence, which l^^^'**- 
had raged with great violence in both countries, 
nor the truce which fubfifted between them, could 
reftrain them from mutual hoftilities. For this 
re^on Edward complained to a parliameiit,^ 
which met in January A,D. 1352, that the 
French had been guilty of many violations of the 
truce ; and demanded their advice and affiftance 
^n avenging thefe injuries, and afl*^rting his claim 
to the crown of France. The conmions, after 
fome days fpent in deliberation, delivered to the 
king in full parliament, a roll, containing a grant 
of three tenths and three fiftieths, to be levied in 
three years, together with certain petitions, which 
they defired might be converted into laws. Tht 
aid was thankfully accepted, and the petitions 
moftly granted '\ 



i6t Walfing* p. 169. R. de Avefbury, p. 185. 

»*i Avefbury, p. 184. **♦ Rymtr, vol. 5. p. 690. 

>^' ParlUment. Hift. Yol. i. p.ft77* 
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A.D.ijp. It would be tedious to relate all the little fldr^ 

^^ionin miihes which had happened between the Englifli 

Briuany. j^^j French in Guienne, Brittany, the marches of * 

Calais, and other places, fince the commence* 

ment of the truce. But there was an afUon this 

year in Brittany of fuch importance, that it feems 

to merit a place in hiftory. The marfhal de 

Nefle, who commanded for the king of France 

and Charles de Blois in that duchy, furprifed and 

furrounded a body of Englifh troops, under iir 

W^ter Bently, Auguft 14, on the plain of 

Mauren, near Rennes. But the EngliOi fought 

with fuch aflionifhing valour, that they obtained a 

complete vidory^ killing the marihal himfelf, with 

eighty knights, and five hundred gentlemen, and 

taking a hundred and fixty knights and gentlemen 

prifoners'*^. 

A.D.1J53- - Notwithftanding all his glorious fucceflfes in 

Negotia- jjjg ^j^f ^j^l^ France, Edward at this time feems 

peace un- to have been fincerely inclined to peace, which 

fuccefbful. ^j^g negotiating under the mediation of the pope. 

He went fo far as to offer by his plenipotentia- 
ries, the archbiihop of Canterbury and duke of 
Lancafter, to refign his title of king of France, 
and accept, in lieu of all his pretenfions to that 
crown, the abfolute fovcreignty of Guienne, Aqui- 
taine, t|ie town and marches of Calais, without 
, the obligation of homage. But king John, no 
lefs imprudent, raih, and obftinate, than his iather, 
rejedled thefe offers "^^ 

»*• AvtAury, p. t^^-^i^x* 

^<7 R. dt Aveibory, p. 196* WalGng. p. T70. Knygbton* 

p. »6o7, 
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The ftate of France at this time was not fuch ^^J^;^^' 
as to give king John any good reafon for behaving Sute of 
with fo much haughtinefs. Befides the great ^^^^^* 
lofTes which it had fuftained in the Ia|:e war, it was 
at prefent a fcene of feftion and difcord, which 
had in fome places broken out into open hoftilities,. 
Thefe diforders were occafioned chiefly by the^ 
pride, perfidy, cruelty, and other vices of Charles 
the Bad, king of Navarre, a prince poiBTefled of 
every fhining endowment, and deftitutc of every 
moral virtue. Charles inherited from his mother, 
Jane, daughter of Louis Hutin, great poffeflions, 
and ftill greater pretenfions, in feveral provinces 
of France. King John, in order lo gain this tur- 
bulent prince, and attach him firmly to his in- 
terefts, gave him his daughter Jane in marriage. 
Notwithftanding this intimate alliance, the perfi. 
dious Charles entered into fecret intrigues with the 
king of England, caufed the conftable of France 
to be aflaffinated, and occafioned great difturbances 
in this and the preceding year '*'. When things 
were in this unfettled ftate, the conferences for an 
accommodation were broken off, and all profpeft 
ie^ peace vaniihed. 

Edward had for fome time paft forfeen that the A.D.tsjj. 
negotiations' for peace would prove abortive, and onward 
had made great preparations for renewing the war p"^^^ of 
with vigour, at midfummer this year, when the commonly 
truce expired. He firft defigned to have fent an g,"^^ ^"^ 
army, commanded by the duke of Lancafter, into Pr»nc«^ 
Kormancjy, t where thejdng of Navarre had pro- 

' 8 . mifed 
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A.D.IS55. niifed to join him with all his forces* But that 
prince having made his peace with his father-in- 
law, Edward was obliged to change his mea- 
fures^*'. The prince of Wales was fent into the 
weft to raife an army in thofe parts, and a fleet was 
prepared at Plymouth to take them on board. 
Accordingly, the prince, with a gallant train of 
£ngli(h noblemen, and a confiderable body of Eng- 
lifh troops, failed from that port, September lo, 
and arrived fafe at Bourdeaux. Here he was joined 
by fo many noblemen of the country, with their 
followers, that he foon found himfelf at the head 
of an army of 60,000 men, with which he marched 
from Bourdeaux, Odober 5, and ravaged the 
/ whole province of Languedoc. He feveral times 
endeavoured to bring the French army in thoib 
parts to an engagement ; but finding this impof- 
fible, after having burnt about five hundred vil- 
lages, and a great number of large and ftrong 
towns, he marched back to Bourdeaux about 
Chriftmas, and put hisarmy into winter quarters '^°. 
Expetfi. While the prince of Wales was deftroying with 

Edward ^^^ ^^^ fword the fouth of France, the king of 
into England was fpreading defolation through thi^ 

/*" * northern parts of that kingdom. Arriviog at 
Calais in the laft week of Odober, and having 
joined the forces he brought with him to thofe 
which he foimd there, he made up a gallant army, 
with which Yajt marched from Calais, November 2» 

, , ^*^ Mezcray ad an. 1354, Froiflart, c. 154, 

*7« Aveftury, p, »io— 2*7, Knjgtiton, coL *6oS. 
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towards St Omer's, where the king of France A.D.isss. 
lay, in hopes of brijigii}g him to battle. But 
that prince retiring at his approach, he followed 
him as far as Hefden, defolating the country ; and 
then returned to Calais, difbanded his army, and 
embarked for England, where his prefence was. 
miich wanted '^\ 

The Scots, though their king was ftiU a prifoner The scott 
in England, had taken the town of Berwick by Berwick, 
furprife, on November 6, and were meditating an 
incurfion into the northern counties *^*, Edward, Aparlia* 
immediately upon his return, held a parliament "*"*• 
^t Weftminfter, November 23 ; and fir Walter 
Manny, by the (king's command, gave the two 
houfes a long detail of the late negotiations for a 
peace, the expedition the Calais, and the furprifal 
pf Berwick by the Scots ; and concluded with de- 
manding an aid to enable the king to bring the 
war to a fpeedy and happy iffue* The commons, 
after fome deliberation, granted a very liberal aid 
of fifty Ihillings on every fack. of wool exported 
for fix years '". 

Edward, as foon as the parliament was diflblved, a^d.iss^* 
fet out for Ncwcaftle, where he had conunanded Edward 
his army to rendezvous, in order to recover Ber- g^jj^l^jc. 
wick, which he invcfted January 14, A, D, 
1356 ''^» The Scotch garrifon, fenfible that the 
town was not tenable without the caftle (which 
they had not been able to take), furrendered it 

*'' Av«(b«ry, p. ao4— 209. Walfing* p, 171. 

>7^ R. de Aveibury, p. 209. Knyghton^ col. s6ii.- 

»7J R. de Avefbory, p. 210. «74 Rymer, t. 5. p, Sa^. 
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AJ^.x^5«. \fi a few days''*. Edward having burnt the 

towns of Haddington and Edinburgh, and de- 

folated the adjacent country^ returned to England 

fo6n after Candlemas. 

Tni\hl' Edward Baliol ftill bore the title of king of 

crown of ScQtland. But for feveral years pail that title had 

MEd!"'* been only an empty name, without any power or 

vrardt rcvcnue. It was not difficult therefore to perfuade 

this {hadow of a king, who was now an old man, 

and without heirs, to refign all his rights to the 

crown and kingdom of Scotland to the king of 

England, for a penfion of 2000I. a year, and 

fome other advantages. This he* accordingly did 

at Roxburgh, by an inftrument dated January 20 j 

and Edward was at great pains to render his , title 

to the crown of Scotland, from the refignation of 

Baliol, as ftrong as pen, ink, and parchment could 

make it, by feveral fubfequent deeds *'**. 

ExcurH- Edward prince of Wales marched from Bour- 

on8of£d. deaux, July 6, with an army of 12,000 (fome 

prince of writers fay only 8000) men, and traverfed the 

*** countries of Agenois, Quercy, Linaoufm, Au- 

vergne, and penetrated into Berry, plundering and 

burning many towns and villages as he advanced* 

Having taken Romorantin, September 4, after a 

fiege of fix days, he continued lus march through 

part of Touraine and Anjou, entered Poidou, and 

on Saturday September 17, encamped at Mau- 

pertuis, within two fmall leagues of Poidliers, 

The fame evening the king of France, with an 

army of 60,000 horfe, befides foot, encamped 

. *75 Koyghton, col. 5^6 n. . R. dc Avefbury, p. »»8. 
»76 Rymcr, t. 5. p. 8*3. 843, KnyghtoDy coU i6ii, 
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Within a mile of the Englifli'". It would not A.D.iss^- 
have been very difficult for king John to have 
inclofed the prince of Wales and . his little army, 
and to have reduced them by famine. But this 
method appeared too flow to his impatient cou- 
rage, and he refolved to attack them next day. 
Prince Edward having found that it would be im- 
poffible for him to reach Bourdeaux, before he was 
overtaken by the French army, had chofen his ■ 
ground with great judgment, where he refolved to 
make a itand. It was a fmall inclining plain, fur* 
rounded with woods, vineyards, hedges, and ditches, 
and only acceffible by one narrow defile in his 
front. His troops laboured with great ardour in 
making entrenchments wherever it was thought 
neceflary, to render the approaches of the enemy 
flill more difficult. 

Early on Suniday morning, September 18, the CardioaA 
French army was drawn up in order of battle, and 'our* ca 
ready to begin the attack, when the cardinal of p^venta 
Perigord interpofed, and earneftly intreated the* 
king to permit him to go to the prince of Wales, 
and prevent the effufion of blood, by perfuading 
him to furrender. Having obtained permiffion, 
he went to the prince, whom he found at tlie head 
of his troops r^dy to receive his enemies. The 
cardinal opened the intention of his vifit j and the 
prince, not infenfible of his own danger, and that 
of his brave companions, declared his willingnefe 
to confent to any' terms not inconfiftent with his 
own honour 'and that of his country. Upon this 

*^^ FroifHrt. c. 157— 1>9. WalGng. p. 171. Knyghton, col. a6i». 

ane- 



254 biSTORY OF BRITAIN. Book iV; 

j*^ *^'^ : ^ negotiation was fet on foot, which prevented a 
battle for that day, but in the end proved abortive. 
The prince confented to reftore all the places, pri- 
foners, and booty he had taken that campaign, and 
to engage not to bear arms againft France forfeveii 
years, if he was allowed to march to Bpurdeaux 
without interruption. Biit the king infilling that 
the whole Englifli army, with their illuftrious 
leader, fhould furrender themfelves prifoners, the* 
prince gave for his final anfwer, " That he never 
*' fliould be made a prifoner but fword in hand.** 
The cardinal, defpairing of fuccefs in the negotia- 
tion, retired to Poiftiers ; and both parties pre- 
pared for deciding this important quarrel next day 
by the edge of the fword '''. 
The order Early on Monday morniilg, Septembfcr 19,' the 
EnfiiTfli prince of Wales, being that day to fight for 
Jirmy. honour, liberty, and life, againft an army eight 
times the number of his own, drew up his troops 
in the moft excellent order. He placed the captal 
de Biiche, with 600 men, in ambufh, with direc- 
tions to make a circuit, and fall on the enemy's 
rear as foon as the battle 'began. He lined the 
hedges on both fides of the defile leading to his 
camp with his beft archers, and placed a ftrong 
body of the fame troops at the head of it, in the 
front of his army. The reft of his forces were 
formed into three lines ; the van commanded by 
the earl of Warwick, the main body by the prince 
himfelf, and the rear by the earls of Salift)ury and 
Suffolk. As foon as thefe difpofitions were made, 

»78 Froiffart, 1. i. c i6i* Walfing. p. x7». 
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the pritice mounted his hprfe, and riding gently A.D.i^s^; 
along the lines, with a countenance in which mo- ^-^'"^^ 
defty, goodnefs, and fortitude, w?re ftrongly painted, 
addreffed himfelf to every corps, exhorting them 
to fight valiantly in the approaching battle, telling 
them, that vidory did not depend, on numbers, 
but on the will of Heaven; that, for his owil 
part, he was determined to conquer or die ; and 
that England never ihould have his ranfom to 
pay« 

By this time the French army (drawn up in ^at^c of 
three lines, the firft commanded by the duke of 
Orleans, the king's brother, the fecond by the 
dauphin, with his two brothers Lewis and John, 
the third by the king, attended by his youngeft fon 
Philip) was advancing to the charge. The battle 
was begun by three hundred chofen men in com- 
plete armour, and nobly mounted, who were or- 
dered to pafs the defile to diffipate the body of 
archers at the head of it, and make way for the 
reft of the army. They obeyed thefe orders with 
great refolution ; but one half of them fell in the 
paflage, and the other was cut in pieces at the out- 
let. A great body of men at arms, on foot, then 
entered the defile, commanded by the marfhals 
Clermont and Andrechan ; but the former of 
thefe generals being killed, and the latter taken 
prift)ner, and many of their men flain by the 
archers who lined the hedges, and by the firft line, 
of the Englifli army, the reft fled back with great 

terror 
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A^.iss^. terror and precipitation, and threw the whole firft 
line of the French army into confufion. The 
fecond line, commanded by the dauphin, then 
advanced to the charge ; but at that inftant the 
captal de Buche ifiuing from his ambufcade, and 
making a furious attack upon their flank, they 
were feized with a panic, and began to fly. The 
noblemen who had the charge of the dauphin 
and his two brothers, anxious for their fafety, 
carried them oflF the field ; upon which that whole 
line difbanded, and fled on all fides. The prince 
of Wales and the other Englifli generals obferv- 
ing the confufion and flight of their numerous 
enemies, and determiiung not to give them time 
to recover from their confternation, mounted on 
horfeback, with their followers, and rufliing out 
into the plain, completed the diforder. They 
firft encountered and killed the duke of Athenes, 
conflable of France, and diflipated his brigade ; 
and then falling upon a great body of Germaa 
horfe, they put them to flight, after killing the 
counts Sarbruck and Nydo, two of their leaders, 
and taking the count of Naflau, their other ge- 
neral, prifoner. The king of France, with his 
youngeft fon by his fide, flill continued fighting 
on foot, in hopes of changing the fortune of the 
day, till the greatcfl part of his guards being 
taken or flain, he found himfelf almofl: alone 
among a great body of his enemies, who called 
vpon him to furrender. After inquiring anxioufly 
for his coufin the prince of Wales, and being told 
that he was in a diftant part of the field, he yielded 

himfelf. 
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himfelf, with his fon, prifoncrs to DenU de ^^'1^^: 
Morbec, a gentleman of Artois* In the mean 
time the prince of Wales, ready to faint with 
£aLtigue, had been perfuaded by his attendants to 
repofe and refrefh himfelf in a lihle tent. Being 
alTared that the king of France had not fled, he 
was anxious to know his fate, and fent the earl of 
Warwick and lord Cobham to gain intelligence* 
Thefe noblemai foon fonnd the royal captive in 
extreme danger of being ilain, by a crowd of 
Englifh and Gafcon foldiers, who had taken him 
from Morbec, atid were contending violently about 
the right to his ranfom ; and having delivered him 
from this danger, they conduced him to the 
prince's tent. This amiable prince, who in the 
heat of the a&ion had been furious as a lion, was 
now all gentlenefs and humanity. He received 
his illuftrious prifoner with all the marks of the 
moft profound refpefl: and feeling fympathy ; and 
having ordered a magnificent fupper to be ferved 
up^ he declined the honour of fitting at table; 
but, (landing behind the king's chair, entertained 
him with foothing and confolatory difcourfe. The 
captive monarch was fo much aflfedted by this 
noble deportment of his modeft conqueror, that 
he melted into tears, and declared, that fince it 
was his hard fate to be vanquifhed and taken pri- 
. foner, he rejoiced that he had fallen into the hands 
of the moft valiant and generous prince that ever 
lived '^ 

»**? Froi(nirt, 1. 1. c. 159, i6c, 161, i5«, 1631 164, Walfing. 
p. 1 71, 171. Rymer» vol. 5. p, 869s 879, 
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AJ3.13S6. There are not many examples in hiftory of fa 
French great a deliverance, and fo complete a yi^ory, as 
killed and ij^g prince of Walcs obtained at this famous battle 

taken* 

of Poiftiers. The French left dead on this fcene 
of blood) two dukes, nineteen earls, a great num* 
ber of knights and gentlemen, and about 6000 
men at arms, befides other foldiers. The prifo- 
ners were ftill more numerous, and of higher 
quality, than the flain : for, befides the king and 
bis youngeft fon, there were taken three princes 
of the blood, one archbifhop, feventeen earls, 
1 500 inferior barons, knights, and gentlemen j 
befides feveral thoufand men at arms ^\ The 
ranfom^ of thefe prifoners, and the fpoils of the 
French eamp, loaded the Englifh army with riches 
18 well as glory. The day after the battle the 
prince and his. army returned thanks to God for 
their vidory ; after which the prince thanked his 
troops for their brave and gallant behaviour in the 
late battle, and beftowed particular honours and 
rewards on fuch as had diftinguilhed themfelves. 
To the lord Audeley in particular he granted 500 
marks a-year ; which that generous nobleman be- 
ftowed on his four brave and faithful efquires, and 
afterwards received a more ample grant of 600 
marks * a-year from the prince '^*. Having col- 
lefted the fpoils and prifoners, the prince con- 
duced his army by eafy marches to Bourdeaux *®^ 
Jt is impoffible to exprefs the joy which the royal 

''* P. JEmyh p. 197. R. de Avelbury, p. i5t— 155. Knyghton, 
col. »6i3, &c. 
^9» Froiffart, 1, u c, 165. 167. 169. »«i Walfing. p. 17%. 
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family arid the people of England felt v/hta they A.D.1156V. 
received the news of this glorious viftory. The 
king commanded a folemn thankfgiving to be ' 

obferved in all the churches ^^. 

The prince of Wales fpentthe winter at Bour- A.D.1357.? 
deaux, where, by the mediation bf the pope, a waies, 
truce was concluded between England and France ^i^jl* ^** 

n ft< t_ pn loners i 

March 23, to contmue till Eafter 1359**^. The arrives in 
prince of Wales, with king John, his fon Philip, ®"«*'"^- 
and a gallant train of noblemen, fet fail from 
Bpurdeaux April 24, and landed at Plymouth 
May 5;'^ 

Great preparations had been ihade. at London for Triumph* 
the triumphant entry of the vidorious prince and 
his royal captive. Early in the morning. May 24, 
the lord mayor and aldermen, attended by lood 
citizens, richly attired aud nobly mounted, re- 
ceived the prince and king, with their train, at 
Southwark, and condufted them into the city. 
The king, in royal robes, was mounted on a beau- 
tiful white fteed, and the prince in a plain drefs, 
rode by his fide on a little black palfrey. The pro. 
ceflion reached Wpftminfter-hall about noon, 
. were king Edward was feated on a magnificent 
throne j from whence he defcended as foon as the 
captive monarch came in view, advanced to meet , 
him, and embraced him with all the marks of the 
moft refpeftful and cordial affeftion. After thefe 
pompous ceremonies were ended, the king of 

^'4 Rymer, vol, 5. p. 870. *•* Id, t. 6. p. 4*— 10. 

I" Walfing. p. i7«, 
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Kins of 
Scotland 
nleafcd* 



A.D.t)57. France and his fon were lodged in the palace of 
the Savoy, and entertained with all the kindneis 
and courtefy which the moft perfeft laws of 
chivalry required *'^ 

Few princes ever enjoyed a more perfedk felicity 
than king Edward did at this time. Happy in his 
family, adored by his fubjeds, admired by all the 
world, he beheld the kings of the two hoftile na- 
tions of France and Scotland at once captives in 
his court. The negotiations for the releafe of the 
laft of thefe princes were foon after this brought 
to a conclufion j his ranfom was fettled at ioo,coo 
marks, to be paid in ten years, during which time 
a truce was to fubfift between the two nations. 
David Bruce, having given fome of his chief no- 
bility as hoftages for the payment of his ranfom^ 
was fet at liberty Oftober 3, and returned into his 
own kingdom, after having endured a tedious cap- 
tivity of eleven years *". 

The deplorable confequences of the battle of 
Poifliers now appeared in France, and brought that 
kingdom to the very brink of ruin. After the king 
was taken prifoner, the reigns of government na- 
turally fell into the hands of the dauphin, a young 
prince of nineteen, who affumed the title of L/Vw- 
tenant of the kingdom^ and fummoned an affembly 
of the eftates at Paris in the end of the laft year. 
But the member^ of this affembly, inftead of unit- 
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i.ng -for the relief of their captivated prince, and A.d.i 357, 
bleeding country, fell into the moft violent faftions, 
and broke up in confufion, without granting any 
fupply. This licentious fpirit vi^hich appeared in 
the eftates was communicated to the populace of 
Paris and other cities, feized the peafants in the 
country, inflamed the mutinous foldiers, and threw 
all things into confufion. The dauphin called an- 
other aifembly of the eftates this year in the begin- 
ning of November, which behaved in the fame 
factious manner, and feparated without applying 
any remedy to the diforders of their country. To 
increafe thefe diforders, the king of Navarre, who - 
had been thrown into prifon by king John about 
three years before, efcaped from his confinement, 
and flew to Paris, where his party Vas ftrongeft. 
He was met at fome diftance by his great partifan. 
Stephen Marcel, provoft of the merchants, at the 
head of 10,000 people^ an4 conduced in a kind 
of triumph into the city. This turbulent prince, 
being pofleiTed of an uncommon degree of poputair 
eloQuence, a dangerous talent in the hands of a bad 
man, minted a fcaffold, and harangued the people 
in fuch a pathetic ftrain, on the injuftice of his own 
imprifonment^ and the oppreffions of the govern^ 
ment, that their minds were inflamed almofl; to 
madnefs. They maflacred the two marfhals Clere*^ 
mont and Conflans in the dauphin's prefence, who 
was in danger of iharing the fame &te. 

This young prince behSved with uncommon A.D.tjjS. 
prudence in this perilous fituation. He flattered P""^«»t ^ 

• * -, - conduct of 

$3 the thedaiu 
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A^ns^. the provoft of the merchants, and the other heads 
of the feaion, with the hopes of the higheft ho- 
nours ; and yielded with feeming cheerfulnefs to all 
the demands of the king of Navarre. Amongft 
other things, he fent orders to the governors of 
certain cities in Normandy, to which that prince 
pretended a right, to furrender them into his hands. 
Bnt the governors, fufpefting that thefe orders 
\vere extorted, refufed to obey ; and Charles was 
fo imprudent, as to leave Paris March 2, at the 
head of an army of his moft zealous partifans, to 
compel them to obedience. The dauphin taking 
advantage of the abfence of the king of Navarre, 
and the good humour of the provoft of the mer- 
chants, got himfelf declared regent of the Idngdom 
by the parliament; and then retiring privately from 
Paris, he held an affembly of the eftates at Com- 
peigne May i. The eftates, no longer influenced 
by the faflious fpirit which reigned in Paris, granted 
ample fapplies both of men and money ; which' 
enabled the dauphin to form the blockade of Paris 
with a good army, 

The king of Navarre, who now pretended a right 
to the crown of France, from his mother, Jane, 
'daughter of Lewis Hutin, lay with a!i army at St, 
Denis. But he had already loft much of his popu- 
larity in that city, by taking a party of Englifh 
adventurers into his pay, who plundered without 
diftinftion the friends and enemies of their prefent 
matter. The provoft of the merchants obfervihg 
(his change m the fentiments of the people, and 
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dreading a total defedion, formed a plot to tdmit AJ>.i358. 
the king of Navarre v/iih his army, and to proclaiai 
him king of France ; and the i ft of Auguft wag 
jEixed for the. execution of this plot. But fome fuf*- 
picions arifing, the provoft was killed in a tumult^ 
when he was on the point of opening one of the 
gates ; and the people being informed of the plot 
which he had laid, they dragged his dead body 
through the ftreets, loaded the king of Navarre, fo 
lately their idol, with a thoufand curfes, and loudly 
called for the return of the dauphin, who entered 
the city foon after, anjidft the loudeft acclamraations^ 
The return of the capital to its obedience had a 
happy efied on the reft of the kingdom, and the 
government daily gained new ftrength ^\ 

While thefe things were doing in France, king A.D 1359. 
John had been negotiating in England with king j^^^ ^' 
Edward for his liberty, and a peace between their **J^ ^*«- 
kingdoms. At length a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded and figned by both kings, on March 24, at 
London, and a copy of it fent into France. The 
dauphin, who was now reconciled to the king of 
Navarre, fummoned an affembly of the eftates, and 
laid the treaty before them for their advice. But 
the conditions of peace in this treaty requiring the 
ceftion of many rich provinces in France to the 
crown of England, appeared to this affembly too 
fevere, and they unanimoufly advifed the regent to 
•rejeait*^. 

''9Me2cray Hifl. Fran. p. 376, 377, Sec, Froiflkrt, 1. i. c. 179, 
iSo, iSi. 185, 186, 187. 
*^o Ryn&cr, t. 6. p. 134. Froiflart, 1, t, c.ioi. 
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King Edward was greatly incenfed at this refo- 
lution of the regent and eftates of France, and de- 
clared, that fince they were for war, they (hould 
have it in its moft dreadful forms. The truce 
which would have expired April 9, had a little be- ' 
fore been prolonged to Midfummer "•'. But as 
that term was approaching, he made great pre* , 
parations for an invafion of France. It was Oftober 
before every thing could begot xeady for this grand 
expedition ; and on the 27th of that month Edward 
arrived at Calais, attended by his four elded fons, 
and the flower of the Engliih nobility, with an army 
of 1 00,000 men, in a flfeet of 1 1 00 flups *^. 

At the head of this formidable army, he marched 
out of Calais, November 4, and traverfing the 
provinces of Artois and Picardie, he invefted the 
city of Rheims in Champaigne, with a view of 
being there crowned king of France. But the in- 
habitants, aiSfldd by foine noblemen, with their 
followers, and animated by their archbifhop, de- 
fended the place fo bravely, that after lying near 
three months before it in the depth of winter,^ he 
found it neceflary to raife the ficge '^K 

Edward then direfted his march towards Paris, 
plundering the country as he advanced, and having 
received 1 00,000 nobles from the duke of Burgundy 
to fpare his territories, he arrived before the capital 
of France on the laft day of March. During the 
Eafter holidays hoftilities were fufpended, and fome 
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propofals for p^ce were made ; but they came to A.D.ij^ot 
nothing. Having in vain challenged the dauphin, 
who was in Paris with an army^ - to come out ani ' 
fight him, and having alfo made a fruitlefa atteippt 
upon the fuburbs of that city, he marched off to- 
wards Brittany, refoTving to refrelh his army for 
fome time in that pro,vinc0, after the fevere fatigues 
of a winter campaign, and to return in fummer to 
befiege Paris in form '^^ 

The dauphin and his council being deeply at P«actwi«fc 
fedcd with the deplorable defolations of their coun- Bmigny. 
try, which were increafed by a frefh defedion of 
the perfidious king of Navarre, and dreading ftill 
greater mileries, became earneftly defirous of a 
peace, which they folicited by commiffioners, who 
followed Edward in his march towards Brittany. 
Thefe felicitations being feconded by the inftances 
of the pope's legate, and the wife and moderate 
coiinfels of the excellent duke of Lancafter, at 
length made an impreflion on the king's heart; 
and a treaty of peace was concluded at Bretignyy. 
near ..Chaitres, May 8, on the following terms* 
The king of France ceded to the king of England, 
befides the fuperiority of Guienne and Ponthicu, 
the ^arldom of Poiftiers, the fief of Thouar^, the 
countries of Poidou,^ Xaintonge, Agenois, Li- 
nioufin, Perigort, Quercy, Bigorre, Gavre, An- 
goumois, and Rouvergue, with all their cides and 
caflles, in full fovereignty. In the fame ample 
and fall manner were yielded to England, on the 

- »9* FroiiTiur, L i.^c. S07. zix, Walfing. p. 173, 174, 
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A'D.t36o. Other fide of France, the town, csAle, and territory 
~'^'"*^ of Calais, with the earldom of Guifnes. The 
king of France agreed to pay for his ranfom three 
millions of crowns of gold, at different payments, 
and to give forty noble hoftages for fecurity. The 
king of France agreed to renounce all alliances and 
connexions with the Scots, and to contraft none 
for the future ; and the king of England made the 
fame concefGons with regard to the Flemings. 
John de Mountfort was to be reftored to all his 
poffeflions in France ; and the difpute between 
him and Charles de Blois, about the duchy of 
Brittany, was to be referred to commiffioners. 
This famous treaty contained feveral other articles, 
relating to rhe time and manner of King John's 
being fet at liberty, and of his delivering to king 
Edward the feveral countries, towns and caftles, 
. and aifo many regulations for the further fecurity 
and more effeGual execution of the whole. By the 
twelfth article of this treaty, king Edward re- 
nounced all title to the crown and kingdom of 
France, to the countries of Normandy, Tourain, 
Anjou, and Main, and to the fovereignty of Brit- 
tany and Flanders. 
p>e king As foon as Edward had finifhed this great work 
fet txn-^ ^f peace, he returned to England, and landed at 
^rry. Rye, May i8'*\ In the beginning of July he 
fent the king of France to Calais, agreeable to an 
article of the treaty '^. On Odober 9, he follow- 
cd to the fame place, to finifli all regulatipns for 
jhe execution of the treaty, to receive the firfl 

??5 Rynier, vol, 6« p. 196, '9* Id, ib, p. X9S. 
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payment of the king of France's ranfom, and to A.D.ijfio; 
fet that prince at liberty. About/ the fame time 
the dauphin and his council arrived at Boulogne ; 
and after fome days fpent in conferences, all par- 
ticulars were adjufted, and the treaty of peace ra- 
tified by both kings, at Calais, 0£lober 24 ^^^ 
The day after, king John was fet at liberty, and 
Edward accompanied him about a mile out of 
Calais, where the two kings took their leave of 
one another, with thedrongeft expreflions of mu- 
tual affedion and regard *^^ On the laft day of 
Oftober, king Edward landed at Dover, and was 
every where received by his fubjeflis with the 
ftrongeft demonftrations of love and admiration* 
for though the late long war had been very glo- 
rious, it had been alfo exceedingly expenfive, and 
the people of England were tranfported with joy 
at the return of peace. 

The joy occafioned by the peace was not a little pjP'/^^'* 
allayed by t^e breaking out of a peflilence, which 
carried oflf great multitudes of the common people, 
and not a few of the nobility, and amongft others 
Henry the Good, duke of Lancafter, one of the. 
moft virtuous, amiable, and accompliflied noble- 
men of that age ''^ 

The execution fof the treaty of peace was attend- Treaty of 
cd with great difficulties, chiefly arifing from the ?med.** * 
attachment of the noblemen in the ceded countries 
to their ancient and native princes, and their un- ' 

"97Rymer, vol. 6» p. 419—219. '9* Froiflart, 1. 1. c. 113. 

f^Du^d. Baron, vol. s. p* 798* 
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willingnefs to transfer their allegiance to the king 
of England ^. But thefe difficulties were at length 
in a great meafure overcome by the perfed honour 
and integrity of king John, and the great wifdom 
and aSivity of the lord Chandos, appointed by 
Edward his lieutenant in all thefe countries. 

King Edward foon after fell upon an effeftual 
method of reconciling thefe countries to the Eng- . 
lifli government, by beftowing them on his amiable 
fon the prince of Wales, who was admired and 
beloved by the very enemies whom he had fub* 
dued. Accordingly the prince who had lately mar* 
ried his coufm Jane, daughter and fole heirefs of 
Edmund Plantagenet earl of Kent, a lady of great 
merit and beauty, was created prince of Aquitaine, 
and had a grant of Guienne, Ponthieu, and all the 
territories in thofe parts of France lately yielded to 
the crown of England, to hold them of that; crowu 
by liege homage, and an annual tribute q{ an ounce 
of gold *°'. 

The prince of Wales having received the invef* 
titure of thefe rich and extenfive territories, refolv- 
ed to fix his refidence at Bourdeaux, and fpent 
fome months in making preparations for his voyage 
to that capital of his new dominions. He arrived 
therein February A. D, 1363, with his beautiful 
princefs, formerly known by the name of the Fair 
Maid of Kent ; and having eftablifhed a fplendid 
court, his mild and equitable adminiftration gave 
univerfal fatisfadion to his new fubjeds. 

SOP froiflait, 1. 1. c. ai+i *® Rymcr, vol. 6, p. 384.-390. 
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By an article of the late treaty of peace, as it was A.D.i^63- 
finally fettled at Calais, it was agreed that the for- puke of 
mal deeds of renunciation of the feveral countries, ^J||°"hit 
towns, and other things, given up by the one king efcapc. 
to the other, fhould not be exchanged till after 
thefe countries, towns, &c. were aftually given up* 
It was expefted, that the doing this might require 
about twelve or thirteen months ; and therefore the 
.3bth November 136 1 wzts appointed for exchange 
ing thefe mutual renunciations, and finifliing this 
great work of peace *"**. But the difficulties which 
had arifen in delivering fome places to the Englifli, 
and difputes about others, had ftill prevented the 
exchange of thefe renunciations, and left this great 
tranfadion in fome meafure incomplete. The 
dukes of Anjou and Berry, two of king John'i 
fons, and the duke of Orleans, his brother, with 
the duke of Bourbon, who remained in England 
as hoftages for the payment of that prince's ranfom, 
pretended, that if they were carried to Calais, and 
indulged in a little more liberty, they could contri- 
bute greatly to remove all difficulties. They were 
accordingly conveyed to that city, and allowed to 
go where they pleafed for four diys together at any 
one time. The duke of Anjou abufed this indul- 
gence, and made his efcape into France ^^'^ 
. King John, greatly offended at his fon's diflio- King of 
nourable conduft, refolved to come into England rives in 
to finilh every thing relative to the peace, by a ^"8**"^r 
pcrfonal treaty with Edward. His minifters en- 

*«* Rymefi vol. 6. p. 131, 2^1. 239. 262. 
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A.D.^%63. deavoured to difluade him from taking this ftep ; 
but to all their remonftrances he replied, ^* That 
though honour and good faith (hould forfake 
every other part of the world, they ought ftill to 
*' be found in the breafts of princes/* He ac- 
cordingly arrived in England about Chriftmas 
A.D. 1363, and was again lodged in the palace 
of the Savoy. 
A'i>-i3^4* It doth not appear that this voyage of king John 
EBdand. contributed much to remove the difficulties in the 
excution of the late treaty of peace. For he fell 
fick of a fever at the Savoy, about the middle of 
March, and died there April 8, A.D. 1364 *'*^ 
3Vfo" ^) '^^^ famous difpute about the duchy of Brittany, 

obtains the which had fubfifted many years, was finally deter- 
BrhtMv! mined by a battle, September 19, near the town of 
Auray. In this decifive aftion, one of the compe- 
titors, Charles de Blois, loft his life ; and his rivals 
John de Mountfort, fon-in-law to the king of 
England, obtained the long-contefted prize. For 
though this event, fo pleafing to Edward, was very 
mortifying to Charles V. who had lately mounted 
the throne of France, that wife prince fubmitted to 
the decifion of the fword, atid granted John de 
Mountfort the inveftiture of Brittany, without any 
further ftruggle *°^ 
AD.Jsfis* q^Q kingdom of France had fufFered many ca- 
foiMtd 17 lamities during the late war ; and it was not imme- 
advcntur. diately relieved from them by the peace of Bretigny. 
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This was owing to great multitudes of adventurers A.D.i36$- 
of different nations, who had ferved in the armies 
of France and England. Thefe adventurers, hav- 
ing been long accuftomed to live by rapine and 
plunder, when they were difbanded, were unwilling 
to return to the arts of civil life ; but, forming 
themfelves into regular bodies, under bold com- 
manders, they feized upon fome towns and caftles 
in almoft every province in France, and from 
thence plundered the neighbouring countries. 
They called themfelves the Companions^ and the 
bodies into which they were formed the Companies. 
Thefe Companies, in the year 1361, defeated a 
royal army commanded by John de Bourbon earl 
of Marche, who^was mortally wounded in the ac- 
tion *°*. The pope, who then refided at Avignon, 
and dreaded a vifit from thefe lawlefs plunderers, 
launched his fpiritual thunders againft them, and 
publifhed a croifade for their extirpation. But in 
vain. They ftill continued to increafe in number, 
and to become more daring in their enterprifes; 
In the .beginning of the year 1366, they amounted 
to 50,000 men, and caufed the king of France to 
tremble on his throne. By an article of the late 
treaty of peace, both kings had engaged to join 
their forces for the extirpation of thefe robbers, if 
it became neceflary ; and Edward was now called 
upon to fulfil this engagement* In confequence 
of this requiiition, he made great preparations for 
an expedition into France againft the companies. 

ao6 Froiffart. !• i^c. 177, X78. »i4i »i5. 
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A»D«is65, But the greatnefs of thcfe preparations alarmed 

Charles, who, upon fecond thoughts, was not very 

fond of feeing the king of England at the head of 

a great army in the heart of France ; and therefore 

fent him word that his affiftance was not neceflary. 

Edward, greatly offended at this meffage, defilled 

from his enterprife ^\ 

il.D»is66. What Charles could not do by force, he accora- 

Charlff plifiied by policy, and happily delivered his country 

▼ours to from thofe dangerous and deftruftive Companies. 

ptrfoadc jjg flj.{j. eiideavoured to perfuade them to under- 

Citcm to A 

•roiftde. take an expedition into the Eafl: for the recovery of 
the Holy Land ; and the pope feconded thefe per- 
fuafions, by promifing them the pardon of all their 
(ins, which were neither few nor trifling, and a good 
place in paradife after death. But the companions , 
had too much cunning, and too little religion, to be 
taken by fuch a bait. 
The Com- ^^ expedition was foon after propofed, more 
throne agreeable to their views and difpofitions. Don 
Sof''' P^d^o ^^Z of Caftile had juftly merited the name 
CaUilc. of Cruel J by murdering -many of his nobility, — oiie 
of his natural brothers, — and his queen, Blanche of 
Bourbon, filler to the queen of France. Henry 
earl of Traftamare, another of his natural brothers, 
fled into France, and folicited king Charles to re- 
venge the death of his fifter-in-law by dethroning 
the tyrant. Jt immediately occurred to Charles, 
that this would be' a proper employment for the 
Companies ; and he direSed the brave du Guefclin. 

^o^ wolfing, p. 178. 
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to enter mto a negotiation vrith thehi foi" that ^r^ 
pofe. Their leaders bad fo high an opiiiion of- th^ 
honour and bravei^y of du Guefclin, that they agreed 
to evacuate Franc^^ aiid follow him intd Caflile* 
Here they met with little or no refiftance* The 
tyrant don Pedrp^ being abandoned by all the worlds 
fled with hid treafiires and family^ fii'fl: to Corunna^ 
and afterwards to Bourdeiaux i and Henry de Tra- 
(lamare wa& crowned king of Caftile with univerfal 
applaufe ***** 

Though doA Pedro, the dethroned king of J^^ «^»«*^ 

^ n»t r.tir t r • , Plinccuo- 

Galtile, was a faithlels and fangumary tyrant^ he dertakes 
was not deftitute of fpecious and engaging qualities, ^tnpldro. 
His fituation, and that of his fomily , . which confiil^ 
ed of three daughters^ was affeding ; and he paid 
his court fo aftfuUy to the prbce of Wales, that he ' 
unhappily eipoufed his quarrel^ and refolved to . 
attempt his reftoration^ 

This amiable and fortunate prince iliras the idol Marchet 
of all the military men of his age, who crowded ?nto Spain* 
from all countries to his ftandard. His brother^ 
John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, joined him with 
a chofen body of men at arms from Englandi 
Many Gafcon lords embarked in the ejipeditioni 
The companies who were ftill in Caftile, being 
privately invited into his fervice^ deferted by th6u« 
fands, and made their way to Bourdeauz by differ^ 
ent routes. Out of all thefe the prince compofed 
an army of 30,000 feled troops ; with which tie 
fet out on this expedition about Chriftmas, attend* 

»»« Froiflart, \. i. e. »id. \ 
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AD.fs^. ed by the kings of Caftilc and Majorca, his 
^^ '^^ brother the duke of Lancafter, and a fplendid 

train of Englifli and Galcon noblemen *°'. 
A.D.1367. j)qj| Henry, againft whom this expedition was 
Najara? undertaken, was of a chara£ler very diflferent from 
his brother. He was brave, humane, fincere, and 
generous ; and as much beloved by his fubjeds as 
the other had been hated. Having made all pof« 
fible preparation for his own defence^ he took the 
field at the head of 40,000 horfe and 60,000 foot^ 
jmd was foon after joined by the brave du Guef- 
clin, with 4000 men at arms. With this powerful 
army he advanced to meet the prince of Wales j 
who having entered Caftile in the beginning of 
March^ was approaching Ijy eafy . joumies. The 
two armies met on Saturday, April 3, near the 
^ town of Najara, where a bloody battle was fought ; 
in which the conduft, valour, and fortune of the 
prince of Wales prevailed, and the mighty army 
of don Henry was entirely routed, many thou*^ 
fands flain in the aftion, and a ^reat multitude 
taken prifoners. The cruel don Pedro would 
^^ have put all the prifoners to the fword j but was 
retrained from this horrid dfted by the prince, who 
even prevailed upon him^ with much difficulty, to 
publiih a general ofier of pardon to all hisfnbje£ls 
who would return to their obedience. This offer 
was umverfally accepted, and don Pedro was re- 
ilbred to his throne without any further trouble. 
• •• 
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It foon appeared that this tyrant was as perfidi- ADii^S;. 
ous and ungratefel as ht was cruel ; for inftead of Perfidious 
paying the arniy, which had rcftored him to his conduaof 
throne^ according to his engagements, he detained dro. 
them' all the fummer with vain hopes and triHing 
excufes. At length the prince of Wales, per- 
ceiving that there was nothing to be expefied- from 
a monfter devoid of every principle of honour, 
feeing his men daily perifliing by the excefBve 
heats, to which they had not been accuftomfedf, 
^d finding his own heakh fenfibly itnpaired bf thfe 
fame caufe, left Caftile, and brought back the 
fliattered remains of his viftorious army to Boui^ 
deaux*'^ 

Nothing could be more glorious to the prince A,D.i36l* 
of Wales^han his conduA of this Spanifli expedi- ]^^^^^ 
tion ; but nothing could be* liiore fatal to Mrti 
than its Confequences. It mined his health, and 
embittered the few • remsuning years of his M^ 
by a contuiued feries of troubles. He ha^ teioit 
only exhaufted his treafury, by taifing and paying 
the army which he had carried into Gaflile, but he 
had contraded a prodigious load of debt, and 
had brought bac^ with him 6000 of thofe daii- 
gerous Companions^ who, for want of pay, begati 
to live by the plundering of his fubje^s. Yet 
fuch was the veneration that even ±de lawlefe 
I'ioters bore to the perfon of this excellent prinde, 
that at hiiS requeft they evacuated his territtndea, 
^and carried their ravag^stnto France. Jt wa^ noc 
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^^^^^i^Z. fo eafy to difchargc hi8 debts. In order to this^ 
be was unhappily advifed by the biihop of Rodez^ 
his chancellor of Guienbe, to impofe^ with the 
confent of the eftates, a tax of one livre upon 
every hearth in his French dominions for five 
years ; which, by a v6ry erroneouis computation, 
it was fuppofed would produce 1,200^000 livr;:s 
annually. To this heavy and unufual tax, fome 
provinces fubmitted without much reluftance; 
but feveral great lords in Giiicnne declaimed againft 
it with great vehemence, and fecretly entered into 
intrigues with the court of France for overturning 
the 'Eqglifii government, which this tax had ren-- 
dered unpopular *". 
A.D-13^9- Iii the mean time the tyrant don Pedro, who, 
puTto^ *^ l>y his perfidy md ingratitude, had involved his 
cJeath. i^yoteftor in fo «jany troubles, met with the juft 
reward of ail ' his crimes : for Henry Be Trafta- 
fELj^fe^ having made his efcape from the unfortunate 
battle of Najara, took, flielter in the court of hti 
fiisnd and ally the king of Aragon. Here he 
left :his family, and went into France to folicit fuc- 
cours, and wait for an opportunity of recovering 
the crown which he had loft. As foon as he 
.he2U"d of the return of the prince of Wales into 
Quienne, he coHefted a fmall army of about 9000 
j»en, with which' iie returned into Caftile, defeated 
.the tyrant, took him prifoner, and put him to 
.death with his. own iiand**% But the deftcudKon 
)of^ the- tyrant put no ftop to the troubles in whick 

><> Froiflaiti K i« c. 244. >>^ IcL ibid. c. 145* 

the 
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the prince of Wales was involved by his unfortu- A.v.1%69. 
nate connexion with him. 

The Gafcon noblemen did not content them- ^^'^^*^''\ 

conduct ot 

felves with oppofing the impofition of the tax on iheFrencb. 
Jiearths, in the affembly of eftates ; but after that 
aflembly broke up, they went to Paris, and im- 
plored the proteftion of king Charles as fuperior 
lord of Guienne, though they well knew that he 
had given up that title in the late treaty of peace. 
Ildoth not belong to hiftorian? to determine the 
ilability of national charaders, and how far the 
credit of pofterity ought to be affe&ed by the con- 
4u£t of their angeftors ; but this much is certain, 
that the French on this occafion difcovered the 
moft profligate contempt of the moft folema oaths 
and treaties, and a total difregard to honour and 
good faith. For though Charles had given up, in 
the ftrongeft terms that could be devifed, all right 
to the fovereignty of Guienne, and the other terri- 
tories ceded to the crown of England by the treaty 
of firetigny, he afted as if he had never heard of 
fuch a treaty, and fummoned the prince of Wales 
to appear before the court of peers at Paris on 
May I. The prince, equally furprifed and pro- 
voked at this fummons, replied, that he would , 
come to Paris at the head of 60,000 men ; a threat 
which his declining ftate of health never permitted 
him to execute *''. 

Charles having taken this bold ftep, to which fj^^^f 
he was encouraged by the advanced age of the prepuet 

forwar» 
^■f Froilfiurt, t. f . ch. 146, s47> ^St 

T 3 king 



S78 



HISTORY OF PRITAIN. BooklV. 



Edward 
refume^ 
the arms 
of France* 



A.D.xs69^ king of England, and the pi health of his heroic 
fon, fecretly prepai'ed for war ; and trufting more 
tp policy than force, he Jet intrigues on foot in 
every province of the Engliih dominions in France. 
Thefe intrigues, favoured by tne difcontents of 
the people oceafioned by the late tax, by their af- 
fedion for their ancient fovereigns, and by the 
influence of the clergy, were but too fuccefsful *^. 
Edward laid an account of thefe unexpeded 
events before his parliament, which met June 3, 
and by their advice refumed the title and arms of 
king of France *'^ This parliament alfo granted 
him a high duty on wool, wool-fells, and leather, 
to enable him to profecute the approaching war 
with vigoun 

About this time the , eflfedt of the French in- 
trigues appeared by the revolt of feveral towns in 
Ponthieu, Guienne, and other provinces, and by a 
vifible tendency in others to imitate their example. 
War being now declared, both parties took the 
field, and there followed a variety of lktrmi{hes> 
captures, and furprifes of towns and caftles, which 
it would be tedious to relate minutely "^ Though 
the king of France had coUeded a prodigious fum 
of money, under the pretence of paying his fa-» 
ther*s ranfom, and had fecretly made great pre* 
parations for this war, which he had long meditated, 
yet for fome time his arms made little progrefs. 



War with 
France* 



*'4> Freiffart^ t. t. c. ft4.6, 147, 948. 
•«• FioiiTarti 1« i, c, »5b— »77, 



*1 Rymer, voh 6. p. 621* 
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But the brave John lord Chandos being killed in A.p.1370. 
a ikirmiih on January i^ A. D. 13709 and the succtlTcss 
health of the prince of Wales fo much impaired ^ ^^^ 
that he could no longer mount on horfeback, and 
appear at the head of his troops, the fortune of 
the war began to <:hange, and the French took 
feveral places of ftrength, and had others betrayed 
into theii: hands "% Among thefe laft was the 
city of Limoges, which, at the inftigation of its 
bifl^op, revolted and admitted a French garrifon. 

The prince of Wales, greatly incenfed at the Pi-Hice of 
lofs of this place, which he had fortified at a great takes 
expence, fent the inhabitants a fummons to re-«^ Limog^t. ^ 
turn to their duty and expel ^ the French garrifon^ . 
threatening to raze their city to the ground, after 
putting them all to the fword, if they did not 
obey. But the people of Limoges treated this 
fummons with the moil infolent contempt* The, 
prince coUeding a body of troops, and getting^ 
into a litter, being unable to ride, condufled theni 
to Limoges, and invefted the place. $en(ible of 
its great ftrength, he did not attempt tp take it by 
aiTault; but having made a breach in the walls, 
by undermining them, he entered by the breach^ 
and put the whole garrifon, and 3Q00 of the in- 
habitants, to the fword. It was with fome diiE* 
culty he was prevailed upon to fpare the life of thQ 
bifhop, who had been the caufe of all this mifchief,, 
by ading a part fo contrary to his oaths, and in« 
confiftent with his fundion *'^ 

»*7 Fro'vflarty 1. i. c. 177, &c. 

»*« Id. ikid. «v aS7- Waiiiiig.p. i«s^ 
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The taking of Limoges is chiefly memorable on 
this account, that it was the laft military exploit of 
the prince of Wales j who finding himfelf unable 
^y longer to endure the fatigqes of war, retired 
to Bourdeaux, and refigned the command of the 
Englifli armies in France to his brother John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, who had lately, toge-r 
ther with the earls of Pembroke and Cambridge, 
come from England with a reinforcement **^ 

The prince of Wales, finding his ftrength daily 
declining, yielded to the advice of his phyficians, 
wl|o encouraged him to hope that bis native air 
would contribute to his recovery. Having held 
an aifembly 6f all the loyal barons of his French 
dominions at Bourdeaux, and engaged them to 
promife obedience to his brother the duke of 
Lancafter, he embarked for England in the month 
6f January, A. D. 1371, with his princefs, and 
only furviving fon Richard, and landed at South-* 
ampton *^. 

John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter, being now a 
. widower, married the princefs Conftantia, eldeft 
daughter of the late don Pedro king of Caftile, 
and his brother Edmund earl of Cambridge mar^ 
ried her fifter the princefs Ifabella. The duke of 
Lancafter, immediately after his marriage, afTumed 
the title of king of Ga/Hhj and thereby rendered 
Henry de Traftamare, who wore that crown, a. 
violent and dangerous enepiy to England 



%ii 



*'9 FroiiTart, I. i. c. %%j. Wilfing. p. 185, 
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The military events of this year were very fatal ^•^•*2Z^ 
to the Engliih intereft on the continent. The EngiiOi 
duke of Lancafter having returned to England ^^^^" 
with his royal bride, the earl bf Pembroke was 
appointed commander in chief of the Englifh 
forces in the principality of Aquitaine, and was 
fent thither with a fleet of forty fliips, containing 
a reinforcement of troops and a fupply of money* 
The earl defigriqd to land his forces at Rochelle; but 
when he approached that place, June 23, he fell in 
with a powerful fquadron belonging to don Henry, 
king of Caftiie,who had warmly efpoufed the caufe of 
France. An engagement immediately commenced, 
which continued all that day, and was renewed 
next morning with equal fury. At length, to- 
wards the evening of the fecond day, viftory de- 
clared in favour of the Spaniards, whofe (hips were . 
much larger than thofe of the Englifli, and pro- 
vided with cannon, which did great execution. 
The earl of Pembroke, with feveral other chie& 
tains were made prifoners, and the greatefl part 
v' of the fleet either taken or funk**\ 

By this difafter, Ponthieu, Guiienne, and the Jfjt^'„!f 
other Englifli provinces in thefe parts, were left HOi. 
an eafy. prey to the confl:able du Guefclin, who 
fell into them with a great army, and took many 
places of fl:rength without any refifliance, and 
Others with very little. The city of Rochelle was 
betrayed to the French by its mayor, and Thouars 
capitulated to furrender at Michaelmas, if it was 

*** Froi0krt| 1. 1, c. 30^2, 303, 304, 
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not relieved before that time by the king of Eng- 
land, or one of his fons *"^ 

On hearing of this capitulation, Edward put 
himfelf at the head of an army which he had pro- 
vided for invading France on the fide of Picardie, 
with which, he embarked Auguft 30, and failed to 
relieve Thouars, and recover his other loffes in 
thofe parts. But that wonderful gale of profperity 
which had fo long favoured this prince in all his 
undertakings, had now forfaken him* After con-* 
tending nine weeks at fea, with contrary winds, 
he was obliged to return with his fleet to England ; 
and Thouars furrendered, according to the capi- 
tulation **^ The mifcarriage of this expedition 
was followed by the lofs of all Ponthieu, except a 
few places. 

Edward after his return held a parliament^ 
which met at Weftminfter November 3, and con-* 
tinned the additional duty on wool, wooLfells, and 
leather, for two years longer, befides granting the 
king a fifteenth **^ Thus the Englifli were at as 
great expence in lofing, as they had been at in 
gaining, their French dominions. 

The conftable du Guefclin finiflied the conqueft 
of Ponthieu, and Xaintonge in the beginning of 
this year ***. As the allies of England had reaped 
great advantages from her former vidories, fome 
of them were now involved in her misfortunes ; 
particularly John de Mountfort duke of Brittany, 



«»J Froiflart, l.*y. e. 307—311. **4ld. ibid. c. 311. 

*'' Parliament. Hift, vol. z« p. 31a, ^^^ Froiffort, I. i. c. 3z«. 
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This prince being fon-in-Iaw to king Edward, A-P^aafs* 
and fenfible that he owed his dominions to his 
protection, was a zealous friend and favourer of the 
Englilh. Charles king of France, well knowing ^ 
his inclinations, confifcated the duchy of Brittany, 
and fent the conftablc du Guefclin with an army 
to take poffeflion of it. That general met with 
Kttle refiftance, many towns opening their gates at , 
the firft fummons ; and the duke, afraid of being 
betrayed into the hands of the French, retired into 
England, leaving the brave fir Robert KnoUes 
his lieutenant in Brittany ""^^ 

Edward, refolving to make another great effort Duke of 
for the recovery and prefervation of his French tcrH^cxl 
dominions, appointed his fon John of Gaunt, duke p«^»«>o« 
of Lancafter, his lieutenant in the kingdom of France, 
France and principality of Aquitaine, and fent 
him with an army to Calais, The duke marched 
from Calais, July 20, at the head of 30,000 men j 
and having ravaged the provinces of Artois and 
Picardie, he purfued his route through Champagne, 
Burgundy, Beaujolois, Farez, Auvergne, into 
Guienne, and arrived at Bourdeaux about Chrift*. 
mas, with the {battered remains of his army, 
without having befieged one town or fought one 
battle ""• 

Conferences for a truce or peace between the A^D.iay*^ 
kings of France and England had been lately 
opened at Bruges, under the mediation of the 

»*^ Froi^arty Iv i* c. 314. 

»»8 Walfing. p, i&r* Froiffart, 1* !« c. %i6, si7« 
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A.I(.i374« pope. After fome time had been fpent in thefe 
^""^'"^^ conferences, a truce was concluded, Pebruary n, 
to continue to Eafter; and this truce was after- 
wards prolonged to May i , in the following year ***. 
This truce was but ill obferved by the duke of 
Anjou, who had long before violated his parole of 
honour to king Edward, and now reduced the 
greateft part of Guienne before the expiration of 
the truce. Thus Edward had the mortification to 
fee himfelf deprived of all his conquefts in France 
(except Calais), the fruits of the glorious viftories 
of Crecy and Poiftiers, rather by the perfidy than 
the valour of his enemies, and his own imprudent 
confidence in their honour and good faith. 
A.D.I375* The conferences for a peace ftill continued at 
Bruges, and the truce, by feveral prolongations, 
was extended to April i, 1377*^. The duchy of 
Brittany was not comprehended in the firft truces ; 
and John de Mountfort having returned from 
England with fome troops, recovered a confider- 
able part of his dominions. But a flop was put to 
this career of fuccefs, by his being included in the 
laft truce, to which he fubmitted *^', 
A,D.i376. Thougk a long truce was now concluded, and 
pariia- negotiations for a peace were carried on, there was 
little profpeft of their fuccefs } and it was expefted 
that the war would be renewed as foon as the truce 
expired. To be prepared for this event, Edward 

*»9 Rymcr, vol. 7. f, 51— >57« 
W® Rymer* vol. 7. p. 6S — 9*. 
^v D*Apgenir6 Hift. de Brit. 1. g. c. £0. 
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fummoned a parliament to meet at Weftmiiifter AD.i^yfi* 
April a8, and demanded a fupply for carrying on 
the war with France. The parliament continued 
the high duty on wool, wool^fells, and leather, for 
three years longer, and promifed a further aid if it 
Ihould be found neceifary *^*. But it foon ap- 
peared that this affembly was far from being 
pleafed with the late management of public affairs, 
and the condud of thofe who now poffeffed the 
higheft place in the king's favour. In fcctafequence 
of their complaints, the lord Latimer, and fcveral 
other perfons of irlferior note, were imprifoned for 
onbezzling the public treafure, and other mifde- 
meanors. Though this was an age of diivulry, in 
which the adoration o£ the lair fex was carried to 
the moft extravagant height, yet a lady fell under 
the ceisifures of this parliament. This was the fa- 
mous Alice Ferrers, for whom Edward, after the 
death of his excellent queen Philippa, had con- 
tradted an affe^on. This lady being of a covet- 
ous difpofition, very much abnfed the fondnefs of 
her royal lover, and is faid to have carried her 
e&ontery fo far as to fit on the bench, and didate 
to the judges. At the requeift of the common^, 
Ih^ was banifhed from courts but fbon after re- 
called •». 

While this parliament was fetting, the nation JJf^'jj^^ 
foftained an irreparable lofs, Iby the death of Ed- ©f w^ict. 
ward prince 6f Wales, better knowli to pofterity 



^^* Parliament. Mift. toU f . p. 319. 

^i Waifipf. p.\ti^. Barnn^ p. 8So«^tU. 
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A^.ryg' by the name of the Black Prince. This excellent 
prince, after languifhing feveral years under a 
lingering difeafe, which he had contracted in Spain^ 
was in the laft ftage of it fexzed with a fever, of 
which he died in the palace of Weftminfter June 8, 
in the 46th year of his age. Thought this event 
had been long expefted, and though all the fruits 
of his glorious vi&ories were already loft and gone, 
there never was a more fincere and univerfal 
mourning than on this occafion. The chara£tdr 
of this prince was a happy mixture of great and 
good qualities, which formed the illuftrious hero 
and the amiable man, and rendered him at once 
the objedl of univerfal love and admiration. His 
death is thought to have fhortened the days of his 
royal father, atid broke the heart of that renowned 
warrior John de Grielly, captal de Buche, who re- 
fufed all nouriflin^ent, and was impatient to follow 
his beloved mafter to the grave. The parliament, 
though in no very good humour, difcovered the 
deepeft concern for his death, and the highefl: ve- 
neration for his memory, by attending his remains 
to the cathedral of Canterbury, where he was 
buried, and by petitioning the king to introduce 
his only furviving fpn, Richard of Bourdeaux^ then 
a youth of ten years and five months old, into their 
aflfembly, that they might have the pleafure of • be- 
holding this only .peprefentative of their belovefl 
prince,. and ,of paying, their duty to him as heir- 
apparent to the crown. At the requeft of both 
houfes Richard was created prince of Wales, and 

• ^ ' : ' ' ' invefted 
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inverted with all his father's honours and polfef- A.D.ia^. 
lions *^*. 

As the truce with France was now drawing to*. A.D.? 377, 
wards an end, and as all endeavours to bring about "Jn*"!** 
a peace had proved abortive, nothing was expefted 
but the renewal of the war. To provide for this 
event, a parliament met on January 27, at Weft- 
minfter, which was opened by Richard prince of 
Wales, by commiflSon from the king, then indif. 
pofed. The commons, after fome deliberation^ 
and conferring with a committee of the lords, 
granted the king a poll-tax of fburpence from 
every perfon in the kingdom above fourteen years 
of age, except beggars *". There feems to have 
been a perfeQ: harmony between the king and this 
his laft parliament, which petitioned him to releafe 
the lord Latimer, Alice Ferrers, and others, from 
the cenfures inflifted upon them by the late parlia- 
ment, and to reftore them to their former ftate *^^ 

Edward finding, from the declining ftate of his ^^^'^^ ®f 
health, that his death was faft approaching, was in. 
eameftly defirous of making peace with France,, 
that he might not leave his infant fucceflbr in- 
volved in a war with fo powerful an enemy. But 
the fame circumftances rendered the French fo 
high in their demands, that, though commiffioners 
had been appointed to treat of peace, nothing could 
be concluded before king Edward's death, which 



•J4 Prpiffart. ]. i. c. 424, i«5, Walfing. p. 190. 
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A.t,ii^j. Iul]^>eiled at his palace of Shdi^^ June i, in the 
^'^'~*^' fixty-fifth year of his age, and the fifty-firft of hi» 

• rdgn **^ 
ciMraaet* Edward III. tiras in his perfon trell fiiaped^ tall, 
w«ra/ ftfong, and adtive) his countenance was comely^ 
his ait majeftic^ and his addfefs engaging* He 
mnch excelled and greatly delighted in the manly 
exercifes of thofe times^ particularly tournaments^ 
which were often celebrated at his court with great 
magnificence* His genius, both for learning, po^ 
litics^ and war, was far above the common rate* 
He underftood feverai languages, and was well 
verfed in the learning of his time, as well as a mu^ 
nificent patron of learning and learned men. He 
difcovered great prudence in the condud of his 
affairs, the management of his parliaments, and 
the many wife laws which were made in his reign 
for the advancement of arts and commerce ; though 
he was ihamefully outwitted by Charles king of 
France, and his brothers, rather through their 
total want of faith and honour, than his want of 
policy* His almoft conftant fuccefs in war, while 
he appeared at the head of his armies^ is a fufE* 
cient proof of his military talents **'. If ive exa* 
mine his wars with France and Scotland by the 
ftria rules of morality, they will not appear very 
juftifiable j and if we judge of them by their finaU 
iffue, they were not very profitable. For though 
he infll£):ed infinite mifchiefs on both thefe king* 

*I7 Rymer, Toh 7. p. 15*. 

^'^^ Anonimi iiift. £cl* lit. p, 451* Walfing. p, i9*» 19^. 
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doniJ, and raifed the martial fame of Eftglaiid td A.l>.ff77. 
the higheft pitch, it was at a pi'odigicus expencc 
dif blood and treaftire ; and he made no lafiing 
eonquefts^ exce|5t Calais and Berwick.. The am^ 
bition of this prince, which hath gained him the 
^greateft feme, was in reality the flioft exception- 
able part of Ks charafter, which was adorned with 
many Ihhiing tirtues. He was a rare example of 
human felicity, having for more than forty years 
enjoyed a very uncommon degree of happineis 
in his family, and of fuccef^ in all his under- 
tafa'ngSr 

\ Edward's ohiy queen was Philip^a of Hainaiilt 5 ^^ ^^^^ 
with vfhcm he lived in the moft perfect conjugal 
harmony above two and forty years,- and by whom 
he had feven fons md five daughters^ viz. 

I0 Edward of "V^oodftock, commonly called the 
Black Prince^ from the colour of his armour, the 
darling of his'royal parents, was born at Woodftock, 
June 15, A# D* 1336*^'; married to his coufin 
Jane, the Fait Maid of Kent, in 1361 ; by whom 
he left an only fon, named Richard, who filcceeded 
his grafidfather in the throne ^^* 

2. William of Halfield, bom 1336; died 
young **\ 

3. Lionel of Antwerp, duke of Clarence, bom 
November 29, 1338 *^* j was married, firft, to Eli* 
fabeth de Burgh, heirefe of Uifter ; by whom he 

^19 Wal6nghamy p. ^30. 

«♦« Sandford'* Gknea^.Hift, p,%t$^kc. 

•♦* Ypord. Nwift. f. 5tj. *** Sandford, p. itu 
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^'^^J7r * (eft one daughter, Philippa, married to Edmund 
Mortimer, earl of Marche. For his fecond wife, 
the duke of Clarence married Violante, daughter of 
the duke of Milan ; by \('hom he had no children^ 
He died in Italy, in 1368 ^. 

4, John of Gaunt, bom in 1340 ; was married, 
firft, in 1359, to Blanche, one of the daughters and 
coheireiTes of Henrv the Good, duke of I^ancafter 
(after whofe death he was created duke of Lan- 
cafter); by whom he left a fon, named Henry, 
fucceffively earl of Derby, duke of Hereford and 
Lancafter, and king of England, by the name of 
Henry IV ^*^. For his fecond wife, John of Gaunt 
married Conftantia, eldeft daughter of don Pedro 
king of Caftile ; in whofe right he afiumed that 
title ; and by whom he had a daughter, afterwards 
queen of Caftile. For his third wife he married 
Catharine Swinford ; by whom he had feveral. chil- 
dren • 

5. Edmund of Langley, bom in 1341, created 
earl of Cambridge in 1362, and duke of York in 
1384 ; mariied Ifabella, youngeft daughter of don 
Pedro king of Caftile ; by whom he had Edward, 
his eldeft fon, who died without ifliie ; and Richard 
carl of Cambridge ; who marrying his coufin Anne 
Mortimer, heirefe of the houfe of Clarence, had 
Richard duke of York, v/ho was father of Edward 
IV, king of England 



*45 



»43 Sandford, p. 219, s«i. a»5# •♦♦ WaJiihg. p. i4g, 

*45 Ypod* Neuft» f. 514. Sasdfordi pt 3571 359. 560. %$$, 

6. Wil- 
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6. William of Windfor, who died in his in- A.l>.i377* 
fancy ^^. ^ v— -,-*^ 

y. Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Gloucefter, 
and Conftable of England ^^^ 

The daughters of king Edward and his que^iil 
Philippa were, i. Ifabel, married in 1365 to En- 
guerrand de Coucy, created duke of Bedford; 2. 
Joan, contracted to don Pedro king of Caftile, but 
died of the plague at Boiirdeaux, in 1 349, before 
marriage ^"^^ ; 3. Blanche, who di^d in her infancy ; - 
4. Mary duchefs of Brittany ; 5. Margaret couhtefs 
of Pembroke, who died without iffue. 

David Bruce, king of Scotland, who Was taken Hift«ry of 
prifoner at the battle of Durham, October 17, 
A. D. 1346, continued in captivity no lefs than 
eleven years, though various negotiations Were fet 
on fpot for procuring his deliverance*"*. He was 
permitted to pay a vifit to his dominions. A, D. 
1351, upon giving hoilages, and making oath to 
return into cuftody when required ^^°. This relax- 
ation in his confinement (which had been very 
ftrift) was probably ^granted to promote the fuccefs 
of a private agreement which he had made with the 
king of England, by procuring the confent of his 
fubjefts to that agreement. The nature of this fe- 
cret treaty between the two kings is not known j 

^'^^ Sindfcrd, p. 178. *♦' Id, p. an;. 

*♦' Ryuier, v«l. 5. p, 4SS.4a59 416, 417, 4»S, &c. 
*^9 Rymeri Foed. t. 5. p. 618. 686. C99, 700. 
*5o Id. ibid. p. 711. 7»i. 7a4« 7*7« 
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A^P t35i> bat it is believed to have been iinfavounible to the 
independency of Scotland ; and David having failed 
in his attempts to procure its confirmation, return- 
ed into confinement, A. D. 1352*^'. After long 
conferences, a treaty for the liberation of David, 
and a truce of nine years, was concluded at New-< 
caftle, 13th July A. D. 1354, ratified by the com- 
miffioners of Scotland 12th November, and 'by 
the king of England and the prince of Wales 5thL 
December*^*. But the effeft of this treaty was 
prevented by the intrigues of the king of Prance ; 
who, by fending a body of foMiers, and a fum of 
money into Scotland, prevailed upon the Scots to 
continue the war ; and they had the good fortune 
to defeat fir Thomas Gray, keeper of Norham 
eaflle, in Odober, and to take the town of Ber- 
wick in November, A-^ D. 1355 ^^K But they did 
not long enjoy this conquefl ; for Edward having 
invefted the town with a great anny, it was fur* 
rendered by capitulation *3ih January A. D-. 

A.D.1356. Edward, having recovered Berwick, and obtjain- 
Expecii- ed a formal furrender of the crown and kingdom 
Edward of Scotland from his wretched tool Edward Baliol 

icolllnd (I^i^^^i^y ^o)' niarehed at the head of a great 

\ army into Lothian, attended by a fleet of viftuallers 

in the Forth. But the Scots* having removed all 

their cattle and provifions, and the Englifh fleet 

*5» RymcriFoffd.t. 5. p» 7^7. 74-6. Fordtin, K 14. c. rj. 

»5* KymenFojd.t. 5. p. 793. 8i». 

s'j Fordony L X4« c, 9> io* 

^H Fordun, 1. »4. c. i»* Rymri'* F«^* t. 5. p^S«f. 
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having been difperfed by a ftorm, he found it im-. 
poffible to proceed any further than to Edinburgh. 
His troops were baraffed in their retreat by flying 
parties of the Scots, which provoked him to de- 
ftroy the country with fire and fword, not fparing 
the njoft magnificent churches *". This expedition 
was long remembered in Scotland by the jiame of 
The burnt Candlemas. 

Edward, convinced of the difBcuity of fubduing King of 
"Scotland, began to thing ferioufly of making peace fo^ied. 
with that country, and of procuring ^s great a 
ranfom as he could for its king, who was ftill his 
prifoner. With this view he appointed William 
de Bohun eaH.of North4tmpton, and others, his 
commiflion^rs, to treat with the prelates, nobles,, 
and people, of Scotland, about the redemption of 
David Bruce, and a perpetual peace between the 
two kingdoms *^^ The parliament of Scotland 
(17th January A. D. 1357) named four com*. 
mi^Iianers, two bifhops, and two barons, tp treat 
with tbofe of England **% That the conferences 
might not b^' interrupted by hoftilities, a truce for 
fix months was concluded 8 th May *^'. The com- 
miflioners of bpth kingdoms met at Berwick, to 
which place the captive king was alfo conduced *^'. 
The chief difficulty in this negotiation was, to fettle 
the ranfom to be paid by the Scots for the re^ 
den^ption of their king. The Engliih demanded 

•5f Pordun, I, 14. C 1 3. *5* Rymeri Feed. t. 5. p. $47, 

^'7 Id. ibid. p. 8 SI* ^'^^ Id. i^id, t, 6f p« i|« 

>59 Id. ibid. p. J I* 
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i\.D.i357. 100,000 marks, an exorbitant fum in thofe times, 
containing as mnch filver as 2oo,oool. of our 
money, and more difEcult to raife than a million 
would be at prefent. As no abatement of this 
demand could be obtained, the commiffioners, and 
alfo the parliament of Scotland, engaged to pay it 
in ten years, by equal payments of 10,000 marks 
each year; and to give twenty young men of 
quality hoftages, for fecurity*^. By one article 
it was provided, that the truce between the two 
kingdoms fhould continue till the ranfom was paid. 
In confequencc of this treaty the king of Scots was 
fet at liberty, in October A. D. 1 367. 

Tteatie$. The fetal expedition into England, A. D. 1346, 
which had involved the king and people of Scot- 
land in fo many calamities, had beoi undertaken 
at the iniligation of France; and therefore the 
Scots very properly applied to France to affift 
them in paying the heavy ranfom of their king. 
This application wis at firft eluded by excufes ; 
, but the French being ftill at war with England, 
and (landing in need of the aid of their ancient 
allies, a treaty was concluded, April A. D. 1360, 
in which the French engaged to pay the Scots 
50,000 marks, and the Scots engaged to renew 
the war with England**'. But this tresTty was 
never executed : for by an article of the famous 
treaty of peace between the French and Englifh at 
Bretigny, concluded only about a month after, the 

*6» Rymer. Fcjed, t. #. p. 46—52. 

*^< Annals of Scotland, toI.^. p« i/^$, 247,148. 

king 
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king of France renounced every alliance with Scot- ^^ll^;^* 
land, and engaged, for himfelf and hid fucceflbrs^ 
never to make any new alliance with that king* 
dom ~*\ In this manner do great kings fometimei 
trifle with their engagements. 

After Scotland had been long involved in the P«ft«i«nc5. 
calamities of war, it was vifited by a deftruQdve 
peftilence, A. D. J 361, which raged a whole year, 
and is faid to have carried off about one third of 
the inhabitants ^'^^ ' Johanna quecti of Scotland^ 
fitter of Edward III. died in England, A. D. . 

King David Bruce paid frequent yifits 16 Eng*. Intriguft 
land after he recovered hi^ liberty, and was engaged the'fucce('-> 
in certain fecret intrigues with that courf^ to defestt ^^^^^ * 
thefucceflion of his nephew Robert the Si&xztt^ theStcw^' 
who hzd been regent of the kingdom during fiis *'^* 
captivity, . After his retiirn fram one of thefe vifit?, . 
A.D. 1363, he made a pfopofal to his parliament 
at Scone, That if he died without iffue, they fhould 
chufe Lionel duke of Clarence, the fecond fon erf 
Edward III. to be their kin^. This propofal was 
unanimoufly rejeftcd with fcom and indig«ai2ori by 
the parliament, who declared. That they ^ould ' 
never permit an Englifbman to reign over them t 
but would fupport the fettlement of the crown^ 
which had been made by parliament on the Stewart 
5U\d bis family *•'. David was not deterred by this 



•fi» Ryrneri FjwL t. 6. p. 178— 196^ 

»6! Fotdun, 1. 14. c. 14, 45. i*"* Walfmg, p. 179, 

»^5 Fordun, I. 14. c. 25. 
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A.D.ist3. refolute sttifwcr, or even by the civil commotions 
which his propofal had occafioned, from purfuing 
his peiliicious £chemes : for on his return to Eng* 
land he made an agreement with Edward, that he, 
or the king of England for the time bdng, (hould 
fucceed to the crown of Scotland, on the death of 
David without ifliie ; and a plan was formed for 
regulating the gpvemmrat when that event tool^ 
pla^ ^^« But it was foon found, that diefe dark 
intrigues and private conventions could have no 
effedk, while the Scots were unanimouflj deter* 
mined to defend their independency ; and therefore 
' Afff were kept feeret« 

Marrage , David Bnice, bdng now a widowisr, fell in love 
•fD^d* with and married Margaret Logie, a gentlewoman 
II. of fisgolar beauty. For fome time the influence 

of this lady over her amorous hu(band was very 
great ; but it was not of long duration ; and they 
were divorced in February A. D. 1370**^* David 
did not long furvive this event. He died in the 
caiUe of Edinburgh, 23d February A. D. 13719 
in the forty<*leventh year of his age, and forty- 
fecond of his reign ^. 
Chsrs^. David IL thqugh not defe£tive in perfonal cou- 
rage, was a weak, capricious, and unfortunate 
prince, having fpent about one half of his reign in 
exile or in captivity. The veneration of the Scots 
for the memory of their illuftrious deliverer, Robert 

«^ Rymeri Fctdi u 6. p. ^t6, 4<7* Anaalt of Seotiaml, Tof • «• 
»S7 ForduD* 1. 14« c. %tp 14* *^' Id. ibid. 
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Bruce, kept them fleady in ttieip attachment to his A.Ptyrt< 
only fon, in fj^te of atl his faHings. He iras fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Robert the Stewart^ tl>c firft 
of thalt family who wore z crown. 



SECTION V, 

The civii and wilifary hifiory ^f Britain^ from th^ 
acceffim ^f Richard IL yune «i. A, D* i377s 
to the ^ccejftm of Henry IV. Septetaber 30, 

.A.Pr 1399^ 

T3 ICHARD JI, was in the 1 1 th year of his z^ a,o.i57|w 

"^ wjien he fucceeded his gran4£ather Edward IIL <,fl^ciuiwl 
Qn the throne pf Ei^land. Jiis» tendpr years, thi^ i^* 
exquifite beauty of his perfon, and the remembrance 
of his beloved father the Black Prince, greatly en- 
deared him to his fubjefbt ii^ho expre^ed the high- ^ 
^(l fatisfadion at his acce0ion. When king £dwar4 
lay at th$ point of death, the citizens of London 
fent a foleinn deputation to the prince, then at 
Kingftop upon Thames, to profefs their attach- 
ment to his interefl, and invite him to take up hiis 
refidence in their city; with yrhich invitation he ' 
complied. He was crowned at Weflminfter, July 
1 6, with great magnificence, and every poiBble ex- 
preffion of univerfal joy % 

« Walfing. p, 191;. Rymer* v^U 7» p. 157—1^0, 
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A.i).i377 But notwithllanding all thcfe fair appearances^ 
JMs^Zur- the affairs of England were not in a very happy 
able (Utc lituation at this time. The young king being in- 
land. ^ capable of holding the reins of government, was 
wholly under the direftion of his three uncles, , 
John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, Edmund of 
Langley earl of Cambridge, afterwards duke of 
York,^ and Thomas of Woodftock, earl of Buck- 
ingham, afterwards duke of Gloucefter. The duke 
of Lancafter, who bore the chief fway, was proud, 
pailionate, and unpopular, and, very unfit for the 
difficult part he -had to aft. The nation was in- 
volved in an unfortunate war with France, for 
which no preparation was made, and was alfo on 
ill terms with Spain and Scotland ; . and the com- 
mons were greatly difcontented at the continual 
demands which had been lately made upon thefn 
for the fupport of the French war. The ill ef- 
fefts of thefe unfavourable circumftances foon ap- 
peared. 
War with The truce with France having expired May i , 
the war was renewed ; and the French had fent 
armies into Guienne, Brittany, and the marches 
of Calais, where they had taken two forts before 
the late king's death. In Attguft, a body of 
French plundered the ifle of Wight, burnt the 
town of Haftings, and made attempts upon Win- 
chelfey and Southampton, though without fuccefs *. 
parlia- To provide for repelling thefe infults, and pro- 

*"^"* 'fecuting the war with vigour, a parliament was 

» Walfin^. p, 198, 199. Froiffart, I, i. c, 347. 
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fammoned to meet at Weftminfter, Odober 13, 
The houfe of commons, after confulting with a 
committee of lords, granted two fifteenths from 
the counties, and two tenths from the cities and 
boroughs, to be paid into the hands of Joha 
Philpot, and W, XValworth, merchants in Lon* 
don, and appropriated to the expences of the war, 
together with the fubfidy on wool. Through the 
inSuence of the king's uncles in this parliament, 
the famous Alice Ferrers was fentenced to banifii- 
ment, and her eftates cqnfifcated* No regent noir 
regency was appointed ; but by the affent of the 
king an4 lords to . a. petition of the commons, a 
council of nine perfons was chofen, to advife and 
affift the king in the adminiftration of govern* 
meat for one yeai*, and a like council ordained to 
be chofai every year, by parliament, during the 
king's minority ^ This method was probably 
taken out of jealoufy of the duke of Lancafter, 
who had the beft claim to the regency, if a regent 
had been appointed^ 

The war between England and France was not A.D.ij7a. 
carried on with much vigour on either fide, nor i[f ^"w^. 
did it produce many events worthy of the atten* 
tion of pofterity. O^e Mercer, a Scotchman, in* , 
fefted the north-eaft coafts of England with a fmall 
fleet, and feized fome (hips in the port of Scar- 
borough ; but John Philpot of London fitted out 
fome ibips at bis own cxpence, with which he en* 
gaged Meix:er, defeated, and took him prifoner *• 

3 Parliament. Hift. vol. i, p- 335-"344» 4V/aJfing, p. aif. 

The 
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A.D.n7S, xhc duke of Lancafter, though not diredly re- 
Dttke of gw^9 ^<^ 3^ almoil unbounded influence over the 
Lancar- cotincil of adminiftration ; arid prevailed with them 
«iHien into to givc him thedifpofal of the money arifing irDin 
^'^''' the late parliamentary grants, promifmg not only 
to proteft the kingdom from all its enemies^ but 
alfo to perform fome notable exploit for its honour 
and advantage. To perform this promife, he raifed 
' an army and equipped a fleet for invading France. 
Before the grand fleet was ready to fsul, he fent the 
earl« of Arundel and Salifl[)ury, with a few ihips 
and fome troops, to take pofleffion of Cberburg^ 
which was ceded to England by the king of 
Navarrew The two earls had an engagement on 
their p^iTage with a Spanifh fleet, in which they 
fttftained fome lofs, though they afterwards exe- 
cuted thdr commiflion. About the end of July the 
duke failed with a gallant fleet and ^my ; and, 
landing in Brittany, invefted St. Ms^Io. The con» 
ftable du Guefclin haftened with an army to the re- 
lief of the place; and the duke, finding it would bd 
impoflible to take th^e town in the prefence of th^ 
enemy, raifed the fiege, and returned home, with* 
out having performed any thing worthy of his 
mighty promUes and great expences % 
War with A party of about eighty Septs, commanded" by 
Scotland, ^^ Alexander Ramfay, furprifed the caftle of 
Berwick on November 25 ; but it was foon after 
recovered by the earl of Northumberland, and all 
the Scots, except their leader, put to the fword. 

After 
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After this the earl inarched into Scotland J but Ai.D.t3jt 
a pait of hisjirmy being defeated near Melrofe, 
he difmiffed the reft, and put an end to the cam- 
paign \ 

A parliament v^et iat Gloucefter, Oftober 20, ^^^'j* 
to which it was reprefented, that the king was at 
a great expence in maintaining the garrifons of 
Calais, Che^burg, Breft, Bourdeaux, and Bayoniie^ 
^d in defending the kingdom from its numerous 
enemies ; and a fupply was demanded for defray:^ 
injf thefe expenceg. The houfe of commoiis dif- 
covcred an extreme unwillingnefe to comply with 
this demand 5 alleging, that there muft be a great 
part of the money granted by the laft parliament 
ilill in the treafury ; that the king's ordinary re- 
venues were fufficient, with good management, 
for anfwenng all thefe purpofes ; and that the peo- 
ple of England had nothing to do with the great 
chaige of 465O00I. for maintaining the .garrifoi» 
in France. But at length, by the eameft and re- 
peated entreaties of the lords, the commons were 
prevailed upon to continue the high duty on wool^ 
wool-fells, and leather, and even to grant an ad« 
didonal duty of one mark on every fack of wool,r 
and every two hundred and forty wool-&lIs, and 
two marks on every laft of leather, befides 6d. ia 
the pound on all merchandife exported and im^ 
ported ^ 

♦ JProlCarft t. «. c. 7— <©• Walfing, p. 519. 

^ Carte^ vol. ». p, 547. ex Rot. Parliiment. Walfmg. p. nj. 
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A.D.1379. The late unfuccefsful expedition of the duke of 
Lancafter into Brittany, was followed by the lofs 
of all that duchy, except Breft, which was put into 
the hands of the Englifli by John de Mountfort 
duke of Brittany, for an eftate in England, where 
he refided v/ith very h'ttle hopes of ever being 
reftored to his dominions •. The conqueft of this 
country appeared fo complete to Charles V* king 
of France, that. by a folemn fentence he annexed 
the duchy of Brittany to the kingdom of France 
for ever ^ But fo uncertain are the principles of 
human policy, that ^this fentence, calculated to ex- 
tinguifh the laft hopes of John de Mountfort, was 
the means of reftoring him to the poffeffion of his 
country in a very little time. For though the 
people of Brittany difliked their duke for his in- 
violable attachment to England, and on that ac- 
count had affifted the French in expelling him, 
there was nothing in the world they dreaded fo 
much as the fubjeSion of their country to the 
crown of France. In order to avoid this, they 
fent repeated invitations to Mountfort to return 
into Brittany, promifing to receive him as their 
fovereign, and to fupport him with the utmoft zeal 
and loyalty. Being at length convinced of their 
fincerity, he failed from Southampton, and land- 
ing near St. Malo, Auguft 3, with a few troops, 
he was every where received with the loudeft ac- 
clamations of joy, and got poffeflion of the chief 
places of his dominions *^ 

^ Kymcr, vol. 7, p. 190 — 195. 9 D'Argentrc Hift. Brit.l. 9. c. 3. 
10 vValfing, p, 2A5. Fioiffart, t. ». chr 44. 
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Though the events of the war with I^rance, A.D.1380. 
Caftile, and Scotland, were not very memorable; 
the expences of it, and of the foreign garrifons, 
were very great, and occafioned frequent applica- 
tions to parliament. One was fummoned to meet 
at Weftminfter January 14, A. D. 1380, which, 
after appointing commiffioners to examine .into 
every branch bf the adminiftration, granted one 
fifteenth and a half from the counties, and one 
tenth and a half from the cities and boroughs ; 
and continued the high duties on wool, wool-fells^ 
and leather, for another year after Michaelmas 
next, when they were to have expired". Having 
thus provided for the public expences, they re- 
qucfted that there might be no meeting of parlia- 
ment for one year after Michaelmas next. 

Though the people of Brittany had received Exp«/JJ- 
their duke with great cordiality, he foon found Brittany, 
that it would be impoffible for him to contend with 
the fuperior power of France without affiftance 
from England, whiqh he folicited with much 
earneftnefs. A great army was raifed and fent to 
his relief, under the command of the king's uncle, 
Thomas earl of Buckingham j which, marching 
from Calais in the end of July, paifed tbroiigh 
Picardie, Champagne, and other provinces of 
France, plundering the country, without meeting 
with any oppofition ". , 

As this army approached the confines of Brit- p!**i ^«- 
tl^ly, they received the news of the death of the' * 

«' Parliament. Hift* vbl. i. p. 355—1^.7% 
«» Froiflart^ !# »• c* 50—55. 

king 
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A>^tjgew fcjjjg ^ France, Charles V. wha expired oir 
September i6, and was fucceeded by^ his fott 
Charles VL a youth about twelve years of age '•^. 
rtlt^St J** '^^^^ event produced a great change in the de- 
t>* Brii- figns ©f the duke of Brittany. This prince, oh* 
<^* fcrving that the averfion of his fnbjefts to the 
Englifli was not in the leaft abated, and that feveral 
of hh towns were refolved to fhut their gates 
Igainft them, began to think of making his peace 
with France, and wiih great fecrecy font commif- 
goners to Paris to propofe to accommodation. 
But as he had , invited the Englifli army to hi^ 
afliftance, he found it neceffary ta receive them 
with fome degree of cfciKty j and fent fix of hisf 
chief nobility to compKment the earl of Buckings 
ham on his arrival in Brittany, and to propofe aa 
interview with their duke^ Thefe princes accord- 
ingly met at Meziere, nsear Rcnnes j where it was' 
agreed, that the v Engiifh army fhould undertake 
the fiege of Nantes^ in which the duke prcmiifed 
to join tbeni with his forces,- in ^ few weeks^ The 
' EngUfh, in confequence of this agreement, inr- 
vefted Nantes, and continued the fiege about two* 
months ; when finding that the duke had failed in 
bis engagement to pin them^ through the averfion 
of his fubje&s to the Englifh intereft, they raifed 
Ac fiege, 2nd retired to Vannes into winter-quar-' 

tcrs'^ 
Wtr wftfc The Scots invaded and plundered Gumberland 

****^"*' and Weftmordasid in furamer,, and carried oB 

n'Fi«i.Tm, I. a. c. j?tf. 60. '4FroilIait, t. ».cb. ;$)— 6^. 
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much booty; particularly feyeral thoufands of cat^ A,D.i^«p. 
tie of different kinds. When the earl of Nor- 
thumberland was raiting an army to retaliate this 
injury, he was reftrained by orders from court, 
Thefc orders were probably procured by the in^ 
fluence of the duke of Lancafter, who defigned 
this employment for himfelf. Accordingly bd 
made an expedition into Scotland, where he ga- 
thered no laurels ; but having concluded a truce 
at Berwick, November i, he returned to Eng- 
land/\ 

Though the lafl: parliament had requefted that Par^**- , 
there might not be another till a year after, the 
exigencies of the ftate requiring it, one was called 
to meet at Northampton November 5, ahd a frefh 
fupply demanded, for the pay of the army under 
the earl of Buckingham in Brittany, and for other 
purpofes» The parliament, after long deliberzf^ 

tion, and feveral conferences between the two 

1' 

houfes, impofed a poll-tax of three groats ofi 
every perfon in the kingdom above fifteen years of 
age, except mere beggars, the richer to affift the 
poorer** : a tax which was produdUve of *very fat;fl 
confequences, ~ ' ^ 

The negotiations of the duke of Brittany at the A.D.ijSi, 
court of France were now perfected ; and a peace amy re- 
was concluded January 15, by which the duke twrn«from 
engaged to renounce his alliance with England, 
to fend home the Englifh army now in his coun- 

m 

«f Wainng« p. 140. ft44.. Ryrocr, vol. 7. p. «76— »79« 
«* Parliament. Hift, Tgl. i. p# 35»^36|. 
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A.D.f3Sf. try, and to hold his duchy of the cro^lm of France. 

Nothing could equal the furprife of the earl of 

fiuckmgham when he heard of this treaty. But 

as there was no remedy, he embarked his army and 

returned to England, having endured great £aitigues, 

and expended great fums of money '^ 

State of The ppU-tax impofed by the lad parliament excited 

snonpeol the moft violent commotions in England. That 

P'^* numerous and uleful clafs of men who were in thofe 

times called Villains^ and were little better than 

the ilaves and property of their lordly mafters, 

had of lat^ years bom the yoke with great im- 

patience. This yoke was rendered more galling 

by the frequent taxes latdly impofed by parlia^ 

ment, particularly by the poll-tax, which fell very 

heavy on the poorer fort of people, and was made 

piore' grievous by the fev^rity with which it was 

CoUede^- In a word, the minds of the common 

people all over England were fo exafperated by 

the various oppreflions under whigh they laboured, 

that they were ready to ^engage in any defperate 

attempt •*• 

Infurrec- -^ itroll fpark fet fire to this train, and excited 

tionofthc a prodigious flame. A quarrel arifing between 

^opie* one of the poll-tax' gatherers and a tyler in Dept* 

ford, named Walter, the tyler beat out the brains 

of the tax-gatherer with his hammer"^. His 

neighbours applauded the aftion, and promifed to, 

prot^d him from pvmiihment. In a little time 

>7 Walfing. p^ %^%, ft4}, FfoiiTart, 1. »• c. 65. 
>f Knyghtoo, col. %^ii. 19 Id. ibid. 
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feveral hundreds ^ere gathered together, who were AjPijgi; 
every moment alarmed and enraged by flying re* 
ports of the dreadfiil vengeance which the govcrnr 
ment threatened to take for the ,,death qf the taxr 
gatherer. The infurgents fent meffengers into 
the neighbouring counties on both fides of the 
Thames, commanding the commoa people to joia 
with them in (baking off the yoke of fervitude, 
and taking vengeance on their oppreflbrs, Thefe 
commands were too well obeyed. The commons 
every where abandoned their employments, and 
flew to arms. From all parts they direfted their* 
march toward London, burning the houfes, and 
plundering the eftates of the nobility and gentry 
in their route. The rage of this dangerous ihulti* * 
tude was much inflamed by the declamations of 
one John Ball, a feditious preacher, whom they 
had releafed out of Maidftpne gaol. This turbu- 
lent monk, who had been long remarkable for 
courting low popularity, held forth with great 
vehemence to the rioters on the natural equality 
of mankind, which he exhorted them to reftore, 
by murdering all the nobility, gentry, lawyers, and 
fuperior clergy, and dividing the world amongft 
themfelves *^, The infurgents of Kent, Effex, 
and the neighbouring counties, came to a general 
rendezvous on Blackheath, Wednefday June 12, 
when they are faid to have amounted to 1 00,000 
men, under their two leaders Wat Tyler and Jack 
Straw. 

*• Walfing, p. 175. Froiflart, ]. »• c« 7«. Knyghton, col. 
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A>P«f3<t, •pjjg progrefs of this infurreffion was fo rapid, 

Progcefo stnd the conftemation it occafioned fo great, that 

^reaioD. ^^ meafures were taken by the government for its 

fuppreilion. The king's three uncles, who had 

the chief diredion of affairs, were all abfent; the 

duke of Lancailer in Scotland, negotiating a truce 

with that kingdom ; the earl of Cambridge gone 

with fome troops to the affiflance of the king of 

Portugal, againft the king of Caftile; and the 

carl of Buckingham at his eftate in Wales *'. 

/ The young king, in this extremity, took fhelter 

'^ with his mother and a few of his counfellors, in 

the tower of London. 
Tbeinfttf. Among other afts of violence which the infur- 
f*m cVagc gents committed in their way to London, they 
to the feized feveral knights and gentlemen, whom they 
obliged to accompany them; and from Black- 
heath they fent one of thefe knights to the tower 
of London, with a meffage to the king, inviting 
him to come and fpeak with them concerning the 
government of the kingdom, which they faid was 
ill conducted by his uncles, by the archbxQiop of 
Canterbury, and others **. 
Thefkine's After fome time fpent in deliberation, the king 
anfwer. returned this anfwer by their own meffenger: 

That if they would approach the river Thames, 
he would fpeak with them next morning, being 
Thurfday June 13/' Agreeable to this mef- 
fage, the king went on board his barge early in 
the morning, with the earls of Salilbury, Warwick, 

»' f roHTart* t. ». c, 7J, »» Id. ibid. 

and 
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and fome other noblemen, aiid fleered towards A^D.^iSx. 

Redriff, where al)Out 10,000 of the infurgents at- ~*^'~^ 

tended on the banks. As foon as they beheld the 

royal barge approaching, they fet up fuch horrible 

cries (fays Froiffart), as if all the devils in hell 

had been in their company* The noblemen who 

were with the king diifuaded hini from expofing , 

his perfon to the will of fucl^ an enraged rabble ; 

upon which he put back, and returned to the 

tower**. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the fury of the rioters Tht infor. 

, . ,.n • A r • ^ gems enter 

on this difappomtment. Ag loon as it was com^ London, 
municated to the main body on Blackheath, they 
immediately fet out for London, deftroying every 
thing in their way. In South wark they did much 
mifchief, burning houfes, and beheading all gen- 
tlemen who were fo unhappy as to fall into their 
hands. The ^ate on London bridge, which had 
been Ihut, being opened by the mob within^ they 
rufhed in, and fpread over all the city, filling 
every place with conflernation. They burnt the 
noble palace of the Savoy e, with all its rich furni*- 
ture, belonging to the duke of Lancafter^ the 
chief objeft of their malice. The temple, with 
all its valuable records, fhared the fame fate. They 
cut off the heads of all the Flemings and Lom- 
bards they could find ; clnd would have done much 
more mifchief, if the greateft part of them had 
not been overcome with liquor, and funk into re* 
pofe*\ 

*> FroiflTart, t. %. c. 76.* 

*4 Id. ibid. Walfing. p. 249. 'Knyghfon, col. 1635. 
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A.D.13S1. In th^ night which focceeded this fatal day, a 
Council council was held in the tower ; in which the in- 
heid it) the trepid W. Walworth, lord mayor of London, pro- 
pofed to ruih out upon the ridters, now buried in 
. ' ileep and wine, and put thein to the fword. But 
.this meafure appearing too dangerous to the other 
counfellors, it was refolved, that the king fliould 
endeavour to prevail upon them to fepiarate, and 
return home, by fair words, and by granting 2II 
their demands *K 
Tlicinfiir- Next morning, June 14, the king fent a meffage 
dlrfever'af ^^ the infurgeuts, who appeared in great multi* 
great men. tudes ou Towcr-hill, and demanded an audience, 
" That if they would peaceaMy retire to Mile- 
** end, he would meet them, and hear their de- 
** mands.** The great body of the rioters com- 
plied with this meflage ; /and the king, with a few 
attendants, all unarmed, leaving the tower, pro- 
ceeded to'that place. Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, 
with a muWtudie of their moft furious followers, 
rufhed into the tower as foon as the king left it, 
feized Simon Sudbury, archbilhbp of Canterbury, 
the chancellor, and fir Robert Hales, the trea- 
furer, and immediately * cut off their heads, with 
thofe of fome other perfons of inferior note **. 
The king In the mean time the king reached Mile^^nd, 

Srrrgenti.^'^^^^ he found an immenfe multitude, computed 
to be 6ojOpo; to whom he addrelfed himfelf 
in the mildeft and kindeft language, aiking them 

*5 Fix>i(rart, t, ». e. 76, . - 

^^Idibid. Yi^alfing. p. 251. Kn/ghton, 001.3635. 
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what they wanted, a&d promilmg to grant th^vi AJ^.uSi. 
whatever they defifed. They demanded that they, ^"^"^"^ 
thetr lands, poflelfion;, and pofterity, might fa[e 
free ; and that there might be no flayes or fervi* 
tude in England for ever. The kipg, with thQ 
greatefl franknef^, promifed to grant them the 
moft ample charters of freedom, iinder (he great 
feal, with a pardon ^or all that was pafl, provided 
they would retire peaceably to their, own homes. 
The people joyfylly accepted thefe oflfers ; and 
about thirty expert clerks being fet to work to 
write thefe charters, which confifted o^ly pf a few 
lines, they were fealed, ap^d delivered to all who 
demanded ^(iiem, who thereupon returned home^ 
happy in the fuccefs of their expedition ^% 

While, the infureents fjrom Effex and Hertford- yf.f^Jy^^^ 
fhkp were thus difperfing, thofe of Kept were ftill 
cairying on their mvages in and about London, 
under the direftion of their leader Wat Tyler, 
who had formed ;the molt diabolical dedgns. Thefe 
defigns were to feize the king, to murder all the 
nobility, to plunder and then to bum the city of 
London. But providence would not permit fuch ' 
hellilh purpofes to be crowned with fuccefs j for . 
on Saturday June 15, as the king was paffing 
through Smithfield^ with about iixty hotTejii^ in ^ 
his train, he met Wat TCjler at the head of twenty 
thoufand.of his followers. As foon as. Tyler faw 
the king, he put fpurs to his horfe, and preffed 
into the royal presence, where he behaved in the 

»7 Br»dy, tol 2. Append. No. 103. Walfing, p. 154. 
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A.P.f3Sf. niQd clownifli and audacious matmer, and made 
the moft fi^elefs and attravagant demands ^. The 
generous Walworth, lord mayor of London, who 
was in the king's company, not able to bear the 
infolence of this audacious clown, drew his fword, 
and with one blow felled him from his ,horfe to the 
ground, where he was inftancly difpatched **. 

This bold a£don might have been fatal to the 
king, and all his company, if the rioters had been 
allowed time to recover from their furpiife. But 
while they were ftanding motionlefs with aftonifh- 
ment at the unexpefted fall of their leader, the 
young king, with 2, preTence of mind which feemed 
to be infpired from Heaven, rode up to them, and 
faid, ^' My lieges, be not concerned for the lofs of 
^''yoiir unworthy leader; I am your king, I will 
^^ be your leader, follow me into the fields, and 
*' I will grant you whatever you can defire." The 
king, riding gently on towards the open fields, 
the multitude followed him, hardly knowing what 
they did, and ftill lefs what they defigned to do ^. 

In the mean time, a cry arofe in the city, that 
the infurgents had the king in their hands,, and 
defigned to murder him. Great multitudes flew 
to arms to refcue their fovereign, or revenge bis 
death ; and the lord mayor, in a fliort time, col- 
lefted fome thoufands of brave men, well armed, 
under the command of fir Robert SLnoUes and 
others.; vj^^iondufted them into the fields, where 
the king was communing with the rioters. As* 

** KnyghkoB» pt 1636. 

»9 Walfmg. p. *s$* Froiflkrt, 1. »• c. 77t S® Walfing. p. 153. 
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fodn as thefe wretches beheld the men at arms^ A.D,i$it. 
^ey were feized with a panic, f^U upon their 
knees, and impldred the fcing*s mercy; which 
that prince, with equal wifdom and goodnels, 
granted them, on condition that they immediately 
difperfed and returned home ^\ 

While thefe furprifing fcenes were ading.in IbAhtcc* 
London, commotions of the fame kind were raifed q^ ^^ 
by the people in many other parts of England* ?*«<«• 
At St. Alban's, a prodigious mob, under the 
command of William Gryndicobbe and William 
Cadyndon a chandler, cut off the heads of feveral 
gentlemen ; and, by threatening to do the fame to 
the abbot and all his monks, they extorted from 
them charters of freedom and manumii&on ^\ At 
St. Edmundfbury, a like mob, under one Robert 
Weftbroom, did incredible mifchief, and beheaded 
fir John Cavendiih chief juftice of England, and 
^feveral other gentlemen '\ In Norfolk, an im- 
menfe multitude of nifties had got together^ 
under the command of John Litdfler, a dyer in 
Norwich, who aflUmed the title of King of the 
Commons. They carried fome lords and gentle- 
men through the country with them, to coitn- 
tenance their proceedings, which were as cruel and 
deftniftive as thofe of the other rioters ^\ But 
all thefe infurreflions were happily of very fhort 
continuance. The Norfolk infurgents were de- 
feated and difperfed by Henry Spencer, the mar- 

l« Froiflart, I. a. c. 77. '* Walfing. p. 154, 455, »j6, *S7. 

if Id, (,161. . I^I<J. f». S63. 
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AD.fsSt. tial bifhop of Norwich '^ Thofe of St. Albaa^s, 
'~^'^~' St^ Edmundfbury, and other phtces, havipg heard 
of the death of Wat Tyler, and the difperikm of his 
followers at London, feparated, and retired to tlieir 
own homes ; fo that in a very &w d^y$ xHs dread* 
fill ftorm was fucceeded by a profound calm ^. 
The king ^ fopn as the infurgents were every where dif- 
iirmy, and fipdled, the king fummoned all the military tenants 
!a^^«^* of the crown to appear immediately at London^ 
with horfes^and arms. This fummons ivas fo wpU 
obeyed, that in a few days a gallant army of 
40,000 horfemen appearjed at the rei^dezvous on 
Blackheath. As foonas the king found himfelf 
fupported by fo great a power, he ifliied a procla* 
mation, June 30, commanding all tenaots in vil- 
lainage to perform their ufual fervices to their 
iords ^\ In a few days he proceeded a i):ep fiir- 
th^; and at Chelmsford^ July 2, pubiifted let- 
ters-patent, revoking all the dharters of freedom 
which had been lately granted to the common 
people ' of £fie^, and fome other places ^% 
Infurgents .The kingdom being now reftored to a ftate of 
executed, pcrfeft tranquillity, commiffions were granted to 
certain judges to jgo into the di&rent xoundes, for 
the trial of the moft criminal of the rioters. 
Thefe commiilions were executed with fo much 
feverity, efpecially by fir Robert Trefilian, chief 
-juftice of the king's bench, that ^out fifteen 
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hundred unhappy wret^h^ were condeHUied and A.D.i sSr^ 
executed as traitors ^. *_j«- ,-*ii_r 

The duke of Lancafter had fefided in ScocIa6d Tniee 
during the late commotions, and conchided a truce und* 
with thai kingdom from July 189 1 381 9 to Febru^ 
ary 2, 1384*'. 

In his return fix>m Scotland, the governor 0/ ^^^ 
Berwick, by diredions from the earl of Northum- the duke 
berlaad, refufed him admittance into that town; caftertnd 
which created a moft violent quarrel betwem the J*?* "«^' ^ 

* 4 Nortbuin* 

duke and that brave and potent earL A parha*- bcrUnd. 
ment being fummoned to meet at Weftminfter on 
Monday November 4, both thefe great peers came 
to it, attended by their numerous followers in 
arms, which for fome days interrupted all public 
bufinefs. But the king and lords having at length 
reconciled thefe powerful adverfaries, the parjia* 
ment proceeded in its deliberations on Saturday 
November 9 ^\ 

This parliament declared, that the late charters Pariia- 
of liberty and manumiilion, granted to many viL "*" * 
lains and bond tenants by the king, were null and 
void. But though they reduced fo great a multir 
tude of their fellow-fubjedts tq a ftate of fervit^de, 
they were not willing to impofe any further burden s 
upon them at this time, and refufed to grant any 
fupply. But the king, with equal obftinacy, re- 
futing togrant a general pardon, which was thought 
neceifary for quieting the minds of the people 

19 Froiflarty u «, c. 79. 4o Rymer, vol. 7. p. 3i«. 

41 froilTartj 1. 1. e. So. . 
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i^.D.f sSr. after the late cooimotionSy the parliament yielded^ 
"^""^ and granted a fubfidy on wool, wool-feUs, and 
leather ^^ After this the general pardon was 
publifhed, and the parliament was prorogued on 
December 13, to January 24, to make way for a 
folemnity of another nature. 
Ajy.t^tt. The king being now in the fixteenth year of his 
The king*! jg^^ a treaty of marriage was concluded between 
"*^ him and the princefs Anne, daughter of the late 

emperor Charles IV. and fifler to the prefent 
emperor Winceflaus king of Bohemia ; and the 
princefs arriving in England, the marriage was 
folemnized in the beginning of this year '". 
Fariit- When the parliament reaflembled January 24, 

"**'*^* the duke of I^cafter, titular king of Caftile and 
Leon, made a propofd to carry an army into Spain, 
to the affiftance of the king of Portugal, and to 
obtsun pofleifion of thofe two kingdoms, if he 
might be allowed 60,000 1. for the pay of that 
army. This propofal occafioned warm debates, 
and the duke was not able to carry his point at 
this time. The commons however were prevailed 
upon to continue the high dudes on wool, wool*- 
, fells, and leather, for four years after Midfummer 
next^^ 
Unpopular The brave and prudent part which the young 
condua of yj^g Yi^^ afted during the late dangerous infur- 

^>ng» re£kions, had filled the minds of his fubjefts with 
the moft fanguine expeftations of a glorious reign. 

♦» Parliament. Hift. vol. i. p. 363-3fi'* ^' Walfing, p. sSc. 
^ Parliament* Hitt. vol. i* p. 36S— 370. 
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But thefe expeftations were not anfwered; and this A.D.i3«*. 
prince did not long perfift in this honourable 
courfe. His education had been ihamefolly- neg- 
ieded by his ambitious uncles, who were too 
keenly engaged in purfuing their own defigns to be 
at any pains in forming the mind and manners of 

/ their royal pupil. They left him in the hands of 
young perfons of diflblute charafters, who cor- 
rupted his mind with flattery, and infpired him 
with the love of pomp and pleafure ; fo that he 
foon became vs^n, voluptuous, and extravagant, 
to a very great degree.' One of the firft unpo- 
pular a£ts of Richard's government, whicti gave < 
his fubjefts an unfavourable imprefliori of his cha- 
raSer, was his taking the great feal from Henry 
le Scroop, to whom it had been committed vnth 
the approbation of parliament, becaufe he refufed 
to feal certain extravagant gmnts of land made to 
fome retainers about court, who had by no means 
merited fuch rewards. The young king, incenfed 
at this oppofition to his will, took, the feal into his 

, own hands, put it to thefe grants, and then deli- 
vered it to Robert Braybroke bifhop of London ^K 

A parliament met at Weftminfter, Monday Parlia- 
Odober 6, and after fome time fpent in delibera- /"*"*' 
tion, granted the king a fifteenth and a tenth for 
defraying the expences of the war with France, 
and the other enemies of the kingdom ^\ 

The bifhop of Hereford then laid before the Schem«« 
parliament, for their advice, two fchemes for pro- cmingthc / 

, war. 

4$ Walfihg. p. ago* Kymer, vol. 7. p. 362. 

4^ Fariia'ment, Bift. vol. i. p. 371. 
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fecitting tbe var. The firft mw, by fending the 
duke of Lancafter into Spain with an anny of 2000 
men at arms, and archers, for whofe pay he now de- 
manded only 43,oool • ^ The other fcheme was, to 
affift Ae people of Flanders, who were then at war 
with their own fovereign, who was fupported by 
France. The houfe of lords, after a folemn de- 
bate, declared it to be their opinion, that the army 
propofed by the doke was too finall to perform 
any effeAual fervice ; and the houfe of commons 
difcovered a ftill greater diflike to the duke's pro- 
pofaL The whole parliament feemed rather to 
favour the fecond fcheme, of an union with the 
Flemings ^\ 

This was partly owing to a propofal which was 
at this time made by the biihop of Norwich, who 
had diftinguifhed himfelf fo much by fuppreflii^ 
the late infurre£lions in his diocefe« This martial 
prelate offered to raife an army of 3000 men at 
arms, and 3000 archers, to tranfport them to 
Calais, and, in conjundion with the Flemings, to 
ferve one year againft France, on condition of re- 
ceiving the fubiidies granted in the lad parliament, 
both by the clergy and laity *^ But while the 
£ngii(h were deliberating, the French were afl:- 
iog ; and having obtained a vidory over the 
Flemings at Comines, and .another at Rofebecque, 
they reduced all Flanders e:(cept Gand, which was 
befieged^^ 

♦^ Partiament. Hift. vol. x. p. 371, 37a# ♦* Walfing. p. 391* 
^9 FroifTarti t. %, cb. xic, izS, 
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This rapid progrefs of the French .arms^ X9I61 A.v.i^^i. 
their threatening to beliege Calais, raifed a great pariia. 
alarm in England, and occafioned the meeting of *"^^ 
i parliament oh Monday Fdt)ruary ^3. The 
Hihop of London, lc»'d chancellor, to|d the par* 
fiament, that the defign of calling them was to 
have their advice, whether the king ihould go into 
Flanders in perfon, with a royal army, to the re- 
lief of Gand, or what other method fhould be 
taken to profecute the war ^°. The parliament, 
after deliberating fome days, gave it as their ad- 
vice, that iince the truce with Scotland was near 
expiring, and the Scots feemed to be difpofed to 
renew hoftilities, it was not proper that «ther the 
king, or any of his uncles, fliould leave the king* 
dom; but they advifed him rather to accept of 
the propofal of the bilhop of Norwich, for reliev- 
ing Gand, and carrying on the war with France ^\ 

In confequence of this parliamentary advice, ^*P*^i'^ 
an agreement was made with the bifhop, who Kiihopof 
failed with the beft part of his troops to Calais in ^""'"^'^^ 
May^*. This ecclefiaftical general was not a6ling 
on this occaiion fo much out of charader as may 
appear at iirft light. He found means to bring 
religion into the quarrel; and was not only genersd 
for the king of England againft the king of France, 
but leader of a croifadefor pope Urban VI* who 
refided at Rome, and was acknowledged by the 
Englifli, againft pope Clement VII. who refided 

V $^ Parliament. Hid. vol. !♦ p. 37?. " Id. Ibid. p. 374. 

I* Rymco vol. 7. p. 385. 406. Walfing. p. 19S. 
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A>P>ij<3 > at Avignon, and was received by the French, 
Caftilians, and Scots ^\ This laft charader was 
of great advantage to the Infhopy and enabled him 
bodi to raife and pay his army. The military men 
flew to his ftandard to gain the pardon of their 
fins, which was promifed to all who engaged in 
this pious enterprife ; and the good ladies of Eng- 
land, thinking that the old gentleman at Rome 
had a much better right to keep the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven than his antagonift at Avig- 
non, contributed very liberally both in money and 
^wels to the expenses ctf the expedition ^. 

The biihop having fpent fome days at Calais in 
refrefhing his men, took the field, and was very 
fuccefsfiil in his firft military operations. He 
took Gravelines by alTault; and having defeated 
an army of 30,000 French and Flen^ngs near 
Dunkirk, he made himfelf mafier of that place. 
He then gained the towns of Burburgh, Caffel, 
Dixmude, Fumes, Newport, and Popering, \^ith 
fbme others, andbefieged Ypres. But this place 
put a Hop to his career: being ftrongly fortified, 
^ and bravely defended, it refilled all his aiTaults; 
and his army, hearing of the approach of the king 
of France, decamped with great precipitation, 
without hh confent. One part of the Engliih 
army marched to Burburgh, under fir Thomas 
Trivet and others, and the other part of it re- 
tired, with the bifliop, to Gravelines. The French 
army invefted Burburgh, and obliged the Engliih 



SI Walfing. jfc^i. 5* KnyghtoB, p. 167 x, Walfing. p. 197. 

to 



th.i.§S' CIVIL AND MILITARY. 321 

t 

to furrender the place, on condition of being al- A^ijJj- 
lowed to march, with their arms, horfes, and 
baggage, to Calais ". The French then fat down 
before Gravelines, where, apprehending a ftout 
refiftance, they offered the bifliop 15,000 marks, 
with liberty to demolifli the town, and .t6 retire 
with his army where he pleafed. The bifhop, 
after waiting fome time for fuccours irom Eng- 
land, accepted thefe terms, and, having demo- 
lifhed Gravelines, returned home with the fliat- 
tered. remains of his army ^\ Thus ended this 
famous expedition of this martial bifhop, in 
which he did not betray any want of military IkiH 
or courage. 

Soon after the biffiop's return, a parliament PariJa- 
met, Oftober 26, to deliberate concerning a peace 
with Scotland, and the means of profecuting the 
war ^th France and Caftile'^ The Scots had 
engaged to fend commiflioners to this parliament 
to negotiate a peace ; but, at the inftigation of 
France, they neglefted to do this till it was too 
late^*. The parliament granted the king two 
half-fifteenths for defraying the expences of the 
war^^ 

The bi0K)p of Norwich was arraigned before BJihopof 
this affembly, by the king^s minifters, for the acc«f«i. 
mifcarriage of bis expedition ; and though he de- 
fended hiq[ifelf with great fpirit, yet, fining the 

5$ FroifTarty 1. 1. c. 14*. 145. Walfinf. p. «98— 303. 
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M^ W^alling. p. 307. ^ Pariianitnt. Hift. ToL z. p« 379* 

Vol. Vn. T torrent 



} 



3^2r 



A.D.1583. 



A.D.I 3S4. 

Truce 

with 

France 

and 

Scotland. 



'Confu- 
iions in 
London* 



Duke of 

I^ncafter 

accttfed. 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IV* 

torrent too ftrong to be refifted, he caft himfelf 
on the king's mercy, and was for fome time de- 
prived of his temporalities ^. 

About this time overtures for a peace between 
England and France were made by the duke of 
Brittany ; and the duke of Lancafter going over 
to Calais, entered into a negotiation en that fub- 
jefl: with the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, uncles 
to the king of France. But the French infifting 
on the reftitution of Calais, Cherburg, and Breft, 
thefe negotiations produced only a truce from 
January 26, fo Michaelmas, in which the Scots 
were to be included, if they pleafed *'. The Scots 
meditating an incuriibn into England, did not ini^ 
mediately accept of the truce ; and the duke of 
Lancafter, after his return from Calais, made an 
expedition into Scotland, where he plundered and 
burnt fome places ; which the Scots foon after re- 
taliated, and then acceded to the truce ^\ 

The city of London was about this time a fcene 
of great confufion, and of frequent tumults, occa- 
fioned chiefly by John Northampton the late 
mayor, a creature of the duke of Lancafter's. 
But one John Conftantin being condemned and 
executed, and Northampton imprifoned, the tran- 
quillity of the city was reftored ^K ' 

An afFair. of a very dark and myfterious nature 
was tranfaded at a parliament ^hich met at Salif- 
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bury, April ^5. An Irifli Carmelite friar accufea A.D.ij84. 
the duke of Lancafter, before the king and couti- 
cil, of having formed a plot to murder the king 
and ufurp the crown. The duke, juft then re- 
turned from his expedition into Scotland^ denied 
the charge with great vehemence, and infifted that ^. 
his accufer ihould be confined until he had made 
good his accufation. The friar was accordingly 
committed to the ctiftody of fir John Holland j 
but he was found dead in his chamber, on the night 
before the day appointed for his appearance in 
council. The enemies of the duke gave out, that 
the poor friar had been murdered ; and the duke's 
friends afTerted, that he had killed himfelf**. At 
this diftance of time it is impoflible to difcover 
which of thefe alTertions was mofl agreeable to 
truth. This parliament at Salifbury granted the 
kii^ one half-fifteenth *^ 

Though the duke of Lancafter was very unpo*^ TVuce 
pular, and generally fufpefted of the moft ambi- pjanct. 
tious ^nd criminal defigns, his power, wealth, and 
influence, were fo great, that he flill had the chief 
dire&ion of public aflFairs. He went into France 
in Augufl, with a grand retinue, to renew the ne* 
gotiations for a peace ; but after fpending 50,000 
marks, he obtained only a truce till May i, A. D. 

The king's minifters took the opportunity of ^^ 
the duke's abfence to bring his great partifan John London 

tried. 
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A.n.1384. Northampton to his trial : and he was fentenced 
to perpetual imprifohment , a hundred miles from 
London,, and his eflate confifcated ^'. 
Intention Encouraged by this fuccefs, the miniftry formed 
the di>k« the bold defign of bringing the duke himfelf to a 
caftw*to ^^^^ ^^^ treafon, before fir Robert Trefilian, chief 
triaj, juftice of the king's bench : a defign equally im- 
prudent and illegal. The duke, informed of their 
intention, retired to his caftle of Fontefraft, and 
every thing feemed to threaten a civil war ; when 
<he princefe of Wales interpofed, and with much 
difEcuhy patched up a kind of reconciliation be- 
tween the duke and the king her fon *'. 
Psrrlia- A parliament met at Weftminfter, November i z^ 

"*****' and granted the king two fifteenths to enable him 
to profecute the war with France, Caftile, and 
Scotland, at the expiration of the truce \ 
A.D.I3SS- The French, refolving to remove the feat of 
^pg^'j'l^'n the war out of their own country, fent John de 
into Scot. Vienne, admiral of France, with a fleet, .a body 
of troops, and a large fum of mon^y, to engage 
the Scots to invade the north of England ; while a 
prodigious fleet and army were preparing in France 
for an invafion of it in the fouth '°. 'the Scots,, 
ever ready to liften to fuch propofals, made an in- 
curfion into Noythumberland, burning and plun- 
dering the country. The king, refolving to. march 
ill pevfw againft the Scots, fummoned all the 

•7 Walfing. p. 310. •• Id. p. 314.. 
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military tenants of the crown, and, in Auguft, 
entered Scotland at the head of thirty thoufand 
horfe, bfifides foot. The Scots, unable to meet 
this army in the field, retired northward, carrying 
with them their cattle, and mod valuable efFefts ; 
and the Englifli, meeting with no oppofition, burnt 
Edinburgh and Ibme other towns, and defolated 
the open country. But while they were thus emir 
ployed, an army of Scots had entered the weft 
marches, and were aSing the fame deftrudlive 
part } vhich obliged the Englifh to evacuate Scot- 
land, and return, about the middle of September, 
to the defence of their own country ^*. If the other 
part of the fchemc had been as well executed, 
England would have been expofed to much danger ; 
but fo much time was fpent in coUefting ihips for 
tranfporting the troops to the Englifh coaft, that 
it was nottijl September that a fleet of i jeofail 
rendezvoufed in the harbour of 61uys, Here they 
were detained near two months by contrary winds ; 
fo that it was ^ length refplved to delay th? ex- 
pedition till next fpring ^*. 

When the kin? entered Scotland with his army, Richard 
he conrerred new honours, and extravagant grants, honours on 
on his twp great fevouritei, Michael de la Pole, J^'/^^'j"'* 
the chanceHof, and Robert de Vere earl of Oxford i Wi uncict . 
and his two uncles, the eark of Cambridge and 
Buckingham, were not affliained at this time to 
(hare with ther(p favburites in the ^oiU of th^ 

7« Knyghton, cpl ijit* Froiflart, !• !• c. 171, s^&i,!?^. 
'*fr9ifllirt,l.^, c. 15. 
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A.D.i^8s. crown. The earl 'of Cambridge, lately returned 
from Portugal, was made duke of York, and the 
earl of Buckingham duke of Gloucefter, with a 
grant of loool. a-year to each of them^^ Mi- 
chael de la Pole was made earl of SuiFolk, with a 
grant of i ooo marks a-year ; and the earl of Ox- 
ford was made marquis of Dublin, and not long 
after duke of Ireland, with a grant of the whole 
kingdom of Ireland. All thefe new honours and 
grants were confirmed by a parliament, which met 
Oftober 20, and gave the king a tenth and fif* 

teenth, and half a tenth and fifteenth for profe* 
curing the war ^^ 

So good an underftanding fubfifted at this time 
between the king's favourites and his uncles, that 
the duke of Lancafter was at length indulged in 
his darling defign of conducing an Englifli army 
into Spain, to affert his claim to the crowns of 
Gaftile and Leon ; and one half of the fupplies 
granted by the laft parliament was giyen him for 
that purppf(p. The conjunfture was thought fa* 
vourable for profecuting this defign, John, the 
prefent king of Caftile, having married Beatrix, 
the only legitimate child of Ferdinand late king of 
Portugal, claimed that crown, and, in order to 
obtain it, befieged Lifbon, But the Portuguefe, 
hating the Caflilians, placed John, a natural l)ro- 
ther of Ferdinand, on the throne; and under his 
^ondud, raifed the fiege of Lifbon, and gained ^^ 
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great viftory over the Caftilians at Aljubarata". A.D.i3g6. 
The new king of Portugal, ftill dreading the fu-. 
perior power of his rival the king of Caftile, en- 
tered into a ftrift alliance with the duke of Lan- 
carter, engaging to affift him with his whole power 
in obtaining poffeffion of the kingdoms of Caftile. 
and Leon. The duke, encouraged by fo power- 
ful an ally, raifed an army of 20,000 men ; and, 
taking with him his wife Conftantia, heirefs of 
Caftile, and his daughters, Philippa, Elifabeth, 
and Catharine, failed from Portfmouth in May ; 
and having, in his paflage, raifed the fiege of. 
Breft, which was befieged by the duke of Brittany, 
he arrived at Corunna Auguft 9 ^^ Here we fliall. 
leave him to perfeciite his claim, and return to th^ 
affairs of England. " 

The French, thinking this a proper feafon for . French 
invading England, when deprived of fo great a threatened, 
number of her braveft fons, made prodigious pre* 
parations for that purpofe. The army ddigned for. 
this expedition, when reviewed at Arras, amounted . 
to 63,000 men, and a fleet of 1200 fliips was. 
provided at Sluys for tranfporting this army ^^ 
Thefe' mighty preparations occafioned a great 
alarm in England, efpecially at London ; but after 
the firft confternation was over, and the military 
forces of the kingdom were properly ftationcd. 
along the coafts, they waited with great tranquillity 
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farlia- 
mcnU 



\.v.i%t6. the arrival of the enemy. They never did arrive : 
for the feafon wts fo far advanced before the duke 
of Berry joined them with his followers, that it 
waft refolved in a great council of war to delay the 
expedition till the next year^. Thus ended all 
thofe prodigious preparations of the French for 
invading England, which for feveral months had 
engaged the attention of all Europe, and by the 
expences of which many of the French nobility 
were almoft ruined. 

While the kingdom was in daily expeftation of 
this French invasion, a parliament was fummoned 
to meet Oftober i^ to provide for the fupport of 
the great number of troops employed in guarding 
the coafts K 

It might have been imagined that the impend- 
irtg danger of fo formidable an invafion would have 
rendered this great aflembly hearty and unaniipous 
in fupportmg government. But this was far from 
being the cafe* The houfe of commons, uiftead 
oif granting the fupplies, made bitter complaints 
agalnft Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, lord 
chancellor, and infifled on his being immediately 
removed from his high office, and from the king's 
council. The king, to avoid granting this, re-t 
tu'ed to Eltham with his whole court ; and the par- 
liament: fent the duke of Gloucefter (the chief 
mover of this profecution againft the minifters) 
and James Arundel bifhop of Ely, to invite the 
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king to return to his parliament; and to threaten, A.D.is«<5. 
that if he did not comply, they would immediately 
diflblve, and leave the nation in its prefent dif- 
trafted ftate. The king, not complying at firft, 
the parliamentary commiflioners made a fecond 
fpeech in a much higher drain, putting him in 
mind of the depofition of Edward 11. and plainly 
intimating that this would be his fate, if he did 
not return to his parliament \ 

The king, intimidated by this threat, proraifed fuffoJ*^ 
to come in three days, and give his parliament full condemn- 
fatisfaftion. He came accordingly, and in full 
parliament the bifhop of Ely was made chancellor 
in the room of the ^arl of Suffolk, who had re- 
figiied, the bifhop of Hereford was made treafurer 
inftead of the bifhop of Durham, and John de^ 
Waltham was made keeper of the privy feal. The 
refignation of the earl of Suffolk did not appeafe 
the houfe of commons, who brought an impeach- 
ment againfl him before the lords, for high crimes 
and mifdemeanours. Such as perufe the articles 
of this impeachment with candour, will probably 
be of opinion, that there was much of party-rage 
in this profecutijjn ; and that the earl's greatefl 
crime* was, the too great fhare he had in the fa- 
vour and confidence of his royal mafler^^ He 
was found guilty, deprived of all he had received 
from the crown, except the title cf Earl of Stiffblk^ 
and aol. a-year out of the profits of that county^ 

•« Knyghton, col. 2680—4683. 
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A.D.n86. and conimitted to the cuftody of his mortal enemy, 
the duke of Gloucefter, 

ofTegency ^^^^ parliament did not think fit to profecute 

fippointed, any other of the king*s minifters at this time ; but 
they obliged himfelf to fign a commiffion to certain 
lords, eleven in number, with the chancellor, 
treafurer, and keeper of the privy feal, which 
diverted him of all authority, and entirely changed 
the *Englifli conftitution for a feafon ®*. After all 
thefe tranfaftions, this famous parliament granted 
the king a half tenth and fifteenth, three fhillings 
on every ton of wine, and one (hilling in the 
pound on all merchandife, for the defence of the 
\ nation. 

Proceed- 'v{jg ^j^j^g ^f Laucafter, after landing at Co* 

ingS of ihc r r r 1 i t n, 

duke of runna, made an unluccefsrul attack on the caftle 

i^*Spaliu ^^ ^^^^ P^^^^ 5 ^^^ ^^ ^^^ moYt fortunate in his 
attempts on St, Jago de Campoftella, Padrone, 
and fome other towns of Gallicia, which fubmitted. 
After the campaign was over, he had an interview, 
with the king of Portugal at Porto, where a mar- 
riage was folemnized between that king and the 
princefs Philippa, the duke's daughter by Blanche 
of Lancafter, his firft wife. At this interview, 
thefe two princes fettled the plan of their operations 
for the next campaign, againft their common ene- 
my John king of Caftile ^\ 
A.D.1387. As foon as the king had figned the above com- 
i^oToHiie ^^'^^^^5 inverting the eleven commiffioners, toge- 

*" Knyghton, --ol. 46S6— ^692, Pail. Hilt. v«L l, p. 40i«~4o^, 
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ther with the new chancellor, treafurer, and keeper A.D. isSy. 
of the privy feal, with. an almoft unlimited autho- kingafc«M- 
rity, he found that he poffeffed no more than the g*^„*If^(j,^ 
empty name of king» His perfon was neglefked, commif. 
his court deferted, and all applications made to the gency. 
duke of Gloucefter, and the other commiffioners^ 
who were all, except the archbifliop of York, zeal- 
ous partifans of the duke. This neglefl; and foli- 
tude was very difagreeable to a yoiing prince, fond 
of power, but ftill more fond of pomp ; and tlherc 
is no reafon to doubt, that he entertained a very 
lively refentment againft his two uncles, the dukes 
of York ^nd Gloucefter, and the lords of theit 
party, who had reduced him to this ftate of infig* 
nificancy. He was ftill attended by a few perfons, 
who were the chief objefts of his affefliion^ and were 
refolved to ihare his fortunes. The chief of thefe 
were Robert de Vere, lately created duke of Ire- 
land, the earl of Suffolk, who had efcaped out of 
his prifpn at Windfor, Alexander Nevel, archbifliop 
of York, fir Robert Trefilian, chief juftice of the 
king's bench, fir Nicholas Brembre,. late mayor of 
London, fir Simon de Burley, conftable of Dpver 
caftle, and fome* others of inferior note. The; 
king held frequent confultations with thefe . con- 
fidents about the means of emancipating himfelf 
from his prefent ftate of fubjeftion, and recovering 
his loft authority. In thefe confultations, it is not 
ijnprobable, that fome very rafli and defperate pro* 
pofals were made. . But many defigns are faid to 
Jxgive been fprped by the king and his minifters, 

3 fo . 
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A.D.i3«7. fo fooliih as well as wicked, that it feems probable 
they were the political lies of the day, invented and 
propagated by his enemies, to inflame the popular 
hatred againft him and his favourites. Sometimes 
it was reported, that the king and his minifters 
defigned to feize the third part of every man's 
perfonal eftate, or to impofe a heavy tax on every 
man's head of 6 s. 8d. At other times it was rur. 
moured, that Richard intended to poifon the duke 
of Gloucefter at a city-feaft, or to murder him in 
an ambufcade. One day it was given out, that 
the king was bringing over an army of Bohemians 
and Germans, and the next, an army of french, 
to cut the throats of all his enemies \ Thefe re^ 
ports were circulated with greq^t induftry by the 
prevailing party, and rendered the unhappy Richardj^^ 
and his few adherents, the objefts of univerfal de-. 
teftation. 

- While this was the ftate of affairs iflr England^ 
the French were preparing for an invafion. But 
when all things were in readin^fs, an evipnt hap* 
pened which entirely blafted the defign, De Cliffon 
conftable of France, who was to command in this 
expedition, had lately p^Id a great fum of money 
for the ranfom of John de Btois, pretender to the 
duchy of Brittany, who had been many y^ars a 
prifoner in England. This raifed the jealoufy- of 
the reigning duke of Brittany, who feized De 
Cliffon when he was ready to embark, and threw 
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him into prifon '^ In the mean time the earl of A*l^-»3«7' 
Arundel, admiral of England, put to fea witti a 
gallant fleet } and falling in with a large fleet of 
French, Flemifli, and Spanifli merchantmen, ef- 
cortedby fome fliips of war, on March 24, he ob- 
tained a complete yidory, took a hundred and 
fixty fail, loaded chiefly with wine, and brought 
them into England ^** 

The duke of Lancafter, with his fon-in-law the jn^, ^^ ^'j^ 
king of Portugal, took the field about the begin- ^"^e of 
ning of May, and made themfelves mafters of in Spais. 
fome places in the kingdom of Leon. But the 
king of Caflile having received a reinforcement of 
French troops, appeared at the head of an army,^ 
and put a flop to their further progrefs. The heat 
of the climate was more deftrudive to the Englifli 
army than their enemies ; and two thirds ' of them 
are faid to- have died this fummer of a contagious 
diftemper. The duke himfelf was feized with the • 
fame difliemper, and brought to the point of death. 
After his recovery, defpairing of the conqueft 
of Cafl:ile, he retired, with his family, and the 
fhattered remains of his army, into Guienne ^^ 

King Richard, to divert his chagrin, and per^ li^on a*t^**^ 
haps with fome other views, fet out with a flender Notting, 
retinue, about the beginning of Auguft, on a pro* ^^""* 
grefs into the north.. At Nottingham, on the 
ajth of that month, he held a council of his cqxx^ 

'5 Froiflart, 1, 3. c. 75, 76. 
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AD. ijgr. fidents, confifting of the archbifliops of York and 
Dublin, the bifhops of Durham, Chichefter, and 
Bangor, thd duke of Ireland, the earl of SufFolk, 
and a few others. At this council certain queftions 
were propofed to the judges, who attended for 
that purpofe, concerning the illegality of the late 
famous commiflion. To tbcfe queftions the judges 
returned anfwers in writing, under their feals, de- 
claring the commiffion illegal ; and that all who 
advifed, promoted, and afted under it, were guilty 
of treafon, and ought to be puniflied as traitors ". 
mwnrto This tranfaftion did not long remain a fecret j 
London, for the very next day Roger Fulthorp, one of the 
juftices of the common pleas, communicated it to 
the earl of Kent, and it foon reached the ears of 
the duke of Gloucefter, and the lords of his party, 
whom it fo nearly concerned. Alarmed at this 
intelligence, the duke and his partifans determined 
** to prevent their own deftruftion, by the ruin of 
their enemies about the -king. With this view 
they fent private or4ers to their friends and fol- 
lowers to hold themfelves in readinefs to take arms 
at a moment's warning ; and difpatched the arch- . 
biihop of .Canterbury to perfuade the king to re- 
turn to London, which, being entirely at therr de- 
votion, was the moft proper place for executing 
their defign. The archbifhop fucceeded in his em- 
bafly, and, without much difEculty, perfuaded the 
king and his favourites (who do not feem to have 
had the leaft fufpicion of what was defigned againft 

** Knyghton, co). 2693. Pari. Hill. vol. i. p. 407/&C. 
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them) to return to London. The king, accom- A.D.1387. 
panied by his devoted minifters, entered that city 
on Monday November lo, and was received by 
the mayor, and a great muhitude of citizens^ on 
horfeback, and conduded to his palace *^. 

But the very next day the king received intelli- Duke of 
gence, that the duke of Gloucefter, the earls of i^nd"his 
Arundel and Warwick, were approaching, at the p^^^'^ai^^ 
head c^ an army of 40,000 men ^. He did not 
long remain ignorant of their intentions ; for thefe 
lords, being arrived with their army at Haringay 
park, fent a letter to the lord mayor of London, 
on Wednefday the 1 3th, defiring, or rather com- 
manding, him to make proclamation in the city, 
that their defign in taking arms was to bring the 
traitors about the king's perfon, viz. the arch- 
bifliop of York, the duke of Ireland, the earl of 
Suffolk, Robert Trefilian falfe juftice, and Nicholas 
Brembre falfe knight, to juftice^'. The next day 
the three lords were joined at Waltham-crofs by 
the earl of Derby and the earl marfhal ; and thefe 
five made a formal appeal, or accufation of high ^ 
treafon, againft the five minifters above mentioned, 
before the prelates of Canterbury and Ely, who 
notified this appeal that fame day to the king at 
Weftminfter^. 

It was now high time for thofe five who faw ^!?"* 
their deftruftion was determined, to confult their introduced 
own prefervation. The duke of keland made his \l %^^l'^^ 

minHcr- 
^9 Knyghfon, coK 1696. »o Id. col. 2699. *'^*^'» 

9> Id. ibid. 3rady Hift. vol. t. p. 368. 
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A.D.13S7. efcape into the north, and the reft concealed thenv- 
felves in different places. After this the lords ap- 
pellants, as the duke of Gloucefter] and the four 
earl^ were called, agreed to appear before the 
king in Weftminfter-hall, on Sunday the 1 7th, to 
make known their grievances and defires'*. On 
that day the lords entered the city with extreme 
caution, and pretended to be under the greateft 
apprehenfions of being furprifed and deftroyed by 
their enemies. They fpent fp much time in fearch- 
ing York-houfe, the Mews, and other places, for 
ambufhes, that the king waited two hours in Weft- 
minfterAall, feated on his throne, before they 
appeared. When they approached the throne, 
they fell upon their knees, and, with great pro- 
feffions of loyalty, declared, that in taking up 
arms they had no defign againft his royal perfon or 
authority, but only to bring the five traitors whom 
they had accufed to puniflimentv The king, tak- 
ing each of them by the hand, raifed them from 
their knees, and afliired them, that the perfons 
appealed fliould be brought before the next parlia- 
ment, which was to meet on February 3, to ua- 
dergo their trial ^. 

Duke of In the mean time, the duke of Ireland was en- 

Ireland . • . t c t • ^ r 

defeated, deavounng to raile an army ror his own defence, 
and the deliverance of his royal mafter ;' and, by 
l;he affiftance of fome gentlemen in Chefliire, he 
got together a body of 5000 men, with which he 

5J Knyghton, col. 2701. Walfipg. p. 3}0« 
f4ld. p. 331. jRyiner, vo!,"7. p. 567. 

begun 
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b^gun bis march towards London, m' hojieg thtit ^^•'sf^- 
hi& forces would increafe as he advancedt But 
the dodfederated lords immediately put themfelves 
at the head of their army, reinforced by a great 
body <>f Londoners, and marched northwards. 
The two armies met, December 20, at Radcot- 
bridge in Oxfordfliire, where a battle was fought, 
in which' the troops of the duke of Ireland were 
ei^irely routed, the duke efcapi^ig with great dif- 
ficulty, by paffing the river Ifis on horfeback, at 
the hazard of his life ^* 
. The duke of Glouceft^r, with the lords of hi^ Thcking't 

Till T 1 •i_i_»*' attendant* 

party, marched back to London with their vio- imprifoned 
torious. army, and arrived at Clerkenwell De. -«>*"*• 
cember 26, where they were met by the lord 
mayor, who delivered to them the keys of the 
city. • That fame day they had a conference with 
the king in the tower, who being now wholly 
in their power, gave orders for committing to 
prifon, or banilhing from court, every perfoii 
whom they thought fit to name. About fourteen 
lords, knights, and gentlemen, were committed on 
this occafion to different caftles, to take their trials 
at the approaching parliament ; two biihops, three 
lords, and three ladies, were banifhed from court ; 
not fo much as one perfon being left about the 
king for whom he had the leail affedion, qx in 
•whom he could place the fmalleft confidence ^, 

On Monday February 3, that famous parlia- A. 1x133s, 
ment, fo much dreaded by the one party, and ment.* 



95 Knyghton, col. 270^. 
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A.D.nM, tlefired by the other, met at Weftmtnfter. Th« 
leiBon 'wm opened by ^ fpeech from the lord 
chancellor^ the biihop of Ely, declaring the de^ 
fign of the meeting to be, •^ To confider 
** by what means the troubles in the kingdom, 
** for want of good government, might be ended, 
*^ the king better advifed, the realm better go*. 
^* verned, mifdemeanors more fevercly puniflied, 
^* good men better encouraged, the fea bed kept, 
^* the marches of Scotland bed defended, and 
** Guienne preferved j and how the charges of all 
<^ thefe things might be mod eafily borne ^." 
Tlie five lords appellants then exhibited their ac^ 
cufation of high treafon againft Alexander arch-^ 
bifhop of York, Robert de Vere duke of Ireland, 
Miclmel de la Pole earl of Suffolk, fir Robert 
Trefilian, and fir Nicholas Brembre, digefted into 
thirty-nine , articles *'. Thefe articles are very 
long, containing many general charges againfl; the 
accufed— of engrofling the royal favour— giving 
the king ill advice^-^obtaining grants for them* 
felves and their friends from the crown, and the 
like. The famous opinion of the judges at Not-^ 
tingham was ilot forgotten ; every thing was much 
exaggerated^ and expre0ed with the greateft acri« 
mony. The accufed being called feveral days, 
stnd not appearing^ and the lords having taken 
fome. time to examine the articles, they, on 
Thurfday 13th of February, gondemned all the 

97 Parliament. Hift. vol. i* p. 41 !• 
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five to be executed as traitors, and their eftafes A.b.f3*8«. 
confifcated ^. w-s-^-^s^ 

The duke of Ireland had made his efcape into Deftmc. 
Holland, where he died about four yeari after- The ^TiTg-^i fa- - 
earl of Suffolk alfo got beyond feas, ;and died at vum itei, 
Paris this fame year *^. The archbifiiop of York, 
was taken at Shields ; but his enemies not daiing" 
to execute one of his character, he was allowed tb 
efcape, and fpent the ihort remainder of his days 
in Flanders, as curate of a fmall parifli. Sir 
Robert Trefilian and fir Nicholas Brembre, beiilg. 
taken,^ were executed, the one on the 19th, the 
other on the 20th of February "'. - , ^ 

To pay a compliment to the king, when they' Compif- 
were thus deftroying his mod zealous friends, the th&king. 
prevailing party thought fk to have it declared in 
parliament, that nothing contsuned in the articles 
againft the five condemned traitors ihould refled 
any diihonour on the king, on account of his 
youth, and the innocency of his royal perfon ****. 

On the firft day* of the parliament. Sir Robeit J^^^^v***' 
Belknap, chief jufUce of the common pleas, fir 
Roger Fulthorp, fir John Holt, fir William " 
Burgh, judges of the fame court, fir John Carey, 
chief baron of the exchequer, and John Loketon, 
king's fergeant, had been taken out of the courts 
of Weftminfter-hall, and ' committed to the tower ; 
and on Monday March 3, they were impeached 
by the commons of high treafon, for putting. 
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A'D.rjiig. their hands aiid feals to the faitaous queftk^ns and. 
anfwers at Nottingham. The judges and fergeant 
pleaded in eitcufe, that they had been overawed, 
and thre^ttened by the archbilhop of York, the 
duke 6f Ireliandy and earl of Suffolk, to do what 
they had dond. No regard was paid to this ex- 
cufe ; and on March 6, they were all condemnc4 
to be drawn and hanged as traitors, and theip 
feftates confifcated. l^ut their lives were fpared, 
at the interceflion, of the bifliops ; and they were 
fent into Ireland, ami there confined to difierent 
towns for life ^K 

On Tuefday March 3, John BUHe and Thomas 
U{k were impeached of high treafon by the Com* 
mons; the former for 4^wing up the (^ueitioh^ 
propofed to the judges at Nottingham, and the 
latter for procuring himfelf to be niade under, 
iheriff of Middlefex, with a defign to arreft the 
duke of Qloucefter and other lords., They both 
pleaded, that they aded by the king's command, 
But, without any regard to this plea, they were 
condemned on March 4 to be drawn and hanged 
as traitors ; and this fentenee was executed upon 
them that fame day ^^. 

On Friday March 6, the bifliqp of Gbichefter, 
the king^s confeffor, was impeached of high trea? 
fon by the commons, for being prefent when the 
queftions were propofed to the judges at Notting- 
ham, and for perfuadirig and threatening them tq 
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give their anfwers. He denied the laft part of the A,D.i3«8- 

charge with great fGlemnity, and declared, that 

the judges had aSed oh that occafidn with perfeflt 

freedom. But notwithftanding this defence, he 

was condemned to the punifliment of a traitor^ 

his eftate confifcated, and the temporalities of hi^ 

iee to be feized into the king's hands, fiiit his 

life was fp^red on account of his officCji and he 

was banifhed into Ireland '""^ 

The vindiaive fpirit of the duke of Glducefter J^^/^;^^^ 
and his party was not yet fatisfied ; for on March cufed. 
12, fir Simpn Butley, fir John Beauchslnip, fir 
John Salilbury, and fir James Berriers, were ail 
impeached of high tre:]Lfon ; and a charge, confifti ^ 
ing of fixteen articles, ejfhibited againft them by 
th^ commpns* The chief crimes alleged stgainft 
them in thefe articles were, their being privy to 
the defigns of the five perfons firfl condemned by 
this parliament ; their poifefling too great a ihare 
in the favour and confidence of the kirigj and 
giving him ill advice. They all pleaded. Not 
guilty ; and the holidays now approaching, tbd 
parliament adjourned on Friday March 20, to 
Monday April 14* This famous parliament was 
by this time become little better than a party com 
federacy, ready to gratify all the paflSons of the 
duke of Glouqefter and the other lords; fqr on 
the day of the adjournraent all the tijembel^ ol* 
both houfes took a folemn oath, to ftand by 
Thomas duke of GIducefter, tjenry ea^l pf D^rby^ , ' 

^i Parliadlfot, Htft< vol. c. p. 43^. , 
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A.D»i388. RIcHard eari of Arundel and Surrey, Thomasr 
^^'^^'^^ eai-l Qf Warwick- and Thomas earl marflial, tor 
maintain and fupport them with all their power, 
and to live and die with them againft all men *°^. 
, ^ During the recefs of parliament, great endea- 
vours were ufed to fave the lives of the four im- 
peached knights, particularly of fir Simon Burley. 
This gentleman had been greatly efteemed by 
Edward III. and the Black Prince, by whom he 
had been appointed tutor to Richard. He was 
much beloved by the king, whom he "bad con- 
ftantly attended from his infancy j. and having 
conduced the queen into England, he flood high 
in her favour* This princefs, who was commonly 
called the good queen Anne^ fell on her knees be- 
fore the duke of Gloucefter, and with the mod 
earneft importunity begged the Ijf^ of Burley *°^ 
But all in vain ; the duke was inexorable ; and 
Burley being brought into parliament on May 5, 
was found guilty of high treafon, and beheaded 
that fame day on Tower-hilL On the i iJth May^ 
the other three knights had the fame fentenc© 
pronounced and exe;cuted upon them^ Beau* 
champ and Bemers^ being beheaded, and Saliibury 
banged *''^ 
Crants. The parliament had, in the intervals of thefe 

trials, found leifure to grant the king three fhillingsr 
on every ton of wine imported, a fhilHng in the! 
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{>ound on all merchandife, except wool, one half- A.Dijss. 
tenth, and one half-fifteenth ; and on Jiliie 2, 
they continued the high duties on wool, wool-fells^ 
and leather '°'. The dilke of Gloucefter, having 
taken this dreadful vengeance on his enemies, did 
hot forget to reward himfelf and his friends j foi* 
he obtained a votel for 16,o6ol. to hirtlfelf and the 
other lords appellants, out of the fubfidy on wool j 
^nd then this parliameht was diflblved June 4; 
iifter a feffion of four months, the lohgeft that had s 
fcver beeh in England. 

The fentimehts bf th^ people of thofe times obfcrva- 
were much divided doncet*ning the condu£t of this ^'**"' 
femous pafliJiment. The prevailing pai'ty dalled 
it " the parliament that wfoiight wonders ;" but 
others gaVe k the appellation df ** the parliai^ent 
** without mef(iy"V* It cannot be denied, that 
this afiembly declared many things to be high 
treafotk, tod pumfhed them as fuch, which bore 
jno refemblance to that great offence ; never refle£{^ 
ing, when inflamed with party-rag^, that thc^. 
iRrere making precedents which might One day 
prove fatal to themfelves, Or their pofterity. 

It wa6 Very happy for the Englifh at this time, BwiUtf 
that the king of I'rance was lb much engaged in burn/ 
emancipating himfelf boxA the dominiph of his 
tmdi^, that he Could take no kdvtotkge of their / 
mil dUTeniions. But the Scot^ ibade^ feveral ixi«> , 
4i:urfions imo the nOrth of England in tibis fpriii|p 

^i^Kny^hton^col. S70X* 
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A.D.iai& 3nd fummer ; and an army <rf them, comin}ande4 
by the earl of Douglas, beiieged Newcaftle. 
Henry lord Percy, better known in hiftory by the 
name of Hot/pur^ obliged the Scots to raife the 
fi^e ; ^id foll6wing them to Otterbum, a bloody 
battle was there fought Augufl lo, in which eart 
Douglas wa» ilain on the one fide, and on the 
• other Hotfpur and bfs brother Ralph Percy wer^ 
taken prifoaers; and both nations claimed the 
vidlory"'. The earl of Arundel, admiral of 
England, put to fea this fummer with a gallant 
fleet,, made fome defcents on the coaft of France, 
and took a confiderable number of flrips ■". 
Tranfac. 'fhe duke of Lancafter fpent this whole year in 
the duke Guiawie, where he was more fuccefsful in his poll- 
ciftcr"" ^^^ intrigues, than he had been the ye^r before 
in his warlike enterprifes^ The duke of Berry, 
uncle to the king of France^ paid his addreffes to 
the princefa. Catharine, only child of the duke of 
Lancafter, and his wife Conftance, beirefs of 
Cailile. The king of Caftiie was greatly alarmed 
at the news of this courtlhip, apprehending, that 
if this marriage took efFeS, if would produce a^ 
peac^ between France and England ; and that theie 
two powerful nations would unite in pulling him 
down from his throne, and placing the duke of 
Berry in his room. To prevent this danger, he 
caufed very advantageous propofals to be made tp 
the duke of lancafter for a xoarriag.^ between 
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Catharine and his elded fon Henry prince of A.P.fjSJ. 
Caftile. The duke, wifely confidering that this 
was the moft dire£t way of putting an end to all 
difputes' about the crown of Caftile, as well as of 
gaining great advantages to himfelf, accepted of 
tfaefe propofals; by which he was to receive 
200,000 crowns for the expences of his expedi- 
tion, together with an annuity of 10,000 florins 
to himfelf, and one of an equal fum to his wife 
Conftance, during their refpeftive lives "\ 

The kings of England and Fuance being both a.'D.i3^9. 
heartily wearied of that war which bad fo long fub^ p/JnoT" 
iifted between the two nations, fent their plenipo^ 
tentiaries to Leolinghen, who concluded a tract 
till Auguft 16, A. D, 1392; in, which all the al- 
lies of both crowns were included *^. 

Though Richard had now fubmitted about a ^ff^'^^^. 
year to the didates of the duke of Gloucefter^ gov^n, 
who ruled every thing at his pleafure, he fecretiy "^^* 
refolved to throw off the yoke as foon as Ipoffible, 
In confequence of this refolution, when a very nu- 
merous council was affembled, May 3, the king en* 
fared, and, in a refolute tone, demanding to know^ 
"What age he was i It was anfwered,in his twenty- * 

fecond year. . Am 1 not then at age, replied he, 
Jo take the reins of government iritp my own 
hands, and no longer to re(nain under the ma*^ 
jiagcment of tutors ? The Gloucefterian piirty w^r^ 
ftruck dumb by this unexpefted blowj and 
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A.P>t|g»> Richard, proceeding with fpirit, took the great feal 
from Arundel archbifhop of York, and gave it to 
William of Wickham, bifliop of Wincheftet ; he 
turned out the duke of Glouce((er^ the earls of 
Warwick and Arundel, and all who had been~ 
brought into office by them^ and put others in 
their room"V Thus was this triumphant party 
divefled in a moment of that authority which 
they had obtained with fo much labour, and had 
endeavoured to fecure by ihedding fo much bloods 

The firft fteps which Richard took after this 
total change in the adminiftration were very pru* 
dent. He iiTued a proclsmiation. May i6, to in* 
form alt his fubjeds, that he had taken the govem<> 
ment into his own nands; and that they might 
now expeft to enjoy greater tranquillity than .they 
had fornierly done* Sobn after he publilhed a 
general pardon, and remitted the half-tenth and 
half-fifteenth which had been granted by the lait 
parliament* Thefe gentle meafures fo quieted 
the minds and gained the affedions of the peo«- 
pie, that the difcarded party found it impofiible 
JO raife the leaft difturbance "^ 

While things were in this fituation, the duke of 
Lancafter returned into England in November^ 
after aii abfence of more than thtte years "^ 
Sooii after his arrival, Richard held a great coun* 
cil of peers at Reading j where the duke of Glou* 
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cefter, and the lords of his party, were brought td A.D-ijSf. 
court by Lancafter, and feemingly, at leaft, re- 
conciled to the king by his mediation "^ 

The flames of party which had ragSd with fo A.i>.i39»* 
much violence, being now a little fmothered, a went, 
parliament met in great tranquillity, January 17^ 
at Weftminfter"^ . The bifliop of Winchefter, 
lord chancellor, opened the feflion with a fpeech, 
in which he declared, that the Hing being now of > 

full age, was determined to govern his fubjefts in 
peace and quiet, and to do juftice to all, both of 
the clergy and laity. He put. them alfo in mind^ 
that the hatioti being furroundcd with enemies, it 
would be neceffary either to make peace or pro- , - 
vide for war ^^\ On the fourth day of the par- 
liament, the lord chancellor delivered the great 
feal, and the bifliop of St. David^s the treafurer, 
delivered the keys of the exchequer, to the king 
before both houfes j and all the other members 
of the council begged leave to refign their feveral 
offices, which was granted. After all thefe re- 
Agnations, it was declared in full parliament, that if 
atiy one had any complaint to make againft any of ' 

thde perfons, they might now do it with all free* 
dom. It was anfweredby both lords and com- 
mons, ** That they knew nothing amifs of any of 
** them, and that they had behaved themfelves 
** well in their refpedkive offices*** After this 
honourable teftimony in their favour, the king r& 
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^'^t delivered the feal to the Wfhop of Wiiiehcfter, 

smd the keys of the exchequer to the bifhop of 

St. David's, and reftored all the reft to, their forr 

mer offices, at the fame time admitting the dukes 

' of Lancafter and Gloucefter into the council ; but 

ivith this proteftation, that he ilill had it in his 

' power to retain or difmifs any of thefe counfellors 

' 9t his pleafure '". 

Giants. The king's uncles had by this time paid their 

court fo effedually to their royal nephew, that they 
obtained the moil valuable favours from him in 
this parliament. The duke of Lancafter w^s 
created duke of Aquitaine for life, with a grant of 
all the revenues of that duchy. Edward, eldeft fon 
of the duke of York, was created earl of Rutland, 
with a grant of 800 marks a-year to fupport that 
dignity. The commons granted the king forty 
fliilUngs on every fack of wool exported, and five 
marks on every laft of leather, one third of which 
to fupply the king^s prefent occafions, 9nd the 
remainder to be referyed as a fund in cafe pf 
, war ^^. 

P«i<i** In'another parliament, which met jt^ovepiber 1 1^ 

^^* this fubfidy on wool, wooUfells, ai|d leather, wa^ 
continued for three years ; and one half-tenth, and 
one half'fifeeenth, were granted to defray the ej5- 
pences of the duke of Lancafter, and other pleni^ 
potentiaries, who were to be fent to Amiens to ne* 
gotiate a peace with France *% In this parlia- 

'^^ Ptrliament. Kvtc. vol. x. p. 441. 

<**C«tton Abridg. p. 33a. '^2 KnjghtoD^ col. <f3^- 

*- ' « S meiit 



Ch.j. §5- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 3^ 

meat the king confirmed a grant which he had A.P» i3$o» 
formerly made, to the dukes of York and Glon^ 
cefter, of idOoL a-year ^^. To repair the breaches^ 
which had been made in the 't:onftitution during 
the late commotions, it was declared by this par* 
^ament, ^^ That theprefent king fhould be as free,^ 
^* and enjoy all the prerogatives that any of his 
" noble progenitors, formerly kings of England, 
^' had enjoyed "\" Nay, fo good an uiiderftand- 
ing fubfifted at this time between the king and his 
people, that on the laft day of this parliament both 
houfes returned their humble thanks to the king, 
for his good government, and for the great aSec-^ 
lion and zeal he had continually ihewn for the good 
oi his people; and the king thanked them for 
their grants ***. 

Nothing happened during this whole year to AJ>it%9u 
difturb that happy tranquillity which England now ^*'^?' 
enjoyed. A parliament which met November 37 
jit Weftminfter^ granted the king ample fupplies, 
^nd confirmed all his royal prerogatives by a. 
^atute"% 

As the truce between England and France, A.D.iafs* 
and their allies on both fides, was to expire this Truce, 
year in Aiiguft, great endeavours were ufed to 
bring about a pe^ce before that time. For this pur- 
pofe conferences were held at Amiens in the fpring, 
which produced only a prolongation of the truce 
to Michaelmas iV*D. 1393 
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In the mean time, the city of London felt 
under the heavy dilpleafure of the court on ac- 
count of fome tumults, in one of which the po- 
pulace aflaulted the palace of the biihop of Salif- 
^ury, who was high treafurer. For thefe offences 
the mayor and flieriffs were imprifoned, and the 
city was deprived of its liberties. But the citi^ 
zens having fubmitted to the king's pleafure, and 
implored his mercy, he entered the city in a kind 
of triumph, Auguft 21, apd was received with 
great demonftrations of refpeft and joy. Soon 
after this all their charters were reftored and con- 
firmed, at the interceflion of the queen '*^. But 
the king's feverity feems to have made a deeper 
impreiSon on the n^inds of th^ citizens than his 

mercyr 

Conferences for a peace between France and Eng- 
land were held at Lenlinghen, in the fpring of this 
year; and^^ with fome interruptions, continued to 
May 127, A.D. 1394, when a truce for four 
yearj^ wa^ concluded '''\ 

A temporary peace being now eftabliihed, Ri- 
^frhe!**" chard refolved upon an expedition into Ireland, to 
)aDd» fettle the affairs of that kingdom, as well as to 
divert his grief for the lofs of his beloved con- 
fort, the good queen Anne, whp died at Shene, 
on Whitfunday this year'^'. All the Englifli 
who had eftates in Ireland were commanded, 
by a proclamation, to be in that kingdom by 
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September 8'^*. Hgiying provided a fleet and ad,i594. 
army, the king failed from Milford-haven about *'^''"*^ 
Michaelmas, and foon after landed in Ireland, 
where he met with little oppofition : for the Irifli 
chieftains, finding themfelves unable to make ef* 
fe^tual refiftance, came in and made their fubmi& 
fions ; and Richard) who was naturally generous, 
received them kindly^ and loaded them with pre* 
fents. Having held a parliament, and fpent the 
winter in Dublin, he returned into England in the 
fpringA.D. 1395 '"• ^ ^^^^ 

While the king was in Ireland, the duke of ^l^iiJ 
York, who had been appointed regent, called a *»«»(• 
parliament, which met at Weftminfter 38tb Ja* 
nuary, and granted a tenth from the clergy, and 
a fifteenth from the laity, for defraying the ex^ 
pences of the Irifh expedition. But to this grant ^ 
the parliament annexed a proteftation, *' That it 
^^ was not made de jure^ but out of good will 
** and affea:ion to the king '^^'* 

Richard, having been about a year a widower, Enjafly 
refolved upon a fecond. marriage, and fent a 
fplendid embafly to the court of France, to de<* 
mand the princefs Ifabella, eldeft daughter of 
Charles VI. a child between feven and eight years 
of age'^^ He was probably determined to this' 
unequal match by the hopes of accelerating the 
peace between the two nations, and of procuring 
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A>P.ij95. a f)owerful fupport againft his uncles, particularly 
the duke of Gloucefter, of whofe fadious fpirit 
hex was in continual dread. 
A.D.I 396. rj;he Englifti ambafladors at the coprt of France 
marriage, having fettled all the articles of the intended ihar^ 
riage, the contraft was confirmed by Charles VI. 
at Paris, March 9, A. D. 1396'^. At the fame 
time and place, a prolongation of the truce be- 
tween France and England, for twenty-five years, 
was ratified ^^\ As the king of England and the 
French princefs were within the prohibited degrees 
of confanguinity, a difpenfation from the pope was 
neceffary ; which retarded the marriage till No- 
vember I , when it was celebrated with great pomp 
in the church of St Nicholas, at Calais, by the 
archbifliop of Canterbury '''. 
A.D.1397. Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Gloucefter, 
G\ou'^ ^^^ youngefl: of king Richard's three uncles, was 
ctfrter, &c. a prince of a covetous, ambitious, proud, and 
jlenJed. turbuleut .difpofitiou. Though he had received 
grants of immenfe value from his nephew^ he was 
conftantly engaged in faftious machinations, to dif-* 
turb his govemment. He had been at the head of 
that party which had extorted a commiffion to 
do what they pleafed, A.D. 1386, and had made 
' fuch a cruel ufe of their power, by deftroying all 
. the king's minifters, judges, and fervants. He 
had oppofed the French marriage and truce while 

they were in agitation, and exclaimed loudly againft 

t 
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them after they were concluded. He feldbm came A.D.i3f7- 
to court, but to infult his fovereign, or ^ to council, 
but to thwart his meafures'^'. He had feveral 
meetings in the fpring and fummer of this year 
with the principal prelates and nobles of his party ; 
in which, it is faid, the mod daring defigns were 
formed againft the government, if not againft the 
perfon of the king '^. Richard was not ignorant 
of his uncle's difafFedion, and began to be under 
lineafy apprehenfions about its confequences. Thefe 
apprehenfions were much increafed by his two ute- 
rine brothers, the earls of Kent and Huntington, 
and by his other confidents, who earneftly intre^ted 
him to prevent his own deftriidion and tliat of all 
his friends, by feizirig the duke of Gloucefter, with 
the earls of Arundel and Warwick, his chief ac- 
complices^'. To this the king at length gave ' 
his confent. The duke of Gloucefter was fur- 
prifed at his caftle of Plefliy in Effex, hurried on 
board a Ihip, and conveyed to Calais, as a place 
of the greateft fecurity. The two earls were 
feized at the fame time in London, and commit- 
ted to prifon '^\ 

As foon as thofe great perfons were in cuftody, a Co«nc»J «• 
council was held at Nottingham, Auguft i , to con- ham,*"^' 
iider in what manner they were to be profecuted. 
At this council an appeal of treafon was brought 
by (Ix earls and two lords, againft the duke of 

^39 Fabian. Chronicle^ vol. i. p, 149. Froiflart, v. 4.* c. S6. 
Uo Id. ibid. '♦» Rymer, vol. 8. p. 6, 7. 
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A.an97. Gloucefter, the earls of Arundel and Warwick, to 
which they were to anfwer at the next parliament, 
which was fummoned to meet at Weftminller Sep* 
tember 17. 

Parlia. Great preparations were made for this famous 

parliament, which was to determine the fate of a 
prince of the blood, and of fome of the moil 
powerful nobles of the kingdom. A wooden build- 
ing, of great extent, was erefted near Weftminfter- 
hall, for the reception of fo numerous an afiem- 
bly ^'. Six hundred men at arms, and two faun- 
dred archers, were raifed for a guard to the king ; 
and all the lords came attended with llich prodi- 
gious retinues, that they not only filled all the lodg- 
ings iu London and its fuburbs, but in ali the towns 
and villages within ten or twelve miles around '''^ 
In the fetond feffion, the clergy of both provinces 
appointed fir Thomas Percy their procurator in 
the intended trials, at which the canons of the 
church did not permit them to be prefent *^*. la 
the fame feffion, the commiffion of regency, in the 
tenth year of the king^s reign, was declared to have 
been traiterouily made ; and all the pardons which 
had been granted to thofe who had adled under ir 
were cancelled. Next day the commons im- 
peached Thomas Arundel archbifhop of Can- 
terbury of treafon; and the day after he was. 
found guilty, and baniihed the kingdom "^^ In 

<4) Stow^ft Chron. p. 315. 

*44 Rymcr. Feed, torn. 8. p. 14, Holiniked, Chron* p. 490. 
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the next fefEon, the lords appellants gave In their A.D.X397. 
articles of accufation agaitift the earl of Arundel, 
which confided of the feveral things he had done 
in procuring and executing the above commiflion. 
After a very fliort trial, he was condemned, car- 
ried direftly from the bar to Tower-hill, and there 
beheaded, September 2^1 ^^^ On the fame day, a 
mandate was iifued by the king and his council in 
parliament, to Thomas earl marflial, governor of 
Calais, tp bring the duke of Gloucefter to the bar 
of the houfe as foon as poflible, to anfwer to the 
accufation that had been given in againfl: him by 
the lords appells^its ^. To this mandate the earl 
marihal returned this anfwer, September 24, 
That he could not bring the faid duke before 
the king and his council in that parliament ; for 
that, being in his cuftody in the king's prifon at 
" Calais, he there died." The lords appellants 
and the houfe of commons then demanded, that the 
late duke of Gloucefter fhould be declared to h^ve 
been a traitor, and all his eftates and honours for-^. 
feited ; which was accordingly done '^. In the 
interval between the above mandate and the return^ 
the earl of Warwick was tried, and found guilty 
of treafon ; but the king {pared his life, and con- 
iigned him to perpetual confinement in the ifle of 
Man '^. The four great objefts of the king's dif- 
pleafure being thus difpofed of, the commons in- 
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A.D.1597. terceded for favour to the other prelates and lords" 
"who had been named in that famous commiffion, 
for which the four already tried had been con- 
demned '^'. 
Duke of The' time, place, and other circumftances of the 

fcr*^mur- death of the duke of Gloucefter, excited ftrong 
dcrtd. ^ fufpicions that he had been murdered ; and theie 
fufpicions, it muft be confeffed, were highly pro- 
bable. Th^ king and his minifters, it was faid, 
not daring to bring a prince fo nearly related to 
the crown, and fo exceedingly popular (particularly 
in London), to a public trial and execution, had 
employed affaflins to murder him in prifon: a 
policy equally weak and wicked, which juftly 
brought much odium on the king and his confi- 
dential fcrvants. The precife time and manner of 
Gloucefler's death were never certainly known, 
^nd are differently related by different authors '^\ 
The king was fo well pleafed with this feffion of 
/ parliament, which had been perfedly fubfervient 
to his will, that on the laft day of it (September 
29), he advanced the earls of Derby', Rutland, 
Kent, Huntington, and Nottingham, to be dukes 
of Hereford, Albemarle, Surrey, Exeter, and 
Norfolk ; the earl of Somerfet to be marquis of 
Porfet, the lords Difpenfer, Nevile, Percy, and 
Scrope, to be earls of Gloucefter, Weflmoreland, 
-Worcefter, and Wiltfhire; and then adjourned the 

'j> Parliament, Hi ft. vol. i. p. 478. 
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parliament to the 27th January, to be then held at A.D.1397. 
Shrewfbury '^^ ^>-— -v-— / 

Wheii the parliament met at Shrewfbury, pro- A.D.1398. 
<;eeding in the faqie .tra£t of fubmiffion to the royal P^*^*'*-^ 
pleafure, it reverf^d all the afts of that famous par- shiewf- 
liament, A.D. 1388, in which the; duke of Glou-. ^'''^r 
cefter's party had predominated, and had executed 
vengeance on all their oppofers. The anfwers of 
the judges, for which they had been condemned as 
traitors, were now declared to be the anfwers of 
good and loyal fubjefts'^^ Several perfons who 
had been of the duke of Gloucefter's party were 
condemned and forfeited ; but their lives were 
Ipared. The houfe of commons granted very 
liberal fupplies ; and ftill further to manifeft their 
affeftion to the king, they petitioned the houfe of 
lords to contrive, fome^niethod to fecure the tranf- 
aftions of that parliament from fuch changes as had 
happened tp thofe of former parliaments. After 
deliberating among themfelves, and confuUing with 
tJie judges, all ^ the lords, fpiritual and temporal, 
took a folemn oath on the crofs of Canterbury, 
never to fufFer any of the tranfaftions of that par- 
liament to be. changed ; while all the members of 
ijiQ houfe of commons held up their hands, to 
lignify their taking the fame oath. The king, to. 
crown the whole, procured a bull from the pope,- 
to confirm all the afts of that parliament, which 
hje cauled to be publicly read in all the chief cities 
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of the kingdom *". But it foon appeared, that 
thefe were, feeble fecurities againfl: the torrent of 
fa^on, which in thofe times ran, fometimes on 
one fide and fometimes on another, with fuch 
violence, that it levelled every momid, and over- 
whelmed all that flood in its way. 

In the time of this parliament, a quarrel broke 
out between the dukes of Hereford and Norfolk, 
which was attended with the mod important and 
unexpected confequences. On the lad day of 
January, and of the parliament, the duke of Here- 
ford prefented a fchedule to the king, which he 
laid contained an account of certain ilanderous 
words which the duke of Norfolk had fpoken to 
him of his majefty '^*. This fchedule being read, 
the lords and commons referred the determination 
of that affair to the king, and a committee of twelve 
lords and fix commoners, which the two houfes 
had that day chofen, and invefled with parliamentary 
powers **\ 

After this famous parliament was difTolved, the 
king held feveral deliberations with the parlia- 
mentary commiflioners, on the difpute between the 
dukes of Hereford and Norfolk. At kngth, when 
the one continued to deny what the other affirmed^ 
it was refolved, that this controverfy ihould be de- 
termined by the laws of chivalry, in a fingle com- 
bat between tli^ contending parties ; and that this 
combat fhould be fought at Coventry, September 
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1 6, before the king and the coratnittee of pax^lia- A.0,ij9<. 
ment. Bat when the two noble combatants had 
entered th6 lifts, and were ready to engage^ the^ 
king interpofed, and by the advice of the parlia- 
mentary commifEoners, pronounced the follo^ng' 
fentence: "That the duke of H^'eford fliauld 
** be baniflied the kingdom for ten years, ta depart 
*' on or before the 13th of OQiober nextj-^thaf 
" the duke of Norfolk fliould void the realm for 
" term of life, and that he fhould be out of the 
" kingdom by the .20th of Oftober next **'." Both 
the dukjss, before their departure, obtained letters- 
patent from the king, with confent of the com- 
mittee of parliament, impowering them to confti- 
tute certain perfons their attornie^, for receiving 
in their name any inheritance that might fall to 
them during their exile '^^ This tranfa^Hon, fuf* 
ficiently myfterious in itfelf, is ftrangely mifrepre-^ 
fented by fir John froiffart, a contemporary hit 
torian, with a view to exculpate the duke of He- 
reford (afterwards Henry IV.), and to blacken the 
charaders of the king and of the duke of Nor- 
folk ^^ 
The kmg, at the conclufion of the. great parlia- ^^^^^'^ 
ment (as it was called), had granted a general in- againft the 
demnity to all his fubjefts, for all treafons, &c. of Stnt^' 
which they had been guilty ; but none, were to eo- 
joy the benefit of this indemnity, who did not take 

's* Walfing. p. 356. Ptrliament. Hiil. vol. i* p* 494. 
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A.D.i35$. out charters of pardon before St. John's day, A. D. 
1398 ^\ Many having negleded to do this, the 
courtiers, and particubrly the parliamentary com- 
miflioners, extorted great fums of money from 
them ; which occafioned much difcontent with the 
king and his <^nfidents ^. Thefe difcontents were 
very much increafed by the complaints of the £ai- 
milies and friends of the late duke of Gloucefter, 
and of the two baniihed dukes of Hereford and 
Norfolk ; and the arbitrary proceedings of the 
committee of parliament, who made laws, and 
zGtcd in all things as if they had been a frill par- 
liament, ftill further inflamed the minds of the 
people '*^ 
A.D.I 599. 4 When the nation was in this ferment, the famous 
the duke John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter died, February 3, 
ofLan- A.D. 1399 ^^^ By this event, a prodigious ac- 
ceffion of wealth and power fell to his only fon 
Hen^ of Bolingbroke, the baniflied duke of He- 
reford, to the peaceable pofleffion of which he 
ought to have been admitted by his attorney, ac* 
cording to the tenor of his letters-patent ^K But 
the king and committee of parliament, contrary 
to the plained diftates of equity and prudence, on 
March 18, declared thefe letters null and void, 

m 

and feized all the great eftates of the late duke of 
Lancafter. This flagrant a£t of tyranny and op- 
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preflion excited univerfal indignation againft the A.p.i$99» 
authors of it, and compafjBon for Henry now duke ^^'^ 
pf Lancafter. 

The infatuated Richard, after he had excited Expedi. 
filch general difcontent among his fubjefts, was fo i'^"aiid!^ 
imprudent as to leave England, and to carry with 
him all the great men on whofe attachment he 
could depend '*^. Having coliefted great fums of 
money, Ijy means which Hill further iticreafed the 
difaffeftion of his people, and conftituted his uncle 
the duke of York regent of the kingdom, he failed 
from Milford-haven about the end of May, and 
foon after landed in Ireland with a powerful army ^*^^ 
The defign of this moft unfeafonable expedition 
was, to revenge the death of Roger Mortimer earl 
of March, the prefumptiye heir of his crown, and to 
reduce that kingdom to a more perfeft fubjeftion. 
But he was not allowed time to make any great 
progrefs jn the execution of that defign. 

Henry of Bolingbrokc was at the court of France P"^* ^ 
when he received intelligence of his father*s death, Uodi in 
and of the revocation of his letters-patent ; and he ^**s**n<*^ 
ipon after received invitations from his numerous 
and powerful friends in England, to come over and 
vindicate his rights to the eftate of Lancafter '^\ 
Encouraged by thefe invitations, and the news of 
Richard's expedition into Ireland, he refolved to 
rpturn into England ; and having obtained a few 
ihips, and a fmall number of armed men, from the 

i^c Walfing. p. 557. '^7 T. Otterbourne, Chron. p. 200. 

BymcriFcjed. t. 8, p. 83. \^^_ Froiffart, 1001:4.. ch. 105. 
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A.D.I 399. duke of Brittany, he put to fea, with the exiled 
^ '~^' archbiihop of Canterbury and the joung earl of 
Arundel in his company ^. After hovering fome 
days on the coaft, he landed at Ravenfpure, in 
Yorkfliire, July 4 j and was joined by the powerful 
earls of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, with 
the other barons of the north, and their followers '^. 
Seeing himfelf at the head of a great army, he 
marched fouthward, giving out, that he was come 
only to recover his iiAeritance of Lancafter ; which 
brought fuch multitudes to his ftandard, that they 
foon amounted to fixty thoufand men. 
Agreew The duke of York, regent of the kingdom, 

r^ra^'e ^^^^ ^ confiderable army, with which he marched 
dukes of towards Briftol, about which place it was expeflied 
Lancafter. the king would land from Ireland. By this means 
the armies approaching each other, a conference 
was held at Berkeley, on Sunday July 27, between 
the dukes of York and Lancafter, and a certain 
number of their friends. At this conference, the 
duke of Lancafter ftiU pretending that he came 
only for the recovery of his inheritance, an agree- 
ment was foon made^ and he was joined by the duke 
of York and the greateft part of his forces "^*. 
Caftteof The duke of Lancafter then marched at the 
iWundcr- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ united armies, and invefted the cafile 
«**• of Briftol, in which fome of the moft obnoxious of 

the king's confidents had taken ihelter. Sir Peter 
Courtney governor of the caftle, after fome hefita- 

^'» Froiffart, tor, 4. ch. io6« Walfing. p. 358. 
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tion, agreed to furrender, at the command of the A.D.1J99. 
duke of York, as regent of the kingdom^ having 
ftipulated for the Kberiy of all the garrifon, except 
the earl of Wiltfhire, fir John Buffy, and fir Henry 
Grene, the hated miniiters. Thefe three unhappy 
perfons being delivered to the duke of Lancafter, 
\7ere immediately beheaded at his command, with- 
out any trial *'*. 

About the beginning of Auguft, king Richard ^l^^^^.^ 
landed at Milford-haven with his troops from Ire- impiiibiv. 
land, intending to join the duke of York, who he * * 
believed td be at the head of an army, ratfed in 
his name, to fupport his authority. But when he 
received intelligence that the regent and his forces 
had united wUh the duke of Lancafter, he difband- 
ed his fmall army, and retired with a few faithful 
friends to Conway. Here it was debated in his 
little council, whether he fliould leave the king- 
dom, and take fhelter in his French dominions, or 
open a negotiation with the duke of Lancafter, who 
had not yet declared his defigns upon the crown. 

The laft and moft imprudent of thefe meafures 
was adopted, and the duke of Exeter fent to pro- 
pofe the treaty; but was detained by the duke of 
Lancafter, who difpatched the earl of Northum- 
berland to Conway with very moderate demands, 
which were readily granted. The earl then invited 
Richard to a perfonai conference with the duke of 
Lancafter, in Flint caftle, to finifh the negotiation ; 
to which the king agreed, and immediately fet out 

>7« T. Otterboornci p. aojt 

from 



3^4 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IV. 

^^'^ ^* from Conway Auguft 1 9, ai:compaiiipd by his few 
^ remaining friends. But on the road they wer-e 
furrouncjed by a body of armed men, and condud- 
ed to the caftle of Flint as prifoners. Next day 
t^e duke- of Lancafler, after a fhort conference (in 
which he faid he was come to aiSd his coufin in 
the government of the kingdom), conduded the 
king to his head-quarters at Chefler; and from 
thence, by eafy journies, to the tower of London, 
where he was lodged on Tuefday Septiember 2 *". 
^ard'^^' The duke of Lancafter, halving the king in hi$ 
^gnsition. power, no longer confii^ed his pretenfions to the 
eftate of Lancafter, but publicly afpired to the 
crown ; and employed all his art to obtain it in a 
manner that had a plaufible appearance. Whe4 
the plan was formed, it was propofed in council by 
the duke of York to this purpofe — rThat the king 
fbould be made to fubfcribe a refignation of hi^ 
crown ; and that he Ihojild ajfo be depofed by par- 
liament, for certain crimes, that it might appear 
he was willing to give up his crown, and that the 
nation thought him unworthy of poffeffing it '^\ 
To carry this plan into execution, a parliament 
was fummoned in king Richard*s name, to meet 
atWeftminfter September 30. On the day be- 
fore the meeting of parjiament, king Richard, 
in his chamber in the tower, before the- duke of 
Lfincafter, with the' prelates anjl lords' of his party^ 

■75 T. Waifing. p. 358, T. Otterbourne, p. 208. Froiflait, 
torn. 4. ch. 110. Life ot Richard by a Perfon of Qnality, |>, 190. 
Carte, vol. z, p. 634* ^HS* 

•^^^ Life of Richard II. p, i^j, 

fubfcribed 
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fubfcribed the iiiftrumerit of his refignation, coil- ^^*£^ 
ceived in as clear and ftrong terms as could be de- 
vifed ^''K When the parliament met, this inftru** 
ment was produced and read ; and the members 
being afked^ if they accepted of this refignation, 
anfwered in the affirmative ^^^. 

It was then propofed, in order to remove all ArUclci 
fcruples and doubts, that certain articles, contain- king 
ing the crimes and errors of which king Richard ^'^***'*** 
had been guilty, and for which he deferved to be" 
depofed, fhould be read ; which was accordingly 
done. To thefe articles (which were thirty-five 
in number) was prefixed king Richard's corona- 
tion-oath ; and the defign of the feveral articles 
was to prove, that by fuch and fuch afts of go- 
vernment he had violated that oath. Thefe arti- 
cles being too long to be here infcrted, it is fuf- 
ficient to fay, that fome of them were falfe, fome 
of them trifling, many of them exaggerated, and 
a few of them but too well founded : for it cannot 
be denied, that Richard had been, guilty of many 
imprudent, and of fome illegal aftions '". 

Though many lords and prelates in this parlia- ^.'"S 
ment had been loaded with benefits by king depofed, 
Richard, none of them had the courage or grati- 
tude to fpeak a word in his defence on this occ4- 
fion, except Thomas Merks, bifliop of Carlifle ''%■ 

"75 Life of Richard II. p. 195. Otteibourne, p. 212. 

176 X. Walfing. p. 359. '77 Knyghton, col. 2746-*2756. 

f 78 Sir John Froiffart relates, that the king's favourite dog, named 
Matb, forfook his mafter as foon as he faw him. taken prifoaer, and 
fawned upon the duke of Lancafter. Frtjfirt, tom^ 4., cb, no, 
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A.D.i3$f. That learned and undaunted prelate, in a long and 
eloquent fpeech, expofed the iniquity and danger 
of the prefent proceedings, and vindicated the 
charader of his unhappy fovereign in many parti- 
culars, imputing the errors into which he had 
fallen rather to his want of experience, or to evil 
council, than to malice '^^ The only anfwer 
given to this fpeech was, an order to the earl 
marflial, from the duke of Lancafter, to take the 
biihop into cuftody, and fend him prifoner to the 
abbey of St. Alban's: a more unconftitutional 
and arbitrary deed than any king Richard had 
ever done ! After this there was an end to aH de- 
bate. All the articles were fuftained as true; 
king Richard was folemnly depofed ; and a com^- 
mittee appointed to intimate that fentence to the 
degraded monarch ^\ 

The throne of England being thus declared 

eii^ty, Henry duke of Lancafter (though he was 

liot the neareft heir to the laft pofiefTor) arofe from 

his feat, and (having with great appearance of 

devotion, invoked the name of Chrift, and crbfled 

himfelf on the breaft and forehead) claimed the 

crown in the following remarkable words, — ^^ In 

the name of Fadher^ Son^ and Holy Ghoji^ I 

Henry of Lancafier^ challenge this rewnte - of 

Tnglonde^ and the croune^ with all the membirsj 

** and the apurienances^ als I that am defcendit be 

ryght lyne of the blode^ cumyng fra the gude 
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/(?r^ king Henry Thirde^ and throghe that rygt A.D,i399. 
that God of bis grace hath fent me^ with helpe 
of my kyn^ and ofmyfrendes to rec&v^r it ; the 
whiche rewme wds in poynt to be ondofie for de* 
faut of goFuemance^ and undoying of the gude 
lawes '*'/' This very artful and ambiguous 
fp&ech, \vhich hinted at the two different titles of 
defcent and conqueft, was received with great ap- 
plaule ; and the duke's claim, though all the wprld 
knew it to be ill-founded, was unanimoufly de- 
clared by parliament to be juft. Upon this, the 
archbiihop of Canterbury took Henry by the right 
hand, and- conducted him towards the empty 
throne ; and, with the affiftance of the archbiihop 
of York, placed him in it, amidft the loud ac- 
clamations of the whole aiTembly. As foon as 
filence could be procured, the primate preached a. 
very indifferent fermon fif the hiftorian hath not 
wronged him) from i Samuel, ix. 1 7. ** Behold 
^ the man whom I fpake to thee of: this fame 
'* fhall reign over my people." Sermon being 
ended, the new king apprehending that the hint at 
conqueft in his former fpeech might give fome 
offence, ftood up, and made the foUpwing decla- 
ration : " Sires ^ I thank God, and zowe^ fpirituel 
and ' temporel^ and all the ajiates of the londj 
and do %owe to wyte^ it es noght my will that no 
mm thynk that be waye of conqueji I wold dif 
herit any man of his heritage^ francbes^ or other 
^ Tyghts that hym aght to have^ no put hym out of 
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A^i399- « that that he has^ and has had by the gude lawes 

and cujiumes of the rewme : except thofe per/ens 
that has ben agan the gude purpofe^ and the 
commune profyt of the rewme '**/* Thus ended 
the important bufmefs of this memorable day 
(September 30,, A. D. 1399), in which one king 
was pulled down, and another exalted to the throne 
of England. The fatal confequences of this re- 
volution will appear in the firft chapter of the fifth 
book of this work. 
RidJtrf^ ' Though the fate of , the dethroned king doth 
II. not.fall within the limits of our prefent period, it 

followed fo foon after it, and is fo intimately con- 
neQed with it, that it can be no great impropriety 
to introduce it here, together with a very ftort 
charader of that unhappy prince. Richard did 
not long furvive his depofition, though the exaft 
' time and manner of his death are not certamly 
known ^®^ The moft probable account is, that 
he was ftarved to death in the caftle of Pontefraft 
in Yorkfhire, about the beginning of the year 

•1400 '^ 

Richard of Bourdeaux (fo called from the place 
/ ' of his birth) was remarkably beautiful and hand- 
fome in his perfon, and doth not fecm to have 
been naturally defedive either in courage or uh- 
derftanding: for on fome occafions, particularly 
in the dangerous infurredion of the common|S| he 

V 

»«* Knyghton, col. 475S, 4759. '^* FroiflTart, t. 4. €• tf^ 

•*♦ Otterbourne, p, at9. Vita Richard. II, p, i6». A^j'** 
^acra« torn. 2. p> 365* 
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afted with a degree of fpirit and prudence fuperior A.D.1399. 
to his years. But his education was miferably 
neglefted, or rather he was intentionally corrupted 
and debauched by bis three ambitious uncles, who, 
being defirous of retaining the management of all 
affairs, encouraged him to fpend his time in the 
company of diffolute young people of both fexes, 
in a continued courfe of feafting and diilipation. 
By this means he contraded a tafte for pomp and 
pleafure, and a diflike to bufinefs* The greatefl 
foible in the chara£ler of this unhappy prince, was 
an exceflive fondnefs for, and unbounded liberality 
to his favourites, which enraged his uncles, par- 
ticularly the duke of Gloucefter, and difgufted fuch 
of the nobility as did not partake of his bounty. 
He was an affedionate huiband, a generous mafter, 
and a faithful friend ; and, if he had received a 
proper education, might have proved a great and 
good king. Richard was dethroned in the 23 d 
year of his reign, and the 34th of his age, and never 
had any children. If any regard Ijad been paid to 
the conftitution or the rights of blood, he 
would have been fucceeded by Edmund Mortimer 
earl of March, defcended from Lionel duke of 
Clarence, third fon of Edward III. and elder bro- 
ther of John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter. But in 
the tumult of fadtion which attended this revolu* 
tion, that young nobleman's name and rights were 
hardly ever mentioned, though his father, Roger 
Mortimer earl of March, had been declared pre- 
fumptive heir of the crown, by aO; of parliament, 
A.D. 1385^'*. 

'^i Parliament. Hift. *oK i. p. zlj^ztt* 
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A-D.M71. David II. king of Scotland, the fon and fuc* 
Hittory of ccffor of the heroic Robert Bruce, died A. D. 
ScotUnd. 1371 J and was fucceeded by his nephew Robert 
Stewart "*. During the firft years of this prince'^ 
reign, the borderers of both the Britiih kingdoms 
made frequent incurfions into each others coun- 
tries *•^ To put a flop to thefe predatory expedi- 
tions, which were very deftrudive, feveral meet*- 
ings were held between commiffioners appointed 
by both kings, who made fliort truces, which 
were ill obferved*'*. John of Gaunt, king of 
Caftile and duke of Lancafter, being at "Berwick, 
A. D. 1 38 1, negotiating one of thefe truces, when 
the great infurredlion of the commons (to whom 
he was obnoxious) broke out, he retired into 
Scotland, and was very hofpitably entertained at 
Holyroodhotife, till the ihfurgents were dif- 
perfed *^< As foon as the three years truce which 
had been made at Berwick was expired, the war 
was renewed, and mutual invafions took place. 
Two of the invafions of Scotland by the Engliih 
\vere very formidable ; being made with powerful 
Heets, as well as great armies, they feemed to aim 
* at conqueft. The firft of thefe invafions, A. D. 
1384, was condudled by the duke of Lancafter, 
and the fecond, A. D. 1385, by Richard IL in 
perfon^ But they both terminated, as many others 
had done, in the devaftation of the country near 
the border j and thefe devaftations were retaliated 

f«fi Fordun, t,, a. p. 380, &c. in not. 

1^7 Buchan« Hift^. 1. 9. p. 168, &c. 

■'^ Rymeri Feed. t. 7. p. 175. 183. so6« 145. 279 • 

*>9 Id, ibid. p. 31S, Buchan. f, 169. 
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by the Scots, affifled by fome French auxiliaries ^. A.D.i3«g. 
In one of thefe incurfions of the Scots into Eng- *'-"^'"*^^ 
land, the famous battle of Otterburn was fought, 
A.D* 1388, with great valour on both fides, in / 

which Henry lord Percy, who commanded the 
Englifh, was taken, and James earl of Douglas 
who commanded the Scots was killed '^\ 

Robert ,11. finding himfelf unfit for the manage- i>«ath, &c. 
ment of affairs, through age and bodily infirmities, ben 11. 
conftituted his fecond fon, Robert earl of Fife, 
governor of the kingdom, in a parliament held at 
Edinburgh, A. D. 1389'^*. The governor, im- 
mediately after his elevation to that dignity, raifed 
an army and made an incurfion into England ; but 
the Englifh avoiding an engagement, he plundered 
fome part of the open country, and then returned 
home. , About the fame time ambaifadors came to 
the court of Scotland, from the kings of France ' 
and England, to notify a truce for three years, 
. which had been lately concluded between thefe two 
princes, and fuch of their allies as acceded to it. 
The ambaffadors applying to the governor, he 
referred them to the king his father, who acceded 
to the truce, which gave a check to the mutual 
depredations of the borderers for fome time '*^- 
The king died 17th April A.D. 1390, in the 
twentieth year of his reign, and the feventy-fourth 
of his age. He was remarkably tall, of a cheerful 

r 

»9« Walfing. p. 316, 317. .ForcluD^ t, a. p. 401. 
^^'^Id^ihid. p, 406— 414. ^ >9* Id. ibid. 

. »»l Rymeci Feed. t. 7. p. 675. 
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A.D. i3«s. and pleaiant countenance, and great afiability of 
manners ; but being of a mild pacific fpirit, he had 
but little authority over fome of his turbulent 
barons, who raifed armies, and engaged in wars, 
without fo much as aiking hisi confent ^. 

Marriages Robert 11. when he was very young, married 

bertil. Elizabeth More, daughter of fir Adam More, 
with whom he was within the prohibited degrees of 
confanguinity or affinity, and on that account their 
marriage was for fome time efteemed unlawful, 
becaufe it had been celebrated without a papal dif- 
penfation. But that difpenfation was obtained 
A. D. 1 349, by which the legality of the marriage 
was completed '^*. By this lady, who died long 
before his acceffion, he had three fons, John earl 
of Carrick, Robert earl of Fife, and Alexander 
earl of Buchan. After the d^ath of Elizabeth, he 
married the lady Euphemia, daughter of Hugh 
earl of Rofs, by whom he had two fons, Walter 
carl ofAthol, and David earl of Strathern. The 
miftakes of many of our hiftorians concerning the 
marriages of this prince, are fully deteded in the 
difiertion quoted below, and the legitimacy of his 
five fons clearly eftablifhed ***• 

Robortiii. Robjsrt II. was fuccerfed by his'eldeft fon John, 
who was crowned at Scone, Auguft 13, and im- 
mediately after, by the advice of his parliament, 
aflumed- the name of Robert III '^\ This prince, 

«*4 Foidun, t. a p. 383. '9Jld. ibid. 1. 11. c. 13. p. ^50. 

■9* See De nuptiu Robtrti Semfcalh Scotia atque Elizahetba Mw^ 
dijfertatio, printed at (be end ot^^ fccond volume of the Edinburgh 
edition of Foidun. «97 Forduo, t. a, p. 4«8* 
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